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The Pastor’s Corner

The Kingdom Is Coming to This Broken World
Dear Friends,

“T

hy kingdom come.”
We sing this petition
to God every Sunday at the Chapel.
Honestly, there are times when it’s
hard to see the signs of that kingdom
breaking into our world.
As the light dawned this morning, I
picked up the paper, sat down with
my coffee, and scanned the headlines.
A five year old kills his twin brother
with a shot from a gun he finds lying
around. A seven year old girl jumping
rope in front of her home is killed by
a stray bullet. A man is dragged to his
death by an angry cab driver.

Tampa, FL, Paul and Dona Clark.
This older couple was on a trip, 400
miles from home, when Dona had a
medical emergency that required
immediate surgery and extended
hospitalization.
After 11 days of waiting by Dona’s
bedside, and not knowing another
soul, Paul headed down to the hospital cafeteria for a bite to eat. And
because he was lonely. It was 6:20
Sunday night, a quiet time in a hospital. The cafeteria closed at 6:30.
He was the only customer, one of
three people gathered there. The
other two: a food service worker
behind the counter and a cashier.
Paul chose a couple of vegetables.

O let me ne’er forget

The woman behind the counter
filled his plate up. She explained that
he was her last customer, and the
remaining food would be tossed.
As she loaded his plate, she was
singing. Paul says that it was like a
hymn, but he didn’t know it. He
thought that she was singing to him.

That though the wrong seems oft
so strong,

The other woman, the cashier,
piped up, “She’s a real good singer.”

God is the Ruler yet.

“I agree,” Paul added, getting his
sweet tea. “I bet she could really
sing “Amazing Grace.” When he
turned around she had moved from
behind the counter. She was close
now. And she sang, “Amazing grace,
how sweet the sound…” And it
was sweet. So sweet. The cashier
came close to him, too, and took
his hand. The three of them stood
together.

That’s just the first two pages. I laid
the paper down. I thought of a hymn,
beloved by my Mother-in-law, one she
quoted when news was bad:
This is my Father’s world,

This is my Father’s world,
The battle is not done;
Jesus, who died, shall be satisfied,
And earth and heaven be one
In the quiet, God brought to my mind
a story my dear friend, John Debevoise, shared with me about two
members of his congregation in

There was another
there, of course.
Unseen. “Where
two or three are
gathered in my
name,” Jesus said,
“I’m there.” And I
bet, as the hymn above says, that he
was satisfied.
When the singing stopped, Paul dried
his tears, and managed a choked up,
“How beautiful. How beautiful. What
a blessing this has been to me.” In
fact, it was a special blessing. The next
day, he told them, would be his 80th
birthday. “This is the best birthday
present I could ever imagine,” he said.
“Thy kingdom come,” we plead to
God. And the kingdom does come, as
it did in that Opelika Hospital cafeteria. You’re not likely to read about it
in the morning paper. But it’s coming
alright. And one day, the earth will be
as full of the glory of God as the sea is
with water.
I prayed a simple prayer this morning.
“Dear God, help me to be a kingdom
bearer in this broken world.” Won’t
you join me in that prayer?

