
 

 From David Wright at TCM International Institute: 

Acts 8:4 fascinates me. It is a scripture that can slip by us if we are 

not paying attention. But in it is a lesson for each of us. It describes a 

time of persecution of the followers of 

Jesus. Stephen had just been stoned to 

death. Right after that event a “great 

persecution broke out against the 

church at Jerusalem.” Then Acts 8:4 

tells us, “Those who had been scattered 

preached the word where they went.” 

In that brief statement we are told that believers were on the move 

as a result of the persecution and preached wherever they went. If 

they were allowed into homes, meeting people along the road, or 

stopping for the night, they shared the Good News of Jesus. They 

weren’t the ones we read about like Philip, Stephen, Silas, Paul, Peter 

or Barnabas; they were anonymous ones. Like most of them, our 

names will be forgotten, but the Gospel of Jesus will move forward 

reaching the hearts of those who hear it.  

A recent TCM graduate is an example of this: For this letter he is 

anonymous, but his story is a bit like Acts 8:4. He is a gifted                   

preacher of the Word, a native of Iran. Three years ago he was             

notified by a reliable “inside” source that the authorities were coming 

to arrest him. The church he was leading had grown too big in the 

eyes of the city government. It was too much of a threat to Iranian 

culture.  

The preacher and his family fled with not much more than the 

clothes on their backs. They traveled to Armenia where they were 

invited to stay with a  preacher friend and his family. During the 

extended stay he became the assisted pastor of an Armenian church. 

While away from Iran he has kept in touch with TCM. We have 

prayed for him through a variety of challenges life has thrown at 

him. Recently we received an update causing us to rejoice and praise 

God for His guidance of our Iranian brother. He is now the minister 

of a church in Germany made up of Iranians. He teaches people who 

like him have fled their country due to persecution. 

Our dear friend is one of more than 1500 international disciple                

makers preaching and teaching the truth of Christ wherever He 

leads them. They are equipped in practical Bible studies made                  

possible because of the prayers and financial support of brothers and 

sisters in Christ, such as you, who share the love of Jesus with a lost 

scattered world. Will you help equip disciple makers by sending a 

gift to TCM? 

 

Gratefully in Him,  

David Wright 

Vice President of Ministry Service 

 

 

April 2017 

 

 

Great new from Ides: 

 

Last October, IDES partnered with 

Christian Arabic Services and LATM on 

an evangelistic project. We worked  

together to translate and print Arabic 

commentaries on the Bible and most  

recently the book of Romans. 

Safaa Fahmi, CAS Executive Director, is 

the editor for the series. He recently sent 

us the following story about the influence of the Romans  

commentary. The man who types the manuscripts of the  

commentaries from handwriting into the computer, started his 

life as a Coptic Orthodox, a nominal Christian. After joining a 

protestant denominational church he still knew little about the 

grace of God. However, as he was writing the first volume of the 

Romans commentary he called Safaa and sounded as if he had 

been crying. When Safaa asked him what was the matter, he said, 

“I have just discovered the heart of the Christian life. I have spent 

68 years of my life trying hard to live the good life and still I felt 

guilty and unworthy. But now after I have read The Book of  

Romans by Dr. Jack Cottrell, I have discovered the real meaning 

of grace and that released me and took away all the mountains of 

fear and guilt. Now I can sleep in peace. Thank God for Dr.  

Cottrell.” 

With more than 400 million Arabic speaking people in the world 

(90 million in Egypt) this project has the potential to impact  

innumerable others for eternity. 

Your gift will meet a similar need as we seek to offer help and 

hope to others in Christ’s name. Thank you for being an                              

important part of our support team.  

 

Sincerely yours, 

Rick Jett 

Executive Director 

 



 

From Bill Warren at FAME: 

 

Dear Centerville Christian Church, 

Thank you for your gift to the ministry of FAME. Your generosity 

provides us with the resources we need to perform the medical 

ministry to which God has called us. 

One of the sustainable projects that we have at FAME is our     

impact scholarship program. This program helps bright, Christian 

young people who are pursuing a medical education with the              

funding needed for their schooling. These students must be from 

developing nations and be recommended by one of our partner  

missions. Currently FAME is sponsoring 8 students from 5               

countries. Here are some comments form our partner missionaries 

who oversee the students they have recommended:  

 “She is a dedicated student who decided to serve the people 

through medical evangelism.” Shalini Isaac, sponsored by   

Central India Christian Mission. 

