
 

 From the Christian Children’s Home of Ohio comes this story 

concerning some of the young folks they minister to. These children 

are typically from “broken homes” and/or are abused and have  

behavior problems: 
 

Dear Friends, 

We recently received a donation from you and wanted to say 

THANKS! Your generosity is very much appreciated. Through your 

financial blessing we are able to love on children & families that are 

struggling with and wrestling through some of life’s hardest  

situations. God’s love shines through because of you! 

If you’re a follower of Jesus you are likely familiar with Philippians 

2:4 where Paul says, “Let each of you look not only to his own  

interests, but also to the interests of others.” It sounds easy but we 

all know how difficult that can be. We also know that when we do 

focus on helping others it often brings encouragement and healing to 

ourselves.  

Below, Carla Plegge, Co-Director of Poplar Ridge Stables (on the 

CCHO Campus) highlights how the above command and growth 

principle played out recently on our campus . . . 

“I have been amazed at the growth of some of our residents here at 

CCHO in reference to their great work in the Equine Program on 

Campus. I am very proud of our residents that live in Cottage #1 

and Cottage #4. These are the cottages for the older teens and they 

have been fantastic. Not only have these young men and women 

been working on their own issues in life but they have been giving 

back to the community by volunteering in our Reins for Life  

program that helps clients with special needs. They help by being at 

the sessions, leading the horse or being a side-walker for community 

clients that attend this program. More than just helping others they 

are helping themselves by showing compassion to others and  

developing a bond within the community. One of our young men 

was seen assisting an older rider who walks with a cane back down 

to the barn by walking slowly by her and even putting a hand on her 

back to help steady her. Another client was able to help a child with 

the grooming of her horse and even picking her up so that she could 

reach the taller areas The Lord has provided this opportunity for 

these kids to grow, to know Him and to be able to help others in 

need.” 

Again, we thank you for putting the interests of our kids first.  

Because of our partnership and the dedicated team her at CCHO, 

children are learning what it means to be a blessing to others. 
 

Your partners in ministry, 
 

Keven R. Hewitt, MSW, LSW - Executive Director 
 

Joseph D. Franz- Advancement Director 

August 2016 

 

 

A prayer request to be put on your permanent prayer list is for the  

reopening of Louisville Bible College. LBC’s job was to produce a 

quality Bible college education at a reasonable price with ‘no-frills’ 

thrown in. It’s main students were men seeking a second career or 

church leaders who needed to be better teachers/part-time preachers. 

There was little on campus housing and no sports or social things, just a 

quality education for a reasonable price. As the college matured, the  

directors sought to make LBC a ‘big-time’ college with all the frills (my 

opinion). They sought accreditation and this proved to be very  

expensive and very time consuming. They sought to be something they 

weren’t and the results were not good. There is nothing wrong with 

social and sports programs, more housing, etc., but this was not the  

purpose of LBC and it proved to be their downfall. The need for yet  

another ‘full-service’ Bible College was not there. In fact, the ones we 

have now are, in general, struggling for their own existence. 

The LBC facilities still exist and are being maintained. A new set of  

directors, a new president and new staff are appointed. They will be  

returning to their roots and ministry.  

My prayer is for LBC to arise and minister again in the unique  

position they had before the closing. Pray for Tom Mobley as he leads 

this renewal and rebuilding. Pray for the professors who are ready to 

serve. Pray for the present directors to be satisfied with their special 

place they have in Christian higher education. 

Maybe there is a lesson for each of us here. Sometimes we need to use 

and be satisfied with our unique place in the Kingdom of Christ. After 

all, Jesus told us of 1 talent, 2 talent and 5 talent people. Sometimes we 

don’t need to be everything when our talents lie in doing one or two 

things well. 

Pray for LBC, it’s leaders and finances, a worthy cause, in my  

estimation.   

 

Steve 



 

Mission Services is a ministry to missionaries and para-church groups 

specializing in print and media services. Here is a recent letter we re-

ceived: 

 

 Dear Partners in Ministry, 

 

Everyone at  Mission Services would like to thank you for your support 

and prayers for this ministry! 

I just returned from visiting with a supporting congregation that proved 

to be quite encouraging. As I brought the display to the worship center 

door, I was greeted with a smile and the words, “WE are looking forward 

to you telling about the work.” After I delivered the visuals that would 

accompany the message to the sound/video booth, I was met by another 

member of the congregation. “I am really excited about you explaining all 

that can be found on the missions network. I have a list of questions, just 

in case you miss something I believe people need to know.” 

During the Sunday School time, quite a good number of the congregation 

gathered in the chapel for our discussion. From the oldest seasoned citi-

zen to the youngest in the room, everyone expressed excitement about 

how much more is done today by embracing the opportunities presented 

by technology. One member of the congregation, a Forwarding Agent for 

a new missionary, was excited to know that we are eager to share this 

tory of their mission work. They were even more pleased when they real-

ized that the support of that congregation (and you) made the network 

possible at no charge to their mission. As we discussed the growth of the 

network and its reach into the world, everyone expressed gratitude to 

God that this opportunity exists.  