Warmly,

Bob

Counselor’s
Corner

How to Survive Job Loss Stress By Sally Bardin

J

ob loss ranks high on the stress factor
scale. Losing a job is emotionally upsetting. Anger may surface, because
this major life-change often leaves a person feeling totally out of control.
During the stressful period following a job loss,
depression often sets in. Studies show it can have
long-lasting effects on a person, sometimes as
long as two years.
Job loss depression is not caused by one event
alone, the single event of losing your job. Loss of
employment can actually trigger a series of
events called a “cascade of negative life events.”
Loss of employment almost always triggers financial stress. For example, a lack of income may
hinder your ability to make a car payment. So
your car is repossessed. A negative life event.
The longer you remain unemployed, the more
financial difficulties you will likely experience.
And negative life events pile up, one on top of
another.
In addition, losing your job may mean losing your
health care benefits. This could make caring for
health problems extremely difficult, putting additional stress on your finances and relationships.
Can you see how depression can escalate during
a period of unemployment?
Financial and relational strains are not the only
matters. Unemployed people often suffer from
feelings of insecurity, inferiority, and low selfesteem. Job loss is often critical for men because
they often base self-esteem on the ability to be
successfully productive.
Even after you become employed again, depression can linger. In addition to depression’s emotional impact, studies show it can influence your
physical health, too. Someone with job loss depression may also struggle with uncertainty about
their current and future job stability. Buyouts,
mergers and the challenges of competing against
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bigger corporations have left
many individuals and families
across our nation suffering from
job loss.
Since anyone can lose their employment at any given time, anyone can experience
job loss depression. And it isn’t just the initial job
loss that causes depression, but the cascade of
negative life events. But you can prepare for these
situations by planning ahead.
Your preparation should include financial planning
for the future, mental health techniques to encourage you, and spiritual guidance that helps you find
your value and self-worth outside your job.
It is extremely important after a job loss, and during your search for a new job, to check your spiritual pulse. Continue to attend worship services.
Maintain your devotions, Bible study, and prayer
time. Request a Stephen Minister. Remember how
much God loves you, and see your value and
worth through his eyes.
See yourself as God sees you, as a lasting way to
find and keep a positive self-image. Your employment situation can change at any time. But your
value is not subject to change, because it is not
based on the fluctuations of the job market.
Your value is based on God’s unchanging, constant, and faithful love. Continue to trust God.
Ask him to open doors to employment opportunities, and wait patiently for him to move in your
situation. He will provide you with your next job,
and he will take care of you while you wait.
In the Bible’s Contemporary English Version Psalm
94:18-19 says, “When I felt my feet slipping, you
came with your love and kept me steady. And
when I was burdened with worries, you comforted
me and made me feel secure.”
Christians need to remember this truth. God loves
you, and he will support you. He will take away
your anxiety and depression, and bring joy to your
soul.

Chapel’s Congregation Gains New Members

R

not included because she was traveling and not
available for a photo at press time.

ecently, the Chapel on the Hill has
been blessed by the addition of several
new members, who are pictured below. We regret that one new member, Karen Bainbridge, is

If you haven’t met these newest members of our
Chapel family, please give them a warm welcome
at your first opportunity.

Karen Lego

Marilyn Kaufman

Janet Gilles

Joe, Melissa and Hannah Koeune

Bernard and Erin Schmit
and family.

George and Mary Hach

Cindi Ashton
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Bethel Bible Series Begins in January By Judy Ramacetti

I

recently returned from a Bethel
Series training seminar where I studied firsthand the exciting Adult Bible Study program
developed by the Adult Christian Education Foundation. Now we are ready to launch this program
in our congregation!
The Bethel Series is a vehicle designed to help
church members gain a deeper understanding of
the Biblical message. Its primary object is to help
the student secure an overview of the Scriptures to
serve as a base for further in-depth Biblical studies.
The Bethel Series seeks to acquaint the student
with a basic understanding of both the Old and
New Testament narratives. The goal is to have the
student recognize how each part relates to the
whole and how the whole relates to each part.
The course demands academic discipline on the
part of the participants. Reading assignments pre-

Birthdays & Anniversaries
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
September
2 Art Dumdey
5 Ashlie Brown
Jeremy Brown
8 Lois Griffith
9 Dee McBride
Mark Noel
Nathanial Nordentoft
12 Joshua Brown
Toni Quinto
13 Sue Olson
14 Dagny Lindstrom
Joshua Olson
15 Dick Genz
Joshua Turner
Barbara Larson
16 Rachael Nordentoft
17 Sharon Barnhart
Dan Westberg
18 Gwen Odden
Veronica Odden
19 Audra Ferguson

20 Victoria Bouras
23 Valerie Knight
Dale Johnson
24 Cindy Odden
25 Troy Olson
28 Lindsey Badtke
Damian Daniels
30 Sharon Vennum
October
1 Donna Kueter
6 Sherry Erdmann
8 Bill Hodge
Alex Steen
9 Scott Badtke
13 Matt Lindstrom
Karen Bainbridge
14 Jamie Dornbusch
Kerry Lemuell
15 Karen Bainbridge
16 Audrey WunderlinHersko
Luke Nettekoven
27 Sue Corpus