 “Daniel remains thankful to FAME for your support and             

prayers.” Daniel Masih, sponsored by Central India Christian 

Mission. 

 “Faustina loves the Lord and will be a dynamic missions nurse 

upon completion of her training.” Faustina Addae, sponsored  
 By Ghana Christian Mission. 

 “Belinda is a dear Christian sister who radiates the love of 

Christ and is being prepared to serve as an excellent missions 

nurse.” Belinda Ayumu, Ghana Christian Mission 

 

Thank you again for your generous donation to FAME. Donations 

to FAME help make projects like this and others possible so that 

the love of Christ can be shared through medical evangelism! 

 

God Bless you in the coming year: 

Bill Warren 

Executive Director 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 prayers as well. In addition to his role cooking here, Tony 

serves at Arlington Elementary and Raleigh Christian Church.  

 Please pray for Josh & Christina Miller. Christina has begun 

working with dialysis patients, and we both serve with the 

middle school students at Plum Creek Christian Church. 

 Ask God to prepare the hearts and minds of summer staff, the 

six or seven young people who will spend the entire summer 

serving at Mahoning Valley. Pray that their time living in an 

intentional Christian community, working and serving            

together, is a formative and life-changing experience.  

 Finally, pray for our Building the Legacy campaign, which is 

raising money to add bed space and increase our ability to              

effectively serve and lead people to Christ. You can learn more 

about the campaign and specific prayer requests at                                 

mahoningvalley.org/legacy. 

The 2016 camp season was effective in furthering the Kingdom of 

God here on earth, and that only happens because of you. Thank 

you for your continued partnership, love, and support. 

 

In Christ, 

Josh Miller, Executive Director 

 

 

 

The All Nations Christian Church in Lansing, Michigan, is a 

work we have supported since it’s beginning about 18 years ago. 

This is a church that was planted by the New Churches of Christ 

Evangelism ministry in an area of Lansing that was considered a 

hard to evangelize place. Inner city, low income folks, few male 

head of households in the area. Art Foster, was and is the lead  

minister at this congregation of the Lord’s Church and he and his 

team have built this congregation into a valuable asset in the  

Kingdom of Christ. They still require outside help, and probably 

always will because of their demographic makeup, and CCC and the 

Lansing Church of Christ are their main supporters. This church 

has changed the lives of hundreds of people and their  

ministry is effective. We are pleased to support and encourage 

them in the work in Lansing.  

 

Here is a recent letter from Josh Miller, Mahoning Valley CSC: 

 

Dear partners in ministry, 

It may seem odd, but for me the most overwhelming part of 2016 

seems to be summarizing it in just one letter. So many people spent 

time worshipping, serving and growing at Mahoning Valley in the 

last 12 months that I am going to have to leave out hundreds of         

stories.  

Most of the campers we serve each summer are already well                          

connected to a Bible-believing church, and so our role is often a            

discipleship focus: helping young people who already know and love 

Jesus to grow deeper in relationship with Him. This was reflected in 

our 2016 theme - “Rooted” - and the accompanying focus on being 

connected to Jesus, the true vine. And I’m proud to say that 624 

campers heard that message during our summer programs. 

I have not served at Mahoning Valley for a full seven years, and that 

has been long enough to be able to witness many students maturing 

over the years. Several students who were in elementary school 

when I met them in 2010 spent a week in 2016 serving as camp   

faculty for today’s elementary campers: Hannah, Luke, Gracie, and 

others. Even though I only see these students a few days each year, 

it has been amazing to watch them grow, transitioning from the 

ones being taught into those who are teaching, leading, and serving. 

They have grown from kids who attend church into disciples who 

are passionately following Christ and loving their neighbors. 

For as far back as I can find on record, Mahoning Valley’s mission 

has been to introduce people to a lifestyle and life work for the   

Master.  I am here to tell you now that the mission is continuing. 

You are still reaching young people for and teaching them about 

Christ through this ministry.  

As we move into 2017, please keep Mahoning Valley in your                 

prayers.  

 Pray that campers, volunteers, and staff come to know Christ 

better and serve Him more. 

 Pray for our deans and faculty as they prepare for this year. We 

are only 137 days away from the start of summer camp. 

 Please continue your prayers for Jeremy & Jenni Souders and 

their family. During this year, Jeremy is transitioning from  

raising support for his work at the camp to being paid directly 

by the camp. Their oldest daughter, Tabbi, also finished high 

school this year. Keep her in your prayers as she reaches this 

time of transition.  

 Keep Tony & Diane Augsburger and their family in your     