I shared this, because YOU deserve to be included in the thanks. Yes, it is 

the staff here in Knoxville that collects the stories, news and  

videos from missions and ministries around the world. Yes, the work that 

makes the missions network available through the internet,  

social media, and our app is done in Knoxville . . . But it begins in the 

heart of God and continues on it completion through your life, love, and 

support for Mission Services. You deserve a pat on the back. God wanted 

me to let you know! 

 

Praying for more to be His,  

 

Reggie Hundley 

Executive Director 

Here is a story from Rick Jett of IDES. We do the SonFish Banks to 

provide funds for hungry people the world over. This is an idea of what 

that ministry can accomplish with yours and God’s help: 

 

The Story of Lou 

The year was 1980. Reports of sever famine that had struck many regions 

in Africa were starting to surface in news outlets around the world. The 

ghastly images of poor, starving families were shocking to the public eye 

to say the least. 

Missionaries Dick and Jane Hamilton were  

faithfully serving to the best of their abilities at 

their mission base in Kenya, when folks started 

to arrive on foot from neighboring regions and 

countries. Skeletal-framed and desperately  

hungry, the people were mere ghosts of what 

they ought to have been.  

Under the intense July sun, a man of skin and 

bones carrying a frighteningly thin little boy 

came meagerly walking into their mission site. 

“Take my son and make him live,” the man pleaded.  

As the father recounted their journey, the sad story of the two became 

clear. The father and his son, Lou, had walked out of Uganda in search of 

food. Lou’s mother died from cholera caused by contaminated drinking 

water, and his sister starved to death along the way. The father carried 

Lou the rest of the distance because he was too weak to even walk on his 

own, with no muscle tissue left in his little body.  

By God’s grace, Dick and Jane had preemptively applied for emergency  

assistance for IDES in order to provide nutritious food for anyone and 

everyone who came to their mission in Kenya. Thanks to IDEA’ faithful 

donors, and most importantly to God, Dick and Jane were able to start 

Lou and his father on a feeding program to help them each regain 

strength. 

Dick and Jane ministered to their needs and explained to them that it was 

Jesus’ followers who had donated the money through IDES to provide 

food for them to live. The  

compassionate love of God was lavished on them as they heard about the 

gift of Jesus Christ for the first time.  

Just when you think the story couldn’t possibly get any  

better, it does.  

Lou eventually came to know Jesus as his Lord and Savior, grew up 

healthfully to be  6’4” tall, and went on to earn a  

college degree in Communications. He has since been  

working as an executive for the Kenya Postal Department, but is planning 

on retiring from the position so that he can take on full-time ministry at 

the very mission that save his life. Lou’s story also inspired the start of 

the SonFish Bank program at IDES, which raises thousands of dollars 

each year for hunger relief projects around the world.  

This is great, in my estimations, news from New Churches of Christ 

Evangelism director Matt Schantz: 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

NCCE seeks to catalyze church planting in the 

Great Lakes Region. For me this means a lot of 

asking God to raise up church planters, and 

then going about the process of encouraging 

these planters to take the leap. I’m talking with 

one such individual now. He’s a great guy 

steadily working in a great church. He could 

stay there and be comfortable for a long time. 

My job, really the job of the Holy Spirit, is to 

encourage him to move ahead by faith, to move his family to a different 

city, to meet new people, build a new community of faith, all while trying 

to raise a budget to make the new work successful. It’s a daunting task.  

 

As I study the great stories of faith in the Bible, it is evident that God calls 

people to do great things without giving them a guarantee of success or 

even providing all the details. He told Moses to go back to Egypt and tell 

Pharaoh that “I AM” had sent him. Not a lot to go on there. But he went 

and God moved. 

 

More and more I am seeing life as similar to operating a  

rowboat. You sit backwards in a rowboat and try to move through the  

water as best you can. You can’t see ahead but you can see what is on your 

side and behind. Still you have to keep rowing into the future, trusting God 

for what is next.  

 

This applies to us personally as well as corporately. We don’t know the 

future of our churches but we do know we can’t live in the past or camp in 

the present. We have to move forward in faith seeking to reach our com-

munities for Christ: new ideas, new methods, new opportunities, while still 

clinging tightly to the oars of the precious gospel God has entrusted to us. 

 

Thank you for investing in the establishment of new churches in the Great 

Lakes Region. In doing so, you are encouraging folks like the guy I  

mentioned above to row through the unknowns of church planting and 

experience the blessing of following the call of God. I firmly believe that 

souls hang in the balance, so let’s keep praying, keep giving, keep risking, 

and keep rowing into all that God has for you as a believer and as a church! 

 

Gratefully yours,  

Matt 

 

 


