
 

From Kathy Girton, West Indies Christian Mission: 

 

June 15th - 24th, this team will travel to the DR to do                      

education in Elder Care and give encouragement to our                   

Dominican seniors. Luis requested we help them with any                   

assistance for health and nutrition because most do not have 

sufficient funds to survive. Diabetes and high blood pressure 

are the two most common diagnosed illnesses. The largest       

population of people in the DR are economically poor.  

Inflation in the USA in 2016 was 1.2% and in the DR was 2.3%. 

Any retirement system is insufficient or non-existent, leaving 

the adult children to care for their elderly. I know this sounds 

more and more familiar but circumstances are truly dire. When 

being prescribed daily medications for diabetes, the poor will 

purchase only what they have cash for that day, then possibly 

purchase more in two weeks or a month. The issues go on and 

on with trying to keep their blood sugar levels stable. Most do 

not wear close-toed shoes thus being at risk for serious wounds 

with their poor circulation. Often, the elderly are left to beg in 

the streets because they have no children or resources. Of those 

that are the poorest, many have little education and don’t even 

know how to care for their wounds or their ill family  members. 

They don’t know what to watch for or how to do any                               

preventative work.  

This team will be addressing these issues first by teaching our 

church leaders and caregivers what to watch for and how to 

address these needs. One team member is a Wound Care Nurse 

in a geriatric care center. She will be doing wound care and 

education. Another team member is a Geriatric Social Worker 

who will be doing back-to-basics education about the needs of 

our elderly and how to be proactive in recognizing issues.                

Promoting proper brain stimulation and movement for seniors 

will also be taught. Other team members will be helping with 

the children that always are curious and can be disruptive if not 

engaged. They will be encouraging reading of Bible Story 

books that we hope to distribute one on one. Illiteracy is                       

highest among the Dominican female population with 55.55 of 

senior women (65+) and 42.4% of 15-20 year old females                   

illiterate in 2015. Along with these tasks, we look forward to 

worshiping with and greeting our brothers and sisters in 

Christ as we share in worship.  

Passion Ministries  

Dear Friends,  

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is time for 

us to give an update about the work that is being continued in 

India even in the midst of severe oppression. 

We want to thank you for your prayers, as each step that we 

take is a step of faith. All our calculations and planning can fail 

but it is only the Lord who opens doors for His work to               

continue. India, in the past year, has changed completely. It is 

not even close to the India in which we grew up. We are                  

talking about the political climate. Now every day rules 

change, which makes life difficult for Christians to function. 

Pressures from all sides mount on Christians.  

Now the Churches are constantly monitored and many have 

been locked down. We have been approached several times 

and threatened. In the midst of this severe persecution,       

Passion Ministries is still continuing to reach out to the people 

of India. Many lives are being transformed. Even though   

people are aware of the dangers, they continue to come and we 

are able to minister to them. 

Getting their strength and courage by His Spirit, the people 

continue to come to Sunday worship. They are aware that they 

may be stopped and asked detailed information or even beaten 

up. It is a very trying time on Christians and we appreciate 

your prayers for them to be strong in their faith and kept safe.  

The recent developments in India have made it very difficult 

for even a house church to meet. 

People are afraid for their family’s safety and are meeting 

much more secretly than before. Christians and seekers of 

Christ still come together to worship. 

It is a scary time for the little kids to come to the CARE                      

ministry. Some of the kids have expressed that they are   

thankful that they can pray to Jesus anytime. We are able to 

teach these kids about the bible. It is our prayer that these kids 

continue to grow in Christ.  
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We received a Thank You note from IDES recently expressing 

their appreciation for an extra offering given to help with a wall 

in Mae Sot, Thailand. This was a blessing from one of four saints 

here at Centerville and will enable a village to save clean potable 

water. May praise go to the Lord for this saint and for IDES              

ministry around the world.  

 

 

 

Don Tingle, ComNServ ministries is now in Kenya working 

with the Borana people group. These folks are primarily Muslim 

but have seen recent events in Kenya and Somalia where                                 

Muslims are killing Muslims. Many of these people are reachable 

with the truth of God’s Word and Don is preaching and teaching 

the truth among them. Just last Sunday, the 23rd, 11 former  

Muslims were baptized into Christ as they found the true God of 

creation. May the Lord be praised for Don’s work and we give 

thanks for being a small part of that as he is one of our mission 

partners. By the way, Don could use some extra financial supports 

so his outreach could be even greater. Pray about that and act 

accordingly when God answers your prayer.  

 

 

 

From Christian Arabic Services, John Caldwell: 

Safa and Mona reported on many wonderful things that are                 

happening in Egypt and the greater Arabic-speaking world. For 

instance, more than 300 have graduated from Hope International 

University- Egypt in the first few years, most with graduate                   

degrees. Currently there are 318 students enrolled in pursuing 

graduate degrees. That is in addition to undergraduate students 

and to thousands who participate in various training seminars 

during the year.  



 

From Dave Butts, Harvest Prayer Ministries: 

Thank you for your gift to Harvest Prayer Ministries. By now, you 

may have heard that I have been diagnosed with Stage IV B Cell 

Mantle Lymphoma. I am receiving treatments at the Community 

North Cancer Center in Indianapolis and am so grateful for the 

good care I am receiving. They are very optimistic that the                   

treatment plan I am on will result in remission. Of course, we are 

praying beyond remission to cure.  

