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Red Cross Blood Drive

April 7

Reception of New Members
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Palm Sunday
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Easter Sunday
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Baptism of Gwenna Kiley
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October
2018
April
2019
Sun

Mon
1

9:30 AM Worship
Receiving New
Members

Palm Sunday
9:30 AM Worship
10:45 AM
Education Hour
1:30 PM Girl
Scouts

21

Easter
7-9 AM Breakfast
9:40 AM Special
Music
10 AM Worship
11:30AM Egghunt

Thu

Fri

Sat

4 9 AM-Exercise 5

8

9 9 AM-Exercise 10
1 PM-Grange
7 PM - AA
7 PM-Executive
Committee

10:30 AM Bible
Study
6 PM Wolf Den
7:30 PM
Community Lent
Worship

11

12

13

15

16

17

18

19

20

6:45 PM - Boy
Scout Troop
7 PM-AA

2

Deadline to order
Easter lilies

14

Wed

9 AM-Exercise 3
10 AM-La
10:30 AM Bible
Leche League
Study
7 PM - AA
7:30 PM
Community Lent
Worship

Red Cross Blood
Drive 2-7 PM

7

Tue

6:45 PM - Boy
Scout Troop
7 PM-AA

9 AM-Exercise
7 PM - AA

22

23

29

30

6:45 PM - Boy
Scout Troop
#158
7 PM-AA

9 AM-Exercise
7 PM - AA
7 PM-Church
Council

10:30 AM Bible
Study

24

10:30 AM Bible
Study
6 PM Wolf Den

6:15PM Handbells
7:30PM Chancel
choir
8 PM - Hist. Soc.

9 AM-Exercise
6:15PM Handbells
7:30PM Chancel
choir

9 AM-Exercise
7:30 PM Maundy
Thursday Worship

25

9 AM-Exercise
6:15PM Handbells
7:30PM Chancel
choir

6

Tuscarora Spring
Youth Retreat
Weekend
7:30 PM - AA

7:30 PM - AA

7:30 PM Good
Friday Worship
7:30 PM - AA

26

7:30 PM - AA

27

Deadline for
May Cent-I-Gram

28

9:30 AM Worship
Baptism of
Gwenna Kiley
10:45 AM
Education Hour
1:30 PM Girl
Scouts

6:45 PM - Boy
Scout Troop
#158
7 PM-AA

SUNDAYS
9:30 AM - Worship with Holy
Communion
10:45 AM Education Hour
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We plant, and we water, but God gives the growth. (I Corinthians 3:6)
Greetings and blessings to all! Though we are still in our Lenten Journey, spring
has arrived, and with it the promise of new life! Soon we will observe Palm
Sunday and the sacred days of Holy Week; then, the Day of Resurrection! The
Good News that Christ is risen is a welcome relief for all of us.
We Lutherans take a sense of pride in being theologians of the cross, people
who are aware of our sinfulness, our brokenness in a weary world. We are
fortunate to have a Christ who suffers with us, a Christ who forgives us, restores
us, and who gives us our mission of service in the world.
But we are also an Easter people! We are blessed to have fifty days of Easter, fifty days to
celebrate the fact that Christ has broken into our existence. He has broken in not just to suffer
with us, but also to lift us up in the joy of his rising. Christ’s resurrection helps us know that he is
victorious over all. Christ assures us that sin, death and the devil do not get the final word.
Each of our Sundays in April will bring good news to our congregation. On April 7, we will
welcome fourteen new people from six families into our faith community! Please see their
pictures and bio’s in this month’s Centigram, and come to celebrate with them in worship. After
worship on April 7, we’ll have a new member reception for everyone in Luther Hall.
April 14 is Palm Sunday. Join us as we wave our palms, and sing our Hosannas. Then hear the
passion story as told by the gospel writer Luke.
On April 21, we celebrate Christ’s Day of Resurrection with worship at 10:00 AM. We will also
have our annual Easter breakfast, and an Easter Egg Hunt following worship. Please see the
schedule of activities in this newsletter.
Then, on April 28, we will have the baptism of Gwenna Kiley. Please join us in worship as we
welcome Gwenna into her new life in Christ!
Our new members are reminders that our community of faith is strong. Our future is bright, and
Jesus Christ is working in us and through us. We are a blessing to one another, and we are a
blessing in our world.
In the name of Christ,
Pastor Tancredi
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Nancy Carr
I lived on Horseshoe Trail for 28 years before downsizing and
moving to Coldstream Crossing, which I love.

