
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One  great piece of news for the Kingdom of Christ is the return 

of Louisville Bible College. Due to some unfortunate decisions, LBC 

went out of business. However, they have been revived by some  

former professors and board members. Tom Mobley will be the new 

president and five evangelists have agreed to teach and lead student 

development. LBC has a special place in the ministry of Christian 

Churches in that she trains a slightly different student base than do 

most Bible Colleges. LBC specializes in training a bit older student, 

many of whom are looking at preaching as their second or third  

career. This is a vitally needed institution for our brotherhood. If you 

could help support LBC with your prayers and finances I think your 

work would be counted as righteous. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some words of wisdom from a former President: 

“I am told that tens of thousands of prayer meetings are being held on 

this day, and for that I am deeply grateful. We are a nation under 

God, and I believe God intended for us to be free. It would be fitting 

and good, I think, if on inauguration day in future years it should be 

declared a day of prayer.” 

 

Ronald Reagan-  First Inaugural Address, January 20th, 1981 

From the Orchard Group, a church planting organization: 

 

Dear Friends at Centerville Christian Church, 

 

I’m writing to thank you and to let you know about the good work 

you are helping to accomplish. 

Two years ago this week a new church was launched in the Harlem 

neighborhood of Manhattan. The lead church planter, Jordan Rice, is 

a native New Yorker and former attorney. Together with his wife, 

Jessica, and a strong team of volunteers, they have seen Renaissance 

Church grow and flourish. Over 300 people will be celebrating their 

2nd birthday as a congregation next weekend, and they will be  

adding a second Sunday service in the public school where they 

meet! 

Renaissance is not only pointing people to Christ through their  

worship services, but they are also engaging people in serving the 

community. Hundreds of backpacks with school supplies are  

provided to impoverished kids. One teacher at the school recently 

said, “I’ve been teaching here for 35 years and I’ve never seen any 

group serve these kids as much as Renaissance Church has.” 

As if that’s not enough, Renaissance is financially supporting our 

church planting team in Cape Town, South Africa and they have 

committed to send 20-25 people to be part of the core group for a 

new church to be launched in another section of Harlem next year. 

That church will be led by Kenny and Shanika Hart, also native New  

Yorkers. You’ll be hearing more about this Central Harlem Project 

soon! 

Thank you for investing the ministry of Orchard Group to help new 

churches in global cities share the gospel, serve the community and 

start even more new churches! It wouldn’t be possible without your 

support. 

 

In Christ, 

Brent Storm` 
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IDES- International Disaster Emergency Services, Inc. 

Dear Centerville Christian Church, 

In April 2014 armed conflict 

erupted in eastern Ukraine.  

According to the United Nations 

the hostilities have resulted in 

more than 9,000 deaths among 

combatants and civilians. Another 

20,000+ have been wounded. As a 

consequence, more than 1.5  

million people have fled their homes to escape the fighting, including 

many innocent children. 

In January of this year, IDES entered a partnership with local  

believers in a city near the conflict zone. They are feeding and caring 

for hundreds of the displaced. Hungry families are invited to a local 

church building where hot meals are served. The Good News is 

shared both before and after the meal and the people are taught to 

pray. 

Church leaders and volunteers collect contact information on the 

families served and follow up with home visits. Children are invited 

to attend Sunday school and people of all ages are encouraged to join 

the local believers in worship. The assisted families are regularly 

prayed over. 

Our partners report: “As a result of this outreach, most of the  

families served have started attending church and are opening their 

hearts to the Gospel. About 50 people started attending Bible studies 

for the first time, and dozens of kids joined Sunday School classes. 

Just as it is promised, God’s Word does not return void. Eleven  

people made decisions to be baptized this summer! We would like to 

thank IDES’ generous donors for the life-saving contributions! 

Around the globe your generous gifts are making an eternal  

difference in dozens of nations, hundreds of communities, and many 

thousands of lives. 

Thank you for touching so many lives with the love of Jesus,  

 

Gary Finley 

Director of Development 

 

 



 

The Purdue Christian Campus House has, as part of their  

ministry, a Christian Coffeehouse. Here is a story from Ron 

Schrumpf, lead minister: 

 

As the Campus House community seeks to embody and emulate 

each of those components, the proverbial “table” of our gatherings, 

programs, and overall vision becomes a place of belonging and  

intimacy, but also a context for the ways of God’s Kingdom to be 

lived out. The table is where people experience the love of Jesus in 

a way that has both immediate and eternal side effects. 

