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Read Romans 15:7 and Acts 9:26-28
Friendship is easy when you “get” the person—when you feel like you can 
relate to them so freely. But that’s not always the case, is it? Sometimes it’s hard 
to accept the things about someone that you don’t understand.

Here’s some good news, God gave us a great example that we can follow. He 
made the first move. In Romans 15:7, draw a big arrow from the first sentence 
leading to the second sentence. Now draw a big 1 and 2 above them.

God loved us enough to send Jesus to this earth, to die for our sins. We were 
all “unacceptable” because of the wrong things we’ve done. We’ve all messed 
up and fallen short of His perfect standard. But that didn’t stop Him from  
accepting us!

So we follow His lead and accept each other. And when we do, we give others 
a clear picture, so they can see the way God accepts all of us. See how that 
works?

Barnabas accepted Paul even though others doubted that Paul could have really 
changed. And just like Barnabas did, you can stand in the gap for someone 
else. You can be the one to give them a chance. 

After all, 

friends accept one another.

 Day 1

All right—it’s survey time! Fill in your favorites below.

What’s your favorite . . .
Candy: _______________________________________________________________
Movie: _______________________________________________________________
Hobby:  ______________________________________________________________
Sport:  _______________________________________________________________
Restaurant: ___________________________________________________________

So you’ve got your favorites. We all do! Everybody you know would probably 
answer those five simple questions a little differently. And just like you might not 
understand the people who like Tootsie Rolls (I mean, really?), there are plenty 
of people who literally say it’s their favorite candy.

Think about it. How boring would it be if everyone liked the same things you 
liked? If everyone dressed like you, had the same things as you, or the same 
abilities . . . life wouldn’t be very interesting. Thankfully, God made life very 
interesting by making people very different from each other. And that’s a good 
thing!

So don’t get hung up on differences. Don’t let that get in the way of getting to 
know someone who could end up being a great friend. Ask them questions. 
Find out what makes them unique. Be brave enough to accept someone who 
maybe isn’t like you at all. Isn’t that what you’d want someone to do for you?

Day 4 

HEAR
FROM GOD

LIVE
FOR GOD
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What if you could see someone the way God sees them? Would that change 
the way you see them? What do you think?

The truth is, God created each person on purpose—people you feel like you 
understand completely, and people who you maybe don’t get along with 
quite so well.

We don’t have to be best friends with everyone. But we do need to accept 
them.

Think of someone who you have a hard time accepting. Talk to God about 
it. Ask Him to help you see them the way He sees them.

day 2
Today, start by drawing a big circle on this page. Inside the circle, write down 
the names of your best friends, your people, your squad.

All right. Now, think about this question. Do you think you only need to be 
friends with the people in that inner circle? No. Friendship is something you can 
offer to everyone!

Maybe there’s someone you’ve never even talked to before who could end up 
being one of your closest friends. You’ll never know until you try.

Now, some people are super outgoing and love to talk to new people. Other 
people . . . not so much. Just keep in mind it’s a good challenge and shouldn’t 
feel like torture to you.

The next time you find yourself waiting for the bus with somebody, or working 
on a school project together—especially if it’s not someone you’d normally 
hang out with—take a chance. Start up a conversation and see if you can find 
out some more about them.

You never know—you reaching out might be just the kind of acceptance they 
really need!

day 3
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