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Duct Tape, Zip Ties and WD-40 for Relationships :: Colossians 3:15-4:1

Things I want to remember from today’s message 

w w w . c e n t r a l i a c h u r c h . c o m

Colossians 3:18-4:1
3:15 And let the peace that comes from Christ rule in your 
hearts. For as members of one body you are called to live in 
peace. And always be thankful. 16 Let the message about 
Christ, in all its richness, fill your lives. Teach and counsel 
each other with all the wisdom he gives. Sing psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs to God with thankful hearts. 
17 And whatever you do or say, do it as a representative of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through him to God the 
Father. 18 Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting for 
those who belong to the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives 
and never treat them harshly. 20 Children, always obey your 
parents, for this pleases the Lord. 21  Fathers, do not 
aggravate your children, or they will become discouraged. 
22 Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything you do. 
Try to please them all the time, not just when they are 
watching you. Serve them sincerely because of your 
reverent fear of the Lord. 23 Work willingly at whatever you 
do, as though you were working for the Lord rather than for 
people. 24  Remember that the Lord will give you an 
inheritance as your reward, and that the Master you are 
serving is Christ. 25 But if you do what is wrong, you will be 
paid back for the wrong you have done. For God has no 
favorites. 4:1 Masters, be just and fair to your slaves. 
Remember that you also have a Master—in heaven.

Today’s Text from the New Living Translation



TUESDAY Colossians 3:22-4:1 

MONDAY

Today, the beginning of this passage is like sand paper to our ears. 
We cringe and subconsciously tell Paul, ‘You’re on your own with this 
one Pal!’ What does he mean by ‘wives submit to your husbands’? We 
must remember to read this in the context of the entire passage. We 
know Paul valued and dignified women, believing women were equal 
partners with men, which went against the general society. Paul is 
teaching that the reality of living out Christian faith is first learned and 
expressed in the context of the daily reality of our homes…with the 
people who are closest to us. As we learn to live into the attributes 
God prefers for us, we do so in our relationships. You don’t get a pass 
on treating your spouse like garbage; instead God wants us to honor 
and respect each other, and live in mutually sacrificial ways.

Colossians 3:12-21

PRAYER CORNER:
As you pray this week, focus on a phrase of the Lord’s Prayer each day:

• Sunday: Pray for the hallowing of God’s name in worship
• Monday: Pray for the reign of God to be evident as you return to work
• Tuesday: Pray for an accurate understanding of God’s will that leads 

to your obedience and holy discernment in daily decisions
• Wednesday: Pray for God’s provision of your material needs, 

remembering to intercede for those who lack basic resources 
necessary to sustain their existence

• Thursday: Pray for God’s guidance in seeking reconciliation
• Friday: Pray that God will intervene graciously in the affairs of 

nations, states and cities to bring true deliverance from the 
overwhelming powers and structures of evil

• Saturday: Give thanks for all that God has accomplished in your 
week, offering praise for the victories that are already evident 

Ephesians 4:1-7

FRIDAY

Proverbs 28:13 says, “Those who hide their sins won’t succeed, but 
those who confess and give them up will receive mercy.” One of the 
great privileges and joys I have is praying with people who recognize 
sin and brokenness in their lives and openly confess it seeking 
forgiveness. Confession is good for your soul. It is often hard to face 
sin, and much easier to try and hide it. But hiding sin puts us in 
captivity, and sin in our lives holds power over our thoughts and 
actions. Confession gives us freedom from this prison. James even 
connects physical healing and new life with it. Are there things you’re 
hiding that you need to bring out into the open? Jesus has already 
forgiven you, ask him, and step into this freedom today.

James 5:13-20

THURSDAY

We were unloading our shopping cart onto the self check-out station 
at a grocery store, and across the way there was a huge explosion. It 
wasn’t dynamite, but it sent emotional shrapnel flying everywhere. 
Apparently this woman was not checking out their groceries ‘correctly’ 
and her husband lost it, shouting and insulting her. We could see her 
shrink and choke back the tears. He was a combustible person, and 
we live in a world full of people on the edge and ready to explode. 
How do we function and live in such a place as followers of Christ? 
Paul’s advice helps us; for starters be humble, gentle and patient; and 
out of your love, make sure you make room for one another’s faults, 
and don’t forget to be eager to maintain peace and seek unity. Well 
now, that ought to keep us busy till Jesus returns… Lord help us!

WEDNESDAY James 3:13-18
The counsel of Scripture on wisdom says, “The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning (or foundation) of wisdom; all who obey his commandments 
will grow in wisdom…” (Psalm 111:10). As we give God the highest 
priority in our lives and follow his guidance, we will become both wise 
and humble. Of course, this challenges the wisdom of the world that 
trumpets self-sufficiency through power, experience and education. 
Such wisdom will likely be filled with selfish ambition and envy which 
leads to disorder and every evil practice. How does James describe 
wisdom from God (v17)? Compare the fruits of wisdom to Jesus’ 
teaching in the Beatitudes (Matthew 5:3-12). What differences would 
you notice in your life if you reaped the fruit of wisdom?

It has been my experience that, on occasion, employees may look at 
their bosses and begin to compare their own efforts, skills and 
qualifications to theirs. Sometimes this is to learn and get better; but 
every so often, this kind of comparison leads an employee to think 
their boss does not deserve the position they hold or the 
compensation they receive. Left unchecked, this kind of attitude leads 
to resentment and bitterness, and productivity likely falls off. Have you 
ever felt you were more deserving than your boss, that you should be 
the one doing their job? According to Paul, how should we go about 
our work? With what attitude should we view those who employ us? 
How can verse 23 help you?


