
 

 IDES-  International Disaster Emergency Service, Inc. 

 

Dear Centerville Christian Church, 

Proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ is a core value of the IDES 

ministry. It is the very reason for our existence. Providing  

Christians with resources to give physical aid to the sick, the hungry 

and the homeless is our strategy to fulfill our Lord’s Great  

Commission. 

In countries that are “closed” to the Gospel, Christians are not  

allowed to boldly and publicly proclaim the message of salvation 

through Jesus. But they can communicate God’s love by providing 

medical care and giving other aid. 

Recently, one of our partners in Myanmar hosted a trip for medical 

professionals who are followers of Jesus to serve remote Buddhist 

villages in desperate need of healthcare, and in even more desperate 

need of the Gospel. Our mission partner reported: 

“One village was very hesitant to allow our team to conduct the 

Health Promotion Day. They were very skeptical of Christians and 

we had to meet with village leaders before we could proceed. After a 

long meeting with the village health officer we were allowed to  

proceed but told to be cautious about what we said, especially  

concerning our Christian faith . . . As we began the health teaching it 

was obvious the gathered crowd of over 100 villagers wasn’t  

confident they wanted American and Burmese Christians in their 

village. However, as the day went on, they warmed up to use and our 

teaching. Before the day ended, we were able to present our  

Christian testimony and they provided a meal for us. In the end they 

were begging us to come back soon!” 

Praise God! With the help of IDES this team was able to present the 

Good News of Jesus in a place that had never heard the Gospel  

message before. 

The gift you have given will provide the means for the Gospel to be 

proclaimed in similar situations throughout the world. I believe 

there will be individuals in heaven someday because of your  

generosity. Thank you. 

 

Gratefully yours,  

Rick Jett 

Executive Directory 
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It is always enjoyable to receive the end of year reports from our 

missions partners. Each mission mentions what was accomplished for 

Christ in their work. In addition to the financial reports, which finds 

all of them being responsible with the Lord’s money in keeping  

expenses low and focusing most of the funds to ministry, are the  

reports of the number of people brought to Christ. Our partners have 

reported well over 1000 new Christians as a result of their ministry. 

I find this very encouraging in my faith. To think we are involved in 

thousands of people being brought to Jesus over the years should 

encourage us in our walk with the Lord. This certainly illustrates the 

worth of our investment in our mission outreach program. 

The real result of all this work is- Jesus is exalted as Lord and Savior 

and God gets the glory. 

Steve  

 

 

Scott Shipman from the Christian Campus Fellowship at  

Vincennes University writes: 

We are currently in need of new bedding and mattresses, and funds 

for building updates at the campus house. Could you help in  

supplying these needs? 

Our campus ministries have residential rooms for those involved in 

these ministries and like all houses, things wear out. By having  

residents, the campus house can be accessible for more hours each 

day and provide a safe environment for the students. 

 

The five campus ministries we at Centerville support are doing a great 

work for the Lord on their respective campuses. 

Steve  

 

 

News 



 

Oblong Children’s Christian Home, we believe in the sanctity of  

the family. Children were meant to grow up in a home where they 

have provisions, care, shelter, love and direction. Thank you, Lord, 

that it is our joy and our honor to ensure that they are not alone. It 

is our privilege to share in their birthdays throughout the year 

with parties, gifts, and birthday cakes. 

 

 

 

 

 

From Rana Samuel, Nagpur, India: 

 

We are reaching to hundreds of people in India with the unique 

ministry of repairing motorbikes. We feel blessed that this ministry 

has grown in reaching people for Christ. We are prayerfully  

considering to expand this ministry as the Lord leads us. By God’s 

grace, we have been able to share the gospel with many who would 

never have heard it other than to stop for a motorbike repair.  

We want to thank each one of you for your prayers and generous 

support, for being strong pillars of Passion Ministries. Please  

continue to keep us uplifted in your prayers as we move forward 

into this new year knowing God is in control.  

 

 

 

 

From Bill McClure at Gospel Broadcasting Mission: 

2017 Project 

In the New Year, you can help us purchase/distribute ImpaX units 

- these are solar powered radios to share with broadcasters and 

listeners overseas. This is next generation missionary  

technology and combines a solar powered radio and Audio Bible 

(local languages) all in one. Perfect for many oral cultures and  

areas in the world not serviced by 24 hour Christian broadcasting. 

