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Comments: 

 

I have known Walter Beuttler since the mid-1960s. He visited and taught in my church for 
many years and was a good friend. His teachings and style are quite unique. This teaching has 
been transcribed word for word from Audio-Tape as accurately as possible. Walter Beuttler 
has his own set of words which are not in the dictionary but are unique to him. These messages 
were recorded in the late sixties. 

Walter Beuttler was a Bible teacher at NBI (a.k.a. EBI, Eastern Bible Institute) for 32 years 
traveling worldwide since early 1950’s until a year before he went to be with the Lord in 1974. 

All scripture is from the KJV except where noted. 

I trust these messages will be a real blessing to you. 

 

Neville Johnson 2012 
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The Manifest Presence of God - Part 1 
Walter Beuttler 

Several years ago, the Lord asked me to shut myself in with Him.  I found a place where I 
could be totally alone with the Lord, in fasting and prayer. 

Sunday afternoon, I realized that I had spent 48 hours in prayer, fasting, and seeking the 
Lord, with no results.  I had neither felt nor received anything, nor was I aware of His 
presence.  I knew the Lord wanted to speak, but He did not do so. 

Then I said within my heart, “It takes God a long time to speak.”  No sooner had I said this, 
than the Lord spoke to me in a voice that was as clear as a bell, and as sharp as a razor.  This 
was a voice which was not audible, but a voice that I heard.  He said, “To hurry God is to find 
fault with Him.” 

The Lord said I was criticizing Him because I thought He was too slow.  I apologized and 
asked Him to forgive me.  As soon as I did this, the Lord walked through the door into the 
room where I had been waiting upon Him.  I did not see or hear Him, but it was so real that 
sight could not have made it any more real.  The Lord walked in, and His presence followed 
behind Him, which was as a Royal Dignitary walking to His Throne with a long robe following 
which spread throughout the entire room. 

The Lord came and stood to my left, approximately an arm's length away, and He stayed 
there for four hours.  During this time, He taught me from His Word on the subject of 
“Knowing God.”  I was given a Scripture, which I found and read.  Then it would marvellously 
unfold so I could see its beauty, depth, and purpose. 

The next summer, I was in Bangkok, Thailand.  As I walked along the street, I saw a lotus bud 
lying on the side of the road.  I picked it up, pulled the petals back and delighted myself at 
the beautiful arrangement of the lotus within.  This was as the Lord did, as He marvellously 
unfolded His Word in all its beauty and fullness.  Our knowing Him is very near to the heart 
of God.  This is a “knowing” that includes the knowledge and personal experience of the 
“manifest presence of God.” 

At six o'clock, the Lord turned, faced the door and said, “And the Lord left him to try 
him.”  With that, His presence collected from all over the room, and followed Him as He left. 

These four hours of “personal teaching” from a “personal Christ” on the “true knowledge of 
God” were beyond anything I could have anticipated.  I did not know that later He would 
send me into more than one hundred countries to share what I had learned during that 
time. 
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In sharing the experience that followed this visitation from the Lord, I am very carefully 
choosing each word.  This is the absolute unembroidered truth, recounted as accurately as I 
know how. 

The Lord had said that He “left him to try him.”  In school, we teach, and then give a test.  I 
thought that since the Lord had been teaching me, He would test me on what I had 
learned.  I waited, but nothing happened, so I thought I would go to bed.  It was only eight 
o'clock, but I had slept very little since Friday. 

Then Satan walked through the door into the room, as if the door had not been there.  I was 
standing by the bed and recognized him at once.  He entered precisely as the Lord had 
entered, and stood where the Lord had stood.  Behind him followed a satanic presence, like 
a regal robe of some sovereign, which spread throughout the entire room exactly as the 
Lord's presence had done.  I was not aware that I had any fear as Satan spoke.  His voice was 
not audible, yet it was a clear distinct voice that I heard. 

He said, “The Lord did not visit you.”  I answered out loud, “Yes, He did.”  Next, he said, “The 
Bible is not the Word of God.”  I responded, “Yes it is.”  Then he said, “The Lord did not teach 
you,” and I replied, “Yes He did.”  Following this exchange, he said, “Why don't you deny 
God?”  I said, “Why should I?”  He responded, “Because God is not a real God,” and I said, “I 
know He is real.”  Then he said, “You are not saved,” and I said, “I know that I am saved.” 

After this, he said, “You are praying too much,” and I said, “No, I am not.”  Then even 
stronger, he said, “You will lose your mind because you are praying too much,” and I 
answered, “I am not praying too much, and I will not lose my mind.” 

This went on for some time while I stood by the bed.  Then it seemed as if the room began 
to turn, and I was in the centre of a merry-go-round that went faster and faster.  Then he 
said, “See, you are losing your mind.”  I said, “No, this is only an illusion - nothing is moving - 
you are trying to deceive me and make me think the room is moving when it is not.” 

This was a very serious matter, as I began to see triangles, circles, squares, trees, rocks, and 
mountains, as everything moved around in the room.  Then he again said, “Are you ready to 
deny God,” and I said, “No, I will never be ready.” 

I firmly held my ground as he attempted to cause me to deny all that the Lord had taught 
me.  Then he turned and went out through the door.  As he did, the whole satanic presence 
collected, and followed him like a regal robe out of the room, and I was again with the Lord. 

I noticed that it was now ten o'clock, and thought I would now go to bed.  Then Satan 
walked in the second time and stood where he had been, and again his presence followed 
him and filled the room.  This time, everything seemed to be much stronger.  We went 
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through the whole thing again with one difference; there was a tremendous power that 
came from him.  When he spoke, “Are you ready to give up?”  It came with an authority that 
was frightening. 

I noticed that I was weakening.  I could tell that my answers were no longer as resolute as 
they had been.  He kept hammering away to cause me to give in, and I resisted until I had no 
more will to resist.  Finally, I said within myself, “I can resist no longer,” and threw myself on 
the bed, seemingly in defeat. 

Just as I struck the bed, I felt something stir within me.  I knew it was the presence of the 
Holy Spirit.  I now concentrated on this presence that was inside of me.  Satan was still 
there, but I ignored him and concentrated on this presence of the Lord.  As I did this, the 
presence began to slowly expand and sing.  It was not me that sang, but the Holy Spirit 
within me.  I clearly heard Him sing the chorus, “Isn't He wonderful, wonderful, wonderful, 
isn't Jesus my Lord wonderful.” 

As the Holy Spirit continued to sing, His presence became larger and stronger.  I listened, 
and presumably the devil listened also, but said nothing.  I was occupied with what was 
going on inside of me.  Finally, His presence reached my throat and I joined in and sang with 
Him.  Satan still had nothing to say, as I sang out loud while the Holy Spirit sang within me. 

Then the Holy Spirit stopped, and I waited.  He (the Holy Spirit) spoke and said, “When the 
enemy shall come in like a flood, then the Spirit shall raise an arm in defence against 
him.”  With that, Satan turned and quickly left, and the glory of the Lord filled the entire 
room.  The Holy Spirit came to my defence at the very moment I had become too weak to 
resist.  Now it was midnight.  The next day, I returned home. 

You may wonder, why did this happen?  For four hours, the Lord had been teaching me 
things about the knowledge of God, and about His personalized manifest presence.  The 
enemy sought to destroy the very thing the Lord had given me.  The one thing the devil 
hates is for us to personally know God.  He does not want the Lord's people to experience 
the “personal manifest presence of God” in their lives. 

I believe the reason the devil tried so hard to defeat me is due to the vital importance of this 
message concerning our “personally knowing the Lord,” and the “reality of His manifest 
presence.” 
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The Manifest Presence of God - Part 2 
Walter Beuttler 

Note:  During 1951, a revival was experienced in the Bible School where Walter Beuttler 
taught.  The Lord used this move of the Spirit to put into operation the things He had taught 
him during an intense visitation while in a motel room.  Brother Beuttler had drawn aside to 
meet the Lord, Who in turn manifested His glory to him.  This manifestation was 
immediately challenged by Satan.  The following is Brother Butler’s account of some of the 
Lord's dealings in the outworking of his calling to a ministry to the nations, which came 
during his personal visitation with the Lord. 

During this revival, the Lord awakened me each morning at three o'clock.  This meant I 
stayed up the rest of the night, sitting in His presence so I would be ready for the 
services.  During this time, the Lord gave the outline for the services during that day. 

During a Friday night service, there was a mighty move of the Holy Spirit, and some of the 
students seemed to be going beyond what the Holy Spirit was doing.  Because I was in 
charge, I put my hands on the fellows who were having these manifestations, which to me, 
seemed so out of place.  In restraining them, I did so in a wrong spirit, as a reaction to what 
was happening.  As soon as I did this, the moving of the Spirit stopped and I knew I had 
killed the meeting.  It was as though a blight struck the meeting - it was finished.  I dismissed 
the service and went home. 

That night, at two-thirty, while still asleep, I was awakened by a man's voice singing audibly 
in my bedroom.  I looked in the direction of the voice, and I saw the Lord standing there.  He 
was dressed in white garments, looking toward me, as He sang.  I heard Him like I hear a 
man's voice, and I saw Him, as I would see you.  This has happened only once in my life. 

I sat up in bed as He sang two stanzas.  Apparently I was awakened just as He began the first 
stanza, which had to do with sin and forgiveness.  After this, I went to my chair and sat 
there, waiting before the Lord.  There was an unusual presence of the Lord, as I mused over 
the song that He sang. 

I was considering the second stanza, and seemed to push away the thought of the first 
stanza, which had to do with sin.  When I realized what I was doing, I said, “Lord is 
something wrong?” I heard the answer right away, “The error of Uzzah.” 

In the Old Testament, Uzzah had touched the ark of God and died.  The Lord was saying, 
“You committed the same sin as Uzzah; you touched the ark of God.”  I did not die because 
Jesus had died in my place two thousand years before, but it was sin nevertheless.  I said, 
“Lord I am sorry, I did not mean to stop the moving of the Holy Spirit.”  The Lord knew that, 
but neither did Uzzah intend to stop the progress of the ark. 
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I told the Lord that I did not know what I should do.  At once I received the answer; “On 
Sunday morning, during the communion service, you are to make a public confession to the 
whole student body for what you did, and ask the students forgiveness.”  I squirmed when I 
heard this.  I knew He meant it, and that there was no way out.  I said, “Lord, I do not know 
how I can do a humbling thing like that, but I will do it.” 

Sunday morning came, and as the bread was distributed, my heart suddenly began to pound 
so hard I thought it would jump out.  I knew this was the signal to obey what the Lord had 
told me.  I stood up and said, “Students, I have a confession to make.”  You could have heard 
a pin drop in the silence.  And I could hear their thoughts, “Brother Beuttler, confess?”  I told 
them exactly what had happened and said, “I ask your forgiveness.” 

As soon as I finished, one of the students gave a powerful utterance in prophecy.  “Because 
you have done this thing, (it was obviously addressed to me), and have humbled yourself in 
the sight of this congregation, the Lord your God will lift you above your fellows and make of 
you a city set on a hill.” 

When I heard this, I dropped between the seats and wept.  As I did, the Lord spoke to me 
saying, “Go and teach all nations.”  If I had not humbled myself that morning, I do not 
believe God would have sent me around the world to carry the truths that Jesus taught me, 
and which Satan had challenged, while seeking the Lord in the motel room. 

Teach all nations?  Where would I go, and on what?  Bible School teachers did not receive 
salaries, especially in those days.  “We were as poor as a church mouse.”  A few weeks later, 
the Lord spoke, “Get a passport.”  I thought, “Lord, I have no money to go anywhere.”  Later, 
the Lord again said, “Get a passport.”  I thought, “How could I go?” 

Then after several days, the Lord spoke a third time.  This was strong and clear, “Get a 
passport.”  I hesitated again and said, “Lord, why spend money for a passport, I cannot go 
anywhere.”  About two weeks later after speaking at a church, a lady said, “I have an 
airplane ticket to go to Europe and I cannot go.  I felt I was to give it to you.  Do you have a 
passport?” 

I said, “I will get one right away.”  She responded, “It takes four weeks to get a passport, and 
this flight leaves in two weeks.”  I stayed home, keenly feeling my disobedience to the Lord. 

The Lord said nothing about traveling for the next nine months.  I would say, “Lord, when 
am I to go?”  There was no response, but I did get my passport.  Then I felt it was the time to 
go, and began to look for someone to give me a ticket.  Different ones would shake my hand 
and say, “Praise the Lord, Brother Beuttler,” and I would think, “But where is my ticket?” 
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The Lord bore witness that this was the time to go, but still there was no ticket.  Finally, an 
individual asked me, “How are you going?” and I replied, “By boat.”  He said I would hardly 
get there, and it would be time to return.  I explained that air travel was too expensive.  In 
response, I was told that the difference would be given to me. 

About halfway across the Atlantic, the Lord spoke to me saying, “I have sent you on a 
journey.”  I was so pleased to know I was in the will of God.  Since I had not known where to 
go, I was going home to my family in Germany.  My mother was unsaved and was sick, so I 
thought I could talk to her about salvation and pray for her, which I did. 

My sister told her pastor I was visiting, and I was asked to speak.  The Lord woke me up 
early in the morning and gave me the message.  The pastor asked me to come back the 
following night and I agreed.  Again, the Lord woke me up, and as I sat in His presence, He 
gave me the message. 

This went on day by day for a week.  Then on Sunday morning the pastor said, “Before you 
speak, I want to say something.”  I thought I was in trouble, because I had spoken on the 
Holy Spirit.  Instead, he told the congregation that for many months, he had been praying 
that the Lord would give them the deeper things of the Spirit.  He began to cry, and said, 
“Just think, God sent a man from America to answer my prayers.” 

The Lord was indeed confirming the call that He had given me, and this was the beginning of 
my ministry to the Nations. 
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The Manifest Presence of God - Part 3 
Walter Beuttler 

The trip to Germany where I ministered in my sister's Church was the beginning of a 
ministry that reached around the world.  The pastor had said, “Just think, God sent a man 
from America to answer my prayers.” 

While this was taking place, the Lord had something further in mind.  One morning, He 
spoke to me.  These words stood within me exactly as I am saying here.  “About the middle 
of the afternoon on New Year's Day, go by air to Amsterdam.”  I responded, “Lord, New 
Year's Day is a holiday and I would like to spend it with my mother.  I have been away for 
many years.” 

Again the impression became strong.  “Go to Amsterdam by air on New Year's Day in the 
middle of the afternoon.”  Again I said, “Lord, I have never been in Amsterdam and I would 
like to spend New Year's Eve with my mother, as this is special in Germany.” 

The Lord spoke the same a third time.  Then I remembered the time I had been told by the 
Lord to get a passport.  I said to myself, “Beuttler, are you going to miss God again?”  Then I 
said, “yes” to the Lord. 

I went to the airport at Stuttgart and asked about a flight to Amsterdam on New Year's 
Day.  They told me there were no flights that day.  I went to KLM and they told me it was a 
holiday and that absolutely nothing would be flying to Amsterdam on New Year's Day.  Now 
I was in trouble, as I had taught much on “Divine guidance,” and I was stumped. 

I went outside into a miserable mixture of rain, snow, and sleet, and stood on the 
sidewalk.  I shut my eyes and spoke to God, “Father, do you know the airline 
schedules?”  There was no answer, and I was almost in panic.  I thought how can I ever again 
teach people about “knowing the will of God,” if I make a mistake like this? 

Then a thought came, “Go to the American Express Company and see what they say.”  I will 
never forget the man at their counter.  There was a huge book of airline schedules and he 
went back and forth through it.  He asked the second time where I was going.  Again, he 
went back and forth in the book.  Then he asked which afternoon I wanted to go.  Again, he 
went back and forth in the book. 

