GOD IS A CONSUMING FIRE (Happy
Father’s Day)
• “The Boss of me”
• Evangelicals treat the Bible like it’s full of
pragmatic preaching on parenthood
(two verses)
• “From the Reformation until the 1830’s
most parenting manual’s were written for
fathers. Before this time, society assumed
that mothers were assistant fathers. Now it
is assumed that fathers are assistant
mothers.” (Time, Nancy Gibbs)
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the gospel is to have a high view of the
word of God.

• Influence of parents’ church attendance
on children
• According to the U.S. Census Bureau, 24
million children in America — one out of
three children — now live in a home in
which the biological father is absent.
• If God has given men this weighty
responsibility of being the loving
governor of the home, then why isn’t the
Bible full of more practical advice on
how to get the job done?

• Children’s Bibles
• Subjectivism and the Love of God (Fruit of
the Spirit)
Malachi 4
4 “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when
all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble. The day that is
coming shall set them ablaze, says the Lord of hosts, so that it
will leave them neither root nor branch.

• Children need to know why we play fair.
They need to know God is just. Social
justice begins with a God of justice. We
play fair because God is a fair God. He
deals with each one of us fairly. When we
cheat, it’s because we don’t really
believe God will judge us for cheating. It
also shows us that we don’t understand
God’s love. And it also shows we don’t
understand our hearts.

Ephesians 6:4
Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them
up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.
4

• The instruction of the Lord is the gospel.
Parenting is about the gospel of Jesus
Christ.
Colossians 3:21
Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become
discouraged.
21

• The only way for any of us to avoid
discouragement is to be grounded in the
gospel. The only way to be grounded in

2

But for you who fear my name,

• If you want your children to know were
wisdom begins, this is where it begins. If
you want your children to end up as wise
people making wise choices, this is
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where it begins -- with the fear of the
Lord.

• Age of accountability?
• The gospel affects society as does your
parenting. Gospel fathers influence
society with their families in a God-ward
direction. Other fathers influence their
families in a godless direction.

• Lying
• The good news of the gospel is that God
not only exposes our sin, but in Jesus
Christ He removes our sin.
the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. You
shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. 3 And you shall
tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of
your feet, on the day when I act, says the Lord of hosts.
“Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and
rules that I commanded him at Horeb for all Israel.
4

“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great
and awesome day of the Lord comes. 6 And he will turn the
hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to
their fathers,
5

• Parenting is not about modifying the
behavior of our children so they are wellbehaved in public. Parenting is about the
gospel and this means pointing the
behavior of your children back to their
hearts. Bringing your children up in the
instruction of the Lord means you show
them where their behavior stems from -the corruption of the human heart. And
yes, the corruption of the human heart is
even rampant in two-year olds.

• The wedding
lest I come and strike the land with a decree of utter
destruction.”

2 Peter 1:16-21
For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made
known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,
but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 For when he
received honor and glory from God the Father, and the voice
was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, “This is my beloved
Son, with whom I am well pleased,” 18 we ourselves heard this
very voice borne from heaven, for we were with him on the holy
mountain. 19 And we have the prophetic word more fully
confirmed, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a
lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the
morning star rises in your hearts, 20 knowing this first of all, that
no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone's own
interpretation. 21 For no prophecy was ever produced by the will
of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by
the Holy Spirit.
16
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