One recent example has been the story of a regular Greyhouse  

customer and the transformation of his life. Unbeknownst to him at 

the time, some on the Greyhouse staff had been praying for him - 

for years; and those friendships eventually led to an exploration of 

Christianity. He has described the contrast of what he had  

experienced in the Muslim culture of his upbringing compared to 

the “lived out” faith he observed among the Greyhouse and  

Campus House community. Intellectually, the Bible narrative made 

sense, but it was the expressions of grace, joy, and peace among 

and through Jesus’ followers that made him want to become one 

himself. When he was baptized this summer, it was such an  

amazing testimony to God’s loving pursuit through community 

and the bold faith of this inspiring young man.  

From New Churches of Christ Evangelism 

 

Dear Supporters of NCCE, 

One of the three primary roles of NCCE is to serve as a catalyst for 

church planting and church growth in the Great Lakes Region. Toward 

that aim we held a gathering on March 29th for the ministers in the state 

to talk about the direction of our movement. We tried to answer three 

questions: Where are we? Where do we want to go? How are we going to 

get there? 

It was a powerful and insightful day that has really begun a conversation 

about the nature of our movement and the role that each of us play in  

sustaining and growing the Restoration Plea. 

One thing became clear quite early on; it was unanimous across all of our 

working groups that ministers felt disconnected, isolated, somewhat  

discouraged, and lacking in an overall vision for the movement of  

Churches of Christ/Christian Churches in Michigan. We envision  

something totally different. We long to see a synergy, and clear vision, a 

sharing of resources and expertise. There was a strong push not only for 

planting new churches but reinvigorating existing churches in our state. 

We had two guest speakers who emphasized our theme of More  

Churches/Stronger Churches. First, Jim Powell from the 95 Network  

encouraged us to build healthy, strong church cultures. He gave insights 

into the factors that he believes to be killing churches and provided  

remedies for each one. We wanted to showcase Jim’s work because he has 

been very successful in growing a small church into a larger healthier 

church, and has coached many others on that path. 

Dale Spaulding from Passion For Planting challenged us to invite key 

leaders who are feeling called toward church planting to take part in an 

online residency program offered through his organization. If there is one 

thing I am convinced of, it is that we need to establish our own pipeline 

for producing church planters here in Michigan. And this residency is 

some of the best training I have every seen. At the end of the day, I  

challenged each minister to identify and invite one key leader to  

participate in this training. Please join me in prayer that this will occur. 

We have a lot of follow-up to do from this event, but I’m excited to say 

that progress is being made and we are talking again about what we 

should be doing. Hope was palpable by the end of the day, and this is  

always the first step in seeing change come about. We have to believe in a 

better day and ask the Lord God to lead us in the way we should go.  

Please join me, our board, and many of the ministers in the state as we 

pray for God to raise up workers for the harvest field, and for churches to 

grow in health, love, and faithfulness, yielding great spiritual fruit in the 

days ahead. 

Thank you for the faithful support of this work. We are excited to see 

what the Lord will do next. 

Gratefully yours,  

Matt Schantz, Executive Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Dan Clymer, Restoration House Ministries, a church planting 

work in the New England Area. 

Dan writes that just two of the dozen or so churches are still being  

supported as they grow to maturity and self-support. The EastPoint  

Christian Church has sent 12 students to Bible Colleges in the last couple 

of years and the Manchester Christian Church has had over 2000 baptisms. 

This is why we work so hard to plant new churches in New England; it is 

for results like this, for the glory of God and the increase of Christ’s  

Kingdom here on earth.  

 

 

 

 

 

We have supported Journey Christian Church in Fairbanks, 

Alaska for a while now. They are in a building program to complete 

their first building as they have been meeting in rented and  

borrowed facilities. Here is a story for Derek Dickinson, the lead 

evangelist, about some equipment for this new church: 

Let me share an example of a recent God moment. One of the  

challenges we face is furnishing this building as well as finishing it. 

This is a huge expense and we cannot use any of the loan money to 

soften the blow. One large piece of furnishing the building is  

Obtaining is about 400 chairs for our sanctuary. When we priced 

chairs they were $50 to $75 a piece and the shipping alone was over 

$10,000 (so it could all add up to $40,000). But through our  

connections with the CEA (the church planting organization that I 

work with) we found a church in Washington State that just bought 

new chairs and wanted to sell their old but good ones. They have 

about the number we need and they fit within our color scheme. 

They graciously sold them to use for $5 per chair! A friend of our 

church secretary will store them for us and one of our members will 

go get them. All we have to do is pay his fuel and food expenses! 

WOW! God is in the details!  


