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Things I want to remember from today’s message 
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DISCUSSIONGUIDE
OPENING QUESTIONS:
When have you witnessed someone’s life radically change for the better? 
How did you react? What did you think and say about that person? What 
did you say to that person?
DIGGING DEEPER:
Read Colossians 1:1-14
What do we learn about the Colossians based on this opening passage? 
Why was Paul thankful for the Colossians? 

• What is the biblical understanding of hope?
• What is the connection between faith, hope and love?
• Why are faith and love the products of hope? 
• Why must hope exist first?
• How does Paul talk about hope as both a present and future reality? 
• Look at Wednesday’s devotional together. How do you feel about 

thinking you are ‘a little slice of heaven.’ In what specific ways, can 
you share this kingdom reality with specific people in your life?

• How can we tell if we are demonstrating ‘love in the Spirit’?
How does Paul’s prayer encourage the Colossian Christians to stick with 
their faith for the long haul? 

• What does he pray for specifically? 
• How is Paul’s prayer transferrable to us today? 
• In what ways does this passage bring you encouragement in your 

own walk of faith?
Paul is always talking about fruit. The fruit of the Gospel, the fruit of the 
Spirit, fruit produced in our lives individually and fruit evident through our 
lives together in the church. Needless to say, bearing fruit is an important 
part of being a Jesus follower. If Paul were to visit you, he would likely ask 
you if you have any fruit. How would you answer him? What evidence 
would you give him? And if he were to walk into our church some Sunday, 
he would ask the same question, do you have any fruit? How would you 
answer him? What fruit do you see in our church?
Producing fruit is an ongoing process. How can you grow more fruit? In 
what ways could our church bear more fruit? How are you part of that?
Paul did not know the people in this church, only of them by the reports 
he received; yet he prayed for them. How does this passage teach you to 
pray for people even though you might not know exactly what’s on their 
prayer concern list?
PRAYER TIME:
Close your time together by sharing requests and praises, and praying 
together. Those who feel comfortable can pray as they feel led.



TUESDAY Acts 2:1-41

MONDAY

Paul continues to pray for a deeper understanding of the Gospel and 
that this message would take root and continue bearing fruit in their 
lives. Paul’s prayer is for strength in the glorious power of God. As you 
grow in the Lord, are filled with the Holy Spirit, and practice putting the 
Gospel to work in your life and in your actions, you will have the 
endurance and patience to stand firm against the challenges and 
tensions of living in this world. Paul is relentless in his writing about 
fruit…the fruit of the Gospel which is people coming to a saving faith 
in Jesus, and the ‘fruits’ such as joy and thanksgiving we find in our 
lives both personally and corporately in the church. If Paul were to 
visit and ask the question ‘Have you/we any fruit?’ How would you 
answer him, and what evidence would you give?

Colossians 1:1-14

PRAYER CORNER:
As you pray this week, focus on a phrase of the Lord’s Prayer each day:

• Sunday: Pray for the hallowing of God’s name in worship
• Monday: Pray for the reign of God to be evident as you return to work
• Tuesday: Pray for an accurate understanding of God’s will that leads 

to your obedience and holy discernment in daily decisions
• Wednesday: Pray for God’s provision of your material needs, 

remembering to intercede for those who lack basic resources 
necessary to sustain their existence

• Thursday: Pray for God’s guidance in seeking reconciliation
• Friday: Pray that God will intervene graciously in the affairs of 

nations, states and cities to bring true deliverance from the 
overwhelming powers and structures of evil

• Saturday: Give thanks for all that God has accomplished in your 
week, offering praise for the victories that are already evident 

Luke 11:1-13

FRIDAY

New Testament authors used the Greek word ekklesia, which means 
‘an assembly of people’ to describe the Church. It’s always a good 
reminder that the church is not a specific building or a denomination, 
but a people who are called together by God based on their 
confession that Jesus is Lord and Messiah. Together we gather as a 
group of people bonded by our love for God and for each other. We 
are pledged to each other through our commitment to our Lord Jesus. 
We don’t ‘go to church,’ we ‘are the church.’ When you consider this 
statement, what goes through your mind? What does it mean in your 
life that you are the church? Who can you be Jesus to today?

1 Thessalonians 1:1-3

THURSDAY

Wanting to be like their master, the disciples asked Jesus how they 
should pray. The pattern of prayer Jesus teaches his disciples focuses 
more on what God wants than on our own wants and desires. Half the 
prayer is focused on worshipping God, magnifying his name and 
asking for his Kingdom to come, and not our own. This prayer is about 
God’s will taking shape and becoming reality. Somehow Jesus 
believes it is enough for us to ask for what we need to sustain our 
daily lives, and that we should concern ourselves with forgiveness, 
being free from evil and the things that pull us away from God. It’s a 
very simple prayer, especially considering the many of the ways we 
pray today, but it rightfully focuses our attention on God. How might 
using this prayer, or its form, reshape your current prayer life?

WEDNESDAY 1 John 3:19-24
You’ve heard the saying, “that was a little slice of heaven.” How do 
you define heaven? One of my favorite ways is simply “The space 
God occupies.” But where is this, we want to know? When we believe 
in Jesus, obey his commandments and love one another, John says, 
God abides in us. We will know this to be true by the witness of his 
Holy Spirit. Have you ever considered yourself (your life) to be a ‘little 
slice of heaven’? You may struggle with this reality when you look at 
things that overwhelm you, or the imperfections you notice in yourself, 
or the broken relationships, or the… stop this kind of thinking. Live into 
the reality that someone today might experience the presence of God 
(heaven) through you! He lives in you for this very purpose!

The biblical terms for ‘Spirit’ are also the same words for breath and 
wind. These expressions can be understood to convey a sense of the 
vital and mysterious power of life. When we say we ‘believe in the 
Holy Spirit,’ we are naming God as the source of that which empowers 
us to live as the Creator intends. Jesus’ disciples experienced the 
powerful life-giving infilling of the Spirit at Pentecost. The Spirit rushed 
upon them like a mighty wind and turned fearful, anxious, timid people 
into emboldened and courageous witnesses of Jesus’ resurrection 
and the life available through believing in Him. Pray today that God 
would fill you and give you this same passion and courage and drive 
to proclaim his word boldly.


