
READ JOHN 15:5

Jesus used lots of word pictures when He talked to His friends. He knew 
they would be able to relate and understand if He talked about things 
they dealt with every day. In this case, He talked about vines, branches, 
and fruit to show them how important it was to stay connected to him.

It’s great for us to know that we’re unique and special. After all, God made 
us that way! But He doesn’t want us to just be unique and special on 
our own. A branch by itself isn’t going to grow any fruit. Remember, God 
made you to use your uniqueness for a purpose.

Our relationship with Jesus is exactly what He described to His friends: 
He is the vine and we are the branches. We’re only going to know how to 
use our uniqueness if we stay joined to Him.

So how do we do that? How do we stay joined to the one who knows us 
best and knows how He wants to use us? We talk to Him. We look for ways 
that other people might need help, encouragement, or a listening ear. We 
treat the people around us like God put them in our path for a reason. 
And instead of focusing on ourselves, we make sure we’re ready to act 
and show love.

Ask God to help you have the right attitude and stay joined to Him all 
through your day.

THINK ABOUT IT:
1. What are some ways you stay joined or connected to God?
2. When do you feel closest to Him?
3.  How does it change your day when you’ve spent that kind of time 

with Him first?
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DAY 1READ ACTS 16:14-15

You’ve heard the word “hospitality,” right? It actually has nothing to do 
with a hospital, but it has everything to do with making people feel at 
home—making them feel like a VIP.

Have you ever been to a friend’s house and you could just tell their family 
wanted you to have a great experience? Maybe your friend’s dad found out 
your favorite kind of food to cook while you were over that night. Maybe 
her mom had a toothbrush and toothpaste set out for you in case you 
forgot yours. Some people just have a gift for hospitality.

In the Bible, Lydia apparently had that same kind of gift. She was so 
thankful that Paul and his friends had told her about Jesus that she gave 
them a nice place to stay at her house. She used her gifts to make them feel 
welcome!

Using your gifts can be just that simple. If you want to love people, do it the 
best way YOU know how. Think about the unique things that make you who 
you are and then about how you could use them to show love to others.

THINK ABOUT IT:
1.  Can you think of a time recently when someone showed you love in a 

simple way?
2. Why did it stand out to you?
3.  Why do you think it’s so easy for us to miss those simple opportunities to 

love others?



READ ROMANS 1:8

When Paul wrote to the believers living in Rome, he made sure to 
tell them something up front. He let them know how thankful he was  
for them.

Have you ever done that before? Have you ever written a thank you 
note—maybe for a birthday or Christmas gift? How about a thank you 
note “just because?”

There’s something powerful that happens when you remember to thank 
the people they care about. It could be telling them a heartfelt “thank 
you” in person when they do something to help you. It could be an actual 
handwritten card. Or it could even be something creative, like a drawing.

Whatever it might look like, your gratitude means more than you think. 
It’s a great way to show love to others because it’s personal. Imagine if 
your mom got a note in the mail from you—stuck in there in the midst of 
all her bills and junk mail and magazines—thanking her for being such a 
great mom and for always supporting you along the way. Can you even 
imagine how much that would mean to her?

Take some time to write a thank you note—or a picture, or a poem, or a 
song—and let someone know you appreciate them.

THINK ABOUT IT:
1. Does someone else usually have to remind you to say thank you?
2. Why do you think it’s so much more meaningful when it’s your idea?
3. How did it feel the last time you were thanked for something you did?

DAY 2 READ PSALM 139:5-6

Name your Top Five pizza places below.

1. _____________________________     4. _____________________________
2. _____________________________     5. _____________________________
3. _____________________________

Now, let’s think very carefully . . . who has the best crust? And why? Some 
people love a thin, crispy crunch and some love a nice, round border with an 
extra sprinkle of spices. Go ahead and put numbers next to each place and 
rank them by their crust. Are you hungry yet?

You probably knew exactly how you felt about those different pizza options, 
right? You were able to imagine each crust in great detail—the look, the 
taste, and the texture. (Looks like uniqueness is a big deal for pizza bakers 
too!)

God certainly knows ALL about you—way more than you know about your 
favorite pizza. This verse says He knows each of us so well, that it’s more 
than we can understand. In other words, He knows us even better than we 
know ourselves!

When you think of it that way, you trust Him more. You want to lean in and 
understand the unique ways He made you, because you want to know what 
His plans for your life might be. You want to know how He can use you to 
show love to the people around you.

Thank God for putting so much thought, care, and love into making you!

THINK ABOUT IT:
1.  Do you always feel like God is “all around you, behind you and in front of 

you?”
2. What are some ways you can help yourself remember that?
3.  When you trust that God knows you fully and that He’s always surrounding 

you, how does that free you up to think about loving others?
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