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Exorcising the Ghost of Christmas Past :: Psalm 85 :: Pastor Dave Bach

Things I want to remember from today’s message 

w w w . c e n t r a l i a c h u r c h . c o m

ADVENT SUNDAYS at 10:30am

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES

December 3 
Here I Raise My Ebenezer 

Mark 1:1-8 
December 10 

Exorcising the Ghost of Christmas Past 
Psalm 85 

December 17 
The Legacy of Christmas Yet to Come 

Psalm 126 

Full Children’s Programming and Nursery Available 

We are offering two identical services for you to choose from: 

Saturday, December 23 at 7pm or 
Sunday, December 24 at 10:30am 

The Christmas Present 
Luke 2:1-20 

Nursery Available for infants to age 3

NEW YEAR’S EVE SERVICE
Sunday, December 31 at 10:30am 

Three Resolutions Everyone Should Make for the New Year 

Nursery Available for infants to age 3



TUESDAY Luke 1:26-38

MONDAY
The word ‘peace’ conjures up many images in our minds. Peace is a 
freedom from danger, or it can be a sense of tranquility and quietness 
that often eludes us. It sometimes signals an untroubled time in our 
relationships with others and God, and for some, a sense of peace 
assures us we are on the right path. Reality tells us that life is full of 
bumps and valleys and storms – things that weigh us down and 
trouble our souls. As humans, we find ourselves in various kinds of 
conflict with other people, and within ourselves. But when we long for 
peace in the midst of these conflicts, we are told it can be found in 
worshipping and trusting the Lord. The Old Testament word for peace 
is ‘shalom’ which in its simplest form means, completeness. If we are 
fearful or anxious or at odds with someone, we may feel much less 
than complete. As you think about your life right now, what conflicts 
are occupying your thoughts? Do you truly desire peace or are you 
content with letting the turmoil brew?

Psalm 85

PRAYER CORNER:
Generous Father, 

through grace, each day you send me out with the tools of faith, hope 
and love to build your kingdom. But sometimes I leave the tools in the 

toolbox on a shelf at home. 
Be patient with me when, distracted, I am slow to love you - and to love 
you in my brother and sister. Refuel my faith and heighten my hope that 

charity might once again be reborn in my heart. Amen.
(From: Advent and Christmas Wisdom from Thomas Aquinas)

Isaiah 8:1-15

FRIDAY

God is not an immovable object somewhere ‘out there’ that we must 
travel great distances to find. During Advent we rehearse our memory 
that God is with us. Eugene Peterson reminds us that God is “not a 
fixed point on an astronomer’s map. He’s active and moving — he 
comes. And this movement has direction — he comes to us.” He 
doesn’t wander around window shopping from galaxy to galaxy, 
juggling the moons of Jupiter and casually admiring the rings of 
Saturn. We are his destination.” This helps me. Knowing God is with 
me to lead and my travel companion from sadness to joy; from doubt 
to faith; from hate to love; from self-centeredness to compassion. 
When I’m lost — he is already there to help, and I do not have to go 
out in search for him, all I have to do is call on his name. In light of this 
reality of God, how should you live?

Isaiah 9:2-7

THURSDAY

The sadness evident in a ‘blue Christmas’ flies in the face of the 
notion that the holidays are about festive merriment, parties and good 
cheer. Truth be told, for many people, Christmas brings out painful 
emotion. Many things put a damper on the season, and not everyone 
feels like being ‘cheery and bright.’ In the middle of very troubling 
things Isaiah says, “The Lord Almighty is the one you are to regard as 
holy, he is the one you are to fear, he is the one you are to dread. He 
will be a holy place…” (Isaiah 8:13-14a). Did you catch that last part? 
God will be your holy place — your sanctuary. God’s promise is that 
he is our sanctuary, especially for those living in dark times. Be 
attentive to those around you who may experience more ‘blue’ than 
‘red and green.’ If you struggle with the blues this season, remember 
God gives you sacred space to be in His presence, and in this 
sanctuary you will find both comfort and healing.

WEDNESDAY Hebrews 12:15 
This season of abundant, and seemingly, required social and family 
gatherings often rips the scabs off old wounds or raises our blood 
pressure because we just don’t want to face that person in our world 
who was weened on a dill pickle and only has hurtful and negative 
things to say. The bible is consistent in its instruction to let go of this 
bitterness and resentment. If we insist on hanging onto this stuff it’s 
like what poison does to a plastic container, it eats it from the inside. 
Be reminded of God’s forgiveness for you, and may that spark a 
desire to begin letting go of the resentment you’ve been carrying 
around. May the joy of the Lord fill you, and may it spill out to others!

For God to ask Mary to smuggle his grace into the world through the 
fruit of her womb was a lot to ask of Mary, an innocent teenage girl 
who thought what Gabriel suggested was totally impossible. Do the 
things God asks of you seem impossible, or are they simply things 
that you do not want to do? As Christians, perhaps Gabriel’s message 
to Mary is intended for all of us, for we are now entrusted with the task 
of bringing Jesus to the world’s in which we find ourselves. A 
seemingly impossible task…but are you open to the impossible in 
your life? May Mary’s response be our response — ‘I am the servant 
of the Lord, let it be with me according to your word’…let it be with me,