Chemo changes the way you live. Low immunity levels means                

extreme care around people to avoid infection. So my speaking 

schedule just went away. Fortunately, John Graf is available to step 

in and take care of most of those ministry opportunities. Other 

than the speaking, so much of what I do for H PM can continue 

from home via internet. I write daily prayers for our Facebook 

page. I am in the midst of writing my tenth book. Video and audio 

calls allow me to continue to strategize and connect with prayer 

leaders around the nation.  Most of all, Kim, Jon, Joanne, and 

JoLyn, our wonderful staff, keep HPM at the forefront of the                    

prayer movement through their tireless efforts.  

Cancer isn’t stopping vital work of Harvest Prayer Ministries. We 

make some adjustments and keep moving ahead. We can do that 

through the strength of the Lord and the wonderful provision that 

comes from friends like you. Thank you for standing with us. 

Please keep praying and, as the Lord provides, please continue to 

help fund the work of prayer through harvest Prayer Ministries.  

Blessings! 

Dave Butts 

President, Harvest Prayer Ministries 

 

PS- To follow my cancer journey log onto: 

   caringbridge.org/visit/davebutts 

 

 

 

Joe  & Marie Lieway still need some extra support for a couple of 

items to use in Liberia with the Bible Faith Christian Church: 

 *2 motorbikes at $2000 for the pair 

 *$1500 for leadership training and VBS expenses 

 *$700 for transportation costs for the village church leaders to 

 attend central gatherings for this training. 

Help if you can and pray for Joe & Marie and the church.  

From Luke Greer of Orchard Group, a church-planting                           

organization: 

With 2017 bringing the church launches in so many places                     

(Cape town, South Africa; Central Harlem, New York; Lagos,                

Nigeria; and Paris, France), the magnitude of the work that is set 

before us as an organization can seem daunting. For this reason, 

stories like the one in Acts 14 are crucial because they serve as      

reminders both of the purpose of church planting (“opening a door 

of faith”) and of the potential of church planting (“completed work” 

by God’s grace).  

A few weeks ago, I was reminded again of this purpose and                  

potential while visiting a church that my wife and I helped to plant 

in the  Mexico City Valley. The church was celebrating it’s tenth 

anniversary, and I found myself emotionally overcome - not with 

the magnitude of the task at hand, but with the magnitude of the 

work completed: more than 250 believers, a dozen home groups, 

local eldership and pastorate, and local resources providing for the 

church’s varied ministries. I was, like Paul and Barnabas before me, 

able to participate not only the labor of church planting, but in the 

celebration of the completed work of a church being established. 

It’s startling how little has changed since the first century: we’re 

still traveling, training, preaching, overcoming obstacles,                            

allocating resources, and appointing local elders for churches in 

population centers where people might otherwise never encounter 

a compelling case for Christianity. Like the churches planted in 

Acts 14, God is actively working to bring His work to beautiful 

completion in Cape Town, Harlem, Lagos, Paris and too many      

other places to list. And like the partner church in Antioch, your 

partnership is playing a critical part if God’s work of grace. 

Thank you for giving, fasting, and praying for the sake of these 

churches and leaders. In so doing, you’re helping to write the “book 

of Acts” of the 21st century.  

 

 

 

Here is a testimony of the effectiveness of our campus ministries. This 

is from a young man at Vincennes University: 

 

When I first came to Vincennes University in August of 2015, I was 

somewhat excited to see what college life would bring my way.                    

Somewhat optimistic to get started on “grown-up life” and, if I am            

completely honest, somewhat afraid to be away from home for the first 

time. The very next day, though I am a naturally inverted and quiet 

man, I made myself do something new. I traveled to the little church 

called Maria Creek Chapel where I knew CCF was having it’s first       

Sunday morning service of the Fall 2015 semester. This may not sound 

scary in any way, but mind you I was much more afraid of people that 

time than I may be now. As He always does, God blew my  mind with 

His love and with His perfect timing even though things were so      

intimidating. 

Because I went to that church service that warm Sunday morning in 

August, I ended up making many, many wonderful friends, meeting my 

current girlfriend who is a mighty blessing in my life, and most of all 

experiencing the amazing and beautiful love of Almighty God. I had 

absolutely no idea what would come of going to that service and I was 

scared to try something new like that, but I wholeheartedly believe God 

took that one decision and used it to bless me and others in various 

ways and I thank Him and praise Him for that daily.  

As I now write this, I am a resident at CCF. I have had the opportunity 

to meet and minister to many new people. I have so many wonderful 

friends that love Jesus and are focused on Him in all they do. I have had 

the opportunity to preach two sermons and I believe that I have                 

received lots of wonderful insight that will greatly help me in the                  

pursuit of my dream of being a pastor. Though God, not ministries, are 

the source of all blessings, CCG has indeed been a tool in God’s hand to 

help me grow and mature in my personal relationship with Jesus Christ 

as well as grow and mature as a friend, as a man and as a student. Also, 

I am not near as introverted now, all thanks to what God has done in 

my life using CCF. 

CCF is a place where first and foremost the Lord Jesus Christ is lifted 

high in glory and praise, a place where one can find refuge from the 

constant stress and trial of college, a place where Christ-centered and 

enduring friendships can be made, a place where one can receive loving 

accountability, a place where one can feel genuine love and compassion, 

a place where reaching out to our lost and dying world in the name of 

Jesus Christ is valued mightily and a place that I, for one, love to be 

each and every day.  

 

-Zach Johnson, CCF Resident 2016-2017 

 


