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Things I want to remember from today’s message 

DISCUSSIONGUIDEWEEK1 :: Daniel 1 & 2
OPENING QUESTIONS:
Take a few minutes to introduce everyone in your group, and talk about 
something of interest from this past summer.
DIGGING DEEPER:
Read or Summarize Daniel 1 and 2. What’s going on in these chapters? 
What does it mean to be defiled by the world? What are some things you 
can do to protect yourself from being defiled?
What are the gods that are worshipped in our society today?

• What are the intellectual and moral effects of idolatry?
These boys were uprooted from their homeland and dropped into the 
middle of an exotic and rich culture. They could have indulged in the 
luxury of the king’s hospitality and few would have questioned their 
actions. Instead, they chose to discipline their appetites and maintain 
continuity with their own people. They wanted to maintain distinctiveness 
from those around them to remind them that they were children of God, 
and that’s where they found their identity. They did not conform to what 
the predominant culture around them said was acceptable; and because 
of this discipline, God used them to witness at the highest level within the 
pagan culture. The notion that self-sacrifice is better than self-indulgence 
goes against the typical teaching found in the world. 

• Where do you need to draw a line of distinction in your life? Where 
do you feel most challenged to fit in to the culture around you?

• What do you need to decide NOT to do right now? 
• What do you need to decide to DO right now?

King Nebuchadnezzar’s demand for his wise men to tell him and interpret 
his dream was unreasonable. Have you ever dealt with a person, perhaps 
a boss or teacher, who had unreasonable expectations? What are some 
incorrect ways we often respond to difficult situations? What lessons can 
you learn from Daniel on how to deal with these kind of situations/people? 

• What role should prayer play in this process? 
• What might God be able to teach you in these times of challenge? 

How might these situations be used to reveal God’s greatness?
As you think about Daniel 1 and 2, what lessons can we learn about living 
lives of integrity in a world of adversity?
PRAYER TIME:
Close your time together by sharing prayer requests and praises, and 
praying together. Ask God to bless your group through this season.



MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

Daniel 5:1-31
Our cliché ‘the writing is on the wall’ comes directly from this passage. 
In our vernacular we use it to refer to something obvious, ominous 
and imminent. The assumption for us is that we are literate and can 
read this kind of writing. Belshazzar may have been literate in an 
educational sense, but he was totally illiterate in understanding or 
even perceiving the things of God. The queen pointed him in the right 
direction, and Daniel interpreted the message and warned the king, 
but the king was too arrogant to repent. Is your pride preventing you 
from being literate in understanding the outcomes of your behavior? 
What is the writing on the wall for you? As you think about this, 
consider the consequences of lifestyle, personal habits and beliefs.

This prayer declares that Yahweh, the God of Israel, is the one true 
God, and the only one worthy of our trust. In comparison, the idols 
humans make are lifeless and fashioned out of silver and gold. While 
other powers in the world may challenge God, these gods are puny 
and impotent in comparison. The allure of wielding and controlling 
power and destiny distracts many of us, and causes many to trust 
vainly in security schemes of our own making. It is a striking and 
terrifying statement the Psalmist makes when he says we will become 
like the gods we make. The Bible is consistent in asking us, “How long 
will you be double-minded?” Time is frittering away, make the most of 
it and decide: ‘the world’ or God. It is impossible to have both.

One of my sales training instructors was known for being more like a 
drill sergeant, and had the reputation of holding back sales trainees 
for what seemed like very small things. At the end of the class, we 
were to give a product demonstration and expected to have a seven 
page script memorized word for word. We all knew the final exam was 
coming, there was a date on the calendar; and we knew it would 
separate those who would go on with the company and who would be 
turned away. Scripture is clear: Jesus will return! And when he does 
there will be a time of accountability for all of us. How are things with 
you and God right now? If you’re reading this and you’re not sure, 
perhaps now is the time to give your life to him. If you read this 
passage and wonder if your life will be found wanting, there is time to 
change right now, seek the Lord and begin serving those around you.

Psalm 115

Matthew 25:31-46
PRAYER CORNER:
Over these past weeks our news feeds have been filled with the 
devastating images of the severe flooding in Texas brought on by 
Hurricane Harvey, the damage inflicted by Hurricane Irma and the 
wildfires across the West. Please pray for all the people traumatized, 
and for those who are involved in the relief efforts.

• Pray for those who are still trapped, and for those most vulnerable
• Pray for the relief efforts: for the churches and other organizations 

that are mobilizing to house and care for those displaced
• Pray there would be an out-pouring of financial generosity 
• Pray for unity in this time of crisis, and that instead of finger-

pointing people would come together for the common good of each 
other and lay aside any political agendas

• You can give to the Nazarene Compassionate Ministries relief effort 
through our local church, or by going to nazarene.org

Acts 17:16-34

FRIDAY

Paul moves from talking about God’s life to discussing what our life in 
Christ ought to look like. Nothing we do earns our salvation, it is 
simply a gift given at the initiative and work of God. Do you ever think 
that you can sin a little here and there because you know God will 
forgive you? Paul addresses the commonly held thought that we are 
free to ‘live it up’ because of God’s generosity to forgive. He reminds 
us that when we turn to Jesus, we are dead to sin. Why would we 
want to live in sin any longer when the ‘wages of sin is death, but the 
gift of God is eternal life’? Sinful behavior is destructive to the new life 
we have in Christ, and a contradiction to who Jesus is. What sin are 
you letting occupy a place in your life? Pray, and begin to let it go.

Romans 6:1-23

THURSDAY

During Paul’s time, Athens was known as the “other religions” capital 
of his world. Paul gives us a model for dealing respectfully and 
lovingly with people of different faith traditions while still declaring our 
own faith clearly. In verse 28, he even quotes a Cretan philosopher 
named Epimenides and the Stoic poet Aratus. Paul was not bashful in 
speaking his mind, so a common stereotype of him might picture him 
emphatically denouncing the Athenians as pagans who were idolater 
and destined for hell. Unfortunately, many Christians today carry this 
same stereotype. Paul shows us a different way to engage, what is it? 
How can openness to ideas and cultures different than your own allow 
you to move toward conversation rather than condemnation?


