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Church Staff 

Dr. Stephen Jones                                    Pastor                                   
Bill Coward                                   Music Director 
Sherrie Finnicum                   Preschool Director 
Cathy Kendall                             Office Manager 
Diane Paulino       Office/Membership Secretary 
Bill Coward                                          Custodian 
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Mar   5—Coryn Banks, Cassondra Shephard,   

   Jackie Anderson 

Mar   6—Helen Sharpe 

Mar   7—Christopher Caldwell, Andrew Kim, 

              Sophia Corrales 

Mar 10 -Timothy Kim 

Mar 11 -Stephanie Asuncion,  Boriana Yandell                            

Mar 29 –Eboni Wilson 

Mar 31 –Pattie Brennan  

Apr  2—Delfina Toste 

Apr  6—Carmen Tinococ 

              

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

Sunday 
Bible Study—9:15AM 

Morning Worship—10:30AM 

Evening Worship—6:30PM 

Wednesday 
Prayer Meeting—6:30PM 

W.A.C.—6:30PM 

(for all Middle & High Schoolers) 

 

 

(510) 523-7858 

www.CentralAlameda.org 

Return Service Requested 

Mar 9—John & Virginia Cully  

 
 
 
 

We are off to a great start with 40 Days in the 
Word!  Nine small groups are meeting every 
week for six weeks.  Seven of these are new 
adult groups!  There is a group meeting every 
day of the week except Saturday—three 
groups meet on Thursday.  As of the first 
week of 40 Days we are approaching 70    
participants.  Praise the Lord! 

The 40 Days spiritual growth campaign con-
tinues until Easter Week.  There’s still time 
for you to join a group.  Just call the church 
office and we will tell you when a group near 
you meets. 

During the 40 Days we have not only small 
group meetings where we learn how to study 
God’s Word, but we are using online devo-
tionals  and Pastor Stephen’s  messages every 
Sunday that support the campaign.   

Lives will be changed!  God’s Word is making 
a difference!   

 Psalm 119:15 instructs be-
lievers to “meditate on 
[God's] precepts and con-
sider [God's] precepts and 
consider [God’s] ways.”  

In our 40 Days in the Word 
spiritual growth campaign, 
we have already seen that 
meditation on the Word is 
an important component of 
building your life on the 
Bible.  It seems appropriate 
to ask what exactly it 

means to “meditate on God’s Word.” Here’s 
how the Questions Answered newsletter an-
swers that question. 

Meditation is a combination of reviewing, 
repeating, reflecting, thinking, analyzing, 
feeling and even enjoying. It is a physical, 
intellectual and emotional activity—it in-
volves our whole being. 

In some ways, meditation doesn’t easily fit 
into Western culture. We value action and 
busyness more than stopping and consider-
ing. The author of this Psalm was from an-
other time and culture, one with a tradition 
that valued meditation. As a result, medita-
tion came more naturally for him and others 
with his Middle Eastern background. We 
have to overcome some cultural obstacles to 
learn to  meditate. 

Check out the next page for six suggestions 
on how to meditate on God’s Word. 

 Birthdays                                   

 Anniversaries 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm.119.15


Billy    

  the BIBLE in fifty-one words 
 

This is a great way to help little ones    

remember events in the Bible 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

So as you grow through the next 40 
days, maybe you could help your little 

ones grow along with you. 
 

God bless 

  Sherrie and the Preschool Ministry 

How Can You Meditate on 
God’s Word? 

1. Take time to read a verse or passage over 
and over. 

2. Begin to memorize all or part of it. 
3. Listen—quiet your heart to allow the Holy 

Spirit to speak to you through God’s 
Word. 

4. Consider how it fits with the rest of the Bi-
ble and life in general. 

5. Become emotionally involved—allow your-
self to feel what God feels, His desires ex-
pressed through His words. 

6. Move from meditation to application—
connect your thoughts to action. Consider 
how the truth and power of the Word of 
God should affect your behavior. 

From the NIV Quest Study Bible, as presented in 
the Questions Answered newsletter. 