He said, “You are fortunate.  There is a special non-stop flight going from Stuttgart to 
Amsterdam on New Year's Day at 4:10 in the afternoon.”  The Spirit so strongly bore witness 
within me that I shouted, “That is it!”  I purchased my ticket and on New Year's Day, I went 
to Amsterdam. 
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When I arrived, I had no idea as to what I was to do and stood there, feeling nothing.  So I 
prayed, “Father, this is the airport in Amsterdam and I am here.  Unless you speak, I will go 
into the city, check into a hotel, and tomorrow morning at eight o'clock, I will go to 
London.”  I had an appointment in London on that day.  I still heard nothing, so I went into 
the city and found a hotel room. 

Before I went to bed, I said, “Father, I am here in the hotel.  I am going to bed now, and if 
you do not tell me what I am to do, then tomorrow morning at eight o'clock I will go to the 
airport and fly to London.” 

In the morning I was up early and prayed, “Father, I am still in Amsterdam and I am getting 
ready to go to the airport.”  The Lord did not speak.  So I went to the airport and bought a 
ticket for a British European Airlines flight to London. 

I went to my seat on the plane, and at eight o'clock we were ready to depart.  We sat there, 
and the plane did not move.  About fifteen minutes later an announcement was made, “Will 
all passengers please return to the terminal building as a heavy fog has settling over the 
airport and it is too dangerous to take off.” 

I went into the lounge and suddenly, an enveloping presence of God came upon me.  Oh, 
what a presence this was.  Within and without - I was in a cloud of God's presence.  A spirit 
of worship and prayer came upon me, so I found a comfortable chair in a corner and sat 
there.  There was such an intense presence that I sat in an attitude of worship and prayer 
and lost track of everything. 

After some time, I thought I should check and see about the flight to London.  I was amazed 
that it was now one o'clock in the afternoon and that I had been sitting there all that time.  I 
walked over to the window and the fog was still so heavy that only the barest outline of 
things could be seen.  They had cancelled all flights and nothing was coming in or going out. 

As I stood there, two men were in front of me.  One worked at the airport and the other 
appeared to be a passenger.  The airport worker said, “We do not understand this 
fog.  There is no fog anywhere, except at this airport.”  At first I thought nothing of it, but 
later the understanding came. 

I stood there and figured how many dollars I was wasting per hour while sitting at this 
airport, doing nothing.  Then the presence lifted and I felt empty, confused, and alone.  I felt 
that I had somehow failed the Lord.  I walked some and noticed a long table, like a dining 
room table.  No one was there, so I went to one corner of it and sat down. 

The following details are very important.  I sat there wondering where I had made my 
mistake.  Then I looked to my left and a man, immaculately dressed in a black suit, was 
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walking toward me.  He appeared to be an unusual man as he walked very erect, yet not 
stilted.  His bearing was regal and he was an unusually good-looking man.  I wondered who 
he could be.  I thought he must be a member of a royal family. 

Then he sat down just opposite where I sat.  Paying no more attention to him, I closed my 
eyes and spoke to God, “Father, where am I?”  I felt I had gone astray and wanted the Lord 
to let me know what had happened.  For no reason that I can explain, I then looked at the 
man opposite me.  At that very moment, he lifted a book from his attaché case.  He opened 
it before me as though he would read it.  I saw the title of the book, which said, “I AM 
leading you where you do not wish to go.”  Then he closed the book and returned it to his 
attaché case, as though he had changed his mind.  I had my answer from God. 

A waiter came and asked us both if we would move, as they needed the table to feed some 
passengers.  I went one way, and this “man” went out of the building into the fog, and 
disappeared.  Since this incident, the Lord has twice born witness to me (once publicly and 
once privately) that he was the Angel of the Lord whom God had sent to the airport to bring 
me back into His will. 

As I continued to walk and look for a seat, I apologized and asked the Lord to forgive 
me.  Then His presence returned.  All I wanted was to sit in His presence as I had before, but 
my chair was taken.  I noticed a nice comfortable chair next to a round table.  There was a 
black man sitting on one side, and the opposite chair was empty.  I quickly sat down before 
someone else got it. 

As I shut my eyes to let my spirit go up to commune with God, this man interrupted me.  He 
said, “Sir, tell me your secret.”  I opened my eyes and found him leaning across the table 
toward me.  I said, “What secret?”  He said, “Sir, I have been watching you as you sat in that 
chair all morning.  What was that light on your face?” 

I said, “What light?”  He responded, “You had a light on your face and I wondered to myself 
if you had what I am seeking.  Sir, if you have what I am seeking, will you please tell me your 
secret.  I am a businessman from East Africa, and I was brought up in the Mohammedan 
faith.  But, Mohammed has never given me peace.  I need my sins forgiven and I do not know 
how.  I desire true peace.” 

He told me that he had tried many different religions, but had not found what he sought 
for.  Then he said, “I have given up all religions and every day for many years I have prayed 
one prayer. 'Oh God, if there is a God, show me the way to true peace'.  Sir, do you know the 
way to true peace and if you do, will you please tell me your secret?” 
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During this time, the Lord put within me what I should say.  I shared with him the story of 
my conversion in New York, when I had looked for peace.  Now, at this airport in 
Amsterdam, it was my privilege to lead this man to Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace. 

The fog had continued to be so thick that nothing moved.  As I finished my testimony, and 
for the second time used the Scripture, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be 
saved,” an announcement was made, “We will depart in ten minutes, the fog has lifted.”  I 
finished my testimony and we said good-bye. 

The Lord heard this man praying in East Africa and in His providence brought him to 
Amsterdam.  He also brought me to Germany and gave me the time I should go to 
Amsterdam.  When we were both there at the same time, He used a fog to close the Airport 
so He could answer this man's prayer.  And when I lost my way, He sent His angel to turn me 
back into His presence.  Then, He brought us together in that busy airport.  As soon as the 
testimony was given, God lifted the fog and the planes were flying again.  He went his way, 
and I went to London. 

This is a testimony of an “outworking of the personal knowledge of God” that I had received 
while praying in a motel room.   Again, Satan had tried to destroy it, but it was saved 
through the intervention of the Angel of the Lord. 

If we will allow ourselves to be led into this area of the “knowledge of God” and “His 
manifest presence,” we will have experiences, which will confirm the Scripture that Paul 
wrote to the Corinthians, 

“Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things 
which God has prepared for them that love Him.”  I Corinthians 2:9b 

This is quoted from Isaiah, which reads, 

“For since the beginning of the world men have not heard, nor perceived by the ear, 
neither hath the eye seen, O God, beside You, what He has prepared for him that waits for 
Him.”  Isaiah 64:4 

If we will give ourselves to God and His purposes, things we have never seen, heard of, or 
even imagined, will be waiting for us “in His presence.” 
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The Manifest Presence of God - Part 4 
Walter Beuttler 

“And Moses said to the LORD ... Now therefore, I pray You, if I have found grace in Your 
sight, Show me now Your way, that I may know You, that I may find grace in Your sight: 
and consider that this nation is Your people. 

“And He said, My presence shall go with you, and I will give you rest. 

“And he said to Him, If Your presence go not with me, carry us not up from here. For 
wherein shall it be known here that I and Your people have found grace in Your sight? is it 
not in that You go with us?  so shall we be separated, I and Your people, from all the 
people that are upon the face of the earth.”  Exodus 33:12-16 

In this passage, Moses said, “so shall we be separated.”  The idea being that the 
“distinguishing mark” between the Lord's people and other nations was to be the “presence 
of God.”  So also today, the presence of God should distinguish His people from all others. 

Moses knew this people and was reluctant to lead them into the Promised Land, as they 
were a stubborn and rebellious nation.  Therefore he asked, “Show me now Your way that I 
may know You.”  We can learn to know God through His ways - what He does and how He 
accomplishes it.  Moses understood that, as we watch God at work, we learn something 
about His character and His nature. 

The Lord's ways differ from ours.  Some time ago, Hattie Hammond told me something that 
I will never forget.  She had been in a large convention.  A young man spoke and she said 
she had never heard anything worse than the way that young fellow harangued the 
people.  Yet when he finished, the power of God fell and the people stood and worshipped 
as the Lord poured His Spirit out upon them.  She was surprised and questioned the Lord, 
“How can You bless a harangue like we just heard?” 

Then the Lord explained that He was not blessing one word of what the man had said, but 
He was pouring the “Spirit of rejoicing” upon His people to help them “forget” what had 
been said. 

I thought, the next time I rejoice for the Lord's blessing after I speak, I will consider that 
maybe He is just using His eraser.  A word such as this teaches us something about God. 

There is such a thing as “the personal knowledge of a personal God.”  We can come to know 
Him, and begin to understand His ways through the “manifestation of His presence” as He 
makes Himself known to us. 
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Moses asked that he might come to personally know the Lord.  He was not speaking about 
an intellectual knowledge of God.  We do need to know and be informed, but Moses sought 
to have a personal acquaintance with a personal God, through a personal experience. 

My daughter had many books about Queen Elizabeth and sought to learn all she could 
about her.  One year, I was able to take her with me to France.  We stopped in London on 
our way to Paris.  Because she was so fond of the Queen, I took her to Buckingham Palace to 
see the royal guard. 

She said, “Daddy, do you think we will see the Queen?”  She was very disappointed when I 
told her it was not possible.  The Queen was there, but because of a lack of relationship, we 
were unable to personally meet her.  Although my daughter could share all kinds of things 
about the Queen, she still did not know her. 

But the Lord is available, and He desires us to “experientially” know Him. 

“And the LORD spoke to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend.”  Exodus 33:11a 

Moses had this personal relationship with the Lord, and the Lord was available to him.  Here 
is a man so intimate with God that we are told that God spoke with him “face to face.”  This 
means directly, not in a roundabout way through a vision, dream, or a prophet.  Yet though 
Moses knew the Lord personally, he still prayed, “show me now Your way, that I may know 
You.”  In other words, Moses desired to know the Lord even better. 

In a morning Chapel service, I spoke to the students about seeking God.  Afterwards, I was 
challenged by someone who said, “Why do you exhort these students to seek God when they 
have already found Him?”  This person did not understand the personal knowledge of 
God.  My answer to him was that the students “need” to know the Lord even “more.”  There 
is no limit to the disclosure of God to our hearts. 

There were three areas in which Moses had a special knowledge of the Lord.  First, he had 
an intimate relationship with the Lord. 

“And there arose not a prophet since in Israel like to Moses, whom the Lord knew face to 
face.”  Deuteronomy 34:10 

Second, he experienced intimate communion with the Lord. 

“And the LORD spoke to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend.”  Exodus 33:11a 

Third, he had an intimate privilege. 
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“With him will I speak mouth to mouth, even apparently, and not in dark speeches; and 
the similitude of the Lord shall he behold: wherefore then were you not afraid to speak 
against My servant Moses?”  Numbers 12:8 

Notice that the Lord is very concerned about how we talk about those who are His personal 
friends. 

Concerning this privilege, the Lord said, “and the similitude of the Lord shall he behold.”  In 
my study, I use different translations to gain understanding, as they throw different rays of 
light on a particular subject. 

The jewels of the kings and queens of England are kept in the tower of London.  Among 
them is a huge diamond that I have carefully looked at.  From one view, it appears to have a 
yellow sparkle.  From a different angle, it is green.  From another, it is red or blue.  There are 
different colours, but it is the same diamond.  These translations are to me as this diamond. 

In the King James Version the term, “the similitude of the Lord” is used.  In another version, 
“the form of the Lord shall he behold.”  A different translation reads, “the shape of the Lord 
shall he behold.”  Even though God is a Spirit and does not have a material body, He has a 
localized appearance.  The Lord gave Moses the privilege to behold this similitude, likeness, 
shape, and form of God. 

Jesus prayed, “And this is life eternal, that they might know You the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom You have sent” (John 17:3).  He desired His disciples to know God. 

“For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of God more than burnt 
offerings.”  Hosea 6:6 

In the days of Israel, the Lord was more interested in their “knowing” Him than in all their 
“sacrifices” and “gifts.”  In Jeremiah 24:7, we have a pertinent statement: “And I will give 
them a heart to know Me.” 

In the final analysis, the true knowledge of God is a “matter of the heart.”  This involves an 
inner “capacity” and “capability” to enter into a personal relationship with God. 

This is my prayer for all of us, 

“Lord, give us a heart, the capacity and the capability, 
to know You in personal experience.” 
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The Manifest Presence of God - Part 5 
Walter Beuttler 

“But let him that glories glory in this, that he understands and knows Me, that I am the 
LORD which exercise loving kindness, judgment, and righteousness in the earth; for in 
these I delight, says the LORD.”  Jeremiah 9:24 

The Lord “delights” in those who know and understand Him.  This speaks of a humble, 
grateful appreciation.  I can relate to this through an experience with my daughter. 

I had just returned from a ministry trip to South America, and I usually brought a special 
present for my daughter.  Because I had not done so this time, I said to her, “I am so sorry 
that I do not have something special for you.”  She responded, “Daddy, that's all right, you 
are my best present and the nicest daddy I ever had.”  This, all the more caused me to want 
to buy something very special for her. 

The Lord desires us to “glory about Him” in simplicity and in gratefulness.  He evidently 
agrees with the statement, “Joys not shared are only half enjoyed.”  The Lord loves to enter 
into our joys, and when we glory about Him, His heart is touched, as He has feelings too. 

God has an emotional nature, and He expresses emotions.  He has a social nature, and He 
enjoys our fellowship and rejoices with us, for His Word tells us, “In these things I delight, 
saith the Lord.” 

Some years ago, I attended a Bible Study.  At the end, the pastor asked me to close in 
prayer.  I was so filled with the “Spirit of rejoicing” that I was unable to pray or dismiss the 
meeting.  All I could do was shout, “Hallelujah.”  The Spirit of this worship spread over the 
people and almost everyone began to praise the Lord. 

When it again became quiet, there was a prophetic message, which said, “God is pouring 
out His Spirit of rejoicing upon His people because one who had been a sinner has repented, 
and there is so much joy in heaven that the Lord is sharing this with His people so that He 
and they may rejoice together.” 

When I was a student in Bible School, I was talking to the Superintendent of the 
Denomination to which I belonged.  His son came into the room and asked, “What will you 
do when you leave?”  I had no home, as my family lived in Germany, and could only reply, “I 
do not know.”  Then he asked what ministry I thought I would have.  Again, I could only say, 
“I do not know.” 

Then he said, “I am glad I am not like you.  I know people at the top, and I will have a big 
church.”  When he left the room, he slammed the door and it felt like a shot from a gun 
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going through my heart.  It really hurt because I had nowhere to go.  Later, I dropped to my 
knees and prayed a very simple prayer, “Father, did You hear what he said?” 

As I prayed this, in a flash of revelation, the Lord quickened these thoughts to me.  “It is true 
that he knows people at the top.  But it is also true that I am your Father, and that I am at 
the top of all those who are at the top.  And, I am your personal superintendent.”  I lifted my 
hands and said, “Father, thank You for being Who You are.  This day I acknowledge You as 
my personal superintendent.”  Years later, while in Rio De Janeiro, I was told that this fellow 
was working as a butcher, and he did not have the big church he thought he would have. 

God responds to simple sincerity.  In New Guinea, they know how to touch the heart of the 
Lord.  In very poor English, they pray, “Oh, Papa God, You nice fellow upstairs.  Me no any 
good but You nice Papa God.”  The Lord responded to the sincerity of their heart and the 
simplicity of their prayer. 

For example, when I was a youngster in Germany, I had always desired to see the Azore 
Islands.  I do not know why, but they had captured my boyhood imagination.  Many years 
later, I had made many trips to Europe, but never by way of the Azores, as only first class 
passengers were routed this way.  I was to go to Rome, so I laid my itinerary before the 
Lord.  I felt His witness that I was to go, so I arranged my ticket. 

A short time before I left, I noticed in the newspaper that the airlines were routing Tourist 
Class travel to Europe by way of the Azores.  I thought, how often I have wanted to stop at 
the Azores and now it is possible.  Yet, I felt that I was in the will of God with the route I had 
already chosen.  I prayed as I had before.  I said, “Father, did You by any chance read this 
newspaper article about the Azores?” 

