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Church Staff 

Dr. Stephen Jones                                    Pastor                                   
Bill Coward                                   Music Director 
Sherrie Finnicum                   Preschool Director 
Cathy Kendall                             Office Manager 
Diane Paulino       Office/Membership Secretary 
Bill Coward                                          Custodian 
Billy Marigny                                 Youth Director 

Jul 1—Josh Foster 

Jul 2—Karen Schlack Kwong, Sid Peterson 

Jul 11—Debbie Schlack-Thomas 

Jul 17—Steven Briers 

Jul 18—John Cully 

Jul 19—Jay Jalluri, Emani Pollard 

Jul 21—Eddie Asuncion, Bob Drake,         

 Debra Nious, Emmy Banks 

Jul 22—Kimberly Wilson, Joshua Durnil 

Jul 23—Shirley Sweeney 

Jul 24—Rebekah Asuncion 

Jul 27—Joseph Hoover 

Aug 1—Jason Durnil, Hector Corrales, Jr.,        

 Rebecca Guihuhi 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

Sunday 
Bible Study—9:15AM 

Morning Worship—10:30AM 

Evening Worship—6:30PM 

Wednesday 
Prayer Meeting—6:30PM 

W.A.C.—6:30PM 

(for all Middle & High Schoolers) 

 

 

(510) 523-7858 

www.CentralAlameda.org 
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 Birthdays                                   
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He has showed you, O man, what is good.  

   And what does the LORD require of you?  

To act justly and to love mercy  

   and to walk humbly with your God.  

Micah 6:8 (NIV) 

July 8—Bob & Cathy Kendall 

Staff Anniversary 
Joni Johnson—Wee Care  1991 

Monica Marigny—Wee Care 2007 

Take off with 

Amazing Wonders Aviation! 
Register for free online at  

www.CentralAlameda.org 

 
Amazing Wonders Aviation (VBS 2012) begins at a vintage aviation airstrip.  Kids 

age 4 and up will take off each day from the Worship Rally Hangar and fly to 

some of the world’s greatest natural wonders as they encounter an awesome 

God and His amazing power. 

 

The first stop each day will be Bible Study at Victoria Falls.  This giant wall of water 

in Africa is also known as “The Smoke That Thunders.”  In this awe-inspiring setting, 

kids will explore the Bible and discover more 

about our Awesome God and His amazing 

power over nature, circumstances, sin, death, 

and life itself! 



On our website I describe Central Baptist as 

a multi-generational and multi-ethnic com-

munity comprised of individuals and families 

from all walks of life and numerous parts of 

the world.  It is not unusual for us to have 

over a dozen nationalities and up to five 

continents represented by the people in a 

worship service.  The ethnic diversity we ex-

perience every week at Central is good 

practice for heaven! 

 

So I was very pleased with the election of 

the first African American president of the 

Southern Baptist Convention on June 19.  A 

story by Karen Willoughby about the historic 

election of Dr. Fred Luter is included in this 

newsletter.  I also want to share a portion of 

Pastor Luter’s testimony as reported by Bap-

tist Press staff writer Diana Chandler: 

 

The new blue and silver Honda 360 motor-

cycle was mangled junk. A young Fred Luter 

Jr. lay in a hospital bed, his left leg broken in 

several places, a hole in his head. 

 

Louis Beloney, then-senior deacon at 

Greater Mt. Carmel Baptist Church, gave 

the 21-year-old Luter sage advice: 

"Obedience is better than sacrifice." That is, 

Luter would have done better to obey his 

mother Viola, who told him just a month 

earlier not to buy the bike, rather than 

nearly sacrifice his life in the May 1977 acci-

dent when he struck a car on Paris Avenue 

in New Orleans. 

 

"And he said, 'You better get your life right 

with God.' It challenged me and started 

making me really consider my relationship 

with God, to the point that I started reading 

my Bible every day, on a daily basis, morn-

ing and evening," Luter recalls 35 years later. 

"I called the accident my Damascus Road 

experience." 

 

Keynotes  
from  
Pastor Stephen  

Pastor Stephen 

Leaving the hospital three months later in a 

full-leg cast he would wear until the next 

year, his head mostly healed, he soon walked 

on crutches down the aisle of Greater Mt. 

