Beyond What Words Can Express

When we seek for appropriate language in which to describe the love of God, we find
words too tame, too weak, too far beneath the theme, and we lay down our pen and say, “No, it
cannot be described.” We can only do as did the beloved disciple, and say, “Behold, what manner
of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God.” 1 John 3:1.
In attempting any description of this love, we feel that we are as infants lisping their first words.
Silently we may adore; for silence in this matter is the only eloquence. This love is past all
language to describe.

All the paternal love which has come down from generation to generation through the
channel of human hearts, all the springs of tenderness which have opened in the souls of men,
are but as a tiny rill to the boundless ocean when compared with the infinite, exhaustless love of
God. Tongue cannot utter it; pen cannot portray it. You may meditate upon it every day of your
life; you may search the Scriptures diligently in order to understand it; you may summon every
power and capability that God has given you, in the endeavor to comprehend the love and
compassion of the heavenly Father; and yet there is an infinity beyond. You may study that love
for ages; yet you can never fully comprehend the length and the breadth, the depth and the
height, of the love of God in giving His Son to die for the world. Eternity itself can never fully
reveal it. Yet as we study the Bible and meditate upon the life of Christ and the plan of
redemption, these great themes will open to our understanding more and more.

Ellen White, By Faith I Live, 43
Some of the Ways that God Speaks

Through study of the Scriptures, through earnest prayer, they may hear His message to
them, “Be still and know that I am God.” When every other voice is hushed, when every earthly
interest is turned aside, the silence of the soul makes more distinct the voice of God. Here rest is

tound in Him. The peace, the joy, the life of the soul, is God.
Ellen White, Fundamentals of Christian Education, 441

Prayer is the opening of the heart to God as to a friend. In the secret place of prayer,
where no eye but God’s can see, no ear but His can hear, we may pour out our most hidden
desires and longings to the Father of infinite pity; and in the hush and silence of the soul, that

voice which never fails to answer the cry of human need, will speak to our hearts.

Ellen White, Signs of the Times, January 29, 1902



All who are under the training of God need the quiet hour for communion with their
own hearts, with nature, and with God.... We must individually hear Him speaking to the heart.
When every other voice is hushed, and in quietness we wait before Him, the silence of the soul
makes more distinct the voice of God. He bids us, “Be still, and know that I am God.” This is
the effectual preparation for all labor for God. Amidst the hurrying throng and the strain of life’s
intense activities, he who is thus refreshed will be surrounded with an atmosphere of light and
peace. He will receive a new endowment of both physical and mental strength. His life will

breathe out a fragrance and will reveal a divine power that will reach men’s hearts.

Ellen White, Counsels on Health, 163 (see also Ministry of Healing, 58)

It would be well for us to spend a thoughtful hour each day in contemplation of the life
of Christ. We should take it point by point, and let the imagination grasp each scene, especially
the closing ones. As we thus dwell upon His great sacrifice for us, our confidence in Him will be

more constant, our love will be quickened, and we shall be more deeply imbued with His spirit.

Ellen White, Desire of Ages, 83.