Some would say this is foolish, as God knows everything and does not need to read the 
newspaper to find out.  I know this very well.  But I also know that the Lord hears and 
responds when I come to Him in this simple, practical way.  This speaks of “relationship,” 
and of “intimacy.” 

I added to my prayer, “Father, I have wanted to go that way for so long, and now I am going 
the other way.  I just wonder what You think about this.”  The Lord responded, not in words, 
but a witness as though He were saying, “If you would like to change your route, I have no 
objections.”  I just knew I had His permission and blessing to change, so I did. 

When I returned to the school in the fall, I told the students about this, because I was really 
pleased.  I thought God was so considerate in allowing me to change my route.  It is amazing 
what God will do for us.  When we respect His wishes, He will have regard for ours. 
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As soon as I had finished telling the students about this, a girl gave an utterance in tongues 
and one of the fellows interpreted it.  The word said, “God is pleased when He sees that He 
can please His children.  For He loves to please His own and He rejoices in their 
pleasure.”  When God saw that I was happy, then He was happy. 

“But let him that glories glory in this, that he understands and knows Me...for in these 
things I delight, saith the LORD.”  Jeremiah 9:24 

One time I was going to Africa, and I looked at the route I would be taking and noticed 
Thebes on the Nile River in Egypt.  I thought it would be nice to see the ancient ruins of 
Thebes and the temple of Karnak with its famous columns.  I knew that I had nothing to do 
there, but as I looked at my map, I received a witness.  The Lord quickened to me that I 
could stop at Thebes. 

It was such a thrill to see the fulfilment of prophecy there.  The plain where this powerful, 
beautiful city once stood was now just a vast open area.  After I returned home, one of the 
teachers said to me, “What did you see?”  I said, “There was nothing left on the west side of 
the Nile where the main part of the city stood.” 

He then told me that he had wondered why I wanted to stop there, as he knew I would not 
see anything.  I responded that I had seen much.  I knew that this was where this great city 
was located, which was one of the seven wonders of the ancient world.  God had said that 
He would remove it from the earth. 

What I saw was the tremendous power of Almighty God, the veracity of His Word of 
Prophecy, that He could obliterate such a huge city.  I saw the might of God in an empty 
place. 

“At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank You, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
because You have hidden these things from the wise and prudent, and have revealed 
them to babes.  Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in Your sight” Matthew 11:25-26 

Notice, that the Lord deliberately withholds some truths from those who are “wise and 
prudent.”  This is not necessarily those who are educated, or knowledgeable.  Rather, this 
refers to those who “feel” that they know it all.  The problem with them is that they do not 
know enough to know that they do not know.  Thus, they are “unteachable.” 

The Lord “hides” the precious, special things from these, such as the knowledge of His 
presence.  The babes to whom He reveals these things are those who are simple, humble, 
lowly, and willing to learn.  Their spirits are “open” to His manifest presence. 

The Word tells us, “No man can come to Me, except the Father which has sent Me draw 
him” (John 6:44a).  Due to sin, there is no desire for God in the fallen human 
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nature.  Whenever a person has an interest in God, it is due to the “activity” of the Spirit of 
God. 

If God gives us a hunger for Himself, this desire has been produced by the Spirit of God, 
because that for which we hunger is capable of being attained.  The very hunger that we 
have for more of God is not only God's call to get us to move in that direction, but it is also 
the guarantee that we can attain to that for which we hunger - if we will keep following in 
the direction of the hunger. 

The attitude of heart that qualifies us is that we become as a “babe.”  When a baby 
becomes hungry, it manifests that hunger by crying.  The child cries and is fed by the 
mother.  The baby does not ask for a chemical analysis of what it is being fed.  There is 
something within that corresponds to the hunger, and the child just eats.  But if an attempt 
is made to feed mustard to the baby, he will no longer eat.  There is something there that 
does not appeal. 

So it is spiritually.  The Lord gives us a hunger and we may not know what we are hungry for, 
except that we have a sense of need and desire something from God.  We may hear a 
message with truth that we have never heard.  Though we do not understand it, within us, it 
is as with the baby.  We eat and feel satisfied.  We know this is a work of the Holy Spirit 
because we feel His witness and we feel good.  We do not know how we know; we just 
know that we know. 

So also, when an attempt is made to feed something to us that is not right, the witness is 
lacking and it does not set right within.  We know that we should not partake. 

Jesus said that except we become as children, we cannot enter the Kingdom.  This is 
because we are moving beyond our capacity to understand.  Thus the Lord releases the 
“deeper things,” only where there is this “child-like” faith. 

It is only in this child-like faith that we are able to come to the Lord and express our love and 
appreciation for Him, even as my daughter expressed her appreciation for me, when I 
returned home without a present for her. 
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The Manifest Presence of God - Part 6 
Walter Beuttler 

“Thus says the LORD, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man 
glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: But let him that glories glory in 
this, that he understands and knows Me, that I am the LORD which exercise loving 
kindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I delight, says the 
LORD.”  Jeremiah 9:23-24 

God is infinite, but we are finite.  Therefore, we cannot fully know or comprehend God.  But 
in many of His ways, the Lord desires to be both known and understood. 

“The secret things belong to the Lord our God: but those things which are revealed belong 
unto us and to our children for ever, that we may do all the words of this 
law.”  Deuteronomy 29:29 

There are two areas of knowledge concerning God; the things which are “secret,” which are 
known only to Him, and those things that are “revealed,” which can be discovered only 
under certain conditions. 

The Godhead is an example of the secret things, which belong to God.  The Lord has never 
revealed how He can be three, yet only one at the same time.  We may attempt 
illustrations, but none are satisfactory.  Also, the fact that God has everlastingly existed 
without having a beginning is beyond our ability to comprehend. 

The Lord placed Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden and told them that they could freely 
eat the fruit of all the trees, except one particular tree.  Man is spoken of as being a free-
moral agent, able to do as he wills.  However, the Word of God does not indicate the 
absolute freedom of man.  Rather, man is limited, “Of all these things ye may freely eat, 
BUT.” 

In the original intention, the freedom of man as a free moral agent was circumscribed; he 
was not totally free, rather he was limited as he had been created to be dependent.  You 
may go outside the circle of My will if you so choose, but if you do, such and such will take 
place.  Therefore, man's freedom was relative rather than absolute. 

Adam and Eve were under duress.  If they went beyond the freedom given them, there was 
a resultant consequence.  Also, the Lord has placed a limit on our knowledge of good.  If we, 
with intellectual curiosity seek to go beyond the circle of Divine revelation, and attempt to 
press into things, which God has not revealed, we will get into trouble. 
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For instance, our pursuing the origin of sin- we may trace it back to Satan and find that there 
was pride in his heart.  But what originated this pride?  God must have created the capacity, 
or given consent that pride could develop in Satan's heart. 

If we press this kind of rationale, we will find, before we become aware of it, that a question 
is raised concerning the holiness and integrity of God.  We have placed the Lord in the 
position of being a defendant, with our being the prosecutor.  This will result in infidelity, 
and in time, our rejection of God.  All this may happen because we are pressing beyond the 
limits of that which belongs unto us. 

In their curiosity, some Bible teachers have attempted to press beyond the limits of Divine 
restraint, and intrude into the things, which God has kept from man.  For instance, how God 
deals with those who have never heard the Gospel.  Many false and destructive doctrines 
have developed in this very way. 

“And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden you may 
freely eat But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in 
the day that you eat thereof you shall surely die.”  Genesis 2:16-17 

Some years ago, I visited a particular lady.  I kept ringing the doorbell, as I knew she was 
always at home.  Finally she answered and said, Please excuse me, as it took a long time for 
me to find the will of God as to whether I should open the door to you or not. 

She said, I believe in being spiritual, and I do nothing without first asking God.  I ask Him 
about all my personal affairs, and even about what I should wear.  This goes beyond the 
intention of God, as He has given us latitude - of every tree ... you may freely eat, but... 

We do not need to ask the Lord concerning which dress, suit, or shoes, we wear.  There are 
many things in the area of our daily lives in which the Lord has given us the sense and 
wisdom to simply make our own choice, but there is a limit - But.  Here, God established this 
limitation. 

God can be adequately understood within the sphere of those things, which belong to 
us.  We must learn to respect the silence of God, and when God does not wish to explain, 
we should be content. 

God shares some of His secrets with some of His people, but not everything with everyone. 

We tell certain secrets to our friends, but the older we become, the less we tell, because we 
have learned.  God is very judicious, but He does share secrets with some. 

“And the LORD said, shall I hide from Abraham that thing which I do.”  Genesis 18:17 
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The Lord shared with Abraham the fact that He was about to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah. 

“The secret of the Lord is with them that fear Him; and he will show them His 
covenant.”  Psalm 25:14 

One year, I was speaking to a group of ministers in an old castle in the Pyrenees Mountain 
area of France and mentioned this verse.  One minister said to me, Do you know that in the 
French Bible, this reads, “the intimate communion of the Lord is with them that fear Him.” 

This fear speaks of a reverential respect.  Thus, our attainment of an intimate knowledge of 
God involves our relationship to Him.  In Matthew 11:25, the attitude, which will bring us 
into this intimate knowledge, is given. 

“At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank You, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
because You have hidden these things from the wise and prudent, and have revealed 
them to babes.” 

We must set aside our intellect and submit to the activity of the Holy Spirit in order to 
receive the understanding of His ways. 

“That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of 
wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him. 

“The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope 
of His calling, and what the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints. 

“And what is the exceeding greatness of His power to us-ward who believe, according to 
the working of His mighty power.”  Ephesians 1:17-19 

To receive the knowledge of God involves our having esteem for, and placing great value 
upon the knowledge of God.  For instance, in Proverbs 2:4, 

“If you seek her as silver, and search for her as for hidden treasures.” 

Most all of the choicest things of God lie beneath the surface, and they must be searched 
out.  These are not for the lukewarm, or the half-hearted, but for those who are earnest and 
have a heart appreciation of these things, and who demonstrate this by going after them 
with effort. 

Some things are not obtainable without our contending to succeed, as in an obstacle 
course.  For instance, Moses put the tent of the Tabernacle afar off. 
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“And Moses took the tabernacle, and pitched it outside the camp, afar off from the camp, 
and called it the Tabernacle of the congregation.  And it came to pass, that every one 
which sought the Lord went out to the Tabernacle of the congregation, which was outside 
the camp.”  Exodus 33:7 

Moses did not make it easy or convenient; rather, he put it “out-of-the-way” so it would 
take an effort to enter.  Those who truly sought the Lord gladly made the effort.  This was in 
fact a way of separating the wheat from the chaff, the earnest from the “indifferent.”  The 
Lord has a way of separating people. 

One time I attended a service where the pastor understood the ways of God.  When the 
altar service would begin, he would sit on the platform and do nothing for a considerable 
time, until many had left.  Then he would begin to minister to those who were sincere in 
their seeking of the Lord, and, there were remarkable results. 

Later, I asked him why he waited so long.  He responded, I wait until I know that only those 
who are truly seeking the Lord are present.  He knew that the earnest would stay, and the 
half-hearted would leave after a short time. 

The Lord not only has a way of testing our earnestness, but He assesses us from the effort 
that we are willing to make.  Only then will He begin to share the secrets of His presence. 
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The Manifest Presence of God - Part 7 
Walter Beuttler 

“If you seek her as silver, and search or her as for hidden treasures; Then shall you 
understand the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge of God.”  Proverbs 2:4-5 

We are to place a very high premium on the true “knowledge of God.” 

Suppose a large sum of money was buried near us, which would be ours if found.  We would 
not sit and think about it, but rather, we would begin to search for it. 

The “treasure” of the knowledge of God that is “hidden within” the Word of God is of far 
greater value than any earthly fortune.  And, it also requires that we search for it.  This 
heavenly treasure is purposely hidden, because it is not intended for those who are half-
hearted, or indifferent. 

There are three tests concerning our qualification to partake of the knowledge of God; it is 
to be “highly valued, earnestly desired, and diligently sought after.” 

Moses asked that he might understand the ways of God. 

“If I have found grace in Your sight, show me now Your way, that I may know 
You.”  Exodus 33:13b 

The Lord responded to this desire, 

“My presence shall go with you, and I will give you rest.”  Exodus 33:14 

The knowledge of God and His manifest presence are closely related. 

One year, I had laid before the Lord my itinerary from Philadelphia to Los Angeles, Tokyo, 
Hong Kong, Manila, and Singapore.  I did not know which way to go from there, as I had 
invitations which required completely different routes.  I could go south to Australia and 
then back to the west coast, or westward through Europe to the east coast. 

I said, “Father, I do not know where to go after Singapore.”  I then waited in His presence, 
and suddenly the Lord spoke.  The words were, “I will meet you at the pyramids.”  I knew 
what He meant, and accordingly laid out the rest of my trip. 

In due time, around 3:30 AM, we were approaching Cairo, on an Indian Airlines flight, and I 
wondered where the Lord would meet me.  I said we, as I was alone, but not alone.  There is 
a hotel near one of the pyramids where I stopped several times to rest.  I had sat there 
alone for hours, looking out across the desert toward the pyramids.  I thought that this was 
where the Lord would meet me. 
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As I watched the city lights in the distance, there suddenly came a strong manifest presence 
of the Lord.  He had come to me before we arrived, and I entered into that lovely country, 
distinctly aware of His being with me.  It was as the Lord had said to Moses, “My presence 
shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest.” 

To “experience” the “manifest presence of the Lord” is a marvelous reality, which quickens 
and renews every aspect of our being.  It produces a “deep inner satisfaction” that cannot 
be explained, only experienced. 

In John 4:24, Jesus said, “God is a Spirit.”  In Luke 24:39, He said, “Behold My hands and My 
feet, that it is I Myself: handle Me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as you see 
Me have.” 

When Jesus was born of Mary, a change took place in the Godhead.  The second person of 
the Godhead, Jesus, took on a body.  From that time, one member of the triune Godhead, 
has a body. 

The first person of the Godhead, the Father, is also a person.  He can see, feel, hear, and 
speak.  He has a will and emotions.  God has all of the attributes of personality, yet He does 
not have a body.  Paul said, “Absent from the body, present with the Lord.”  When we die we 
are no less a person after our death than we were before our death. 

Paul called this body a house.  Thus we are not seen, but rather, the house in which we 
live.  Someday, we will vacate it, but still live.  This is important, as we must differentiate 
between personality and corporeality, or a material body.  Therefore, I think of God as a 
person regardless of the fact that He does not have a material body. 

Consider Numbers 12:8a. 

“With him will I speak mouth to mouth, even apparently, and not in dark speeches; and 
the similitude of the LORD shall he behold.” 

“Similitude” speaks of the form, shape, or likeness of the Lord.  Thus, it can be said that even 
though God is a Spirit personality, He nevertheless has a form. 

Some theologians say these terms are anthropomorphic.  That is, the words that signify 
form are only used to convey the aspect of spirit being.  But to apply this to the shape and 
form of God is to destroy much spiritual truth in the Word, which should be taken as literal. 

For example, the revelation of the shape and form of God is explicit in the following passage 
of Scripture. 
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“And the Lord said, Behold, there is a place by Me, and you shall stand upon a rock: And it 
shall come to pass, while My glory passes by, that I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and 
will cover you with My hand while I pass by: And I will take away My hand, and you shall 
see My back parts: but My face shall not be seen.”  Exodus 33:21-22 

The Word tells us, “And there shall no man see Me and live.”  This refers to the face of God, 
“But My face shall not be seen.”  When Jesus said, “no man has seen God at any time,” He is 
saying that no man has seen the face, or the full glory of God.  But Moses saw other parts of 
God. 