cede each segment of the
study and memorization of
“concept cards” is required.
The Bethel Series makes use
of 40 pictures that are used
as visual aides to facilitate the
retention of the material. The pictures represent
historical events and Biblical themes, and each
one caries a specific meaning related to the written material.
Each trainee will spend 2 ½ hours per week with
the instructors (Pastor Bob and myself) over a 2
year period. Trainees will expect to spend 6 to 8
hours per week doing homework, which includes
learning about 15 Biblical concepts. There will be
written examinations as the study progresses.
Requirements are demanding. It will take courage, dedication and perseverance – but it will be
worth the effort. When students apply themselves to a disciplined study of the Bible, there
are discovery, enlightenment and changed lives.
28 Jerry Braam
29 Larry Mayer
30 Jim Kennedy
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
September
4 Dale & Jan Johnson
6 Ralph & Bea Dale
Dennis & Bridget Faltis
11 Matt & Kelly Lindstrom
Larry & Judy Mayer
13 Greg & Janet Nettekoven
Scott & Tricia Fitzpatrick
14 Jeff & Julie Muth
Troy & Sue Olson
15 Jodi & Ken Heisz
18 Dan & Jan O’Connell (Wedding Day)
George & Mary Hach
21 Marty & Amy Weckerle
30 Bruce & Mary Ann Beck
Denise and Brian Olson
October
3 Richard & Sharon Vennum
16 Jesse & Denise Basile
18 Bill & Lisa Noel
20 Ed & Jennifer Schultz

Another Great Year for VBS By Jennifer Vavroch

A

ll I can say is wow! … to the awesome
team of volunteers and all the wonderful kids who came to learn more
about God’s amazing love at Vacation Bible School
(VBS).
This year’s theme brought us to the Great Rainforest where we learned from John 3:16 about five
parables told by Jesus. Each day was a new adventure and a new way to GET involved as we learned
more about God’s Word. We had “Get It!” with
the parable of the sower; “Get Found!” with the
parable of the lost sheep; “Get God’s Love” with
the parable of the good Samaritan; and “Get Going” with the parable of the talents.
Each day was filled with fun art projects, great Bible
stories,, skits , fun snacks that went along with each
day’s theme and a chance to burn energy with
games and recreation.
This year we support two groups for missions …

Page 5

try and $10 was raised for the kids in Kenya.
Donations can be made till the end of September. To raise money, children are encourage to
do chores around the house, at the neighbors or
for close family and friends.
Our amazing team of volunteers included:
Bible Story Teachers — Cindy Brown, Jessica
Rathunde, Mark Thomas, Joyce Kennedy and
Cheryl Johnston; Adult Bible Study — Pastor Bob
and Jeff Quinto; Games and Recreation — Mike
Nordentoft and Colleen Bunford; Theme —
Eileen Altenburg; Snacks — Carol and Rex
Wilkensin and Marla Hinners; Crafts — Christi
LaRue and Dee McBride; Skits — Denise Olson,
Mark Thomas, Riley Hinners, Justin Brown, Abby
Odden and Anastasia Bouras; Nursary — Sheryl
Lynn and Jennifer LittleJohn; and our floater,
Trisha Fitzpatrick. Then there is our Kitchen
Crew: Cindy Odden, Sally Bardin, Andrea Bouras,
Mary Castle, Mary Hach, Donna Kueter and Vicki
Ryan.

Christian Arts Centre Needs You By Jeff Quinto
CAC NEWS

W

committee is in charge of scheduling, maintenance and improvement of the CAC.
elcome to my first Chapel Call
article on the Christian Arts
Centre.

I am privileged to serve as the Chairman of the
Christian Arts Center board. Serving with me
on the board are Chuck Sommers, Cindy Odden, Denise Olson, Donna Kueter, Gwen Odden, Jeri Genz, Mark Badtke, Mary Castle, Rex
Wilkinson, Ruth St. Clair, and Scot Ferguson.
From the first time I saw the inside of the CAC
at last year’s fall children’s musical, I realized
that the CAC was an unbelievable asset.
I had passed the CAC hundreds of times
without thinking much about what happened inside. In fact, we used the CAC
as a landmark in giving directions to our
home.

Special Projects – Headed by me, this committee is responsible for funding development,
joint events, music, dance and inspirational
events.
Upcoming Events
Our fall children’s musical, Camp Wallawallaballa will be performed in the CAC on October
21 to 24. Camp Wallawallaballa is all
about fun – you won’t want to miss it!
In early February, we are going to present Father of the Bride. It is going to be
a wonderful show designed to smash the
mid-winter blahs with laughter.

