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Screens in the Sanctuary?

by: Pastor Bob Bardin

Dear Friends,

Marks of Discipleship
Pray Daily
Worship Weekly
Study the Bible
Serve at, and beyond, the
Chapel on the Hill
Form Spiritual
Relationships
Encourage Spiritual
Growth in others
Give of your Time, Talent
and Resources

As I shared in a recent sermon, the older I get, the more I have to admit
that I have been wr….wr…..wrong about some things. One of the
things I have been wrong about is the insistence: “As long as I am
Pastor at the Chapel, there won’t be screens and projectors in the
sanctuary.” If you have not seen, you soon will. The screens and
projectors are being installed as I write. The Chapel board of elders
approved this in a meeting last month. I joined them in a unanimous
“aye.” Let me quickly share with you my thoughts about this.
I had long opposed the presence of screens in the sanctuary because
of concerns about worship crossing over the boundary between
offering and entertainment. Worship as an offering is directed to God.
What we “get out of it” is beside the point. Entertainment, by its very
nature, focuses on what is appealing to us. Video capability in a
sanctuary doesn’t necessarily mean crossing this boundary, but it does
mean that the potential is there.
I had also resisted screens because I did not want to see the
architecture of our worship space altered. Our sanctuary is rather
plain and has two focal points: the beauty of the creation surrounding
us and the Christus Rex, the risen and reigning Christ,
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free from the cross now behind him. I like it this way.
I certainly did not want big screens up front, detracting
from this simplicity and beauty.
Finally, I had resisted installation of video capability
because of the expense. Such technology does not
come cheap. At the Chapel, we live with a very tight
budget, unable to carry out some possible missions
and ministries because of budgetary constraints. I just
could not imagine taking already scarce funds away
from missions to apply to screens and projectors.
These were the crux of my “no screens in the
sanctuary” position. Now, here is what changed my
mind.
The third objection was answered by $15,000 in funds
made available from the Chapel Lakes Foundation,
with the stipulation that the money be expended on
building furnishings and not on mission activities. My
second objection was answered by the availability of
retractable screens that can be raised and lowered
with wireless technology. When we are finished
boxing in the screens on the front wall of the chancel,
their presence will be barely noticeable.
My first objection was the most significant, and the
last to give way. I think it finally did on January 23rd of
this year, the day when 76 year old Pope Francis
tweeted that the internet was “a gift from God.” I was
taken aback by this. Some of you know that I don’t
have the foggiest idea how to tweet and that I am wary
of devices like smart phones and tablets and such that
“connect” us while making it possible for a family to sit
at the dinner table together and never look up at each
other, much less speak. I am quick to point out how
the internet has broadened the reach of evil in
pernicious ways, citing as evidence statistics like: “40
% of downloads on the internet are pornographic.”
“Gift from God?” I would have had a hard time saying
that. But in pondering, here’s what I realized. While
the internet, as a powerful tool, raises the capacity for
evil’s greater expression, so too it raises the possibility
of the good. Sally is always, rightly, reminding me of
this. I have happily skyped with my children
continents and oceans away, researched sermons,

tracked down music, downloaded books, and kept up
with friends in ways that simply would not have been
possible before, all while grumbling like a curmudgeon
about the “modern era.” So, after pondering the
Pope’s quote (which I gleaned from the internet…ha!)
here’s the thought that came to me: video in the
sanctuary, like all technology, can either be a gift from
God or an evil blunder, depending upon how it is used.
Conservative person that I am, it has taken a long time
for me to decide that the possibility for the good
outweighs the risk of the other. But I have come to
that point.
How will the new technology be used? Well, it’s hard
to say in detail. Carefully, I’d say, conservatively,
thoughtfully, as we search for God’s good will and way.
We have a congregational meeting scheduled to
follow worship on April 6th. We’ll plan to project the
budget on the screen, facilitating a clearer
presentation. When we have missionaries come
home, or Bible school joys to share, we’ll be able to
see the joy, and not just hear about it. When we tell
the children about Christmas joy boxes during our
faith sharing time, we might actually be able to see the
results of love being shared. Why, I am told that it will
even be possible for us, if we wish, to join in a worship
service with our twinning church in Russia, host a Beth
Moore simulcast, or simply turn off our Pastor when
his sermon goes on too long. (OK, I made up that last
one.) Speaking of going on too long, I have. One last
point. A sizable number of you have none of the
concerns I’ve shared here, but are only absolutely glad
that we’re at last moving into the 20th century
technologically, if not yet the 21st. I’m happy for
you….no….I’m happy for us. We are, after all, an “us.”
Let everybody in our “us” praise God for the
generosity of the givers and the hard work of a team
of dedicated members that has made our new
possibility….well….possible. Let us ask God to guide us
in its faithful use.
Who knows? Next thing you know, you might get a
tweet from me. Don’t hold your breath.
Love to all.