The Lord shielded Moses from seeing His face because, if in his curiosity, he turned to see 
the face of God, he would die, as he could not stand the revelation of the full glory of 
God.  Notice that God speaks of His hands, His face, and His back.  The implication is that 
God appeared to Moses in human form. 

Although God is a Spirit personality with a non-material form, this Spirit form is similar to 
the human form.  When God said let us make man after our own likeness and in our own 
image, He created man with a physical form like unto His general spiritual form. 

“And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, after Our likeness.”  Genesis 1:26a 
 
“And Adam lived a hundred and thirty years, and fathered a son in his own likeness, after 
his image; and called his name Seth.”  Genesis 5:3 

Notice that the same terms are used concerning the form of God and of man.  Therefore, it 
is logical to assume that there is a certain resemblance, as to form, between God and man. 

The Word tells us that the pure in heart shall see God.  As we come to the Lord in simple 
faith and trust, and wait upon Him, He will not only “reveal” His manifest presence to us, 
but He will make Himself “known” to us, in terms and ways we can understand. 
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The Manifest Presence of God - Part 8 
Walter Beuttler 

“Can any hide himself in secret places that I shall not see him? says the Lord.  Do not I fill 
heaven and earth? says the Lord.”  Jeremiah 23:24 

The Lord “fills” both heaven and earth.  This is His omnipresence, which is the fact of His 
being present everywhere.  This aspect of His presence may, or may not be revealed or 
felt.  When it is revealed, it is simply a feeling of “presence,” apart from the revelation of a 
person. 

The manifest presence of God is more than this.  It speaks of a presence in which the Lord 
reveals Himself as a person with personality and feelings. 

“He that has My commandments, and keeps them, he it is that loves Me: and he that 
loves Me shall be loved of My Father, and I will love him, and will manifest Myself to 
Him.”  John 14:21 

This is more than spiritual, or inner perception.  It means that the Lord will make Himself 
known to us through one or more of our five physical senses. 

Several years ago, the Lord had been awakening me during the night.  Usually, at precisely 
2:30, I would become aware of His being present.  This meant that I was to get up and sit in 
His presence; a half hour, an hour, or sometimes through the rest of the night. 

The next night, I would experience the same thing.  This was a strong presence, in which 
worship would rise up from deep within me.  One time, the Lord came and stood at the foot 
of my bed.  Then He audibly sang a song that had a special meaning for me. 

The Lord would come into my room in many different ways.  Often, He would wake me up 
by knocking.  When I heard this knock, I noticed that it would be exactly 2:30.  Usually, I 
could tell the intention of the Lord by the way He knocked.  If it was something urgent, the 
knock would have that characteristic.  Sometimes it would be hardly audible and so delicate 
that I knew He had come as a lover for a time of fellowship. 

I began to wonder why the Lord almost always came at 2:30.  I knew that scripturally, no 
hour is more significant than another.  I sought the Lord concerning this, and He gave me 
the understanding that I desired. 

Long before, I had learned that there was a higher purpose for the night times than just 
sleeping.  The Lord has revealed many choice truths to me during the long nights, as I spent 
time in His presence by waiting upon Him. 
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Then the Lord spoke this to me.  “By 2:30, you have had enough sleep so you will be able to 
commune with Me for a time without falling asleep.  And when we finish, there is enough 
time left for you to receive adequate rest for your day's work.”  Our Lord is very considerate 
and understanding.  This caused me to love and respect the Lord even more. 

This experience of an active relationship with the Lord in “waiting upon Him” requires more 
self-discipline than any other area of experience.  I cannot stay up to watch the late show, or 
for any other distraction.  Nor can I afford to socialize at night.  When my time for bed 
comes, which is quite early, I excuse myself from whoever may be present, and go to 
bed.  My appointment with the Lord is of far greater importance. 

One night, I was awakened as the Lord walked away from the foot of my bed.  I saw Him for 
only a moment.  He was dressed in white glistening garments and I heard the rustling of 
these garments.  The closest I can come to this sound, by way of description, is to say that it 
was like the leaves on a poplar tree.  These make a rustling sound when the wind blows.  At 
the same time, my room became filled with the presence of the Lord. 

I looked at my watch and it was exactly 2:30.  I had placed a chair next to the stove, where I 
could be comfortable.  I sat there in His presence, until a quarter to five.  Then I said, “Lord, 
do You mind if I go back to bed?”  I waited, and as there was no answer, I returned to my 
bed. 

After I fell asleep, two hands came over my shoulders and literally pulled me upright into a 
sitting position.  I do not know how this could have happened, as I was in the room alone.  I 
only know that it did, and that there is no possible human explanation for this experience. 

Again, there was a strong manifestation of His presence.  When this happened, it was five 
o'clock.  I had been in bed for fifteen minutes.  I stayed up in His presence until about seven 
o'clock.  Then I said, “Lord, I must get ready for school,” and did so.  At this time, I had no 
indication of what the purpose of the Lord might have been. 

That morning, the subject in my first class was the book of Hosea.  This is a wonderful book, 
in which God gives us an insight into His broken heart.  I had been teaching only about ten 
minutes, when I sensed an unusual presence.  I pushed back my book and said, “Students, 
there is quite a presence here, let us pause and see what this means.” 

At once, there came a powerful prophetic utterance and the classroom was 
electrified.  Hands went up, and worship began to flow out from the students.  Oh, such a 
presence of God. 

Then everything became quiet and a girl began to beautifully sing.  Her voice went to 
unusual highs, and then deep lows.  It was as if she were in an opera.  Another girl followed, 
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and then sometimes they sang together in profound harmony, or answered each other in 
the spirit.  After this, we were given the interpretation.  It was the expression of a love 
relationship between the Lord and His Church.  Then the power fell again, and there was 
profound rejoicing. 

The class time passed and the bell rang.  It was time to leave the classroom, but no one 
left.  Everyone was taken up in praising the Lord.  Another class came, but could not enter as 
we were still there.  As they stood outside in the vestibule, wondering what they should do, 
the Holy Spirit fell on them, and they entered into the worship.  Another hour went by, and 
all of us were still there. 

Again the bells rang, and the third class came.  We were still in the classroom; the vestibule 
was still filled with the second class, so the third class stood outside the building, wondering 
what they should do.  Suddenly, the Holy Spirit fell on them, and they began to worship in a 
beautiful harmony with the others. 

By noontime, the Holy Spirit had fallen upon the entire school.  When dinnertime came, 
only a few out of several hundred were there.  When Bible School students do not show up 
for dinner, there is one of three reasons.  Either they are sick, in love, or there is 
revival.  This was the beginning of a revival that lasted for ten days, in which God moved in a 
mighty way. 

It had begun the night before, when I was literally pulled upright in my bed.  I clearly believe 
that had I not rightly responded to this experience during the night, this revival would have 
been missed.  It had its origin in my “waiting upon the Lord” during the hours of that night. 

Our responding to the presence of the Lord, and waiting upon Him “in His presence,” is of 
tremendous value. 
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The Manifest Presence of God - Part 9 
Walter Beuttler 

Often, during the night season, the Lord comes and instructs me about “spiritual sensitivity” 
and “responsiveness” to His presence.  During one of these times, the Lord strongly 
impressed me with this Scripture, 

“Do not I fill heaven and earth?”  Jeremiah 23:24b 

This has become such a reality to me that I have no problem in drawing nigh to the Lord, 
anywhere - at any time.  No matter what environment I may be in, I know that the Lord is 
there with me. 

I received a very practical lesson concerning this while on a trans-Atlantic flight.  Suddenly, 
the plane turned and headed back.  I looked out the window and saw what appeared to be a 
cloud coming from a wing.  Then I saw the same thing happening in the other wing, so I 
thought the plane was on fire.  Instead, gas was being dumped. 

Then came the announcement, “We are having a slight difficulty and are returning to the 
airport.  We will prepare you for an emergency landing on the water, should it be 
necessary.  Please take off your shoes, remove all objects from your pockets and tighten your 
belt as firmly as possible.  Be prepared to place a pillow over your face.” 

They said we would gently land on the waves and wait for help to arrive.  They made it 
sound easy, but I knew it was very dangerous.  I then said goodbye to each of my family and 
committed myself to the Lord.  This was the fourth time I have done this. 

I prayed, “Father, to the best of my knowledge, I am in Your will, and if this is the end, so be 
it, but Your Word says, ‘Do not I fill heaven and earth?’  Father, if You fill heaven and earth, 
then You fill this airplane, therefore You and I are in this together, so if we go down, You also 
are going down.”  As I said this, I felt an intense sense of His presence. 

We did not need to land on the water, but made it safely to an airport.  In those situations it 
is important to know that He does fill heaven and earth, and to understand what that means 
to us. 

On another flight, I was over the Amazon jungles in a plane that was having trouble.  I sat by 
the window and watched as we came very close to the trees.  The crew was serving 
sandwiches to keep the passengers occupied, but no one was eating them as they were 
watching the trees.  Again, I had a profound sense that the Lord was in the plane with me 
and that He would bring us through safely. 
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Once again, on a flight in the same area, the lightning was extremely severe, brilliantly 
lighting the sky with one flash after another.  I sat there and wondered where it would hit 
next.  It was so comforting to be able to say, “Father, You and I are in the plane 
together.”  To me, His omnipresence has become very personal and real.  It is not merely a 
theological fact, but rather, an intense reality. 

Jesus said in Matthew 6:6, “Your Father which sees in secret shall reward you openly.”  The 
word “secret” tells us that although we may be totally unaware of His presence, He is there, 
watching and listening.  This knowledge of the omnipresence of God is a tremendous help in 
prayer.  We may pray, feeling no response or presence - absolutely nothing, but in 
confidence we can say, “Father, I know that You are here, and I thank You for Your 
presence.” 

Whatever we may be doing, or wherever we may be, we can abide and rest in His presence, 
knowing that He is with us.  And often, when we acknowledge His presence, though we may 
feel nothing, He will come and confirm the fact that He is present. 

This manifestation of His omnipresence, which I experienced, can be spoken of as the 
localized, personalized, manifest presence of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Jesus said, “Except you 
eat the flesh of the Son of Man, you have no life in you.”  He was the visible embodiment of 
the truth of God. 

If you will accept and eat these experiences that I share with you, the truth in these will also 
become meat in your spiritual life and experience.  The Lord often uses my experiences as 
His way to impart His truth and life into others, who are spiritually hungry and desire to 
know Him. 

These experiences are not just interesting stories, but the embodiment of the truth.  They 
serve as illustrations, but they also are demonstrations of the truth so we may know how 
truth can be applied to our personal life experience.  Also, it is important to know that there 
is a price, which must be paid by those who would press onward into all that the Lord has to 
offer. 

I had spent a weekend ministering in Altoona, Pennsylvania.  Monday morning, I was at the 
railroad station reading the morning newspaper.  I received a slight “check” in my spirit, and 
knew what it meant.  This was a quickening of the Holy Spirit to call my attention away from 
what I was doing, to the Lord.  I folded up the newspaper and said, “Father, what do You 
want?”  At once I received a spirit of prayer and intercession, which lasted all the way to 
Philadelphia. 

Each Monday night, I teach a class in Philadelphia, in connection with the Bible School 
where I am a teacher.  When I arrived, I thought I would get a Chinese dinner, but again the 
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Lord checked me.  I knew that this meant that I was to continue praying.  I returned to my 
room at the YMCA, and prayed until the time of the meeting. 

When the time to teach came, I said, “The Lord is present tonight” and the power fell.  At 
the end of that meeting, someone remarked, “When you came in, we could feel the 
presence of God walk in with you.”  I had spent all day in intercession, giving myself to the 
Lord.  We had a marvelous move of the Holy Spirit for five consecutive Monday nights. 

A pastor who did not like what was taking place, complained to the denomination to which I 
belong.  Two officials came to my office at the Bible School.  They said I was not doing any 
teaching in the night school, but was stirring up the people and that this was to stop.  My 
response was that the Lord was pouring out His Spirit, and that needs were being met in 
profound ways.  I added that I thought this visitation was a wonderful thing. 

Then they said, “We are receiving complaints and we want you to stop it.”  I said, “But what 
if the Holy Spirit continues?  I did not start this visitation, I merely cooperated with the Spirit, 
and put no hindrance in His way.”  They responded, “We believe that He is finished 
working.” 

I asked, “But, how do you know, you were not there?”  Again, they said, “We want you to tell 
the students that the Spirit is finished working, and that you are going on with the 
classes.”  Then they left. 

A short time later, I was the speaker at a camp meeting, and the Holy Spirit wonderfully 
moved.  Again, the Church authorities came and said, “We want you to stop whatever it is 
that gets you involved in these so-called movings of the Spirit.  We are being told that 
whenever there is one of these stirrings, you are in the middle of it.”  I had thought they 
would be glad that I had given myself to fasting and prayer, in obedience to the Holy Spirit. 

That night I was unable to sleep, for I felt very discouraged.  My superiors were telling me to 
stop the moving of the Holy Spirit in the classes, and I was being criticized for having a move 
of the Holy Spirit in the camp meeting.  I thought, “I will quit.” 

The next night, I quickly fell asleep.  At that time, we lived in a cottage, which had three 
wooden steps leading to the front door.  I was awakened out of a deep sleep by heavy 
footsteps walking up these three steps.  Somehow, I instinctively knew that this was the 
Lord.  I heard Him take hold of the knob of the door.  This knob usually rattled, and I heard it 
rattle.  I heard Him turn the knob and pull the door open, step through the door, take hold 
of the inside knob and close the door. 

I heard Him walk through the dinette.  He stopped at the door to my bedroom and then He 
spoke in a rich, deep, masculine voice.  He had come to reassure me that He was with me 
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and that He would protect me against all my enemies.  I clearly heard this audible voice with 
my physical ear. 

After that, He turned and walked through the dinette, turned the knob and opened the 
front door and then closed it after He left.  I heard Him go down the three steps.  This was a 
personal visit from a personal Christ, in a time of deep distress, when I was about to turn my 
back on the movings of the Holy Spirit.  This visit gave me the strength and will to continue, 
and to pay the price for His presence. 

Later, I met with the pastor who I felt had complained and he acknowledged that he had 
done so.  I asked if he would be interested in hearing how this move of the Holy Spirit had 
come about, and he said he would.  After I shared with him, he bowed his head and tears 
literally flowed down his face and he asked if I would pray for him, that he might have such 
movings in his ministry.  The Lord had visited, and then vindicated me. 

I then asked the Lord if there was a Scripture which would confirm that I had literally heard 
the Lord walking.  In response, the Lord drew my attention to Genesis 3:8. 

“And they (Adam and Eve) heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden in the 
cool of the day.” 

This word, “voice,” literally means “sound,” and is translated this way in the Hebrew 
Bible.  Adam and Eve had experienced the personalized presence of the Lord. 

I asked the Lord if there was another Scripture, and I was directed to I Samuel 3:10. 

“And the Lord came, and stood, and called as at other times, Samuel, Samuel.  Then 
Samuel answered, Speak; for Your servant hears.” 

The fact of this personal visitation from the Lord is established in John 14:21. 

“He that has My commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loves Me: and he that 
loves Me shall be loved of My Father, and I will love him, and will manifest Myself to 
him.” 

The Lord loves everyone, but this love is for those who “meet the conditions” He sets 
forth.  The evidence, or reciprocation of this love is that He will manifest Himself to them.  In 
the original, this word, “manifest,” means that the Lord will make Himself “personally 
real.”  Thus, Jesus is saying, “I will plainly show Myself to him.” 

The Pulpit Commentary, which refers to Thayer's Greek Lexicon, says that this word, 
“manifest,” is so strong that it can mean nothing less than a manifestation of the presence 
of God, perceivable by one or more of our human faculties. Thus, it is possible for each one 
of us to “experience” the personal presence of the Lord Jesus Christ in our lives. 
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The Manifest Presence of God - Part 10 
Walter Beuttler 

Those who “set apart” quality time to seek the Lord and in anticipation, “wait” in His 
presence, will be given “revelations” and “openings” in the Word, and may be blessed with 
“movings” and “manifestations” of the Holy Spirit. 