Now that I have seen the inside and understand what has been performed in the past and
what can be done in the future, I am convinced
that the CAC is a marvelous gift from God. Our
challenge is to use this gift in a way that
pleases God and brings joy and inspiration to
all who attend and perform in this incredible
venue.

Our big event for the spring will be our production of the Passion Play. The Passion Play is
an enormous, important undertaking requiring
all of our efforts. We need people to step forward, now, and agree to be actors, singers,
and stagehands. Please contact Donna or
Mark Badtke, Cindy Odden or me to see how
you can be involved.

Mission of the Christian Arts Centre

Your Help Is Needed

It is the mission of the Christian Arts Center to
advance the work of the Chapel on the Hill
through plays, music, dance and oratory. We
will bring Christ’s message to all who attend
our performances or participate in our functions. By our example, we will demonstrate the
love of Christ to everyone with whom we have
contact.

We need you as part of the CAC ministry.

Christian Arts Centre Committees
Accounting, Box Office and Promotion –
Chaired by Cindy Odden, this committee is in
charge of accounting, ticket sales, publicity and
advertising.
Facilities – Headed by Scot Ferguson, this
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Theater – Mark Badtke is the chairman of this
committee which is responsible for all theatrical productions at the CAC.

We need you to attend our performances.
We need you to work on our committees.
We need you to participate in our shows as
actors, singers, musicians, stagehands, ushers and popcorn makers.
And, we need you to tell your friends and
neighbors about our shows. We have reduced
our ticket prices to make attending affordable
for everyone.
If you have ideas for events (plays, music,
dance, inspirational speakers) or you would
like to be part of the Chapel’s Christian Arts
ministry, just let me know.

Mission
Moments

Focus on Kenya and Haiti By Cynthia Hoffman

S

ome exciting things are happening
around the Missions table these days!
First of all, we have received some very generous
donations to Missions and I am so pleased to report to you that we have met
our goals for both of our foreign missions. Thanks to
these faith-filled donations we
have raised $1,200 to help
keep Gladys Mungo in Haiti
doing wonderful things there
— and we have raised more
than $12,000 to donate to the
Tree of Lives Kenya projects.
Amen and amen!
From October 30 to November 14 we will once
again (for the third year in a row) have a Team
heading to Nazareth Hospital in Kenya. Sally
Bardin and Cheryl and Don Johnston will spend 14
days working with Tree of Lives on an 8 acre
compound approximately 15 miles north of Nairobi, which is Kenya’s capital city. They also will
visit the Holy Family Centre AIDS clinic (HFC).
HFC is responsible for testing, treating and monitoring nearly 4,000 HIV+ patients.
Our Chapel folks will be participating in the
Women of Worth program which teaches teenage girls how to grow into women of spiritual
depth and moral character. The Women of
Worth program brings adolescent girls to a threeday seminar at Nazareth Hospital, where they

learn factual information about female circumcision and discuss the negative impact of the practice. They are taught faith-based principles for
sexuality and they learn to develop a positive
self-image, including skills for resisting ridicule
from girls who have undergone the procedure.
Each girl is assigned to a
mentor who helps her apply what she has learned to
her life and her role in her
community.
In addition, Chapel will be
donating to the Microlending Business Development
Program. Microloans are
utilized to give HIV-positive
patients the funding and support necessary to
start their own micro-business, including livestock and dairy farming, vegetable farming, soap
manufacturing and charcoal production for heating and cooking.
A key to the micro-lending program is the recycling of the dollars. As each loan is repaid, the
money is recycled as another loan, thus multiplying the value of each dollar in defeating poverty.
These precious dollars allow patients to launch
small enterprises that produce self-sustaining
livelihoods, enabling patients to feed, clothe and
educate their families as they work their way
out of the poverty trap.
How exciting that our Chapel is involved in
these endeavors! We will look forward to hearing from our Missionaries upon their return.

Highly Classifieds
Band for Hire. Loose Connection plays
50s to present-day music for all occasions.
Call Pete, 262-949-0851.
________________________________
Travel Trailer for Sale. 1979, 22-ft. Fleetwood
Terry Taurus. Asking $2,500. Call Sheryl, 262332-7243.
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Looking to buy a new home? Call Marla
Hinners, Keefe Real Estate, 262-492-8261.

N2440 Ara Glenn Drive
Lake Geneva, WI 53147
Tel. 262-245-9122

Address Service
Requested
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