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Things I want to remember from today’s message 
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SUMMERSERIES

SUNDAYSCHOOLCLASSES

Sunday Mornings at 9am 
Kids 

Nursery (birth-2) in the nursery (downstairs) 
Age 3- Kindergarten in Room 109 

Elementary (Grades 1-5) in Room 110 

Teens 
Student Ministries (Grades 6-12) in the Teen Room 

Adults 
Class with Carl Birchard in the Library 

Class with Wayne Lobaugh in Room 106 
Faith Connections in Room 105 

    Joseph: Colors of the Gospel 
  Jul 22  Genesis 37:1-36 

  Jul 29  Genesis 39:1-23 

  Aug 5  Genesis 40:1-23 

  Aug 12 Genesis 41:1-57 

  Aug 19 Genesis 42:1-44:34 

  Aug 26 Genesis 45:1-47:12 

  Sep 2  Genesis 47:13-31 

  Sep 9  Genesis 50:12-21 



TUESDAY Genesis 37:12-36

MONDAY

While the main purpose of the Joseph narrative isn’t for us to harvest 
all the moral lessons about what to do or what not do, there are many 
life situations that are true to human existence that we can learn from. 
In this opening episode, we see how favoritism, arrogance and 
jealousy work to split apart a family. Jacob favors Joseph over his 
other boys which sets the stage for their jealous rage. Joseph’s 
seeming arrogance inflames their anger so much that they can’t even 
speak a kind word to him. Instead of killing Joseph, the brothers 
decide to sell him into slavery, thus ending his dreams, so they think. 
Through this, God’s promise to Abraham is never in jeopardy, even 
when human action works against it. It is good to remember that what 
people intend for harm, God can use for good and for his glory.

Genesis 37:1-11 Proverbs 26

FRIDAY

The radio filled the room with Bill Wither’s words “Lean on me, when 
you’re not strong, and I’ll be your friend, I’ll help you carry on.” A 
catchy tune about sharing our burdens with one another. I set those 
along side the words of a friend who recently shared, ‘I don’t want to 
be a bother to you’ while we were discussing something he needed. 
What are friends for if we can’t bother each other once in awhile for a 
helping hand or a shoulder to cry on? Isn’t it true that meaningful 
relationships are based on being mutually dependent on one other? 
As I reflected on this, I realized we spend a lot of time and effort to 
remove dependencies on others. Maybe I should say we shift our 
dependencies to things we can control. We don’t want to appear 
dumb, so instead of asking the ‘stupid question’ we ‘Google it.’ We 
don’t want to burden our neighbor by borrowing a hedge trimmer, so 
we Amazon Prime it. Technology can be a wonderful thing, don’t hear 
me wrong, but we are transferring our dependency on people to things 
that we think are designed to make us happy and satisfied without 
messy emotional involvement. Human relationships have an element 
of struggle and awkwardness, but aren’t those things part of life? 
When we learn to work through issues with people we learn 
something about ourselves and about life itself. It goes further, I 
wonder how this applies to our dependence upon God? Does this kind 
of thinking hamper our ability to trust Him? Scripture beckons us to 
lean on God in times of strength and weakness, to trust him to know 
our needs and provide for them. It’s also true that together we are 
stronger, we need each other to lean on and help each other carry on.

Ecclesiastes 4:10-12

THURSDAY

Perhaps one of the biggest lies children learn is found in the saying 
“Sticks and stones will break my bones, but words will never hurt me.” 
The words we choose to speak about one another can either bring life 
and vitality, or can destroy. You can be wounded deeply by gossip, 
complaints and criticism, especially when coming from people whom 
you believe you can trust. In my experience, Christians are famous for 
rationalizing, even justifying, this behavior away. Scripture consistently 
says if we don’t have something nice to say we should simply “Zip it!”  
Of course there are times for helpful rebuke and correction, but 
Scripture is also consistent in teaching this should happen in a small 
closed environment, and is used to build one another up in love. May I 
encourage you to make amends where necessary; and be a person 
who will call out and stop gossip when you hear it?

WEDNESDAY Psalm 129
Have you ever been treated harshly or unfairly? Perhaps someone 
lied about you, cheated you intentionally, physically abused you or 
kept you at the margins by ignoring you. Jesus said we all have 
enemies, some of whom may even be family or those close to us. But 
he said, like the Psalmist, that we should not retaliate, but rather pray 
for them, trusting God is righteous and will deal accordingly with those 
who have wronged us. Do you have evidence that God is with you, 
even through tough times? God’s presence in our lives is the reason 
we can look back over a life filled with the ‘plow marks’ of oppression 
and see them as a blessing, for he is good, and in him there is 
freedom.

As you read through this part of Joseph’s life, you may wonder where 
God is in the story. He is not mentioned even once, yet he is close at 
hand. He is there even in the traumatic times and situations of life; 
some of which are beyond our control and others of our own making. 
God can work through anything, even the evil plans of humans, to 
accomplish his plan of salvation. The Bible tells the story of God 
redeeming humans who are mired in conflict, pain and brokenness. 
We see a gracious God who is always nearby, ready with a message, 
a vision, a reassurance, and numerous promises to show us that He is 
working, as Paul wrote “in all things…for the good of those who love 
him (Romans 8:28).


