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Field Testing Your Faith :: Mark 6:1-13 :: Pastor Dave Bach

Things I want to remember from today’s message 

w w w . c e n t r a l i a c h u r c h . c o m

COREGROUPS

COREGROUPS 
Here at Centralia Church, we want to instill three values 

into each and every one of our lives:
Holiness: leading a Christ-like life

Community: finding a place to be connected
Service: reaching out in love to serve others

We believe CORE GROUPS are a catalyst in helping 
us achieve this together.

We believe an essential part of being a disciple of Jesus 
is to share this experience with others who are trying to 

do the same thing. Groups are encouraged to gather, eat 
together, read and talk about the Bible, pray together and 

serve together.
Our Core Group ministry will resume in January 15. 

You’ll have the opportunity to sign up for a group on 
Sunday(s) March 18, 25, April 1 and 8. If you would like 
to explore what it means to host or lead a group, please 
contact Pastor Trent in the church office or email him at 

trent@centraliachurch.com

Connect with us on Facebook 
@CentraliaChurch



TUESDAY Mark 4:26-34

MONDAY
Jesus was amazed at the faith of the Gentile centurion, said he had 
not seen that much faith in Israel. The faith Jesus found so amazing 
wasn't that the centurion believed his servant would be healed, but 
that he had the faith to place himself under the authority of the Jesus. 
The centurion’s faith was not in his desired outcome. His faith was in 
Jesus, whatever happened. To be truly under the authority of Jesus 
means that we continue to believe him, even when we do not 
understand him. The centurion’s servant was healed, but there are 
plenty of people who are not healed. How do we explain the pain of 
those who suffer in spite of all our prayers? We can’t always explain 
Jesus. If we could, he would be under our authority. We don’t have to 
understand. That kind of faith is rare. So rare it amazes even Jesus.

Luke 7:1-7

PRAYER CORNER:
This week’s prayer focus is on Psalm 24. Take the time to read and 
reflect on the words of this Psalm as you sit before the Lord in prayer.
• What does it mean to have ‘clean hands and pure hearts’? 

• Consider these words of Dietrich Bonhoeffer,“Only those who 
have surrendered their hearts completely to Jesus that he may 
reign in them alone. Only those whose hearts are undefiled by 
their own evil - and by their own virtues too.” 

• What do you learn about God in this Psalm? Based on this Psalm, 
what are three names you could give God?

Mark 6:1-13

FRIDAY

Buried in the middle of a book focused on lament and grieving, we find 
these rich words of praise, naming God as loving, merciful and faithful. 
Are you going through a time of pain and despair? Or maybe you’re 
struggling to break patterns of sin in your life? Perhaps you have 
asked for forgiveness and tried to move on, but your memory gets the 
best of you and you struggle under the heavy burden of guilt of past 
failures. Remember that God’s mercy is new every morning. Soak in 
that for a moment, and reflect on how God has been merciful to you 
recently. Focus on how God saves us from the punishment we 
actually deserve (mercy), and gives us the blessing of new life for 
which we do not deserve (grace).

Lamentations 3:21-26

THURSDAY

Some people have an aggressive competitive streak, one that 
compels them to win at any cost, even when playing little children at 
CandyLand - so I've been told. While not everyone is competitive, I've 
yet to meet someone who likes losing or laying down an argument. 
Notice that this is precisely what Jesus teaches his disciples to do 
when people reject them. Jesus didn’t tell his disciples to argue with 
those who disagreed with them. He didn’t tell them to try to prove or 
debate the issue. Instead, he told his disciples to shake the dust off 
their feet and move on. Craig Barnes says, “We can’t try to do 
something as important as offering grace, healing and the freedom 
from evil without meeting resistance. When we spend too much time 
in unproductive debates about these things, it may have more to do 
with our need to be victorious than with our desire to see God 
victorious.” God can handle his own arguments, and our job is simply 
to bear witness and celebrate what he is doing in people’s lives.

WEDNESDAY Isaiah 65:17-25
You would be hard pressed to find a person who doesn’t want a world 
full of joy and delight, where there is no weeping or cries of distress. 
Isaiah identifies the difference between the ‘old order’ of this present 
world, fraught with pain and strife brought about by human sin, and 
the ‘new order’ God will bring about that will be filled with harmony, 
justice and peace. Isaiah focuses our attention on the day when the 
Lord will bring about this new creation. As we await this coming day, 
each act of redemption by the Lord brings peace, and portions of our 
current situation under his kingship. As the children of God, we are 
ambassadors of this peace. Look for an opportunity, whether in word 
or deed, to bring the Lord’s peace into someone’s life today.

As you read through this passage, think about what these two parable 
images teach you about the Kingdom of heaven. Our natural human 
desire for a kingdom is to be lavish and grandiose, yet the imagery 
here suggests God’s Kingdom is initially to be found in small things 
and in small ways; and once we have the seeds of His Kingdom 
planted in us they will grow to be much greater in size and value. We 
can look at our own faith this way. Do you ever feel like you’re 
insignificant, maybe just a mustard seed? On our own we are not 
much, but with God we can yield great results for the Kingdom. What 
boundaries are you drawing around your faith that may be impairing 
the exponential growth of the Kingdom of heaven in you?


