
 

 

Nick Parsons from Orchard Group, a church 

planting ministry writes: 

 

Dear Friends, 

Thank you for your recent donation to the Orchard 

Group! Your generosity enables Orchard Group to 

extend the grace of God through the planting of new 

churches in cities around the world. Our hope is to 

do this in the most effective way possible, not just by providing funding, but by 

working as a kind of  

incubator, or greenhouse, to help ensure the planting of healthy, life-giving 

churches, that will stand the test of time. This means that Orchard Group pays 

attention to the whole process of planting a new church, not just the visible  

elements, but the necessary, below the surface, work that lays a proper  

foundation for a new church. 

Your giving allows Orchard Group to recruit, assess and vet possible church 

planters, to make sure qualified, and healthy leaders are pastoring these new 

churches. It enables us to ensure that new churches are established with the 

proper legal statuses and accounting procedures that provide both insight and 

accountability. It ensures that we can provide care and coaching for the pastors 

of new churches, their spouses and families - during one of the busiest and most 

challenging seasons of their lives. Your giving allows us to network church 

planters together so they can benefit from the lessons learned by one another 

and accelerate their own church's growth and maturity. Your financial support 

allows us to surround a new church plant with the team of season leaders who 

provide accountability, coaching and oversight to help shepherd a new church 

from inception to self-sufficiency and multiplication. These are just a sampling 

of the services we provide church planters because of the support you provide. 

In the past 20 years, 98% of the churches started by Orchard Group are still 

serving their communities and extending God's grace. In humility, we celebrate 

this reality, knowing that we couldn't do it without God's power and without 

your faithful support. Thank you for allowing us to pay attention to the whole 

process of planting a new church and allowing us to establish new churches in 

cities around the world! 
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Here is an encouragement to pray for and about mission works from Dave  

Earley, a minister from Las Vegas, Nevada: 

 

Prayer is the Most Influential Activity a Leader Can Do. 

When I look at the massive responsibility of trying to influence people for God, I 

am stunned by my own insufficiency. Who am I? When it comes to worldly  

influence, I am a "nobody and a nothing." I can't do it. But I know someone who 

can - God. He can do more in seconds than I can accomplish in years. He can do it 

better, bigger, and more long-lastingly than I can even imagine. 

So the question becomes, how can I work with God to be more influential in the 

lives of the people I am responsible for? The answer, of course, is prayer. 

R.A. Torrey made an astounding observation when he wrote, "Prayer is the key 

that unlocks all the storehouses of God's infinite grace and power. All that God is 

and all that God does is at the disposal of prayer. But we must use the key. Prayer 

can do anything God can do, and as God can do anything, prayer is  

omnipotent."  

Hudson Taylor was an English  

missionary to China. He founded the 

China Inland Missions, which became 

miraculously influential for God in  

China. At his death, the mission  

included 205 mission stations with more 

than 800 missionaries and 125,000  

Chinese Christians. How did he do it? 

He said, "It is possible to move men 

through God by prayer alone." 



From Will Walls, A Lamp Unto My Feet: 

 

Next month I will be visiting missionaries in Java, Indonesia. Last year a long-

time missionary asked for help in making counseling services available on the 

island for missionary families. I suggested that a counseling center in Thailand 

might be interested in establishing local counseling centers to serve Java and 

neighboring islands. That program is near completion. While in Java I will be 

meeting with national pastors for encouragement and training. A university  

professor has invited me to speak to students and faculty at a local teacher-

training institution. Please be in prayer for the success of this visit and for travel 

safety.  When I started this ministry in July, 2014 I was working with five  

missionaries. That number today has just surpassed the 100 mark. Thank you for 

your faithful and valuable support of the missionary care ministry.  

 

 
Great news from Don Tingle: 

 

Dear Friends, 

Four Boranas plan to be baptized this Christmas in Nairobi. All of them are from a 

Muslim background. In the past they have waited for me to be present to handle the 

baptisms, even though I have encouraged them to not wait. Now I am in the USA for 

a couple of months, but their leadership team has matured and they no longer feel the 

need to wait for me to be there. This is a big step forward. Please pray that this 

church continues to grow in the Muslim community. 

Perhaps you heard that this week al-Shabaab fighters (some connected with al-Qaida 

and perhaps some connected with ISIS) attacked a bus in northern Kenya. They 

wanted to separate Christians from Muslims and execute the Christians. But the 

Muslims protected them, refusing to be separated from the Christians. Finally the  

al-Shabaab fighters gave up and left. At a time when there is so much bad news about 

Muslim extremism. I thought you would want to know this little bit of good news.  

The  Kenya Christian Industrial Training Institute (KCITI) - on whose campus the 

Nairobi Church of Christ meets—has asked me to help them reach out to the  

dominant Muslim community around them. I have been asked to help plan and  

direct three areas of work there: 

1. De-radicalization of Muslim youth. 

2. Inter-religious tolerance. 

3. Peace building for sustainable development. 

All three of these are essential for the small Christian community of Kenyans,  

Somalis, and Boranas to live in peace and security among Muslims of Eastleigh,  

Nairobi. Please pray that I will have a wisdom to help plan and implement activities 

and programs toward these goals. 

Finally, I want to wish you a very Merry Christmas. Thank you for your prayers and 

support in this ministry during 2015. Please do not put any of this news on  

Facebook or any other social media or Internet site. God bless. 

Don Tingle, Executive Director of COMENSERV 

From Doug  Lucas, President of Team Expansion: 

 

Making a Difference for the Kingdom: 

At the end of the day, we all long to make a  

difference in the Kingdom. The good news 

is, it's working. At the end of 2014, as  

measured by five very exacting criteria, we 

were operating full-tilt among 25 unreached people groups. Now, just one year later, 

measuring the same criteria, we're working among 77. Until last year, as an  

organization, we had been averaging around 900 baptisms/year. But last year God 

allowed us to baptize 1,387. In similar manner,  until last year, we had been starting 

around 70 new churches per year, but last year we launched near double that  

number (130). Combined attendance at churches we and our partners have launched 

has been rising, but last year it peaked at 17,446 attenders. Someone must be  

praying. Is it you? Thanks to your help, prayers and partnership, God is at work 

through your favorite Team Expansion missionaries!  

 

 

Here is part of a recent report from David & Philomina Morris, South India 

Church of Christ Mission work out of Chennai, India: 

 

Dear Friends, 

Philomina, Arthur and members of the team doing the flood relief coordination did a 

return trip to Chennai and inspection of the main villages. The flood relief is going 

to take time. Big chunks of Chennai city are still very affected by the flooding with 

large garbage dumps of flood-damaged clothes and furniture and stuff lining all the 

roads. 

People are still coming to grips with their losses in the city. In the villages, there 

have been many more funerals as older people affected by the flooding and the loss 

of their huts died sooner than otherwise. And our older buildings have all suffered, 

though the new ones at the College came through well. Thank God we built the new 

College campus. The old campus in Madras city was in a flood zone (one reason we 

thought to move even when Mom was alive). The water level in the sports field on 

our present campus is coming down daily. 

The team saw a lot of depression at all the loss of income and belongings, the  

dangers of fevers and viral infections potentially blossoming into epidemics, the 

filthy and dangerous water of any drinking or bath water source, the breakdown of 

normal life. Before the rains and flooding, bus services, buying food, the quality of 

roads, the city-wide water supply, the safe parking of cars on the road and drainage 

were taken for granted, as in many cities. But now so much is broken. The city of 15 

million+ people that is Chennai is 

very damaged and there will be 

months of rebuilding through 2016 

and 2017.  

 

 


