S i m p l e D e e d s o f C o m p a s s i o n — P a s t o r Ro n de G ro o t
Blessing of the Animals
Sunday Oct 7 @ 1 pm

G

ood deeds take place amid
everyday lives. It does not
take much for selfless,
thoughtful consideration
to influence others in a positive way.
English author Margaret Silf confirms this in an article about the experience of drivers using a toll road
for their travel to work. A commuter
told her that every morning he noticed five toll booths with short
lines, and a sixth one with a long
line. He wondered about this and
learned that the long line was due to
the person working in that particular
toll booth. This worker took a personal interest in each driver that
passed by. Without fail, he greeted

everyone warmly, asking how they
and their families were doing. One
recipient of this kindness was a driver who had lost his glasses. The
compassionate toll-booth worker
noticed this and expressed concern.
Even the driver’s own family had
not been aware of the loss. Silf concludes: “Such was the power of this
‘one’ that harassed drivers would
line up, adding five or ten minutes
man’s friendly words and authentic
kindness. It is easy, it appears, for
just one person to bring springs of
new life into a world that routine
stress has rendered so toxic. . . . Just
one person can bring springs of new
life into a stress-filled world.”

October 2018
The things that matter most in our
lives are not fantastic or grand. They
are the moments when we touch one
another, when we are there in the most
attentive and caring way. Jack Kornfield describes how he asked participants to imagine they were near death.
He then invited them to look back over
their lives to remember two good
deeds of theirs. None of the actions
they remembered were grandiose. Participants told of simple, touching moments like telling a father, “I love
you,” before he dies, or leaving a busy
life to fly across the country and care
for a sister’s children while she heals
from a car accident. An elementary
school teacher recalled her good deeds
as “the mornings when she held the
children who were crying and having a
hard day.”
Never discount a simple gesture of
compassion. One good deed can impact a lifetime. Each touch of kindness
can make a difference. Turning points
of major import have taken place because one person reached out to another, or arrived with kindness at just the
right moment. The phrase “one person
at a time” indicates the necessity and
efficacy of individual, compassionate
actions.
Companion of Every Soul, I am but
one person in a world saturated with
suffering. Help me to avoid the desire
to see results. I will trust that each gesture of kindness, each desire to care,
and each decision to love has value. I
will do my part. – Joyce Rupp

World Communion Sunday October 7
On World Communion
Sunday, Christians
from around the world
gather in worship to
partake of the elements
of bread and wine in
remembrance and celebration of the
death and resurrection of our Lord

and Savior Jesus Christ. This is also
the time to bear witness to the unity
of Christians everywhere as we seek
to live out Christ’s command to
work for justice and peace in a world
that is deeply divided in conflict and
war. As we gather on this Lord’s
Day, let us remember and pray for

the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)’s
165 partner communions and other
organizations worldwide who will
be receiving Communion.
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HOME COMING BLOCK PARTY 2018
The Annual Calvary Backyard Block Party was slightly subdued this year due to
rain. We moved the party inside and offered hospitality to some of our neighbors
who braved the weather. Next year will be blessed by all those who volunteered
and helped to prepare. Thank you.

Page 3
Thanks to Nancy Mantone for the photographs.

Our Newest Member: Sean Lloyd McCarthy

All Saints Garden Planting Sunday November 4
On Sunday, November 4 we will
gather after worship in the Calvary Kids Garden to celebrate
the Saints of Calvary Presbyterian.
You can participate by sending
to the church office the names
of the loved ones you would like
remembered.

The names will be read and
the children will be planting
flower bulbs in the faith and
hope of a glorious resurrection in the spring!
Everyone is invited to witness
this wonderful testimony to
our faith and love.

Being Compassionate: A Gentle Reminder
Included in the church pledge
envelopes is an envelope marked
COMMUNION ENVELOPE.
There is no explanation or instructions as to it’s purpose or
use, and many parishioners do
not know what that special offering is used for. The money collected in the Communion envelopes is strictly designated for

assistance to members of the
congregation and others in need
of spiritual or financial support.
It is used to provide food, assist
in paying bills, pay rent or give
other financial assistance. The
percentage of parishioners using
the Communion envelope is relatively low. Since the money received in these envelopes is the

Peace At All Times In All Ways
October 7, 2018 is World Communion Sunday when Christians
around the world celebrate the
Lord’s Supper as one corporate
body. The first Sunday in October
has traditionally been designated
as World Communion Sunday;
the day that Presbyterian Churches become aware of peacemaking.
As we celebrate this simple meal
with other Christians, we are reminded that Christ is our peace,
the one who broke down barriers

only money ear-marked for
emergency assistance, the
Deacons prayerfully ask that
each church member consider
greater use of the Communion envelopes.

—Shirley Mauzy and Janet Johannessen

and united us all. Christ brings
us together to make us one
family on World Communion
Sunday.
Peacemaking offering envelopes are available in the
church pews. Your gifts will
be received throughout the
month of October. The Peacemaking Offering supports a
variety of peacemaking efforts
at all levels within our denomination.