“The secret of the LORD is with them that fear Him; and He will show them His 
covenant.”  Psalm 25:14 

This “fear” is a worshipful reverence that moves the heart of the Lord to make known the 
“treasures of darkness.”  These are spiritual nuggets and principles, which are buried 
beneath the “letter of the Word” and can be known only by “revelation.”  To be valid, there 
must be a Scriptural basis for these experiences.  We should not move into areas which go 
beyond the text and context of the Word of God. 

“He that has My commandments, and keeps them, he it is that loves Me: and he that 
loves Me shall be loved of My Father, and I will love him, and will manifest Myself to 
him.”  John 14:21 

For the Lord to “manifest” Himself to us means that He will make His presence “known” to 
us, through one or more of our physical senses.  The following is a Scriptural example of this. 

“For the Lord had made the host of the Syrians to hear a noise of chariots, and a noise of 
horses, even the noise of a great host; and they said one to another, Lo, the king of Israel 
has hired against us the kings of the Hittites, and the kings of the Egyptians, to come upon 
us.”  II Kings 7:6 

There were no horses or chariots, but the Syrians heard sounds as if they were 
there.  Through this seeming “sound,” the Lord gave the Syrians the message He intended 
them to have. 

I have often heard a sound that awakened me, as if the Lord had audibly knocked on a door 
that was close to my ear.  The Lord was “causing” me to “hear” the sound of a knocking, 
which conveyed the message that it was time to get up and wait on Him. 

The fact that this knocking can be spiritual, rather than literal, is confirmed in the Song of 
Solomon. 

“I sleep, but my heart wakes: it is the voice of my Beloved that knocks, saying, Open to 
Me, My sister, My love, My dove, My undefiled.”  Song of Solomon 5:2a 

In Acts 2:2, another reference is made to sound. 
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“And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled 
all the house where they were sitting.” 

Here, the presence of the Holy Spirit was made known to those who were gathered in the 
Upper Room, through the “sound” of a rushing mighty wind.  This indicated the initial 
coming of the Holy Spirit to abide within the believer, which had been promised by Jesus, 
and for which they were waiting. 

This was the Lord, “manifesting” His presence through the medium of “sound.”  They heard 
with their physical ears the Holy Spirit come into their midst.  This experience introduced 
them to the “personal presence” of the Holy Spirit. 

Hattie Hammond told me that she heard, with her natural faculty of hearing, an entire 
(spiritual) orchestra playing during a visitation.  Thus, on occasion, God may manifest His 
presence to us through a particular sound, which is perceivable to our human faculty of 
hearing, in order to convey a message to us. 

This experience of our hearing an “indication” of the presence, or of the purpose of the 
Lord, should be a part of our spiritual experience.  It will happen, or take place when, within 
the judgment of God, the occasion requires such. 

Another way in which the Lord may manifest His presence to us, is through the faculty of 
“smell.” 

One time, during a move of the Spirit, a fragrance wafted through the Chapel.  It was 
recognized as the “fragrance of the presence” of the Lord.  The wife of the music director 
attended this service while he stayed home with the children.  When she returned home, he 
asked her about the perfume she was wearing.  He was smelling the fragrance of the Lord 
from the meeting, which still clung to her clothing. 

We should be responsive to, but never strain after manifestations, as they are altogether a 
matter of “Divine discretion.”  The Lord should never be told “how” He should meet us; for 
the prerogative of how, belongs to Him.  Rather, we should “wait” in His presence, “open 
our spirits” before Him, and “respond” to whatever way He may move upon us in order to 
make His presence known. 

I believe the Lord has given these manifestations to me that I might, as I minister 
throughout the world, let others know that these personal visitations from the Lord may 
occur, and then help them with their response to them. 

I have been told by many that by sharing these experiences, I have helped them to 
understand various movings of the Holy Spirit, which they had experienced.  Once, after 
ministering from Revelation, “Behold, I stand at the door and knock,” a lady said, “I have 
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been awakened many times by a sound of knocking, and once I heard my name being 
spoken.  I thought there was something wrong with me.  Now I understand that this was the 
Lord, and that I am to respond.” 

“And there appeared to them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of 
them.”  Acts 2:3 

The Word tells us that these manifestations “appeared.”  Those present actually saw 
something that looked like flames of fire.  Here, the Lord was manifesting His presence 
through the medium of “sight.” 

“Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law, the priest of Midian ... and the 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: and he 
looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed. 

“And Moses said, I will now turn aside, and see this great sight, why the bush is not 
burned. And when the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God called to him out of the 
midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am I.”  Exodus 3:1-4 

This bush only looked as if it were burning, as it was not consumed.  This manifestation of 
the presence of the Lord was used to arrest the attention of Moses.  The Lord was patiently 
waiting for him to notice and respond.  When he did, the Lord spoke to Him. 

The Lord may use a special means to attract our attention, and will speak to us only after we 
respond.  This flame, which seemingly burned, was a Divine presence that is called, “the 
Angel of the Lord.”  The practical lesson here is the fact that there is such a thing as a 
manifestation of the Lord, which is perceivable to our human faculty of sight. 

Israel had seen the presence of the Lord for forty years.  By day they saw the Shekinah Glory 
of the Lord as a cloud, and by night, as the appearance of a fire.  They were to follow this 
manifestation of the presence of the Lord, by moving when it moved, and staying when it 
stayed. 

They were given these manifestations of the Divine presence that they might learn the 
principles of guidance, as they were led through the wilderness. 

“Now when all the people were baptized, it came to pass, that Jesus also being baptized, 
and praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape like 
a dove upon Him, and a voice came from heaven, which said, You are My beloved Son; in 
You I am well pleased.”  Luke 3:21-22 

Here, the Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus in a bodily shape, like a dove.  The Holy Spirit is a 
person with all the faculties of personality.  He does not have a body, but He descended in a 
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form that was like unto a body.  He can take other forms to reveal His presence, as in the 
upper room; He used cloven tongues of fire to make Himself known.  Thus, Spirit has form. 

The Lord uses these varied manifestations as a means to make Himself known to 
us.  Experiences such as these should be the norm for us, and not the exception. 

It is important for us to understand that we are to look past whatever means the Lord may 
use to make His presence known to us, and respond to Him, as the manifestation of His 
presence indicates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



38 | P a g e  
 

The Manifest Presence of God - Part 11 
Walter Beuttler 

“And Moses took the tabernacle, and pitched it outside the camp, afar off from the camp, 
and called it the Tabernacle of the congregation.” 

“And it came to pass, as Moses entered into the tabernacle, the cloudy pillar descended, 
and stood at the door of the tabernacle, and the Lord talked with Moses.” 

“And the LORD spoke to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend.”  Exodus 
33:7a,9,11a 

The “omnipresence” of the Lord speaks of His presence “filling” both heaven and earth.  He 
is everywhere at one and the same time.  But within His omnipresence is His personally 
revealed, “manifest presence.” 

There are two aspects to His manifest presence.  The first is the Lord appearing to us as a 
“person” in which He makes known to us, through one or more of our five physical senses, a 
measure of His thoughts or feelings. 

The second is the feeling of His presence as an “inner glow” which comes deep within 
us.  This is a “quickening presence” which causes us to become keenly aware of the spiritual 
realm. 

“My presence shall go with you, and I will give you rest.”  Exodus 33:14 

I usually travel alone, but not alone, because of the companionship of the presence of 
God.  Last summer, I had meetings in Bangkok and changed planes in Singapore.  We arrived 
at the Singapore airport early and a man said he would make sure my luggage was put on 
the right plane so I could be free to get something to eat. 

When we arrived in Bangkok, several other large jets arrived around the same 
time.  Passengers and luggage were everywhere, since the airport was small.  All the other 
passengers from my plane had picked up their luggage, but my suitcases were not there.  I 
went to the Tai-Airways desk and told them that apparently my luggage had been lost. 

I decided to go to the hotel and wait for them to call when my luggage was found.  Then I 
felt to go back to the conveyor one more time to see if it might have come while I was at the 
desk.  I looked, but found nothing.  Almost an hour and a half had passed and everyone was 
gone.  I thought I must reconcile myself to the fact that my luggage was lost and buy 
replacements. 
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Just as I was about to turn away, I felt the Lord's quickening presence.  It was so strong that 
it seemed as if the Lord was standing to my left, by the conveyor belt.  I had an inner sense 
of calm as I felt the Lord had come to stand with me. 

We stood there together, at the conveyor belt.  I thought, if the Lord has come to stand here 
with me, I should not leave, so I kept looking at the conveyor belt.  This lasted about fifteen 
minutes as I stood there, thanking the Lord for His presence. 

Just then, my luggage appeared on the belt.  It had been mixed with the luggage of another 
flight.  I was so delighted because the Lord had come and stood with me so I would not 
leave.  After I picked up my suitcases, I discovered that the Lord was no longer there.  He 
came to help me because He knew my things would come.  “My presence shall go with thee, 
and I will give thee rest.” 

“Oh how great is Your goodness, which You have laid up for them that fear You; which 
You have wrought for them that trust in You before the sons of men! 

“You shall hide them in the secret of Your presence from the pride of man:  You will keep 
them secretly in a pavilion from the strife of tongues.”  Psalm 31:19-20 

Here, the presence of the Lord is seen as being a shelter in which we are protected and 
vindicated, concerning that which others may say or do. 

A teacher in the school where I taught was very critical of my overseas travels.  She heard 
that I was planning to go to Liberia and asked when I planned to go.  When I told her the 
first week of June, she responded that this was not the time to go, and said I should have 
heard from the Lord. 

When I told her that I had heard from the Lord, she declared that I had not heard, and that I 
should have had better discernment.  She told me that this was the worse time to go to 
Liberia as it rains so much that no one would be able to come to the meetings. 

When I arrived in Liberia, there was sunshine each day and a full moon each night.  They 
told me that they had never seen such beautiful weather during this season.  When I 
returned home, I was able to tell her that we had a rainless week and that the presence of 
the Lord had been with me in an unusual way. 

As a result, her criticism was silenced.  When the Lord speaks to us in His “quickening 
presence,” we can “depend” on what He tells us. 

One time, the Lord told me to go to France.  However, I did not want to go because the 
Germans and French were traditional enemies and my father had fought against France.  I 
said, “Lord, I do not have money to go to France.” 



40 | P a g e  
 

One evening during the summer camp meeting, the speaker said the Lord had told him to 
take up an offering for my travels.  The amount of this offering was $580.  The price of a 
return ticket to France was $552.  Then I told the Lord my second excuse, “Even though I 
have the fare, I still cannot go, as I have no contact.”  A few days later, a pastor asked me to 
minister in his Church and told me that he would like me to meet his friend from France, 
who was visiting. 

After I spoke, this man said, “Have you ever thought of coming to France?”  Just then, a 
strong presence of the Lord came, and I knew that I was to go, and made the arrangements 
to do so. 

When I arrived, I did not feel welcomed, as I was German.  In fact, I overheard someone 
talking about me.  Then I said, “Father, do you hear what they are saying about me?”  When 
I said this, I felt a strong enveloping presence.  It was the “shelter” of the presence of 
God.  They still talked, and I still heard what they said, but now I had a fortress. 

After the second morning meeting, I had come to know that they were not receptive to my 
ministry, and did not want me there.  I felt very uneasy and told them I would like to go out 
for a walk.  I had the feeling that they were relieved. 

Although it was cold and raining, I went to a park and sat there shivering.  I said, “Father, 
please let me go home as they do not want me or the message you gave me.”  There was 
such a presence, but I did not receive anything from the Lord.  Then I went back to my cold 
hotel room. 

Once in my room, I said, “Father, unless you do something I will find my ministerial grave in 
France.”  I thought of the tens of thousands of white crosses I had seen as I travelled 
through Normandy by train. 

Early Sunday morning, the Lord woke me up and gave me a message that had to do with His 
personal visits to me.  I said, “Lord, they will never receive this.”  After I spoke for about ten 
minutes, I stopped and asked my interpreter to tell the congregation that someone had an 
utterance from the Holy Spirit. 

“Oh,” she said, “We do not do this in France.  This is not our custom.”  I responded, “Please 
do it anyway.”  She said, “It just is not done like that.”  I said, “Sister, the Holy Spirit has an 
utterance somewhere in the audience.”  We stood there arguing while they wondered what 
it was all about. 

Finally she said, pointing a finger at me,  “Brother says somebody has an utterance from the 
Spirit and should give it.”  A lady stood up and gave a beautiful utterance in tongues.  A man 
stood up and gave the interpretation.  In the interpretation, God confirmed that He had sent 
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me to France, that He was giving them His word, that He was seeking to bring them into a 
new dimension of experience in God, and that they should receive the word. 

With that, the Spirit of God fell, hands went up and this large crowd began to shout and 
praise the Lord.  I heard a voice at the other end of the platform I thought I recognized.  The 
pastor who had criticized and opposed me had his hands raised and was shouting praises in 
French as tears ran down his face. 

He came over, threw his arms around me, asked for my forgiveness, and said “God has sent 
you to France, tomorrow we have a special outing for all the Churches, please stay and 
speak.”  This man was the leader of all my future visits, and opened many areas of France 
for my ministry.  One year, they sent me to Japan, over the North Pole from Paris, and paid 
all the expenses. 

It was the presence of the Lord that held me steady, a shelter to envelop me, protect me, 
and shield me from their words until God could break through and turn hostility into 
friendship to the glory of God.  These experiences in His manifest presence are real and 
have a purpose. 
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The Manifest Presence of God - Part 12 
Walter Beuttler 

 “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock:  If any man hear My voice, and open the 
door...”  Revelation 3:20a 

This does not refer exclusively to men, but to anyone who will hear and respond.  Some 
time ago, in Australia, a Scripture in I Corinthians 14 was applied literally, 

“The manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man.” 

Women were excluded and told they must remain silent.  Rather, this speaks of 
“opportunity.”  The only condition is that we hear and respond, which will result in a feast 
with the Lord as He “reveals” Himself to us in His “manifested presence.” 

This “experiencing” of the Lord's manifested presence is available to all those who love the 
Lord, and demonstrate that love by their obedience.  Its outworking will depend on how 
developed we are toward spiritual maturity, the Lord's purpose for our lives, our spiritual 
hunger and capacity, or completely apart from us, the sovereign purposes of the Lord.  Thus, 
it is not restricted to an isolated few or given because we are particularly holy. 

We should rejoice when the Lord condescends to use us.  If we ever think that we are 
special because the Lord is using us, remember the wonder that He has anything to do with 
us at all.  If we become proud because we are being used by the Lord in any way, think of 
Balaam's donkey who prophesied to the prophet.  If the Lord can use a donkey to speak, it is 
no great thing that He uses us. 

His “knocking” on this doorway of spiritual opportunity indicates the Lord's singular desire 
to personally meet with us.  Notice that the emphasis is on our “hearing and 
responding.”  Since this is the voice of the Lord knocking, “spiritual perception and 
sensitivity” is required for us to hear.  Our “capacity” for spiritual perception can be 
increased in several ways - through teaching, by our feeding on the Word, by our fellowship 
with the Lord, and by prayer.  It is very important that we seek to improve our ability to hear 
His voice 

We should “guard” our “spiritual awareness” and never take this ability for granted.  It is 
important that we never take for granted, not treat lightly, the Lord's approach to us for 
fellowship.  The Song of Solomon reveals a very high degree of intimacy between Solomon 
and the Lord.  Yet toward the end of his life, Solomon turned so far from the Lord that his 
eternal state is left in doubt. 
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In Italy, there is a painting of Solomon, which shows him coming up in the resurrection 
before the Throne of God, in which the saved are on the right and the lost on the left.  As 
Solomon approaches, there is an expression on his face, which indicates that he does not 
know if he belongs on the right or the left.  There is one Scripture that gives a bit of a hope, 
where the Lord said to David, “My mercy shall not depart from him.” 

