
CELEBRATING WOMEN (HOW JESUS 
REVOLUTIONIZED SOCIETY’S VIEW 
OF WOMEN)

When we think of the influence of Jesus upon 
culture we really take a lot for granted. 
Schools, hospitals, the emancipation of slaves 
were all spearheaded by followers of Jesus. 
But one of the things that we are often 
oblivious to is how Jesus changed society’s 
view of women. Christianity has deeply 
influenced culture, but this is one aspect of 
the legacy of Jesus (if you will) that is not only 
overlooked, but turned on its head. The 
enemy of Christ always twists things to 
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misrepresent. This is how Christianity has 
been maligned as repressive to women. Just 
the opposite is true. As a matter of fact, 
without Christ women are under oppression. 
Without Christ, anyone is under oppression. 
It’s just that so many people are suffering 
from Stockholm syndrome. They become 
attached to their captor. They’re fond of their 
oppression. Anyone who’s ever battle 
addiction understands this.

So, being that it’s Mother’s Day, we are going 
to celebrate womanhood by looking at 
Jesus’s view of women and how His 
treatment of women laid a foundation for all 
the freedoms that all women in our culture 
enjoy today.

•It was unheard of for women to be listed 
in a Jewish genealogy. But the Gospels 
add women in the genealogy of Jesus.

•Christianity didn’t contest patriarchy, but 
it elevated the status of women within it.

•Jesus’s teaching on adultery viewed the 
sin as equally serious for men and 
women paving the way for the removal 
of a double standard.

•The teachings of Jesus on divorce treated 
men and women equally.

•The position of women in marriage was so 
dignified that women predominated in 
the early Christian church.

•The Romans scorned Christianity as a 
religion for women, as many men still do 
today.

•Ladies first and other such courtesies 
were practices invented by Christians.

•Jesus often used women in His parables 
and made them heroes. Think of the 
widow who gave all she had, the woman 
and the lost coin, the persistent widow 
and the unjust judge, the ten virgins with 
oil in their lamps, etc.

There are far too many examples to use than 
we have time for, but today we’re going to 
look at three women with three different 
reputations in three different stations in life.
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1) The Immoral Woman
John 4:7-30
7 A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, 
“Give me a drink.” 8 (For his disciples had gone away into the 
city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is 
it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of 
Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus 
answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is 
saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, 
and he would have given you living water.” 11 The woman said 
to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the well 
is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12 Are you greater 
than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it 
himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” 13 Jesus said to her, 
“Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14 but 
whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be 
thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in him 
a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 15 The woman said 
to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or 
have to come here to draw water.”

16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” 
17 The woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to 
her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18 for you 
have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not your 
husband. What you have said is true.” 19 The woman said to 
him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. 20 Our fathers 
worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the 
place where people ought to worship.” 21 Jesus said to her, 
“Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this 
mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22 You 
worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for 
salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour is coming, and is now 
here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit 
and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. 
24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in 

spirit and truth.” 25 The woman said to him, “I know that 
Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, he 
will tell us all things.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you 
am he.”

27 Just then his disciples came back. They marveled that he was 
talking with a woman, but no one said, “What do you seek?” or, 
“Why are you talking with her?” 28 So the woman left her water 
jar and went away into town and said to the people, 29 “Come, 
see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the 
Christ?” 30 They went out of the town and were coming to him.

2) The Oppressed Woman (Mary 
Magdalene)

Luke 8:1-3
8 Soon afterward he went on through cities and villages, 
proclaiming and bringing the good news of the kingdom of God. 
And the twelve were with him, 2 and also some women who had 
been healed of evil spirits and infirmities: Mary, called 
Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, 3 and 
Joanna, the wife of Chuza, Herod's household manager, and 
Susanna, and many others, who provided for them out of their 
means.

Matthew 28:1-10
28 Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of 
the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the 
tomb. 2 And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of 
the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back the 
stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his 
clothing white as snow. 4 And for fear of him the guards 
trembled and became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the 
women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who 
was crucified. 6 He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. 
Come, see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his 
disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going 
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before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told 
you.” 8 So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and 
great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9 And behold, Jesus met 
them and said, “Greetings!” And they came up and took hold of 
his feet and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not 
be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there 
they will see me.”

Luke 24:10
10 Now it was Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the 
mother of James and the other women with them who told these 
things to the apostles,

John 20:18
18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have 
seen the Lord”—and that he had said these things to her.

3) The Worshipful Woman (Mary of 
Bethany)

Luke 10:38-42
38 Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village. And a 
woman named Martha welcomed him into her house. 39 And she 
had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet and listened 
to his teaching. 40 But Martha was distracted with much serving. 
And she went up to him and said, “Lord, do you not care that 
my sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me.” 
41 But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious 
and troubled about many things, 42 but one thing is necessary. 
Mary has chosen the good portion, which will not be taken 
away from her.”

John 11:1-4
11 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village 
of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 It was Mary who anointed the 
Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose 

brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent to him, saying, 
“Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it he 
said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of 
God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”

John 11:17-46
17 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already 
been in the tomb four days. 18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, 
about two miles off, 19 and many of the Jews had come to 
Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. 20 So 
when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met 
him, but Mary remained seated in the house. 21 Martha said to 
Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died. 22 But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, 
God will give you.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise 
again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in 
the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the 
resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, 
yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me 
shall never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, 
Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is 
coming into the world.”

28 When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, 
saying in private, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 
29 And when she heard it, she rose quickly and went to him. 
30 Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was still in 
the place where Martha had met him. 31 When the Jews who 
were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly 
and go out, they followed her, supposing that she was going to 
the tomb to weep there. 32 Now when Mary came to where Jesus 
was and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if 
you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When 
Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her 
also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly 
troubled. 34 And he said, “Where have you laid him?” They said 
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to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus wept. 36 So the Jews said, 
“See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not 
he who opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept this 
man from dying?”

38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a 
cave, and a stone lay against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the 
stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, 
by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four 
days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you 
believed you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away 
the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank 
you that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, 
but I said this on account of the people standing around, that 
they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said these 
things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 
44 The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound 
with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said 
to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and 
had seen what he did, believed in him, 46 but some of them went 
to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done.

John 12:1-8
12 Six days before the Passover, Jesus therefore came to 
Bethany, where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised from the 
dead. 2 So they gave a dinner for him there. Martha served, and 
Lazarus was one of those reclining with him at table. 3 Mary 
therefore took a pound of expensive ointment made from pure 
nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet with her 
hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 
4 But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (he who was about to 
betray him), said, 5 “Why was this ointment not sold for three 
hundred denarii and given to the poor?” 6 He said this, not 
because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief, and 

having charge of the moneybag he used to help himself to what 
was put into it. 7 Jesus said, “Leave her alone, so that she may 
keep it for the day of my burial. 8 For the poor you always have 
with you, but you do not always have me.”
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