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The Pastor’s Corner

Don’t Wait Until Someday to Show God Your Love
Dear Friends,
Beyond the pages of Bible stories
about Moses are those told in Hebrew folklore. I came across one of
them recently, and want to share it
with you.
Moses is traveling in the desert and
comes upon a shepherd. He spends
the day with the shepherd and helps
him milk his ewes. At the end of the
day, Moses sees that the shepherd
puts the best milk he has in a wooden
bowl, and places the bowl on a flat
rock just outside his camp. Moses
asks him what this is for. The shepherd answers, “This is God’s milk.”
This puzzles Moses. “What do you
mean?” he asks. The shepherd answers, “I always take the best milk I
possess and bring it as an offering to
God.”
Moses, who believes himself more
knowledgeable in his faith than the
naïve shepherd, asks, “And does God
drink it?” “He does,” the shepherd
answers. Then Moses feels that he
must enlighten the poor shepherd.
He explains that God, being pure Spirit, does not drink milk. The shepherd
answers confidently. “Yes, he does.”
They start to argue. Moses tells the
shepherd to hide behind the bushes

outside of camp and watch in the
night to find out if God is drinking the
milk. Then he goes off to pray in the
desert.
The shepherd hides, the night comes,
and in the moonlight the shepherd
sees a little fox come trotting from
the desert, look right, look left and
head straight for the milk, which he
happily laps up.
The next morning, Moses finds the
shepherd depressed and sad. “What’s
the matter?” he asks. “You were
right,” the shepherd says. “God is
pure Spirit, and he doesn’t want my
milk.” Moses says, “You should be
happy, not sad. You know more about
God than you did before.” “Yes I do,”
the shepherd answers, “but the only
thing I could do to express my love
for Him has been taken away from
me.”
Moses leaves the shepherd and retires
to the desert for prayer. In a night
vision, God speaks to him and says,
“Moses, you were wrong. It is true
that I am pure Spirit. Nevertheless, I
always accepted with gratitude the
milk which the shepherd offered me,
as the expression of his love. But
since I do not need the milk, I shared
it with this little fox, who is very fond
of milk.”

Though not biblical,
this little story is full
of profound truth.
God is glorified in
every act of selfgiving worship, no
matter how simple or naïve that act
may seem to others. God notices
little things. Jesus says that even a cup
of cold water given to a thirsty brother or sister brings eternal reward.
Some people imagine doing something
great for God “someday.” Someday,
when I have more time, when I have
more money, when I am more settled, when I have more freedom…the
list goes on. Meanwhile, while they
fritter away life planning some grand
gesture, they bypass hundreds of opportunities to offer themselves to
God and to others each day.
If you’re still with me this far, lay this
article down and ask for God to give
you eyes to see the deeds of love and
mercy…not the ones you will do
someday, but those that are within
your grasp today.
Warmly,

Bob

Chapel Now Has Russian Twin By Jeff Quinto
CAC NEWS

M

iracle Worker was a
delight for all of us
who were privileged to see it. Helen Keller once
said that “life is either a daring adventure or
nothing at all.” As a blind-deaf child Helen’s life
was headed for anything but a great adventure.
However, thanks to the perseverance of her
teacher, Anne Sullivan, Helen’s life became a
great adventure that continues to inspire untold
millions, today. Congratulations to Director
Sean Walker, to Producer Colleen Walker and
to the wonderful cast for a job well-done.
Try out for Sound of Music – Denise Olson,
the Director of our summer musical, The Sound
of Music, will be holding auditions for cast members on Sunday, May 20 and Monday, May 21.
Auditions on Sunday, May 20 will be 2-5 p.m. for
children and 5-7 p.m. for adults, and on Monday
6-9 p.m. for both children and adults.

Pastor Bob and I recently met the
pastor of the church, Vladimir Tashtiev, and Marina, a church member
who translated our conversation
over the Internet, using Skype. We
had a very nice conversation and
found that even though they are located in the
middle of Siberia and we live in Southern Wisconsin, we both face many of the same challenges and
opportunities.
Vladimir is a very faithful pastor who ministers to
his home church in Nizhnivartovsk and several
smaller churches located in nearby hunting villages.
Nizhnivartovsk, a city of roughly 250,000, is located on the Ob River. It is near the Samitlor Oil
Field, the largest oilfield in Russia, and the sixth
largest in the world.