At the zenith of his seeking the Lord, the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream and said, 
“Ask what I shall give you.”  Consider what your answer would be if the Lord were to say this 
to you.  Our answer would be synchromatic with our true spiritual state, as it would reveal 
where we stand spiritually. 

I can relate to this as I had a similar experience, but for a different purpose.  Years ago, 
during a time of severe dealings, the Lord was grieved with me and took His Spirit from me 
for three days.  Then after a time of severe disciplining, the Lord said, “Ask what I shall give 
you,” and I responded, “There is only one thing I would ask, that I might have Your Spirit to 
return.” 

Solomon's response was, “Give me now wisdom.”  In the Hebrew, the idea it carries is: “Give 
your servant a hearing heart.”  There are two types of hearing - the natural faculty of 
hearing through our physical ear, and the inner spiritual faculty of spiritual perception. 

God is a Spirit and Psalm 94:9 tells us, “He that planted the ear, shall He not hear? He that 
formed the eye, shall He not see?”  The Lord has no physical faculty of hearing, but rather, a 
spiritual faculty of hearing. 

Because we have these two diverse ways to hear, we tend to neglect our spiritual 
hearing.  Therefore, Jesus emphasized our spiritual hearing, “He that has an ear to hear, let 
him hear.”  They heard what Jesus was saying with their physical ear, but He reminded them 
that there is a much higher level of hearing by which we should hear.  Only then can we 
know what He is really saying. 

In John's messages to the seven Churches, he repeated to each of them, “He that hath an 
ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the Churches.”  This is an appeal to the inner 
hearing of the heart, which was the request of Solomon. 

When I retire at night, I often pray, “Give now Thy servant a hearing heart.”  I am asking the 
Lord to help me to discern when He is knocking on the door of my heart, so I might respond. 

Many times, I have been asked, “How can I learn to better recognize the voice of the 
Lord?”  The best way is through our “times of fellowship” with the Lord.  Comparing Himself 
to a shepherd, Jesus said, 
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“The sheep follow Him: for they know His voice.  And a stranger will they not follow, but 
will flee from him: for they know not the voice of strangers.”  John 10:4b-5 

These sheep were not “taught” how to recognize the voice of their shepherd.  Rather, they 
came to “know” his voice because they spent so much time with him.  The time we spend 
waiting upon the Lord is tremendously important. 

Along with this, we come to “recognize” the voice of the Lord through our “spiritual 
experiences.”  The Holy Spirit will work with us and help us to learn the Lord's voice.  Samuel 
is a good example of this.  He had lain down to sleep and the Lord came and called Him.  He 
ran to Eli thinking it was he who had called, but it was not.  After he had come three times, 
Eli told him that it was the Lord who was calling him.  Our translation says, “The word of the 
Lord was not yet revealed unto Samuel.”  But the Hebrew reads, “The voice of the Lord was 
not yet made known to Samuel.” 

The best way to recognize His voice and leadings is by association.  As we wait on the Lord 
and gain experience through our responses to His presence, we come to recognize and 
understand the voice of the Lord.  A young child will usually cry when picked up by 
another.  A newborn will not do this, but because the baby has spent much time with his 
mother, he has learned to recognize her. 

If I were to spend time with you, you would come to recognize the sound of my voice.  But if 
instead, someone explained to you the sound of my voice, it is most probable that you 
would not recognize it when I came into your presence. 

There is a “progression” that we learn through experience that will lead us into His 
presence. 

“Behold I stand at the door and knock”  - attention 
“If any man”  -                                                opportunity 
“Hear”  -                                                          spiritual perception 
“My voice”  -                                                   recognition 
“Open the door”  -                                         response 

There is no substitute for spending time in the presence of the Lord.  As year by year, we 
grow spiritually, we will more easily recognize His voice. 
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The Manifest Presence of God - Part 13 
Walter Beuttler 

“Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall: But they 
that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like 
eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; they shall walk, and not faint.”  Isaiah 40:30-31 

Years ago, I always stayed up until past midnight and then slept until late in the 
morning.  The Lord let me know that this was to change, for I was to rise early each morning 
to meet with Him.  The Lord further revealed that there is a deep inner satisfaction to be 
found in no other way, and a reward that is received when we spend time with Him early in 
the morning. 

“I love them that love Me; and those that seek Me early shall find Me.  That I may cause 
those that love Me to inherit substance; and I will fill their treasures.”  Proverbs 8:17,21 

Throughout Church history, most all of those who left a mark upon the Lord's people knew 
the value of rising early in the morning to spend time with the Lord.  The Word of God also 
affirms that the prophets of old rose early. 

Although the Lord had made known to me that He desired to meet with me in the early 
morning hours, I had a very difficult time changing my sleep pattern.  I would set the alarm 
for six o'clock, since I thought this was very early. 

When the alarm rang at six o'clock, I would push the button, turn over, and go back to 
sleep.  Then after a while, I did not even hear it when it rang.  Finally I said to the Lord, “This 
will never do, as I am unable to get up.”  I told the Lord that He would have to help me to 
get up. 

The next evening, I asked the Lord to awaken me at six.  I did not set the alarm, as I knew 
this had not worked.  The next morning I was awakened out of a deep sleep by a blue jay 
that made a terrible racket, very close to my window.  I got up to look for something to 
throw at it.  Then I looked at the clock and realized that it was exactly 6 AM, and I was out of 
bed.  But I got back in bed and went to sleep. 

That night, I apologized to the Lord, asked Him to please wake me up at six the following 
morning, and that I would get up.  At this time, I was staying with an elderly couple that was 
very nice and exceptionally quiet.  The next morning I was awakened by a loud argument 
between the two, right outside my door.  I looked at my clock, and it was exactly 6 AM, but 
again I went back to sleep. 



46 | P a g e  
 

Once again that night, I asked the Lord's forgiveness and asked Him to wake me up at six 
o'clock the next morning.  I was awakened by an automobile crash that was so loud that I 
jumped out of bed.  I looked out the window, but could not see the cars, so again I went 
back to bed. 

Again, I apologized and told the Lord that I was really ashamed of myself.  I prayed, “Lord, I 
will not ask You to wake me up again at six.  Instead, Lord, I ask you to make me get up, and 
stay up.”  The next morning, awakened with a terrible stomach pain, I ran for the 
bathroom.  By the time I returned to the bed, I was wide-awake.  I looked at my clock and 
again, it was exactly six o'clock. 

Finally, I realized that the Lord was very determined that I was to get up at 6 AM to seek 
Him.  From that time onward, I have always been careful to be in bed early enough in order 
to be up at six.  It is of primary importance that we “promptly respond” when the Lord 
prompts us to come apart and wait upon Him. 

To maintain an abiding walk in the presence of the Lord requires much self-discipline.  Some 
years ago, I was teaching at a camp meeting.  My wife was with me that year and we were 
together in the dining room for breakfast.  I had ordered some pancakes and had asked for 
them to be made in a special way.  The waitress seemed very pleased when she set them 
before me.  As I sat looking at them, I felt a strong check in my spirit.  My wife said, “You are 
not supposed to eat this morning.”  I responded that this was true, and she then said, “Then 
why are you sitting there, looking at them?”  I felt embarrassed because they had been fixed 
special for me; but I left to go and wait on the Lord. 

Being obedient to the Lord is not easy for any of us, but it is very important that we learn 
the value of “prompt obedience” in order to be available to Him.  The Lord said to one of the 
prophets, “When you go, do not enter into any house, or eat or drink with anyone.”  The 
prophet was invited to eat and to rest, but he had to say no. 

It is not easy for us to be obedient, knowing that others will not understand.  This is the 
reason the Lord said, “If anyone hears My voice, and opens the door.”  This means that we 
may have to make changes in our plans in order to respond and be obedient. 

“If you be willing and obedient, you shall eat the good of the land.”  Isaiah 1:19 

For example, some who have an intercessory ministry may be called by the Lord to come 
apart to pray while they are still washing the dishes.  The temptation would be to hurry and 
finish, and then pray.  If this is done, invariably, there will be no anointing for prayer or 
intercession.  The opportunity would be missed, as there must be an “immediate response.” 
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If any one of us were to go to the home of a friend and knock on their door, and then we 
noticed that they were ignoring our knock and continuing in whatever they were doing, we 
would feel hurt and leave.  When they would finally respond, we would be gone and 
probably never again return. 

This experience can be seen in the Song of Solomon. 

“I sleep, but my heart awakes; it is the voice of my Beloved that knocks, saying, Open to 
Me, My sister, My love, My dove, My undefiled: For My head is filled with dew, and My 
locks with the drops of the night. 

“I have put off my coat; how shall I put it on?  I have washed my feet; how shall I defile 
them? 

“My Beloved put in His hand by the hole of the door, and my bowels were moved for Him. 

“I rose to open to my Beloved; and my hands dropped with myrrh, and my fingers with 
sweet smelling myrrh, upon the handles of the lock. 

“I opened to my Beloved; but my Beloved had withdrawn Himself, and was gone. My soul 
failed when He spoke: I sought Him, but I could not find Him; I called Him, but He gave me 
no answer.”  Song of Solomon 5:2-6 

When the Bridegroom came and knocked on the door to her room, she had already retired, 
and she made excuses as to why she could not respond.  Finally, when she decided to 
respond, he was gone, and that which was intended was missed. 

“I will come in to him, and sup with him, and he with Me.”  Revelation 3:20b 

When we are obedient, not only will a need be met, but our prompt obedience will lead us 
into a time of intimate communion with the Lord.  Because none of us easily come to this 
level of obedience, if we are sincere and truly desire His presence, there will be a 
progression in His dealings that will produce within us both the will and the ability to obey. 

“Behold, I stand at the door, and knock.”  Revelation 3:20 

This is the Lord's part.  He lets us know that He desires our “total attention,” that we might 
“enter into” and “experience” His manifest presence. 

“If anyone” - This is our part.  We are given the opportunity to choose to respond, which 
choice must be above all other things. 



48 | P a g e  
 

“Hears My voice” - If we are serious about personally knowing the Lord and having an 
ongoing relationship with Him, we must develop the ability to hear, or recognize His voice. 

“And opens the door” - The Lord will knock, but we must open the door and invite Him to 
come within. 

“I will come in to him and sup with him, and he with Me.” - Once we have invited the Lord to 
come within, we will find a satisfaction and fulfilment that can be experienced in no other 
way, as we “commune” with Him. 

We can easily see that this is a two way street, which requires an action on each side.  Those 
who are wise will be “prepared” to arise early, “to enter” into His presence. 
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The Manifest Presence of God - Part 14 
Walter Beuttler 

“To him that overcomes will I grant to sit with Me in My throne, even as I also overcame, 
and am set down with My Father in His throne.”  Revelation 3:21 

This reveals the “requirement” for entering into a place of “responsibility,” in relation to the 
Lord's manifest presence. 

To be in this “throne relationship” with the Lord, requires of us a quality of 
“overcoming.”  We must overcome our thoughts, our desires, and our natural abilities.  This 
means that we have submitted the totality of our being to the Lord, and in our daily life 
experience, we are rising above the pulls of the earthly. 

Thus, to be an overcomer requires that we make this major decision, followed by many 
lesser decisions, in submitting ourselves “unconditionally” to the Lord.  Do we choose to give 
our priorities to the Lord, or do we give priority to our other interests?  Our response, or our 
failure to respond, shows where our heart really is.  It is here that we will fail, unless we 
recognize that the term “over-coming” involves both pressure and conflict. 

In chapter one of Mark, the Lord did not speak to Peter and Andrew while they were 
resting, or when they were mending their nets.  Rather, He said, “Come and follow Me” as 
they were casting their net into the sea.  Seemingly, this was not the right time for the Lord 
to ask this.  Peter could have said, “Lord, I have just dropped my net into the sea and it will 
take awhile for the fish to get into it.  As soon as I am done fishing, I will be with you.” 

But this is not what happened.  The Word tells us that Peter straightway left the demands of 
his profession.  He left his nets in the sea, fish and all, and followed Jesus.  The Lord seeks 
for those who will respond in unquestioning, instantaneous obedience.  If Peter had asked 
the Lord to wait until he had finished his fishing, the Lord would have gone on.  Here, Peter's 
priorities were tested.  His obedience had to overcome his professional interest. 

By trade, I am a pattern draftsman.  Both my grandfather and father were businessmen, 
which trait was imparted into my life at an early age.  I received intensive training in 
Germany and then came to the United States at the age of twenty-one in 1925.  Soon, I 
opened my own drafting office in New York City and worked long and hard, patterning 
drawings for the Patent Office in Washington. 

I was alone in the office one Saturday afternoon when “suddenly,” I heard a voice saying, 
“Go down to the street and testify of Me.”  I thought, this is the Lord, but I am very busy and 
I must get this work done, as it has been promised by a certain time. 
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I had hardly started back to work when the power of God so moved on me that it literally 
shook the pencil out of my hand.  After a while this manifest power subsided, so I picked up 
my pencil and went back to work. I sometimes wonder why the Lord was so patient with 
me. 

Again, the Lord said, “Go down to the street and testify of me.”  I knew what He wanted, but 
again I said that I was too busy.  And again, the power came down and literally shook the 
pencil out of my hand. 

Finally, I came to understand that the Lord wanted me to put my work in second place and 
obey Him.  I went down to the subway at Forty-Second Street, and entered a subway car 
and began talking to the people who were near me about my experience of salvation.  Then, 
I went from car to car testifying about the Lord. 

As I entered a car toward the end of the train, a policeman was standing there.  After I 
started speaking, I saw him scowling at me.  Because I had to go past him to get to the next 
car, I became scared.  In my heart I said, “Lord, I have to walk past him, please make a way 
for me.”  Then I walked into the next car without a problem, and testified.  After this, I left 
the train and went back to work in my office. 

Four weeks later, the Lord spoke to me about going to Bible School.  I was able to obey, 
even though I was very fond of my work and was doing well.  Because there was a conflict 
within concerning my obedience, the Lord prepared me so I would be able to pass the test 
that I would face concerning the giving up of my business and going to Bible School. 

Also, we may face conflicts in the social area of our lives.  I was once engaged in a week of 
being separated to the Lord in fasting and prayer.  My wife and small daughter were talking 
and I heard my daughter say, “Mommy, doesn't daddy love us anymore?”  My wife said, “He 
loves us.  What makes you think that he doesn't?”  My daughter responded, “He is always in 
there, and he never takes me for a walk.”  I had a very hard time not giving up what I felt the 
Lord had instructed me to do, and take her for a walk.  The pressure I felt was intense. 

Another time, when I was very busy, the Lord prompted me to go into the attic because He 
desired to talk to me.  I had a desk there so I could study or pray.  I thought I would go up 
for a few minutes, and then I would be free to do what I needed to do. 

I went up and said, “Lord, here I am, what do you want?”  There was no response from the 
Lord.  Again I said, “Lord, I am available.”  I waited, but the Lord said nothing.  Then I said, 
“Lord, will You hurry?”  Not a word.  Then I said, “Please, Lord, it is getting late.” 

Finally, I realized that I must wait until “I” become quiet, as the Lord had something special 
to say.  Then the Lord spoke three words to me, “Desire spiritual gifts.”  I knew that I was to 
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write an article on this subject.  I sat down at the table and began to write.  The words came 
in a steady stream.  I could hardly keep up until it was finished. 

I had to overcome all that I felt urgently needed my attention.  “To him who overcomes” - 
This means that other interests must be “set aside” at the beckoning of the Lord.  Even 
legitimate things that bring us into a conflict with the Lord's interests, which seemingly 
cannot be put off. 

In order for us to be in this “overcoming” relationship with Him, the Lord requires the 
“right” and the “priority” to our time.  When He deals with us, we must overcome all other 
interests and activities.  We must say “no” to things in order to say “yes” to Him.  This may 
be very costly, as it cuts across all the human drives within us. 