My occupation was as House Decorator for the family business. I
have done a lot of traveling and now am content to stay close to
home.
I am the proud mother of 2 children, Pamela and James, and am very
proud of being the grandmother of 3, including Samantha, Matthew,
and James, Jr.
Linda Thompson and Lisa Kiefner brought me to Centennial Church
and I loved the service and the warm friendship the members
extended. This church is beautiful in every way; the lovely stained
glass shining through is truly the Lord’s blessing. I am honored to
become a member.

Lisa Kiefner
Hello, I'm Lisa Kiefner. I grew up and spent most of my life in
Springfield, Delaware County. I have one child, Ernest Lebo, a
daughter-in-law, Nicole, and two grandchildren, Ernie and Alex.
Five years ago, I made the decision to leave my roots in Springfield
and relocated to Florida. This move gave me an opportunity to be
closer to my grandchildren during their formative years. I recently
returned to Phoenixville to be near my sister, Linda Thompson, and
her husband, Alton.
I have enjoyed a long working career consisting of twenty years in
commercial property reinsurance and twelve years as church
administrator and preschool director for a church in Delaware
County. Most recently, I work as a patient advocate for a cardiology
practice in West Chester.
I enjoy spending time with my family and friends. I love walking,
bike riding and just hanging out having fun.
Upon returning to the area, I started attending Centennial. It just
seemed like a natural fit as I was raised in the Lutheran faith and
wanted to join a loving local congregation. Centennial feels like
home and I feel blessed for an opportunity to join this congregation.
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Alton Kenneth Thompson
I was born in San Antonio, Texas, and raised in Dallas, Texas.
I enlisted in the Naval Reserve in high school. I attended the
U.S. Naval Academy and became a nuclear submarine officer,
serving on six submarines. I was the Commanding Officer on
two submarines: the fast attack USS Puffer, and the fleet ballistic
missile, the USS Ohio. After retiring from the Navy, I served in
several executive positions before retiring as Assistant Director
at Longwood Gardens.

My wife and I are looking forward to being part of the church
family.
Linda Louise Thompson
I was born and raised in Springfield, Delaware County. I have
lived in Chester County for about 37 years. I was in the fine jewelry business for 30 years.
In 2004, my best friend, Karen, and I opened an Interior Design Store in Phoenixville named “Scarlet
Begonia’s.” The store was open for 6 years at which point I retired and Karen moved the store to
Flourtown.
I have 3 children and 4 grandchildren. We are currently living in Coldstream Crossing here in Kimberton.

We have been looking for a church since we moved here and have attended many services. What attracted
me to Centennial Lutheran was the warmth of the congregation and the warm welcome of Pastor Jerry.