Chapel has twin! – The Chapel on the Hill is
partnering (“twinning” is what it is called) with a
Siberian protestant church located in Nizhnivartovsk, Russia.
Twinning is a program started by Presbyterian
missionaries, in which a United States church

Shown here are photos of the church and its people, including Pastor Vladimir. Of particular note, is
the photo of a baptism in which Pastor Vladimir
can be seen standing in waist deep, frigid water in
the river in a baptismal pool that has been cut
from the ice. The people of Pastor Vladimir’s
church must be a hardy lot as the temperature
drops to -50°F in winter.
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establishes a relationship with a Russian church.
The intention is that each church will pray for
the other church. It is hoped that what starts as
a prayerful relationship between two churches
might grow in whatever way God leads them.

I hope you will join me in praying for Pastor Vladimir and for the fellow believers in our twin
church. If you have any questions about our twinning relationship, or would like to join us in meeting with them on Skype, please let me know.

Counselor’s
Corner

New Cancer Support Group Begins By Sally Bardin

R

ecently, the Chapel hosted its
first support group meeting for
cancer survivors and caregivers.
I’ll tell you how this new Christian Cancer Support Group came about.
Last winter, Karen Lego suggested we might start
a support group for those affected by cancer. At
the time, I flippantly responded: “Yes, that would
be nice. Why don’t you start one?” Little did I
realize that my shoulder had just been divinely
tapped.
When the nudging thought would not go
away, I rationalized that Walworth County probably already had a cancer support
program. With a little research, I discovered it didn’t. I learned that there are numerous support groups for specific types of
cancer but not a specifically Christian one
for all kinds of cancer. Rats! I mentioned the conspicuous absence of
such a support group to people I know
from other churches in our area, hoping
they might have one. No luck.
Then, a strange thing happened at Credence Therapy Associates, where I work 1½ days a week.
There in my mailbox was an article about a cancer
support group that had just started in Janesville.
An attached post-it note read: “Hope this helps
with your group.” The article included the email
address of Steve Hynds, the gentleman who had
started the group.
No one seemed to know who left the article.
Finally, I got another shoulder-tap that asked:
“Are you going to do what I want you to do, or are you
just going to keep trying to find out who put that article in your box?”
So I emailed Mr. Hynds, who responded the
same day, offering to help start a cancer support
group at the Chapel. The following week we met
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at McDonald’s. He shared his
story of being diagnosed with
colon cancer and hearing a call
to serve others making a similar
journey. Great! But I don’t know
what that feels like. My mother had cancer but I,
myself, haven’t.
Mr. Hynds gave me excellent information and
offered moral support. Still, an inner voice
pleaded: Please let someone else do this, Lord. I
don’t know what I’m doing.
While all this was going on in my world, Rex and
Carol Wilkinson were treading an uncharted
path in theirs. Rex’s recent surgery
following the diagnosis of a brain tumor led them to seek support,
which they found near their home
in Illinois. Carol thought we needed the same kind of support group in
Walworth County. She mentioned this
to Bob, who must have looked at
her with deer-in-the-headlights
eyes, and said: “Have you been
talking to Sally?’’
Long story short, I now had a companion and felt energized for our new calling.
Moses must have felt the same way when he
tried to avoid leading the Israelites, and God said
Aaron could help him.
Carol wrote a letter to the congregation. Cindy
Odden developed a beautiful brochure. Several
people have approached us to say: ‘Finally …
thank you so much. I’ll be there.” I confess
that I still don’t feel really confident about what
I’m doing, but I believe I’m responding to what
the Chapel is called to do.
For now, I pray that our Christian Cancer Support Group will be a blessing to all who need
help, and that we will hear and follow God’s
direction. Please pray for this new ministry and
those who will be attending.