A button toggles between radio and audio Bible functions. It’s  

water resistant . .  AM, FM, SW . . . These will replace battery-

only style radios and mp3 players we have helped distribute in the 

past. Your gift of $100 will provide three ImpaX receivers. On  

average each player is heard by 10 people, allowing those who can’t 

travel overseas to instead send a pocket sized missionary in their 

place. 

From Amy Kemp at the Oblong Children’s Christian Home: 

 

Dear friends, 

RE: No More Forgotten Birthdays 

‘Tis the season of Christ’s birth. It is a 

festive time. We gather with family and 

friends. We give gifts. We celebrate  

traditions. We marvel at the love of God 

who would send His son from the glories of heaven to the filth of a 

manger. Christ’s birth: it IS cause for celebration, but it truly did 

not start that way. History tells us that the very birth of Christ 

was uneventful, tucked away into a forgettable stable, and without 

fanfare. At this season, we are asking you to make a pledge along 

with us. NO MORE FORGOTTEN BIRTHDAYS! 

Let me tell you a story. Our office manager’s heart broke with each 

passing day. Here on our campus, Jerry* came in daily to check on 

the mail. “Did I get anything from my mom today?” “No,” she 

would reply with a sympathetic look in her eye. She’d hold back her 

own tears as she held her breath, waiting for his response to the 

hard, cold truth.  

“She’ll send a card. She won’t forget,” Jerry would say more out of 

his own ungrounded hope than from a place of confidence. I  

wonder how many days he would sit near his bedroom window 

waiting for the  mail delivery before bounding down to the office to 

check? Each day, he left unsatisfied. Each day was harder than the 

none before. You see, mom didn’t send a card. She didn’t  

remember. He was forgotten on his birthday.  

Abandonment is just one of the realities of the children served by 

the Oblong Children’s Christian Home. Their stories tear at your 

heart. Some of them include difficult family situations. Some of 

them include mental health issues. Some of them include  

delinquency and academic failure. All of them include a sense of 

isolation. Alone. It makes me wonder, did Jesus feel alone on the 

day of his birth? 

The scriptures talk about His lowly entry into this world. Born in a 

stable. Among those in the make-shift nursery that night were 

some shepherds, livestock, Mary and Joseph. From the richness of 

heaven to a stinky barn, potentially a watering trough, and some 

hay. Yes, I’ll bet he felt alone. Maybe the Father watched from 

above with a tear in His eye, too, knowing that this is not the way 

things should be, but it was the only way.  

We feel that way. Surely this is not the way things  should be, but 

it is the best way we know to come to the aid of families. At the  

Here is a note from David Empson from the International  

Conference on Missions:  

 

Dear friends of ICOM, 

We are so excited to make this announcement. Many of you are  

familiar with the Mission Services association, also known as The 

Missions Network. Their director, Reggie Hundley, just announced 

that he will be taking a new role at another organization as of June 

of this year. So, starting in June the International Conference on 

Missions will be assuming the work of the longtime ministry  

Missions Services Association. If you want to learn more, here is a 

video link that will explain the timeline and reasoning behind this 

move. https://youtu.be/5WByp2vn2uik. 

The staff and corporate officers at ICOM are very excited! Like I 

said in the video, we have been praying for close to two years about 

finding a way to get more engaged in who and where our  

missionaries serve, telling their stories, and finding ways to include 

and highlight them at ICOM. 

We have a lot to learn! Some of our staffers will be assuming new 

responsibilities to cover the new roles that the Missions Network 

will bring to ICOM. Please be sure to keep the staff of both  

organizations in your prayers during this transition! This does not 

and will not change what we do now. The annual conference will 

always be in the forefront of our minds. We will continue to focus on 

how we can encourage and equip kingdom and harvest workers to 

make disciples and to enlist more to work the harvest. At the core of 

ICOM, we hope you will always see that.  

 Our focus will be on making disciples who make disciples 

 We are working to keep our costs low 

 We want everything we do to be active or practical 

 ICOM is all about collaboration and strategic thinking 

 We are here to serve 

 

As well as the ICOM conference, we will continue to endorse and 

promote the Making Disciples initiative, The RISE Project, and our 

pre-conference events. But none of these things could be done  

without your continued support in prayer, attendance and giving to 

ICOM. 

Thank you so much for your prayers and support. Pray for us as we 

add new staff, expand our workload, and continue to serve. We hope 

you are planning on coming to Peoria November 16th - 19th, 2017! 

It’s going to be an awesome gathering as we come “Together”.   
 