Pastor Bob

The Bethel Class

by: Sally Bardin

As I write this article this morning,
I’ve just completed the final exam
for Bethel last night. It is quite a
surreal feeling, to be honest.
Certainly, there is a sense of
accomplishment and relief, but
there’s also a bittersweet feeling
too. To meet with the same group
of people, who shared the same
goal, every Thursday evening for
two years, can only bring a group
closer. We’ve laughed together,
complained to each other and
most importantly, been students
together. As I walked out last
night, I immediately sensed the
end of that special time together.
The Bethel Series Study has been
one of the most meaningful and
one of the most challenging

experiences I have had. To begin at
the very beginning of the Bible,
Creation, and see what God
intended and still intends is
humbling, exciting, and still beyond
my thoughts at times. I saw again
and again how much He loves us
and will not give up on us. Most of
the studies I have participated in
previous to Bethel have either
focused on a specific person,
theme, or book in the Bible. Bethel
begins at the basic level of God’s
intention and follows historically
and spiritually His plan for those
chosen to follow Him. Sometimes
I still have more questions than I
have answers, but more than ever,
I do at least have a sense of where
to go to search for those answers.

The concepts we have memorized
have become invaluable to me.
Despite my kicking and screaming
to retain them and the many
‘memory palaces’ where I have
them stored, I refer to them daily,
in my own life and with my clients.
More than ever, I am aware of
God’s powerful hand in our world.
I strongly encourage you to
consider becoming a Bethel
student. Judy and Bob, along with
Janet and Cheri, have been the best
teachers and cheerleaders. From
the beginning, there was a sense of
wanting us to succeed. I promise it
will make a difference that you
cannot even imagine.

Sally

Second Bethel Class Graduated
March 30th from Judy Ramacitti
Five individuals began a two year intensive
study of the Bible from beginning to end on
September 6, 2012. They responded to the Holy
Spirit’s nudge and the whisper in their ear
saying “You hoo, it’s your turn to take the Bethel
Bible Class!” They’ve grown from studying the
milk of the Word to studying the meat of the
Word. These graduates join over 100,000
Bethel students who are also graduating and
ready to lead other people into the scriptures.

Mark Badtke

Sally Bardin

Sharon Dexter

Lou Kowbel

Greg Odden

Thank you to our dedicated and gifted Bethel teachers, Judy Ramacitti,
Bob Bardin, Janet Nettekoven & Cheri Bartz

Chapel Lakes Foundation Challenges the Chapel!
We are excited to tell you about a wonderful opportunity that would
increase the funds we have for Missions, the Food Pantry, the Homeless
Shelter and other important programs of the Chapel. The Chapel Lakes
Foundation will give the Chapel an additional $2 for every $1 we collect
in congregational giving in 2014 that is above our 2013 congregational
giving total of $142,316. That means that if we are able to collect $5,000
more from our weekly giving by the end of the year, the Chapel Lakes
Foundation will give us an additional $10,000!
The Chapel spends its money prudently and faithfully, so an additional
$10,000 – or more if congregational giving is especially generous in
2014 – means we can do much more in our outreach and in our support
for important missions and education programs – all the things we do
so well. The Chapel Lakes Foundation challenge would allow us to do
this and more. To make it happen, we all need to step forward and
make 2014 a year in which we grow in faith and in our stewardship.
Please join us for this very worthwhile effort that offers such
opportunity for our church and its ministries.