Although the price of saying yes to the Lord is great, the price of saying no is greater 
still.  Gradually, we will learn that it will cost us far less to say “yes” to the Lord than to say 
“no.”  Only then will we become the overcomer whom the Lord will lift into His higher 
purpose. 

Notice, that there is a progression, which leads into the place where the Lord would have 
us. 

“I stand and knock” -         Attention 

“If any man” -                      Opportunity 

“Hear” -                                Perception 

“My voice” -                         Recognition 

“And open the door” -        Response 

“I will come into him” -      Communion 

The “manifest presence” of the Lord is available to those who will respond in obedience to 
His desire to commune with them. 

“Come, My beloved, let us go forth into the field; let us lodge in the villages. Let us get up 
early to the vineyards; let us see if the vine flourish, whether the tender grape appear, 
and the pomegranates bud forth: there will I give you My loves.”  Song of Solomon 7:11-12 

Now, we are ready to enter into a cooperative relationship with our Lord -  “let us go 
(together).”  Apart from His manifest presence in our lives, nothing else will ever satisfy or 
be fulfilling.  We were created for this. 
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FOUR WAYS TO LOSE GOD’S PRESENCE 
Walter Beuttler 

 I felt that I would like to point out to you and comment a bit on four ways of losing God’s 
presence.  I’ll enumerate them for you first so you’ll know which way we’re going, and then 
I’ll go back to each one. 

1)       Loss of our consecration 

2)      Disobedience 

3)      Substitution 

4)      Neglect 

I am not suggesting there aren’t any others, but these are four we are going to use based on 
the Word of God. 

Turning first of all to the Book of Judges 16:4-5, 16-20. 

“And it came to pass afterward, that he loved a woman in the valley of Sorek, whose 
name was Delilah. And the lords of the Philistines came up unto her, and said unto her, 
Entice him, and see wherein his great strength lieth, and by what means we may prevail 
against him, that we may bind him to afflict him; and we will give thee every one of us 
eleven hundred pieces of silver.”  Judges 16:4-5 

Obviously, these Philistines valued Samson.  Otherwise, they would not have paid such an 
immense sum in order to get at his strength. 

“And it came to pass, when she pressed him daily with her words, and urged him, so that 
his soul was vexed unto death; that he told her all his heart, and said unto her, There hath 
not come a razor upon mine head; for I have been a Nazarite unto God from my mother’s 
womb; if I be shaven, then my strength will go from me, and I shall become weak, and be 
like any other man. And when Delilah saw that he had told her all his heart, she sent and 
called for the lords of the Philistines, saying, Come up this once, for he hath showed me all 
his heart.  Then the lords of the Philistines came up unto her, and brought money in their 
hand. And she made him sleep upon her knees; and she called for a man, and she caused 
him to shave off the seven locks of his head; and she began to afflict him, and his strength 
went from him. And she said, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson.  And he awoke out of 
his sleep and said, I will go out as at other times before, and shake myself.  And he wist 
not that the Lord was departed from him.”  Judges 16:16-20 
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All of us, I think, know the story of Samson.  Notice here this word “enticed.” She enticed 
him and got him into a place where the man told her all his heart.  Basically, what we have 
here is this: 

Samson lost the secret of his consecration. 

He was a Nazarite.  As a Nazarite, he had to meet certain conditions.  He could not drink 
wine; he could not eat grapes; he could not eat raisins - not even raisin pie; he had to let the 
locks of his hair grow, and in those days, that was a reproach, a sign of reproach.  A Nazarite 
had to bear reproach for the Lord’s sake. 

This Delilah so pressed upon this man that finally he gave away the secret of his 
power.  Now there are things I do not understand.  Why did this man trifle with the secret of 
his power?  She said, “Samson, the Philistines be upon thee.”  Then she did it a second time, 
and she did it a third time.  Why that man did not come to his senses, I don’t know.  Perhaps 
the man was so overwrought that the man, in spite of the fact that he saw he was 
gravitating toward trouble, could not muster sufficient strength to get out of that place and 
run for his life.  He played along and played along; he gravitated toward disaster. 

About a year or two ago I watched a movie on Samson and Delilah on TV.  I’ve often seen it 
advertised over the years, but I don’t go to the movies, but when they showed it on TV, I 
thought, “I’ll just see what this is all about.” 

I was amazed at the reproduction of the times in those days.  It was an education of the 
times in which this story took place.  They showed how Samson was finally robbed of his 
power.  Eventually he was pulling at the mill and the lords of the Philistines were laughing 
and drinking, making fun over Samson. 

Delilah stood by, and you actually could tell she was very remorseful after what she had 
done.  Here was the king of the Philistines, and other kings had come and laughed about 
Samson.  Delilah stood not far away and said to this king, “Well, your army has finally 
conquered Samson.” 

The king said very gravely, “No, my army didn’t, you did.” 

That thing was so impressive.  I’ll never forget it.  An army of warriors could not defeat 
Samson; she did. 

You know as well as I do that many a ministry has been wrecked, many a home broken up 
by a similar enticement.  They are all over and all over the world.  It seems that Satan is 
especially anxious to get at the ministry if he possibly can, because if he can drag down a 
minister, he’s going to drag down many other people who have put their confidence in 
him.  These Delilah’s are all over. 
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I sat in Rio de Janeiro at the sidewalk café drinking what they call down there a guala 
naught, a sharp drink made from berries.  I like it very much.  I was just sitting there.  A lady 
walked along, and she spotted me, because you know, an American stands out like a sore 
thumb.  An American is recognized anywhere. 

She walked up and said, “How do you do, Mr. American?” 

“Fine,” I answered.  I knew right away what was up.  Don’t you kid yourself.  I’m no fool.  I 
knew right away what she was after, but I played along and said, “Fine.” 

“How do you like Rio de Janeiro?” she asked. 

“Fine,” I said. “Been here before?” 

“Oh yes, many times.” “Are you alone?” “Yes.” 

“Are you married?” “Yes.” 

“Are you staying at a hotel?” “Yes.” 

“Which one?” 

I said, “Oh, now wait a minute, lady.  Here is where we stop.  How about it?” 
She said, “Oh, I thought maybe you were lonesome and I could keep you company for a 
night.” 
I said, “No, I’m not lonesome, and I don’t need company - not with you.” 
Those things happen all the time and many, many a minister has stories to tell along these 
lines.  But students, we need to watch our consecration.  Our consecration may not be lost 
just along these lines.  There are other lines, but let’s look at Samson. 

Here was Samson, and they took the secret of his power from him.  Now notice: he said, “I 
will go out as at other times before and shake myself.”  Well, he shook himself, and his 
shook was an empty shook.  He went through the same format, the same formula, “I’ll 
shake myself, and he wist not that the Lord was departed from him.” 

I would say we have here - the suggestion at least - that it’s possible to lose the presence 
without knowing it until it is needed.  We Pentecost can get into the format, hanging onto 
mere formulas, without actually having the power to affect any results. 

When I was seeking the Baptism, I was under the power lying on the floor.  You know we 
used to have that in Pentecost.  I haven’t seen it in many years.  I know there were days 
when the power of God shook people, knocked them off their seats down on the floor.  I’ve 
had it many times.  We’ve had it in school in the earlier days, not recent years. 
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These two ladies worked on me.  They wanted to give me the Baptism.  Well, they had a lot 
of “shook,” but nothing in their “shook.” One pounded my chest: bang, bang, bang, bang, 
“Bring it up, brother, bring it up, bring it up,” bang, bang, bang, bang.  I wish I had: my 
supper, that is, bring it up.  I didn’t want to bring anything up, I wanted to be filled. 

One of them took hold of my Adam’s apple, began to look for it and squeeze around my 
throat and said, “Brother, now say, Ga, ga, ga, ga, goo, goo, goo, goo.” 

I felt like saying, “Cock a doddle do o o o o!” 

They were shouting tongues in my ear; they rubbed me; they massaged me; they did 
everything.  Finally, I was so disgusted; I got up and walked home.  I know what they were 
trying to do, but I don’t know what they thought. 

You know God may have uses for the laying on of hands with the power of God flowing 
through our hands healing people, baptizing people.  I have seen ministers go through what 
they used to have, “Hallelu ug ug ug ug,” and what have you, and it’s a bunch of blub, blub, 
blub, blub. 
Once there was the power, now there is the shake, the form, the format.  We can lose the 
presence without being aware of it.  We will surely lose it by losing our consecration, the 
secret of His presence. 
Let’s go to I Samuel 16:14, and here I’ll need a little more time perhaps.  Here is something 
tragic.  The other is tragic too. 

Maybe I should add something.  It came to mind, but I thought to bypass it.  I had a very 
godly pastor, and he said to me, “Brother Beuttler, the devil tries to get the ministry anyway 
he can.” 

He told me this story: 

I was sitting in my study with the door open toward the street.  It was a hot day.  A woman 
came in to get some counselling.  (You know, there’s a great place for counselling, but 
counselling sessions can be extremely dangerous.) And she came for counselling, and lo and 
behold, she jumped up, sat on his lap, put her arm around his neck and said, “Preacher, I’ve 
come to make you fall.  How about it?” 

He said, “I shook her off like a snake and chased her out of the house.”  He commented, 
“Brother Beuttler, just think, if somebody had walked past the house with the door open, and 
had seen this at the right moment.” 

Whew! My, the risks there are in the ministry!  It’s an unpleasant subject, and I want to 
shun it, but I’m not getting away with it. 
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I was walking along a street in France.  I like to go for walks.  And I was meandering up 
toward the central railroad station.  All of a sudden, a woman came along and hooked me 
here in my right arm, gave me a hook - and brother, she could hook!  I turned, of course, 
and knew right away who she was, you understand.  Well, I tried to pull my arm out and 
couldn’t.  She had me in a vice.  I tried to keep walking, and she walked right with me as 
though we belonged together.  That would never do, you know.  I used on her what I have 
used every so often on men as well as with women (you get it both ways).  I used the 
German equivalent to our “Enie, menie, minie, mo,” and rapidly said it in German, and she 
looked stunned and let go. I have used that and it has never failed to work, except once with 
an Arab boy in Algeria.  A little shoeshine fellow that pestered me - and they’re 
rascals.  Don’t you get your shoes shined?  Take your own shoeshine business with you if 
you want to know what’s good for you. 
 

“What’s wrong with that?” you may say. 
“You’ll find out.” An American got his shoes shined in Cairo and the fellow charged him 
$5.00. 
You’d say, “Well, I just wouldn’t pay.” You’ll pay all right, and you’d be glad to.  They have a 
way of making you pay gladly.  GLADLY! 
That little fellow had liquid shoe polish.  He stood back, took the cap off and said, “Mr. 
American, would you rather pay me $5.00 or have me throw this liquid shoe polish on your 
nice suit?” 
He paid $5.00 - gladly.  They’ll do it.  Don’t kid yourself. 
So with one of those boys is the only time this didn’t work.  But there in France, I was 
concerned.  I was known there.  I thought, “What if somebody went by in a car or a streetcar 
and saw us two just at the right moment, me having one of those street women on my arm 
walking several steps?” 

So in church that afternoon, I said to the people, “I want to tell you what happened to me in 
your nice city,” and I told the whole story just in case some (let’s say ladies) didn’t go by in a 
car and say, “Oh, Oh look, quick look.  Did you see it?  We saw him with our very own 
eyes.  Would you believe it? What is this world coming to?” So I told the whole thing. 

Of all the things you’re up against.  The devil is after the ministry, and you better believe it. 

Let’s go back to Samuel.  I should have told you that before, but I didn’t want to. 

“But the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the Lord troubled 
him.”  I Samuel 16:14 

First of all, I have to try and satisfy you theologians; I mean, you students.  “Now Brother 
Beuttler, what does that mean: An evil spirit from the Lord troubled him?” 
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I’m not bothering with that, but I’m going to give you what I think, so at least your curiosity 
is appeased for the present.  I think we have two possible explanations.  I’ll give you both, 
then I’ll give you the one toward which I lean. 
 
1) You can take that to mean that God deliberately sent an evil spirit to Saul to trouble him. 

2) My personal feeling is that this spirit was trying to get at Saul right along (He was the 
anointed of the Lord), but couldn’t because of the anointing.  But when God removed His 
Spirit, the man was open, and God did not intervene.  He allowed the spirit the freedom, 
and in this sense, I think we have these words: 

“An evil spirit from the Lord troubled him.” 

We’d be fools to argue over this, but I personally prefer this latter view. 

So now the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul.  It’s a terrible thing to lose the presence of 
God.  He lost the presence because of disobedience. 

Take Samuel 13:13-14 for instance: 

“And Samuel said to Saul, Thou hast done foolishly; thou hast not kept the commandment 
of the Lord thy God, which he commanded thee; for now would the Lord have established 
thy kingdom upon Israel forever. But now thy kingdom shall not continue; the Lord hath 
sought him a man after his own heart, and the Lord hath commanded him to be captain 
over his people, because thou hast not kept that which the Lord commanded thee.”  I 
Samuel 13:13-14 

What happened was the disobedience of Saul.  One year, the Lord gave me two definitions: 

 1) of pride, and 2) of disobedience. 

What the Lord gave me for pride was this: pride is the deification of self, self-
deification.  You know, pride is a terrible thing in the sight of God, because when we are 
proud, we’re becoming our own deity, and that infringes on the deity of God. 

You have heard or read of Madam Guyon, the French mystic (she’s called at least) who 
knew God so well.  She was rated the most beautiful woman in Paris.  The men loved to give 
her a second look.  The ladies envied her beauty, and she admired it.  But she was a very 
spiritual woman, and kept seeking the Lord, and realized that her pride of face was 
hindering her in her spiritual development.  She asked the Lord to take away her pride, but 
her pride would not go. 
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One day she challenged God, “God, do You mean to tell me that You are not strong enough 
to take this pride out of my heart?” And the Lord heard it.  Madam Guyon came down with 
smallpox.  Her face was full of pox.  Her friends told her what salve to use to save her 
face.  She said, “I’m not using any salve; I’m not saving my face; God is answering my 
prayer.” 

She recovered, but her face was full of marks.  Her beauty was gone, but so was her 
pride.  She had no more reason to admire herself in the mirror. 

Pride is a terrible thing. 

We had a revival in school, and we were coming and going because the revival kept going all 
the time.  I came back to chapel, and sat on one end on the girl’s side.  I came in and just sat 
over there. 

One of the girls was sitting at the other end of the row of seats - nobody between us, and 
she was singing in other tongues.  It was beautiful.  I think she was the greatest singer we 
ever had.  Did that girl have a voice!  She could sing way up to K (someplace up there - I’m 
not a musician though I love music, but know nothing about it.)  Did she sing!  The chapel 
was quiet.  Everybody was listening to her, and so was I.  Oh could that girl sing! 

And the Lord spoke to me, “I want you to go over to Susie (not her real name), and tell her 
that her singing is an abomination in My sight.”  

Whew! 

I said, “Lord, I can’t do that.  I have a good relationship with the students, and she has never 
done anything to me.  That’s a terrible thing to do.” 
A second time He said, “I want you to go over and tell her that her singing is an abomination 
in My sight.” 
I said, “God, I can’t do that to that girl.”  She was one of those nice kids, you know.  She’d 
get cookies from home from her Mom, knock at my door, “Come in,” I’d say. 
“Brother Beuttler, got some cookies.  Would you like some?” 
I’d say, “Sure, I’ll take the whole box.  How about it?” You know, that kind of a kid. 
“God, and I should tell her that?” I said.  The Lord dealt with me, and I finally 
acquiesced.  When I wanted to go over, she was gone.  Oh, I felt bad.  I said, “Father, forgive 
me.  I’m going to go up to the office, and if You will bring her my way, I will obey.” 
I walked up, and down the hall comes Susie.  We passed outside my office door.  I said, 
“Susie, would you mind stepping in my office a moment.  I have something to tell you.” 