West Family
Mark, Arielle, and Patrick West live in Spring City. Mark grew
up in Phoenixville and attended Centennial as a child. After
attending college at Millersville University he moved back to
the area to work in his family business for the past 10 years.
Arielle grew up in Montclair, NJ and attended the University of
Delaware. She worked in Manhattan after college for a few
years before taking a position at a logistics company in the area.
They added Patrick to their family on July 22nd, 2018.
The West family has been very grateful of the warm welcome
they have received by the community at Centennial.
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Donna Weinstein
. I am Donna Weinstein. I have been married to my husband, Richard, for
more than 52 years. We have two children: Kimberly, married to Dave
Slomeana, and Douglas, married to Jaime. Kim and Dave have two
children, Kayla and Thomas, and Doug and Jaime also have two
children, Addison and Sydney. Needless to say, our children and
grandchildren are the love and light of our lives.
We have lived in the area since 1969, starting in Collegeville and ending
up in Phoenixville. Richard retired from teaching at Perkiomen Valley
Middle School in 1999 after a 30-plus year career. I started my work
career as a Business Office Representative with Bell of Pennsylvania in
1969.
While I went to college to be a music teacher, I never pursued that path. I started my work career as a
Business Office Representative with Bell of Pennsylvania in 1969. After many years and several
position changes, I had the wonderful opportunity to work for Bell Atlantic International, writing training
material and then teaching for the Puerto Rico Telephone Company. I spent almost 18 months there and
loved every minute of it. It was a wonderful experience living in a different culture and learning about
the beautiful people of Puerto Rico. I even attended a Lutheran Church in Old San Juan and while I
didn’t understand all that was said, the service and music was familiar and it was a welcoming and kind
congregation. After returning home, I became a Project Manager for Verizon and learned many new
skills. My Bell of PA/Bell Atlantic/Verizon career spanned more than 30 years and was a great working
and learning experience.
I retired in 2003, or so I thought. Our son, Doug, is a CPA and has his own accounting and financial
planning firm so now I am learning all about helping him with income taxes. While it gets very busy –
and a little frantic - during tax season, I am enjoying working with my son.
In addition to our home in Phoenixville, Richard and I also own a wonderful old home in Ocean City, NJ
which is why you won’t see me during the summer months. The Ocean City beach is my favorite place
to be in the summer and we spend as much time as we can there.
What drew me to Centennial was the fact that Jack Charles became the organist and choir director. I had
a very bad experience at the church we both came from and it has taken me quite a long time to decide to
join another congregation. The people of Centennial have been very welcoming, down-to-earth, and
loving towards me and my family and that has convinced me to become a member. I look forward to
being with you for many years.
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Bill, Wendi, Noah, Gavin, Maxwell,
and Gwenna Kiley
We live in Spring City. Bill works as an
executive account manager for IMS
Technology Services. Wendi is an
elementary school counselor. However,
she is currently on maternity leave until
the end of the school year to be home
with Gwenna and the rest of the family.
Gwenna is getting so big and has started
crawling! She is such a happy little girl
with lots of smiles and giggles. She will
turn one on May 29. Maxwell is three
and started preschool this year. He loves
playing with stuffed animals, doing
puzzles, singing, dancing, and playing
outside.
Gavin is in third grade and Noah is in seventh grade. Both Noah and Gavin attend Spring-Ford Area
School District. They also place soccer and are getting ready for the spring season to begin. Additionally,
they enjoy basketball, kayaking, bike riding and video games.
You will occasionally see Wendi's mom, Ginny (Grammy) too. She lives in Hershey, but loves to spend
time with her grandchildren. Since Ginny is retired, everyone benefits from her company and help.
We began coming to Centennial in February, and felt right at home; people have welcomed us warmly.
The music is beautiful and we appreciate the liturgical setting for worship. We are also pleased by Pastor
Jerry’s message that God accepts all of us for who we are.
——————————————————————————————————————————-
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Assisting Ministers

April
2019
7

14
Palm Sun.

21
Easter

28

Greeters

Carole & Fred
Stoudt

Judy & Reggie
Ryberg

Helen & Paul
Breitegam

Patt & Larry
Shumaker

Deacons

Randy Ferree

Fred Stoudt

Harry Gladfelter

Rick Henricks

Ushers

Nancy & Jim
Fowler

Jerene & Harry
Gladfelter

Beth Wise
Randy Mull

Jerene & Harry
Gladfelter

Acolyte

Darian Capobianco

Evelyn Capobianco

Cora Perrone

Hayden Perrone

Lector

Donna Weinstein

Valerie Griffiths

Larry Shumaker

Kathy Geiger

Frances Warren

Patt Shumaker

Frances Warren

Jerene Gladfelter

Judy Ryberg
Beth Wise

Kathy Geiger
Carole McCann

volunteers

Ron Allen

Altar Guild
Counters

If you are unable to be here on your Sunday, please switch with someone
or call John Miller at 610-933-8523.

Red Cross
2
3
4
8
11
28
30

John Weaver
Daniel Macedo
Alton Thompson
Brycen Miller
Diana Moffett
Scott Kuplast
Michael Atkinson

“This is the day the Lord has made; let us
rejoice and be glad in it.”
Psalm 118:24

Do you notice any missing birthdays?
We want to be sure to include everyone on our
birthday list. If you notice that a birthday is missing
from our list, please take a moment to let the office
know. You can leave a note in the office or send an
email to Rebecca @centenniallutheran.org.
Thank you!

Monday, April 1
2:00 - 7:00 PM
Luther Hall
Please sign up for a time slot on
the sheet in the lobby.
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Prayer List

Meanings in the Meal

To request prayer, first request permission from the individual in need of prayer (as requested by our Synod). Then send
an email to prayers@centenniallutheran.org or call Joanne
Cantwell at 610-933-0341 or Jerene Gladfelter at 610-9333542. Please list the individual’s name and a BRIEF description of the situation (i.e. chemo, dementia, auto accident,
comfort and peace, etc.) along with the name of the requester
and association (brother, co-worker, friend, etc.). Please also
advise us when a prayer request is no longer valid. Printed
prayer lists are issued at the beginning of each month as a
bulletin insert. Please update us by the 25th of each month to
ensure that your request is listed. In addition, there is an
email list of individuals desiring to be on the Prayer Chain to
receive immediate prayer
requests other than those
listed monthly. If you wish
to be included on this email
list, please contact Joanne
(610-933-0341) or Jerene
(610-933-3542) with your
email address or telephone
number.

