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A MESSAGE FROM PRESIDING BISHOP ELIZABETH EATON

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,

In 2017, Lutherans around the world observed the 500th anniversary of the Reformation.
As the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, we are called to foster unity within the
church and to live into God’s calling together in the years ahead. Through our more than
3.7 million members and friends, we will continue to proclaim the good news of Jesus
Christ crucified and risen for the life of the world.

We are church together, united by a common vision.
A world experiencing the difference God's grace and love in Christ
makes for all people and creation.

We are church for the sake of the world, united by a common purpose.
Together in Jesus Christ, we are freed by grace to live faithfully,
witness boldly and serve joyfully.

As we strive to live into this vision and purpose, we face many challenges. In a radically individualistic society, we
seek to create and sustain life-giving relationships and communities that connect us to God and one another. In a
society that is becoming increasingly secular while facing many tensions, we seek to proclaim the gospel and share
the story of Jesus as a source of hope, inclusion, peace and reconciliation. And, in a world that misuses power and
authority while struggling with growing inequality, we seek to follow Jesus who spoke publicly for those who were
oppressed and marginalized.

As your church family gathers to make decisions about using the gifts God has entrusted to you, may you remember
that by the tender love of God, by the ceaseless pursuit of the Spirit, we are members of the body of Christ. We

are family. We share our lives. We love each other. By the reconciling expression of God's grace, we can live
confidently and generously in this community of faith and in service of others because we are joined in the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Living together in community with Christ,
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The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties
of service, but the same Lord, and there are varieties of activities, but it is
the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.

1 Corinthians 12:4-7