    
 
 
 
 
This month in Children’s Central the children will 
be starting a new curriculum.  They will be joining 
Theo, an animated theologian, and his friends, to 
discover five foundations of faith.  The children will 
learn a new foundation for the next five weeks, in-
cluding:  Saving Faith (Hebrews 11:1); Trusting and 
Obeying (John 14:15); Forgiveness (Ephesians 
4:32); the Armor of God (Ephesians 6:10); and the 
Good News (John 3:16).   
Please pray that the children will be enriched spiri-

tually by this new curriculum and that they will 

enjoy learning about their faith.     

Theme:   

Whatever It Takes 
Theme Scripture:  When He 

entered Capernaum again after 

some days, it was reported that 

He was at home. So many peo-

ple gathered together that there was no more room, not even 

in the doorway, and He was speaking the message to them. 

Then they came to Him bringing a paralytic, carried by four 

men. Since they were not able to bring him to Jesus because 

of the crowd, they removed the roof above where He was. 

And when they had broken through, they lowered the 

stretcher on which the paralytic was lying. Seeing their 

faith, Jesus told the paralytic, "Son, your sins are forgiven"  

Mark 2:2-5 HCSB  

Purpose: 

 •To prompt Southern Baptists to recognize that our call and 

task is to bring people to Jesus. To break through barriers 

that hinder us from doing so requires creative approaches. It 

sometimes requires making a mess. 

 •To instill in Christians to see and seize the opportunities to 

bring people to Jesus no matter what the cost or inconven-

ience. 

 •To encourage Christians to be the kind of friends to others 

that doesn’t allow circumstances to prohibit them from shar-

ing Jesus. 

 •To increase awareness of and participation in praying for 

and giving to North American missions efforts through the 

Annie Armstrong Easter Offering®. 

    Nothing was going to stop those friends. Determined, 

having great faith, they had complete hope and trust in who 

Jesus was and what He could do – what He would do for 

their beloved friend. Jesus saw their faith, and He responded 

with grace-filled healing and love. 

   Whatever it takes means starting a conversation that could 

lead to a new convert, and that moment becoming a catalyst 

to the starting of a new church—a growing, thriving church 

with people intent on starting more conversations that lead 

to more converts and more churches, and the cycle contin-

ues. 

   The reality is that people need Jesus, and it’s not enough 

to simply point them in the right direction. That takes only a 

moment and little commitment. What we need to do is make 

an investment in their lives to walk with them (or carry 

them!) to His presence, introducing them to Him and invit-

ing them to connect with Him personally and completely.   

The healing of soul and spirit creates the need to connect 

with others for growth and accountability. That’s what 

church starting is all about—creating community within 

which leaders can be raised to go out and invest in others so 

new connections—and churches—can become realities. 

   Through your church’s gifts to the Cooperative Program 

and the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering, you are making a 

difference in church planting in North America. People are 

hearing the gospel and growing in their commitment to 

Christ. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February was a busy month but we made it and 
March begins anew!  Thanks to all who gave/helped/ sup-
ported the youth department during our Valentine Banquet.  
We were able to raise a good amount of money for each 
youth to go to camp!!!   

Things are a changin’ in the youth department 
and it is good.  The youth have a new room! We are now 
meeting on the third floor behind the sancturary.  

We are excited as we begin 40 Days in the Word 
and can’t wait to see what the Lord has planned for us.   

Remember summer will be upon us soon and with 
that comes Fuge Camps!  We are in need of a few adults 
to support us in prayer as we prepare for the upcoming 
camp. Pray that lives will be changed, that students will 
meet Jesus again or for the first time!  Pray that the leader-
ship will lead in the way that honors Jesus.   

Keep the youth department in your prayers as we 
work with students. May the Lord help us to bring them 
into a closer relationship with God. 

Thanks again for your continued support. 
 

 

  

Fuge Camps 2012 

 

God Creates 

Adam Ate 

Noah Floats 

Abraham’s Oath 

Jacob Schemes 

Joseph Dreams 

Bush Lit 

Sea Split 

Law Spoken 

Tablets Broken 

Judges Appointed 

Kings Anointed 

God Forgotten 

Rulers Rotten 

Kingdom Broke 

Prophets Hope 

Mary Favored 

Baby Savior 

Crucified 

Jesus Died 

Third Morn 

World Reborn 

Spirit Glows 

Word Grows 

Earth Awaits 

God Creates… 

Daylight Savings Time  
starts Sunday, March 11th! 