Carmel and committed himself to the Lord. 

 

"I immediately started a street ministry be-

cause ... I was so shocked by my relationship 

with Christ, I wanted everybody in my 

neighborhood, all my partners ... to know the 

God that I knew," Luter said. "So every Satur-

day at 12 noon I'd be preaching on different 

streets of the Lower Ninth Ward and sharing 

Christ. And that's how, as they say, that's how 

it all began." ©2012 Southern Baptist Convention, Baptist 

Press, Nashville TN. Used by permission. 

 

Lyman Alexander, East Bay Baptist Associa-

tion’s Director of Missions, had a positive re-

sponse to Luter’s election:   

 

“This was important to me personally be-

cause of my history as the son of a share-

cropper from south-central Virginia, and as a 

member of the Southern Baptist Convention 

since 1976. As a young person in Virginia and 

even as a young adult in California in the late 

seventies, I didn’t believe this would ever 

happen.  But God has brought us to the point 

where sons of slaves and slave-owners are 

working together in a common mission being 

led by the slave’s son. Hallelujah! Praise 

God.”  

 

Hallelujah, indeed!  

All people are wel-

come at Central, just 

like at the top of our 

Baptist convention. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Historic: Fred Luter Elected SBC President 
By Karen L. Willoughby 

 

NEW ORLEANS (BP) -- Native New Orleanian 

Fred Luter was elected by acclamation Tues-

day, June 19, as president of the Southern 

Baptist Convention. 

 

He was nominated by David Crosby, pastor of 

First Baptist Church in New Orleans, who said 

Luter "would likely be a candidate for saint-

hood one day if he were a Catholic." Crosby 

also described Luter as "the fire-breathing, 

miracle-working pastor of Franklin Avenue Bap-

tist Church." 

 

Luter grew Franklin Avenue from a remnant 65 

people in a white-flight neighborhood to a 

congregation of more than 8,000 "when Hurri-

cane Katrina plowed through this part of the 

world, destroying their facilities and scattering 

their people all across America," Crosby said. 

 

"Franklin Avenue is now approaching 5,000 

worshippers each Sunday despite the de-

pressed population of our city," Crosby said, 

"and last year they baptized more than 200. 

Fred is the only mega-church pastor I know of 

who has had to do it twice, and he did it 

against the trends and against the odds." 

 

"He is qualified in every way to hold this office," 

Crosby said of Luter. "He fully supports world 

missions through the Cooperative Program. … 

He is a man of integrity with a loving family 

and an unblemished, untarnished reputation in 

this community where he has lived all his life." 

Southern Baptists "are already a conven-

tion with great diversity in our membership 

ranks and our churches. If we are faithful in 

our work this diversity will continue to 

grow," Crosby said. "We need Pastor Fred 

at the head of the table, helping us under-

stand our mission field and our mission. It is 

time to tap the great resource of his ex-

perience, wisdom and passion for this 

wider purpose.” 

 

Luter, on stage already, could be seen 

wiping tears from his eyes at the extended 

applause that followed the conclusion of 

Crosby's nomination speech.  Current SBC 

President Bryant Wright instructed the mes-

sengers to stand if it was "their pleasure" 

that Luter be elected president.  It was. 

 

As Luter came to the podium, he wiped 

his eyes, pointed toward heaven, and 

wiped his eyes again.  "To God be the 

glory for the things He has done," Luter sim-

ply said. "God bless you. I love you." 

 

In 2011 Luter became the SBC's first African 

American first vice president and in 2001 

was the first African American to preach 

the convention sermon. Some observers 

felt it was appropriate that Luter's election 

took place on the day many celebrate 

"Juneteenth" and the anniversary of slav-

ery's end in the United States. 

 
© 2012 Southern Baptist Convention, Baptist Press, 

Nashville, TN. Used by permission. 

Karen L. Willoughby is managing editor of the Baptist 

Message, newsjournal of the Louisiana Baptist Convention. 

 

 

Past SBC President Bryant Wright (right) prays for newly 

elected President Fred Luter (left) 

President Fred Luter addressing the Southern Bap-

tist Convention 

A vacation is when you pack seven 

suitcases, three small children, a 

mother-in-law, two dogs and say, 

“It’s good to get away from it all.” 