Mark your Calendar
April 10
Planning Meeting for Chapel
Clean-up Day

April 12
CAC Spring Clean-up
April 13
Palm Sunday

April 17
Maundy Thursday – 7:30pm
Service with Passover Seder

April 18
Good Friday – 7:30pm
Tenebrea Service

April 20
Automatic Debit Makes Giving to the Chapel Easy
Would you like an easier way to give your weekly or other periodic
offering to the Chapel? Our new Automatic Debit Program will take an
amount you designate from your checking account automatically each
week, month, or any other frequency you prefer. You simply choose
the date to begin, the frequency, and the amount. And, you can easily
change it whenever you want, either by telling the Chapel office or
doing it privately at the secure online web site. A detailed annual
statement of your giving will be mailed to you at year-end for tax filing.
To get started, all you need to do is complete the form available at the
back of the sanctuary or in the office and put it in the envelope
provided. Julie Sommers, our Financial Secretary, will do the rest. Your
form and information will be kept in strictest confidence. And again,
you can change your amount or frequency - - or even suspend your
participation altogether at any time. If you prefer to set this up yourself
and manage on your computer, we will give you a web link to do so.
We hope you will consider this program, which will provide excellent
convenience for you, especially if you travel or are away some
weekends or simply want to reduce check-writing.

Jeff & Steve
Jeff Quinto and Steve St. Clair

Easter – 6:30am Sunrise
Service & 10:30am Easter
Celebration Service

April 24
Beth Moore Bible Study begins
10:00 am
April 26
Chapel Clean-up Day

May 18
Ladies’ Spring Tea, 1-3pm
May 17 & 19
Auditions for “Narnia the
Musical”

See the complete Chapel
calendar online at
www.chapelonthehill.net

Yes, Jesus Love Me
From Jeannie Licary

When we (Billy and me) were very
young, we learned "Jesus Loves me, this
I know..." from our mom. When we
started going to Sunday School, that
was the first song we sang before we
would go to our class. It was a sweet
little song. We would run home from
Sunday school singing - more like
shouting "Jesus loves me, this I know.
for the Bible tells me so. Little ones to
him belong. They are weak but He is
strong." We were the little ones in the
song - we knew that.
However, since we have been
watching "The Easter Experience"
Lenten series, I have really become
aware of just how much Jesus does love
me - and all of us. We are still the little
children no matter how old we are. It
has been very hard to watch at times,
which is good. I don't think any of us can
comprehend the true torture that Jesus
went through. Even when He was
having His last supper with His
disciples...He knew what was ahead of
him..
For so long I have taken my salvation
just a little too casually. Each spring is a
new awakening, but this year I have had
a new awakening as well, because...
"Jesus, truly does love us, this I Know!"

April
1 Peter Lechner
2 Judy Mayer
Page Vecitis
3 John Jaeger
Cyrus Noel
4 Rose Rusch
5 Lorre Morbeck
Patti Sulser
6 Sadie Jeninga
JoAnn Krause
Bryan Olson
7 Denise Olson
8 Eileen Altenburg
Carol Wilkinson

May
2
5
8
9
11
12
13
15
16
17
18
19
20

Lloyd Knutson
Tom Rohde
Anastasia Bouras
Nathan Johnson
Donna Badtke
Virginia Helgerson
Dolores Roloff
Harvey Altenburg
Linda Kouzes
Josh Farence
Doug Farrell
Maxx Basile
Hailey Badtke
Kayden Vavroch

9

21
26
27
28

Mark Badtke
Calvin Vernett
Lilly Regalia
Tony Lechner

12
15
16
18
19

Marla Hinners
Creighton Quinto
Phyllis Tiggemann
Barbara Coy
Tim Sulser
Andrea Thelan
Keegan Fitzpatrick
Doris Rohde
Mallory McGowan
Marilyn Kaufman
Adam Farence

If your special day is
missing from the list,
please let the Chapel
office, or your deacon
know. We don’t want to
miss anyone.

