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What we believe,
know and understand about God,
is a compilation of many things
handed down to us. Over time, our
belief system has been tested and
influenced by: our own intellect,
family, friends, educators,
traditions and the world at large.
Ultimately, what we embrace as
our belief system will be tested and
judged by Jesus Christ and His
Word.

We all have questioned.
“Why are there so many religions?”
“Why are there so many different
teachings (doctrines) about the Gospel
(plan of salvation)?”
One can become puzzled by having
to wade through volumes of creeds
and tenets of faith and then
wandering into a maze of historical
and denominational doctrines.

So then, what can we
say about God?
We know there is one undividable God
(Deuteronomy 6:4). God is a Spirit (John
4:24) and therefore invisible to man (John
1:18; I Timothy 6:16). He is omniscient (all
knowing), omnipresent (everywhere), and
omnipotent (all powerful) (Psalm 139;
Revelation 19:6).

In the Old Testament,
God manifested Himself many times in
visible ways (Genesis 18:1; Exodus 33:2223). In the New Testament, God manifested
Himself in human flesh as Jesus Christ, the
Son of God (John 1:1, 14; I Timothy 3:16). In
the Old Testament God revealed Himself by
the Name Jehovah or Yahweh, (which means
the Self Existing One or the Eternal One). In
the New Testament God revealed Himself by
the Name of Jesus Christ (which means
Jehovah-Saviour the anointed man or
Messiah).

All the names
and titles of the Deity, such as God, Jehovah,
Lord, Father, Word, and Holy Spirit, refer to
one and the same being. These various
names and titles simply denote
manifestations, roles, relationships to
humanity, modes of activity, or aspects of
God’s self-revelation. All these designations
of the Deity apply to Jesus, and all aspects of
the Divine personality are manifested in Him.
Jesus is God or Jehovah incarnate (Isaiah 9:6;
43:8-13; John 8:58; 20:28; II Corinthians
5:19; Colossians 2:9; I Timothy 3:16.

God’s (the Father’s) plan (Word-logos John
1:1,14) before creation was: to manifested
Himself in flesh (as a Son); give Himself to be
sacrifice and buried; raise Himself up again
and ascend into the heavens; pour out His
Spirit (the Holy Ghost) to believers; reveal His
saving Name (JESUS CHRIST) and the Gospel
plan of Salvation (Titus 2:11-14; Acts 2:38).

The Apostles
believed that Acts 2:38
contained the Gospel
plan of salvation, they
did not teach or
practice salvation by
works. On the contrary,
they believed that
salvation is the gift of
God given to us through
the sacrificial death,
burial and resurrection
of Jesus Christ.
Salvation is by grace
not by a person's
goodness or his
becoming good.

Salvation cannot be earned
by man’s rituals or ceremonies, not even by good works
or deeds. Rather it is bestowed upon us because we
believe in Jesus Christ and accept His Lordship in our
lives. Repentance and water baptism are acts of obedient
faith to the Word of God (not man’s works or ceremonies).

We must never allow
the words, "grace and faith" to displace the
power of them in the salvation experience.
Grace and faith are the basis and means of
salvation. Salvation involves turning from sin
(repentance), the removal of sin from a
person's life (water baptism) and the coming
of God's Spirit to live within his being. All
three of the following: repentance (death),
water baptism (burial), and the infilling of
the Spirit (resurrection), were taught as
essential for the new birth by Jesus Christ
and His apostles.

The Apostles understood
that God's grace is for whosoever will, and that faith
required obedience. Peter, John and Paul, preached
the Gospel message of repentance (death), water
baptism by immersion in the Name of Jesus Christ
(burial), and the infilling of the Holy Ghost with the
evidence of speaking in other tongues
(resurrection).

This outpouring of
the Holy Spirit
began on the Day of Pentecost, and it reaches
our generation with the same life-changing
experience and power today.

