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In the Economy of the Great Physician :: Mark 5:21-43 :: Pastor Dave Bach

Things I want to remember from today’s message 
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DISCUSSIONGUIDE
OPENING QUESTIONS:
Talk about a time when you’ve been in a hurry to get somewhere and 
have been interrupted and delayed in your journey.
DIGGING DEEPER:
Read Mark 5:21-43
What impressions do you get about Jairus and the woman? 

• What place do each of these characters hold in society?
• What were the consequences of the woman’s condition?

• Why does she sneak up behind Jesus and touch his cloak instead 
of talking to him directly?

• The crowd around Jesus was thick, and many people likely 
touched him, why do you think Jesus’ power affected this woman 
and not anyone else?

• Why do you think Jesus searched her out of the crowd and forced 
her to reveal herself to him?

• This woman exhausted all her resources before taking her problem to 
Jesus. Do you operate in the same way, exploring all possible 
solutions before taking it to the Lord? Talk about a time when this 
scenario was true in your life.  

Given Jesus’ mixed reputation, how might Jairus’s actions affect him 
politically, socially, and religiously?

• What do you think was going through Jairus’s mind when Jesus 
stopped to restore the woman? What would you have been thinking?

• While talking with the woman on the way to Jairus’s house, a 
messenger arrives with news that his daughter has died. How does 
Jesus respond to the news?

• Jesus comforted Jairus by saying “Don’t be afraid; just believe.” How 
are these words applicable to your life right now?

• If you were one of the little girl’s parents, having witnessed this 
miracle and receiving Jesus’ instructions not to tell anyone about it, 
what would you tell the crowd outside your house?

Which character do you identify with more, Jairus or the woman? Why?
What were the main points Pastor Dave talked about in being in the 
economy of the Great Physician? How do these apply to you right now?
What does this passage teach us about Jesus? In this particular story, 
what do we learn about Jesus’ compassion for people in need? How does 
this challenge our church, and you in particular?
PRAYER TIME:
Close your time together by sharing requests and praises, and praying 
together. Those who feel comfortable can pray as they feel led.



TUESDAY Genesis 12:1-9

MONDAY

In the stories of Jesus, we regularly see him crossing boundaries and 
breaking down ‘walls’ constructed to separate people. When Jesus 
arrived on the other side of the Sea of Galilee, he crossed over the 
boundary separating Jews and Gentiles. Immediately he is met by a 
demon possessed man who lives in a cemetery near a herd of pigs. 
According to Jewish laws of cleanliness, this man has three strikes 
against him, yet Jesus busts down this wall. When Jesus moves, he 
often ignores boundaries of separation we draw to keep ourselves 
safe, secure and ‘clean.’ It’s like Jesus goes around with a giant pink 
eraser and begins to wipe away all the lines we insist on drawing. 
Perhaps we ought to pick up an eraser and start doing this same kind 
of Jesus work in our own community.

Mark 5:1-20

PRAYER CORNER:
Ten Essential Prayers for Missions-focused Communities  

• Lord, may your kingdom come and your will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven

• Lord, search and cleanse the thoughts and intentions of our hearts
• Lord, keep your church unified in spirit and free from division
• Lord, may the mission be about You, not about us
• Lord, give your church a bold spirit to proclaim the gospel
• Lord, strengthen those who are being persecuted for their witness
• Lord, call and send gifted workers into the mission field
• Lord, help us to trust you in all things
• Lord, open doors for ministry and give us wisdom and grace to speak 

your word clearly
• Lord, may minds, hearts, and eyes be opened to the light of Christ

Mark 5:21-43

FRIDAY

As Jesus is wrapping up his teaching in the Sermon on the Mount he 
talks about not worrying about our daily physical needs because God 
already knows what we need (6:25-34). He’s talking about the attitude 
of our soul, we need not fear and worry about these things, but this 
does not mean we do not ask for what we need. Many wonder about 
the necessity of asking God for things if he already knows. It’s a good 
question. The simplest answer is that God likes to be asked because 
it brings us into dialog and deepens our relationship with hm. P.T. 
Forsyth rightfully says that “love loves to be told what it already 
knows…It wants to be asked for what it longs to give.” Go ahead, ask 
God for the things you need, however ordinary they may seem.

Matthew 7:7-11

THURSDAY

You’ve likely heard it said that ‘desperate times call for desperate 
measures.’ In this passage we encounter two very desperate people  
from opposite ends of the social spectrum approaching Jesus for help. 
First we learn about Jairus, a respected synagogue leader who comes 
because his daughter is dying. Then we are introduced to a nameless, 
outcast woman who has been bleeding for twelve years. The woman 
finds healing even on the very edge of Jesus’ presence, and is 
restored to community when Jesus calls her ‘daughter.’ Jairus’s 
daughter is restored to life and her family when Jesus takes her hand. 
God has the power to restore anyone, and we are encouraged to 
bring our deepest needs to him. Perhaps for Christians, desperate 
times call us to exercise faith and lean on Jesus more heavily.

WEDNESDAY 1 Kings 19:1-9
Afraid, exhausted, overwhelmed and depressed, Elijah ran away into 
the wilderness where he collapsed in the shade under a broom tree 
and asked God to take his life. We’ve all found ourselves in times and 
places where we collapse ‘under a broom tree’. Oswald Chambers 
reminds us that if we were incapable of being depressed ‘we would 
have no capacity for happiness and exaltation.’ God’s prescription for 
Elijah’s depression was simply to rise and care for his physical needs. 
Perhaps returning to the ordinary things of life helps us find God in the 
details of our existence. When you are worn out and depressed, God 
says ‘eat and rest.’ This may be the most spiritual thing you can do in 
the moment; you can trust God to refresh your soul.

Abraham and his family had been settled and living in Haran for quite 
some time when God came to him and asked him step out in faith and 
leave his comfortable place to move to an unknown foreign land. God 
promised to bless Abraham and make him into a great nation (even 
though he did not have any children at the time). God’s promise might 
have seemed far-fetched, and his request too difficult, yet Abraham 
had faith in God and complied without a single question. Abraham 
chose to live by faith and not by sight. Have you ever had an 
experience where God called you to give up something familiar, and 
alter your life in some way? If so, how did you respond? Maybe he is 
nudging you now, and the question is how will you answer him?