Jesus instituted Communion while
celebrating the Jewish Passover with
his disciples. The meal’s ritual foods
hold meaning for Christians, too,
because our faith story is interwoven
with that of Judaism.

Coming Events
Coming Events is a weekly publication listing the calendar
for the week and telling you about anything special
coming up along with general church announcements.
Coming Events is posted to the website (usually by
Tuesday afternoons) and a link is emailed to everyone on
our church-wide email list. If you are not on this email list
and would like to be, please email Rebecca
(rebecca@centenniallutheran.org). You can also access the
Coming Events publication on the website at
www.centenniallutheran.org under the Coming Events tab.

Prepaid Giant Cards
Purchase a $25 or $50 pre-paid Giant grocery card!
Available every Sunday. Contact Beth Wise (610-9351727) or contact the church office to buy a $25 or $50 prepaid grocery card redeemable at any Giant Food Store.
Giant will donate 5% of the proceeds to support the youth.

Matzoh: This unraised bread recalls
the Israelites’ hasty departure from
oppression in Egypt. Jesus used the
Passover bread to symbolize his body,
which delivers us from bondage to sin
and death.
Salt water: It symbolizes the tears of
the Hebrews and of all who suffer in
any time and place. Christians believe
that in Jesus, God embraced human
suffering so we need never face it
alone.
Parsley: Dipped in the salt water, this
green, leafy vegetable represents the
Hebrews’ rebirth out of sorrow into
the joy of freedom. Easter’s celebration of resurrection proclaims a coming day when God “will wipe every
tear from [our] eyes [and] there will
be no more death” (Revelation 21:4,
NIV).
Shankbone: A lamb slaughtered for
each Hebrew household meant life for
those within. The meat strengthened
them for the escape journey, and the
blood, swabbed on their doorframe,
signaled for Death to “pass over.” Jesus used wine at the Passover meal to
symbolize his blood — of the Lamb
of God — which he would shed for
our salvation.
Egg: For Jews celebrating Passover,
an egg symbolizes memory of the
Exodus and renewal of faith. For
Christians at Easter, eggs — especially open, empty ones — call to mind
Jesus’ empty tomb, renewal and
abundant life.
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Palm Sunday Worship
April 14 at 9:30 AM
Maundy Thursday Worship
April 18 at 7:30 PM
Good Friday Worship
April 19 at 7:30 PM

We would like to thank Thrivent Financial for Lutherans' (SM) and those people who have designated
Choice Dollars via the Thrivent Choice(R) program. This month we gratefully acknowledge gifts
designated by the following people:
Laura Kehler, Pastor Jerry & Patti Tancredi
If you have any questions about Choice Dollars or how to designate them to our church, please contact
thrivent@centenniallutheran.org
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Centennial Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC)
Church Council Minutes
January 22, 2019

Present: Jerry Tancredi, Jim Fowler, Bill Donovan, Dave Winning, Christine Holmes, Rick Henricks, Ed
Kalmbach, Kathy Geiger, Larry Shumaker
Meeting called to order by Christine at 7:05 pm.
Devotion: In Christ Called to Baptize
A motion by Jim and seconded by Barb was made to approve last month’s meeting minutes as written.
Motion carried.
Correspondence and Communication –
Women of the ECLA interchange newsletter March 1st world day of prayer
Women of Hope (Calendar)
Pastor’s Report: See Attached
OLD BUSINESS:
Annual Meeting Video and PP presentation under way by Dave

Council Retreat Timothy’s 6:30 Friday Night
Council Retreat Saturday 9:00 am
Chester Conference Gathering still need a female attendee
TEAM REPORTS:
Finance:
Annual Budget Prepared
Kathy Geiger Financial Report
36k Giving lower due to members leaving the church
(46k deficit) current operating budget
100k available in current checking account
See attached Budget report
Discussion on communicating to the congregation the need to give to close the deficit
Discussion on how to communicate the deficit to the congregation
Motion to approve budget by Rick
2nd by Larry
Motion Carried
Kathy Geiger has resigned as Treasurer

Congrats on the new Grand Child!