Our Small Groups Are Still Growing By Kathy Ferguson

I

have been so excited to see the
growth of our Small Group Ministry here at The Chapel. As I continually pray
for the needs of our congregation, I also pray
that God will call leaders in the church who
will answer His call and step up to begin a
new small group. I praise God each time I get
an email or a phone call from someone who
would like to start a new group.
The Chapel on the Hill has small groups to
meet the needs of just about anyone, if not
everyone, here at the Chapel. Many of these
are Bible studies, some are service groups,
others may be support groups, while others
are simply social groups for folks to get together and enjoy fellowship. We now have six
Bible Study Groups, Bethel Bible Class, The
Disciplines for the Inner Life, Marriage Enrichment Group, Men’s Group, Youth IMPACT
Group, Singles’ Group, Hospitality Committee,
two Adult Sunday School classes, F.I.T. (Faith
In Training) Middle School Group, Sunday
School and LOGOS classes for elementary
ages.
Two new groups have evolved recently.
These are a Christian Cancer Support Group
and a Young Social Group. The Christian
Cancer Support Group is for anyone touched
by cancer and to provide spiritual and emotional encouragement. This group is being
lead by Sally Bardin and Carol Wilkinson. The
Young Social Group is for 25-39 year olds and
will be facilitated by Sean and Ashley Powell.
This group will enjoy fun, food, and fellowship
in monthly activities.
The majority of our small groups are Bible
studies which have a purpose to seek God’s
leading and respond to it.
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Living the Christian life is not
an easy job. Jesus, of course,
never said it would be easy.
Part of the frustration is knowing how Jesus wants us to live
for him. We are continually
searching out "God's will for us today". The
church assembles and seeks the will of God
through the ministries of God’s word. So, the
primary purpose of Bible study is to search out
God's will so that the members of Christ's
body, the church, might live it out in their daily
lives.
“Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the
church, the apostles, the prophets, the
evangelists, and the pastors and teachers.
Their responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his work and build up the church,
the body of Christ. This will continue until
we all come to such unity in our faith and
knowledge of God’s Son that we will mature in the Lord, measuring up to the full
and complete standard of Christ. Then we
will no longer be infants, tossed back and
forth by the waves, and blown here and
there by every wind of teaching and by the
cunning and craftiness of people in their
deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the
truth in love, we will grow to become in
every respect the mature body of him who
is the head, that is, Christ. From him the
whole body, joined and held together by
every supporting ligament, grows and
builds itself up in love, as each part does
its work.” Eph.4:11-16.
If you have not found a small group at the
Chapel, why not try one on for size? Check
the bulletin for details and dates. Some groups
break for the summer months. Feel free to
contact me with any questions or if you feel
called to start a group at 262-203-1730 or
kaferguson@charter.net.

Don’t Miss Our 5th Annual Fair on the Hill By Donna Kueter

T

for the items you want and need.

he Chapel will host its fifth annual Fair on the Hill, our craft
and all-around family entertainment show, on June 16, 2012 from 9 a.m. until 4
p.m.
Many talented artisans and crafters
will offer a varied
assortment of handmade crafts.
Demonstrations of
the hand spinning
wheel used for making yarn will be
brought to you by Steve and Erin Whalen from Lake
Geneva. As you watch the Whalens prepare the
materials for use, you may try out the spinning
wheel yourself. All the vendors will surely make it a
day of adventure and learning experiences.
Live entertainment will feature The RePetes &
Friends, Marty Martin, Band of Brothers, White River Crossing, Full Circle, and David Shelton. Many
more surprises
are being worked
on for your entertainment.
There will be an
assortment of
games and activities for children,
run by LOGOS youth group.
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New this year will be a high-end garage sale, brought
to you by the Men’s Group. No damaged, unclean
or unsafe items are allowed. They will have everything from working appliances, washer/dryers, toaster ovens, hand tools, power tools, garden tools,
useable furniture such as sofas, chairs, tables, filing
cabinets, book shelves, lamps, bicycles, wagons,
sporting goods items, camping equipment and new
or nearly new pots and pans.
This sale will make for some interesting searching