 25% retained by congrega-

tions
 25% is used by presbyteries and synods
 50% is allocated to General Assembly ministries
Thank you for your support of
God’s work through this special
offering.

Deacons of Calvary
The Deacons of Calvary are a
dedicated group of men and
women that are responsible
for the following:
Visitation
Meals
Transportation to Doctor
Cards, phone calls
Prayer Cards
Food delivery to Interfaith
Pantry

Our Mission Statement:
I count that day as wisely
spent in which I do some good
For someone who is far away
or shares my neighborhood.
A day devoted to the deed that
lends a helping hand
And demonstrates a willingness to care and understand.
I long to be of usefulness in
little ways and large

Without a selfish motive and
without the slightest charge.
Because in my philosophy
there never is a doubt that
all of us here on earth
Must help each other out.
I feel that day is fruitful and
the time is worth the while
When I promote the happiness of one enduring smile.
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Briefly Noted
Fellowship Hour Hosts
Preparing a place for people to
gather for food and conversation
is an offering and we would like
to thank The Bell Choir, The
Worship Team, The Deacons,
Martha Circle, and Young
Moms for hosting fellowship
hour during the month of September.
“Just Us” Book Club
The “Just Us” Book Club will
meet on Wednesday, October
3rd at 7:30 p.m. at the home of
Bev. Horvath. The book for October will be “The Hideaway”
by Lauren Denton. Please call
Bev at 973-377-7715 or Ann
Ritzer at 973-377-1840.

collection dates will be in November. More information to
follow. The Monday Christ Care
Group meets on the first & third
Mondays of each month at 3:00
PM.

New Member Orientation
If you are considering membership in our congregation please
contact the office 973-3774837or calpresfp@verizon.net.
A new member orientation will
be held on Saturday October 6
from 9 am - 10:30 am. If you
need more information contact
Pastor Ron at 973-986-5176 or
email him at truenorthrdg@verizon.net.

OCT. 7
(27th Sunday in Ordinary Time)
Job 1:1; 2:1-10
Psalm 26
Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12
Mark 10:2-16
OCT 14
(28th Sunday in Ordinary Time)

Martha Circle

October Birthdays

The Martha Circle will meet on
Monday, October 15th at 7:00
p.m. at the home of Marie
White. The study for October
will be the book “The Traveler’s
Gift” by Andy Andrews, the 6th
decision, pages 111 to 140,
Chapter 8. For more information
please call Marie White at 973377-0107.
The Ecumenical team from
Florham Park serving lunch at
the Community Soup Kitchen in
Morristown is looking for volunteers. If you are interested in
helping to serve food to guests
from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on
the 4th Tuesday of every month
please contact Janet Wollmann
at 973-886-4115.

Chloe Plummer
Carol DeProspo
Jack Manning
Kenneth Daugherty
Jeanne Zange
Sydney Abam
Alexander Lanza
Michael Lanza
Janet Wollmann
Cassie Merkel
Alison Wien
Warren Niedhammer
Jack Garing
Peter Garing
Connie Williams
Allison Ruzicka
Virginia Hahn

Monday Christ Care Group

October Anniversaries

It is only October, but already
the Monday Christ Care group
is making plans for Calvary’s
participation in Operation
Christmas Child. This program
involves filling shoeboxes with
small toys, school supplies and
good grooming items to send to
needy children for Christmas.
2018 will be Calvary’s 17th
year of participation in this
worthwhile mission project. The
Monday Christ Care group invites you to start collecting your
shoe boxes and small gifts; the

Tony & Carol DeProspo
David & Judith Tappen
Robert & Carol Lang
Chris & Rebecca Tate
Steve & Laura Dierbach
Blake & Connie Williams

An Opportunity to Serve

LECTIONARY FOR OCTOBER 2018

5
8
8
11
11
13
13
13
16
18
18
21
23
23
24
28
29
2
2
10
10
23
29

Job 23:1-9, 16-17
Psalm 22:1-15
Hebrews 4:12-16
Mark 10:17-31
OCT 21
(29th Sunday in Ordinary Time)
Job 38:1-7 (34-41)
Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35c
Hebrews 5:1-10
Mark 10:35-45
OCT 28
(30th Sunday in Ordinary Time)
Job 42:1-6, 10-17
Psalm 34:1-8 (19-22)
Hebrews 7:23-28
Mark 10:46-52
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Calvary Presbyterian Church
144 Ridgedale Avenue
Phone: 973-377-4837
Fax: 973-377-3204
E-mail: calpresfp@verizon.net
Website: calvarytodaylive.org

World Communion Sunday
Sunday October 7
10:30 a.m.
Celebration of Communion • Nursery Care Available
Children Worshiping in the Sanctuary

Calvary Presbyterian Church, 144 Ridgedale Avenue, Florham Park, New Jersey 07932
Pastor Ronald J. de Groot

Website: calvarytodaylive.org

Church Office phone: 973-377-4837 ; fax: 973-377-3204