(continued on page 14)
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(continued from page 13)

Property team:
Ed Reporting missed elevator inspection
Test scheduled for 1/22/19 elevator passed
Music and worship:
February 5th 11:00 am Meeting reported by John
Evangelism:

Faith Development:
Dave Reporting
Youth group meeting held
All but two members going to Harvey Cedars
First weekend in April for Harvey Cedars
Early Bird registration
Congregational Life/Hospitality:
Endowment:
Resolution Form from Vanguard to submitted

Current Balance 60K
Vision:
New Business
Thank you to Dave and Sue for their service on council
Scout Sunday February 10th
Easter Planning
Easter Breakfast to be scheduled?

Ash Wednesday March 6th worship service
There will be a Lenten Service at different churches each Wednesday during Lent.
CLOSING
Dave Motion to Adjourn
Barb 2ND the motion
Meeting Closed at 8:24 pm
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MINISTRY LEADERS
Church Council Members
Jim Fowler (President)
Barbara Ray (Vice President)
Ed Kalmbach (Secretary)
Kathy Geiger (Treasurer)
Bill Donovan
Rick Henricks
Christine Holmes
John Miller
Reggie Ryberg
Larry Shumaker
Pastor Jerry

jimfowler@aresolutions.com
barbreader@comcast.net
kalm219@msn.com
kgeiger0507@gmail.com
610-933-4374
rickclu@aol.com
cfhmm01@gmail.com
jr_nsmiller@verizon.net
samuraisurveyor@yahoo.com
mnmshu320@gmail.com
pastorjt@centenniallutheran.org

Team Leaders
Property Team Leader: Ed Kalmbach
Finance Team Leaders: Kathy Geiger
Ron Allen
Financial Secretary: Denise Ackroyd
Asst. Treasurer: Patt Shumaker
Personnel Committee Chair: Ron Allen
Worship Team Leader: John Miller
Director of Music Ministry:
Jack Charles

kalm219@msn.com
kgeiger0507@gmail.com
ron@allenrenninger.com
dyack@hotmail.com
ron@allenrenninger.com
jr_nsmiller@verizon.net
jdcakc432@aol.com

Altar Guild Leader: Frances Warren
fmwarren1946@gmail.com
Faith Development Leader: Reggie Ryberg samuraisurveyor@yahoo.com
Social Ministry/Global Missions Leaders:
Beth Wise
bswise1212@msn.com
Nancy Miller
jr_nsmiller@verizon.net
Dave Winning
dsw43@aol.com
Care Team Leaders:
Deanna Kalmbach
gee310@msn.com
Diana Moffett
dimof28@gmail.com
Hospitality Team Leader:
Sue Nizio
ejm.swn@gmail.com
Stewardship Team Leader:
Dave Winning
dsw43@aol.com
Prayer Chain Coordinators:
prayers@centenniallutheran.org
Joanne Cantwell, Jerene Gladfelter
Evangelism Leaders: Christine Holmes
cfhmm01@gmail.com
Barbara Ray
barbreader@comcast.net
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The Cent-I-Gram is published by Centennial: A Church for the Entire Community

Our Purpose Is To Know Christ and To Make Him Known
Centennial Evangelical Lutheran Church, 1330 Hare’s Hill Road, Kimberton PA 19442
Sunday Worship 9:30 A.M., Sunday School, Confirmation 10:30 A.M. 610-933-1528

Fax 484-204-9513 - The Rev. Gerald Tancredi, Pastor - Rebecca Benecke, Editor
e-mail: Info@CentennialLutheran.Org webpage at: http://www.centenniallutheran.org
Need for Pastoral Care:
Please notify us if you or a family member is hospitalized and/or in need of a pastoral call or visit. We have
no other way of knowing of a hospitalization or a pastoral need. Please call Pastor Jerry on his cell phone at
215-260-9755 or notify the church office at 610-933-1528.

The Magnitude of God’s Love
It would be spectacular and amazing ... if some king’s son were to appear in a beggar’s home to nurse him in
his illness, wash off his filth and do everything else the beggar would have to do. Would this not be a profound humility? Any spectator or any beneficiary of this honor would feel impelled to admit that he had seen
or experienced something unusual and extraordinary, something magnificent.
And yet the love of the Son of God for us is of such magnitude that the greater the filth and stench of our sins,
the more he befriends us, the more he cleanses us, relieving us of all our misery and of the burden of all our
sins and placing them upon his own back.
Whenever the devil declares: “You are a sinner!” Christ interposes: “I will reverse the order; I will be a sinner, and you are to go scotfree.” Who can thank our God enough for this mercy?

—Martin Luther, Luther’s Works 22, 166-167
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