A delicious, affordable lunch will
be served, featuring The Herbie
Burger, a whopper of a burger
smothered in slow simmering
onions. There are other items on
the menu, plus our famous bake sale. Plan to get
there early to secure one of the many top prize
winning bakery items. We will hold your purchase
as you visit the many artisans and take in the music
and stage shows.
Another popular feature is The Lakeland Animal
Shelter, who will have kittens and puppies up for
adoption. Don’t miss seeing the cute baby animals!
This year there will be a Classic Car Show with at
least 25 muscle cars! We are giving dashboard
placques for
each entry. The
entrance fee to
show your car is
one bag of nonperishable food
items. The food
pantry is in constant need of food to help our community families.
Entries are still being accepted, so if you or anyone
you know is a classic car enthusiast, please call the
chapel office for more details.
Local prominent businesses have donated valuable
prizes that will be raffled off. Please get your raffle
tickets as you enter the grounds because we will
be calling the numbers all throughout the day.
Every day, new vendors and attractions are being
added to make this show exciting for the whole
family. Mark June 16 on your calendars for one of
the best area events this year!
For more information, or if you would like to participate in this exciting event, call The Chapel on
the Hill office at: 262-245-9122.
See you at the fair!

Our Future Has Endless Possibilities By Anastasia Bouras
Spea

t
k Ou

the
… By
Kids

F

or I know the thoughts and
plans that I have for you,
says the Lord, thoughts and
plans for welfare and peace and not for evil,
to give you hope in your final outcome. Jeremiah 29:11
As this school year comes to an end and all of
the children grow and become one year older,
there comes a time when the future suddenly
seems like a vast place with endless possibilities. I
realized the other day that in less than four
months I will be filling out my first college application and starting my senior year of high school.
It is crazy to think of all the wonderful things
God has planned for my life. I asked the children
what they saw in their futures and what some of
the opportunities they were excited about. Lily
Regalia said that she would like to become an

work as a dance teacher. Makenzie Ferguson said she would like
to be involved in politics and
become a class representative.
Audra Ferguson said that she
would like to become a veterinarian and help animals, but also to continue to
be an actress because it is important to share
your God-given gifts with others. Not only do we
have our earthly futures to think about but also
the everlasting life with God that will be even
more fulfilling than all the accomplishments in this
world. For some, God has already guided your
life to unforgettable opportunities. But for others,
the path with God hasn’t come as easily. To that I
say, look forward to that relationship like children who seek a future of happiness and prosperity. All of the children have committed to follow
God’s path, and even if we aren’t sure what is to
come we always know that we have a friend by
our side and I hope you know that you do, too.

Birthdays & Anniversaries
HAPPY BIRTHDAY
May
2 Lloyd Knutson
Tom Rohde
3 Kayla Johnson
5 Anastasia Bouras
Kelly Lindstrom
8 Sara Einbeck
9 Donna Badtke
11 Virginia Helgerson
12 Dolores Roloff
13 Harvey Altenburg
Tina Johnson
Jimmy Kaczor
15 Linda Kouzes
16 Josh Farence
17 Doug Farrell
18 Maxx Basile
19 Hailey Badtke
Ross Robbins
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20 Kayden Vavroch
21 Mark Badtke
26 Austin Garlock
Ellen Stey
Calvin Vernett
27 Lilly Regalia
28 Ed Schultz
Anthony Seyfarth–
Lechner
Jackson Stephens
29 Megan Einbeck
William Harris Jr.
30 Mary Zwiebel
June
1 Kim Gibbs
Elijah Jeninga
2 Norita Farrell
3 Daune Brellenthin
Michael Nordentoft

5 Theresa Blood
6 Bridget Faltis
Riley Hinners
7 Kyle Einbeck
8 Kurt Pease
11 Candy Thompson
13 Ciindi Ashton
Gregg Corpus
16 Gregory Corpus
17 Mary Castle
18 Ed Zwiebel
19 Janice Johnson
20 Mary Ann Beck
23 Sean Wallace
24 Brad Klawes
25 Rich Hinners
26 Bea Dale
Kim Steen
27 Makenna McGowan
28 Hannah Kohlman
29 Darrel Burnett
Harold Littlejohn

