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Things I want to remember from today’s message 

DISCUSSIONGUIDE :: Daniel 7 & 8
OPENING QUESTIONS:
What are your favorite animals? What animal scares you, and why?
DIGGING DEEPER:
As you begin reading and discussing the more complex sections of Daniel, take a 
moment and Read 2 Timothy 3:14-17. What does this teach us about God’s 
Word and how it can be used and applied in life today?
Read or Summarize Daniel 7 and 8. What’s going on in these chapters? 
How are these two visions related? How are they different?.

• How do these visions compare to the dream King Nebuchadnezzar had back 
in Chp 2? What do you think is the point of all the imagery? Based on the 
descriptions of the animals, what might you conclude about the strengths 
and weaknesses of the kingdoms they represent?

• The sections of the statue, the beasts and the animals all represent human 
empires and the systems of evil in the world. Take a few moments and 
describe the human experience underneath these ‘beasts.’ In other words, 
what is happening to people? How are they feeling? Have you experienced 
these kinds of things? How so?

• How do passages like this help us think about and understand our 
own day and age?

What do we learn about God in these two chapters, especially 7:9-14?
• How is God shown to be superior to the beasts?
• What do we learn about the Son of Man? In what ways does the description 

of the Son of Man align with the person of Jesus?
• What does it mean for us to say God is sovereign over the chaos, evil and 

disorder represented in the beasts in the text and in the world today? 
• Just because we believe God wins in the end does not mean there isn’t 

difficulty in the present. How might the news that God will not always deliver 
his people out of trouble be an encouragement?

Pastor Dave shared that Daniel 7 reminds us that: 1) We can live confidently, 
hopefully and expectantly because God reigns and rules from his throne in 
heaven, and Jesus is coming back; 2) We can live fearlessly because the worldly 
systems and leaders who are bent on evil are but fireflies before the fiery throne 
of God; 3) We can live missionally because our individual stories are part of a 
much greater story. What do these things look like in your life?
As Christians, when we are confronted with the ‘beasts’ here are some ways we 
can respond. Talk about each of these and what they look like specifically in your 
life. 1) You can hold steady in the storm (be a thermostat, not a thermometer); 2) 
Do not fear, but trust God; 3) Pray for God’s kingdom to come, and pray against 
the systems of evil at work in the world; 4) Work against the systems that oppress 
people; 5) Be agents of peace, reconciliation and love; 6) Fill your heart with the 
things of God  
PRAYER TIME:
Close your time together by sharing prayer requests and praying together.



MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

Ephesians 1:15-23
As your pastor, my prayer for you, in so many ways echoes this prayer 
of Paul’s for the Christians in Ephesus. I pray that you would have the 
spiritual understanding to grasp the full significance of God’s gracious 
gift to you so you may know Him and experience Him more fully day 
after day. I pray that your hearts will be flooded with light so you can 
navigate through this darkened world and understand the confident 
hope he has given to you. I pray you will know and understand the 
greatness of His power, and how His Spirit is in you and working 
through you. My prayer is that you would have spiritual vitality, and a 
readiness to face challenge, knowing you are filled with God’s love 
and are supported by caring believers.

The words of this passage are often applied in careless and hurtful 
ways by Christians who are trying to comfort people who have 
suffered a tragedy, or are going through difficult times. Notice it does 
not say that God causes all things, nor that everything that happens is 
somehow good. Instead, Paul affirms his triumphant faith that if we put 
our lives in God’s hands, He will work FOR good IN all things. Looking 
at Jesus’ ministry would affirm this belief, Jesus did not believe God 
was the cause of tragedy, nor did he believe it was divine punishment 
(see Luke 13:1-17). Jesus did not seek to assign blame or lecture, he 
simply reached out to bring healing. Comfort comes as much, or 
more, through your presence than your words in times of trouble. 

In the digital age of instant answers, any delay in response feels like 
no response. Do you ever feel like Jesus takes too long to answer 
your prayers? Mary and Martha were frustrated that Jesus arrived too 
late to tend to their sick brother Lazarus. In fact, Jesus tarried two 
whole days before responding to their plea for help. He knew God 
would be glorified through this, and further that the Son would be 
glorified as well. The miracle Jesus was about to perform would lead 
to his own death and foreshadow his resurrection. Jesus operates on 
his own timing, not ours. I suppose that’s a good thing to remember 
when we want to scold Jesus for dilly-dallying around when we ask 
him to tend to our worries. Jesus has the power to raise dead things to 
new life, so whatever your trouble, trust him to work in your life, in his 
perfect timing. You may not understand the delay, but trust it is for His 
glory and your good. Jesus says if we believe, we will see God’s glory. 
How often we reverse these two. God’s glory is always more deeply 
revealed to those whose faith opens their eyes.

Romans 8:18-28, 35-39

Psalm 73
PRAYER CORNER:
As you pray this week, focus on a phrase of the Lord’s Prayer each day:

• Sunday: Pray for the hallowing of God’s name in worship
• Monday: Pray for the reign of God to be evident as you return to work
• Tuesday: Pray for an accurate understanding of God’s will that leads 

to your obedience and holy discernment in daily decisions
• Wednesday: Pray for God’s provision of your material needs, and 

intercede for those who lack basic resources
• Thursday: Pray for God’s guidance in seeking reconciliation
• Friday: Pray that God will intervene graciously in the affairs of 

nations, states and cities to bring true deliverance from the 
overwhelming powers and structures of evil

• Saturday: Give thanks for all that God has accomplished in your 
week, offering praise for the victories that are already evident 

John 11:17-43

FRIDAY

This Psalm invites us to examine ourselves carefully and to turn away 
from the wickedness and sin that surrounds us and seeps into our 
lives. Only those with ‘clean hands and pure hearts’ will enter God’s 
presence. We are talking about integrity and devotion, a single-
minded pursuit of God’s holiness. Is your heart devoted to God? Is 
this evidenced in the strength of your character, transparency and 
selflessness? Does this show in your actions? Do you seek to build 
healthy things with your ‘hands’, or do you tend to diminish and injure 
others? Consider these questions as you prepare for worship.

Psalm 24

THURSDAY

At one point along the route of our 50-miler backpacking trek through 
the Glacier Peak Wilderness, we had the choice to take the regular 
trail or the ‘hiker’s shortcut.’ Of course we took the way we thought 
would save us a few steps. What we didn't know was that the shortcut 
put us on the edge of a steep downslope with loose rock underfoot. As 
the Psalmist says, ‘I almost lost my footing, my feet were slipping…’ 
Life feels like this too. The Psalmist’s point of slippage was when he 
saw the prosperity and success of the wicked and believed it unfair. 
Envy and anger are very powerful, and can easily sway our behavior 
and take us off God’s trail of wisdom if left unattended. The Psalmist is 
worn out, weary, and discouraged, yet he finds solace, strength and 
stable footing in God; and he intentionally and continually turns to God 
for counsel and stability, trusting God to lead him to a glorious destiny.