April 1 Rich & Marla Hinners
April 4 Tom & Doris Rohde
April 10 Harvey & Eileen Altenburg
April 14 Jack & Marilyn Lloyd
April 21 Damian & Chelby Daniels
May 1 Bill & Judy Maack
May 8 Sean & Fran Wallace
May 17 John & Linda Schilthelm
May 21 John & Colleen Dunford
May 23 Lee & Nancy Hoeft
May 25 Will & Cindy Brown
May 28 Greg & Cindy Odden

Thank you to everyone who
volunteered to help with
the nursery and Sonshine
Kids during Sunday worship
services. You are greatly
loved and appreciated.

Hats off to
Spring
Ladies’ Tea
Party
If you’d like to be a table
hostess, or a guest,
please sign up or talk to
Eileen Altenburg, Mary
Castle, or Peggy Kiddell.

Sunday, May 18

1:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m.

in the Parish Hall

Including a Fashion Show presented by Bradley’s of Delavan

Ladies’ Bible Study,

Living Beyond Yourself: Exploring the Fruit of the Spirit by Beth Moore
Join Beth Moore in a study of the fruit of The Holy Spirit as
presented in the book of Galatians. Beth walks participants
through each trait listed and encourages women to know the
freedom of a Spirit-filled life. Participants will look at the
supernatural aspects of the fruit. Beth challenges you to develop
the fruit by maintaining an intimate “relation-ship” with the
Spirit of God. A Spirit-filled life truly results in living beyond
yourself.

Study begins on Thursday, April 24, 2014, in the Chapel
Conference Room
Schedule: 10:00 coffee & refreshments; 10:30-? Bible study
This study will last 10 weeks. The study book costs about $20.00
(unless you have your previously used edition from Sept. 2005) 
If you are unable to do the daily Bible study lessons, you are still welcome to join us on
Thursday for the fellowship, discussion participation, and Beth Moore’s video lesson. You will
learn a lot even if you don’t do the daily lessons.
Eileen Altenburg, study leader

Spring IS on the Way!
Spring is officially be here. So if spring is officially here, what do we do
besides watch baseball? Well Spring clean of course.
Our Chapel is in serious need of spring cleaning. This year Larry Mayer
will be in charge of the details. Just as in the past, there will be a soup
lunch. This will be an “inside only” cleaning event.
A signup sheet will on a bulletin board and we really want to make this a
whole congregation event. We have many class rooms now, a nursery
and Sonshine kids room, Sunday school downstairs, choir room, kitchen,
and the list will go on and on. Everyone is touched by this building and we
want to be awesome stewards of this, our blessing. Besides… “many
hands make light work”
Our clean up date will be April 26 starting at 9:00 am.
Let’s all get involved!

You won't want to miss this twonight-only event! On June 28 &
29, Rex Wilkinson, along with a
few family and friends, will be
presenting his own original
production of What's Wrong With
Rex? This musical presentation
includes all original music and is
an expression of Rex's own
experiences with cancer. It is
sure to be an unforgettable
performance, mark your
calendars for Saturday, June 28
at 7:30pm and Sunday, June 29
at 3pm.

T.L.C. for the C.A.C
Saturday, April 12
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Have you always wanted to get involved with the theater? Here’s your chance! Join us
for a spring clean-up day at the Christian Arts Centre. We need many volunteers (able
bodies for heavy lifting, however there is less strenuous work to do as well), many
hands make for light work!

See you there!

N2440 Ara Glenn Dr.
Lake Geneva, WI 53147
(262) 245-9122
www.chapelonthehill.net

Palm Sunday, April 13
Worship Service, 10:30am
Chapel Sanctuary
Maundy Thursday, April 17
Worship with Passover Seder, 7:30pm
Chapel Sanctuary
Good Friday, April 18
Tenebrae Service, musical offering by the
Chapel Singers, Chapel Sanctuary
Easter Saturday, April 19
Service of prayer, music & meditation
Prayer Chapel, 9:00am
Easter Sunday, April 20
Sunrise Service, 6:30am
Prayer Chapel
Easter Celebration Service, 10:30am
Chapel Sanctuary