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
May
1 William & Judy Maack
8 Sean & Fran Wallace
17 John & Linda Schilthelm
21 John & Colleen Dunford
23 Lee & Nancy Hoeft
25 Will & Cindy Brown
28 Greg & Cindy Odden

June
2 Fred & Jo Ann Jeninga
7 Gerry & Sharon Dexter
8 John & Carol Jaeger
9 Bob & Sally Bardin
14 Sean & Colleen Walker
16 Dean & Lois Griffith
20 Jerry & Evelyn Braam
29 Harry & Phyllis Tiggemann
30 Larry & Jennifer Weddel

Mission
Moments

Make a Difference at Joy Home By Cynthia Hoffman

L

ast August when Rudy and Kate
Miller of First Presbyterian Church
of Norfolk visited with us, they spoke about the
opening of Joy Home. Joy Home is a very special
place run by very special people, and Chapel on the
Hill has the opportunity to make a huge difference
in the lives of those who live in this incredible
abode. Before I describe that opportunity, I’d like
to share the following blog by Pastor Jim Wood,
Senior Pastor of First Presbyterian Church of Norfolk:
Anastasia
October 18, 2011
The privilege of watching a baby take her first steps is
one of God’s rich bonuses. Such was the gift for my first
day back in Africa. Anastasia, a gorgeous little 20month old, took her first steps at the Joy Home, in
Ngarariga, Kenya at 3:53 Eastern Africa Time. And
when she did, the heavens opened up… her entire
family rejoiced, women smiled, children clapped and
this white man, as usual, cried.

grand mom, herself with AIDS, became ill. Things
got worse and worse…until it appeared that death
perhaps would visit this home once again.
But today, Anastasia, 20 months old, her once tiny
body enriched by good food, unformed legs
strengthened by physical therapy, spirit built by the
love of an adoptive new mom and aunties and
sisters and brothers at the Joy Home, took her first
step…and then another…and another…and…
…and when she did, this crying white man saw the
heavens opened and witnessed, first-hand, the
smile of Christ.
Only He knows where her next steps will lead her,
but, based on the heavenly smile witnessed today, I
have the feeling they are leading her into an awesome future.

You see, Anastasia has a special story, one in which her
first steps are an immense leap forward.
The fourth born girl to a single mom dying with AIDS,
Anastasia was orphaned just weeks after her birth. Her
grandmother tried her level best to take care of four
grandchildren, all under the age of six. Each day she
would find a neighbor to tend the older ones and then
strap little Anastasia on her back, as she headed to a
local rock quarry, where for ten hours a day she would
chip larger rocks into smaller and smaller ones, when,
at the end of the day, she would pocket about
$1.50. Then she would make the long trek back home,
where Anastasia was untied from her back bundle and
placed in a cardboard box while grand mom cooked
and tended the older children.
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Strapped on her grandmother’s back, or laid in a box
nearly all of her hours for well more than a year, Anastasia’s body never thrived and her little legs never matured. Then the $1.50 quarried a day went away when

You can read more posts by Pastor Jim, Rudy
and Kate, and Pastor Jim Gates by visiting
treeoflives.org/category/joy-home/.
For $3,000 the Chapel can sponsor the cost to
run Joy Home for one whole month. Please
read more about Joy Home, and then consider
joining me in making a pledge to sponsor this
incredible place for one month.
If you don’t wish to make a special donation,
perhaps you’d like to purchase a loaf of bread
or some Kenyan tea, or to drop off your spare
change. Just look for the Mission Table to pop
up in the parlor.
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members and friends of The Chapel on the
Hill, Lake Geneva, Wisconsin.
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Website: www.chapelonthehill.net
E-mail: info@chapelonthehill.net.
Sunday Worship Services are held at 10:30
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Back issues of Chapel Call can be viewed on
our website, where Pastor Bardin’s Sunday
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Hats off Spring
Ladies Luncheon
June 3rd, 2012
For information see posting in our
parlor or a member of the
Hospitality Ministry .
Would you like to hostess a table?
Please contact Eileen Altenburg,
or sign up on the sheet in the
parlor