And she said so nicely, “Certainly, Brother Beuttler,” in such a nice way.  Now I felt all the 
worse.  If she had only demurred, but she was so accommodating. We went and shut the 
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door.  She stood here; I stood there.  I looked her in the eye and said nothing.  I guess she 
wondered.  I thought, “Oh brother, that’s awfully hard, isn’t it?” 
 
I said, “Susie, the Lord wants me to tell you that your singing in chapel is an abomination in 
His sight.”  I said no more.  And that girl looked at me as though lightening had struck her. 
I could feel her think, “Brother Beuttler, you, of all people! What have I ever done to you?” 
What could I do? 
Her head came down and that girl began to weep.  She broke out into terrible sobs that I 
hear for the rest of my life.  Oh brother!  Her nose started to run, so I gave her my 
handkerchief.  I told you I always have a clean handkerchief in school. 

She took it and wept into it.  Oh brother!  That girl wept.  Her whole body heaved.  I could 
have put my arm around that girl’s shoulder.  I could have and said to her, “I’m so sorry, 
what can I do?” but you can’t do that. 

There she was, blowing her nose, sobbing.  And then she went that way all the way down 
the hall to the girl’s dorm, crying and sobbing the whole way.  And I stood outside the door 
and watched the girl walk down like that. Whew!  What a job this school business is, and 
obedience to God. 

She was the favourite singer.  She was the soloist; she was in duets, in threeets, in fourets, 
in fivets, whatever ets there was, she was in it.  She sang no more, and to her credit, she 
never told what happened.  Neither did I. 

“Susie, will you sing a solo?”  “No,” she would answer. 

“Why not?”  “I’m not singing anymore,” she answered. 

“What happened?” “Don’t ask me,” she said. 

That girl refused to sing for about three months.  I had chapel service, and the Lord laid it 
upon my heart to ask her to sing a solo.  So I looked her up and said, “Susie, I have chapel 
tomorrow, and I’d like you to sing a solo for us.” 

She said, “Me?” as though saying, “After what you said, you’re asking me?” (She didn’t say 
that, that’s how I felt.)  She only said, “Me?” 

So I said, “Yes, you.” 

Her head dropped.  She paused a bit and said, “I’ll sing.” And she sang. 
School was out very shortly after that.  During the summer I received a letter from her: 
Dear Brother Beuttler, 
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I want to thank you for your faithfulness to God and to me for when I was singing in chapel, I 
was not singing for the glory of the Lord, I was singing to have folk admire my voice.  I knew 
everybody was listening in admiration while I enjoyed their admiration.  For some time 
pride had begun to build up in my heart, and I sang for my own glory.  What you said made 
me realize the state I was in.  God humbled me, and broke me, and took the pride out of my 
heart. 

I went to the radio station and asked them to cut for you a 12-inch record on which I’m 
singing for you your favourite hymns. 

Your grateful student, Susie 

She came back again the next year and was used again in singing, but her pride was 
gone.  What a price for obedience! 
Saul lost the presence because of disobedience, and I almost disobeyed the Lord.  Who 
wants to treat a student that way?  And yet, what are you going to do? 
I want to go to the fourth way to lose the presence of the Lord (Neglect) found in Luke 
2.  You understand, we’re dealing here with the principle? 
 
“And when he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem after the custom of the 
feast.  And when they had fulfilled the days, as they returned, the child Jesus tarried 
behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph and his mother knew not of it.  But they, supposing him 
to have been in the company, went a day’s journey; and they sought him among their 
kinfolk and acquaintance.  And when they found him not, they turned back again to 
Jerusalem, seeking him.  And it came to pass, that after three days they found him in the 
temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them 
questions.”  Luke 2:42-46 

Now here you have a strange situation: 

The most unlikely parents (the parents of Jesus), lost the most unlikely son (the Son of God), 
in the most unlikely place (the temple), on a most unlikely day (their greatest religious 
holiday, the Day of Atonement).  The most unlikely people lost the most unlikely son in the 
most unlikely place on the most unlikely day.  How come? 

Sure, they did not want to lose their son.  They loved their son, but there’s only one answer 
- neglect.  They were so preoccupied with meeting friends with the holiday season; they 
noticed his absence, but weren’t worried; they supposed him to be in the company, but he 
wasn’t.  It was a religious holiday, and you’d think on a religious holiday, they wouldn’t lose 
their son, but they did. 
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That’s what happened to me in Bible school.  I was in Bible school in 1927, and we had four 
weeks of special meetings with Brother Macalister.  The school was connected with the 
church, and we had four weeks of meetings.  We students were asked to attend classes, do 
our assignments, be in every service every night, and be at the altar dealing with people.  I 
had wished many a time if I could have told that faculty what a big mistake they made. 

I had a wonderful fellowship with God, and it was noticed by the school and the faculty, and 
that is the truth.  In chapel services, the Lord would give me a message; we’d get an 
outpouring of the Spirit that even the faculty took notice, but it came out of my devotional 
life. 

The four weeks of special meetings robbed me of my relationship with the Lord.  There were 
too many classes, too many assignments, too many hours with too much to do.  When the 
campaign was finished, for me it was a pain in the camp.  I had lost what I had before, 
because we were so dog-tired.  How could we keep up with the studies and be in church 
every night and at the altar?  And you better be there!  It’s something I shall never forget, 
but things were such you couldn’t say a word, of course.  You simply had to suffer.  It took 
me a long time to regain what I had lost in those special meetings because the pressures 
were too great. 
 
Now here, the parents of Jesus lost their boy, I would say, through neglect.  They did not pay 
sufficient attention to their boy, and after a while, he was gone. 
One way we can lose the presence of God is through neglect; neglect of the Lord, sacrificing 
our devotions for study, skipping in our personal devotional life. 
How often I had warned in school not to crowd the students with so much studies, 
assignments and research that we squeeze their devotional life out of them.  And I have 
seen it happen.  We can be so preoccupied, whether in school or out of school; it’s so with 
ministers; it’s so with missionaries.  They get so busy with so many things that this personal 
relationship suffers, things begin to encroach, and very slowly, the presence begins to 
subside until it is gone. 
In summary, I would suggest to you tonight four ways to lose the presence: 
 

1) Losing our consecration - How jealously we need to maintain that consecration and not 
lose the secret of the presence of God. 

2) Disobedience - Now I’ll give you the other definition.  Disobedience is the rejection of the 
throne rights of God.  I think disobedience is probably the greatest of all sins. 

By the disobedience of one man, all the human race fell; by the obedience of one Christ, the 
whole human race was saved, that is to say, provision was at least made. 
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If you can picture God sitting on the throne: Disobedience is pushing God off His throne and 
seating ourselves on His throne in His place.  Disobedience is the rejection of the throne 
rights of God.  That’s what it is.  That’s what the Lord gave me, and I think you can see that. 

Consequently, God cannot tolerate disobedience, rebellion against His sovereignty.  As in 
the case of Saul, persistence in disobedience will surely rob us of the presence of God. 

3) Substitution - Allowing other things to creep into our lives. 

When I was in Bible school, I had a girlfriend.  The Lord had warned me against the 
relationship.  The girl was a top girl and students said, “We sure admire your taste.” Well, I 
did too. 
Her parents thought that I was everything.  In fact, as far as they were concerned, the sun 
was rising and setting on Beuttler.  But inside the Lord dealt with me not to go through with 
this thing.  The Lord had warned me in a dream. 
In the dream there was a terrible open sore on my shoulder that was draining my life.  I 
looked at it, and woke up, and knew that this relationship was draining my spiritual 
life.  Nothing was wrong in it, but just the fact of its existence. 
I knelt one night before the Lord and said, “God, what is wrong with me?” 
And the Lord gave me a scripture right in here (pointing to stomach area), “Oh that thou 
hast harkened to my commandments, then would thy peace be like a river.” 
 
It had cost me that wondrous presence of God.  I had such a lovely relationship with the 
Lord, but I was taken up now with something else.  And still I wouldn’t give in. 
We went to New York City to a ten-day evangelistic service with Brother Wigglesworth.  She 
and I were sitting up in the gallery where we had a little privacy.  Oh, you don’t 
understand?  Well, good for you.  They had long benches there, and we were sitting at one 
corner; she in the corner, I next to her.  Wigglesworth was preaching.  He stopped, and gave 
a message in tongues.  As he gave the message in tongues, I knew inside instinctively, 
“Something is coming for me,” and it so scared me that I left her sit, and slid up the bench to 
the other side, and I sat there and let her sit over there.  I didn’t understand it, but I knew it 
had to do with her. 

Then he came out with the interpretation.  And that man came out with exactly what was 
going on in my heart.  And after he got done about submitting to the will of God, he said, 
“This message is for a young man in this audience tonight whom God has called.”  That did 
it! 

But that continued involvement - and I knew it was out of the will of God - gradually drained 
me of the presence of God, and it did not get restored until I had said, “Sorry, we just can’t 
continue.  The Lord just isn’t in it.” 
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How careful we have to be not to let things creep in that are out of harmony to the purpose 
of the will of God. 
 
4) Neglect - neglecting our devotion, neglecting the Lord, simply being so preoccupied with 
things that we pay little attention to the Lord. 
Now in closing, I want to take you to I Chronicles 15. 

“And David made him houses in the city of David, and prepared a place for the ark of God, 
and pitched for it a tent.”  I Chronicles 15:1 

I wish I had an hour for this, but I don’t.  David was a great lover of the presence of God.  He 
prepared a place.  In making a place for the ark of God, he made a place for the presence, 
because as you know, the presence of God was there between the cherubim of the 
ark.  David made a place.  Folkses, we need to be careful to make a place, to make room for 
the presence in our lives. 
Last night I couldn’t get to sleep till at least 1:00 a.m.  At 3:00 o’clock, I was awakened with a 
very heavy presence and Spirit of intercession.  Even though I needed sleep so badly (and 
I’m dreadfully tired tonight because I didn’t have enough sleep), I knew it was time to be up 
and sit in the Lord’s presence. 
It’s a case of making room for the presence of God. 
 
Our lives become so cluttered with so many things that little by little the presence of God in 
our lives becomes displaced through sheer clutter.  We need to unclutter our lives; remove 
a lot of the things that don’t matter; that occupy our time, our attention, our hearts, and 
make room for the presence of God - pitch a tent for it.  The presence of God needs 
protection against the encroachment of people and things that would disturb it. 
 
Today, I was somewhere around here and had a heavy presence in my spirit, and somebody 
was going to ask some questions and talk, and I just didn’t respond much.  I did not want to 
be drawn out because I had to put a shield over that intercessory prayer in here (pointing to 
stomach). 
You know, there are secrets here that are terrific. 
I was going out west one year, and stopped off in Ohio where I saw a schoolmate of mine, 
Brother Emery.  He was our recent president in school.  He said to me, “Oh, I wish I had 
known you were coming this way.  I would have arranged for you to speak.  As it is, we have 
the superintendent.” 
Well I was glad.  So we had the meeting.  That was all right, and then we had lunch.  Brother 
Emery sat in front of me, and we were chatting.  While he talked, I noticed inside a little 
presence, not strong, but noticeable.  I recognized it as a signal - the Lord attracting my 
attention.  So right away, I spread a tent over it.  Now I’m giving you here, a secret of the 
presence, one of them; the secret of the anointing. 
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Instead of talking freely, right away, I cut conversation.  I let him do the talking.  I cut back 
with my words to near silence with only a yes and no answer.  I did not volunteer; I shielded 
this presence.   And it got stronger.  I knew something was up. 
 
Brother Emery kept talking, and he never knew, and doesn’t know to this day.  The Lord’s 
presence got stronger, and He dropped a scripture in there, and the scripture was, “The Lord 
will give strength unto His people; the Lord will bless His people with peace,” and I knew I 
was going to speak that day.  I didn’t tell him that.  He was the leader, but I didn’t tell him. 
When I saw that the Lord gave me a scripture, and the thing began to bud and unfold, I said, 
“Brother Emery, I wonder if you would be so good and excuse me.  I just feel that the Lord 
would like me to be alone.”  That was all right. 

I walked into the woods.  As I did, this thing grew and grew, and I had a message.  I knew I 
was going to speak, but the superintendent was scheduled, so I went to the meeting. 
Brother Emery said, “Brother Beuttler, come and sit with us.” 
“All right,” I said and sat with them.  It doesn’t matter where you sit.  They were singing.  He 
was leading.  They were singing, singing, singing.  I knew they were marking time. 
Finally he said, “Now folks, we have to sing until the superintendent comes.” 
I thought, “You’ll sing forever.  He won’t be here.” But I didn’t tell him that. 
They kept on singing.  Then came a telegram, “Unable to arrive due to circumstances beyond 
my control.” 
Brother Emery said, “I’m awfully sorry.  Here is the telegram.  Now we’re stuck for a 
preacher.  What are we going to do?” I said not a word.  Oh no! 
He said,  “Well, my schoolmate from CBI is here.  Brother Beuttler, do you think you could 
perhaps give us a little testimony?” 

I said, “Oh, I think so.” 

I’m not exaggerating, I turned to my scripture in Psalms 29 and read it, and the message 
flowed out like it were dipped in oil for about an hour and a quarter; the thing just flowed; 
the glory came down; hands went up.  We had a wonderful meeting, BUT I had covered the 
presence.  David spread a covering over the presence.  We need to shield the presence of 
God against the encroachment of things. 

As you know, we have a wonderful treasure in the presence of God, but it can be lost 
through lack of consecration, disobedience, substitution and neglect. 

May I say that in all we do, let’s be sure we make room for the presence of God in our lives, 
moving aside the clutter, the things that don’t matter, that there might be room for the 
presence.  And having the presence, spreading a tent over it, protecting the presence of God 
against the encroachment of things which would dissipate and cause it to be lost. 
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I trust the Lord will be able to say to you as well as to me, “My presence shall go with thee, 
and I will give thee rest.” 

Thank you very much for the privilege of being with you. It was a treat, not a treatment. 
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The Lord's Visit in the Night 
Walter Beuttler 

Now then I have been asked a number of questions.  They have to do with what to do when 
the Lord awakens you.  When you wake up and feel you want to spend time with the 
Lord.  What do you do? 
Well, I’m going to throw some light on that this morning.  I’ve felt this for several days.  So 
I’m going to talk to you on the Lord’s visits during the night seasons.  Obviously, this is for 
people who know God.  I’m not an evangelist.  You know that by now. 
Yesterday, Mrs. Beuttler and I were sitting up here in your lovely park by the Inter-
Continental Hotel.  We don’t stay there, nor eat there.  Their prices are out of this 
world.  But we go up to that park.  I was sitting there with the Bible and with the Lord.  Mrs. 
Beuttler enjoyed the flowers and the pigeons while I cooked a little meal for you. 
I do not believe I can finish that this morning, but there will be an evening.  So when the 
time comes, I’ll simply break it off.  We’ll continue this evening.  I’ll add some other 
things.  In the Psalm, David said: 
“Thou hast proved mine heart; thou hast visited me in the night; thou hast tried me, and 
shalt find nothing; I am purposed that my mouth shall not transgress.”  Psalm 17:3 

Now notice again, “Thou hast visited me in the night.”  I could almost guarantee that you 
hear very, very little preaching, if any, in this particular area.  There are all kinds of areas of 
truth that God assigns to different speakers, and to different of His prophets.  The Lord has 
assigned to me this particular area of communion of the things of the Spirit, things 
pertaining to the ministry.  But we’re not dealing with the ministry here. 
 
So here we have an established fact, that there is such a thing as the Lord visiting His people 
by night.  Those of you who heard me here in other years might recall that I have related, 
over the years, different visits of the Lord.  This is my 6th visit I think.  I’m aware, of course 
that most of you were not there.  But there is here the fact of the Lord visiting His people 
during the night. 
First of all, we need light on this subject.  Those of God’s people who have moved on in God, 
beyond the commonplace - you see, many Christians are satisfied with the commonplace of 
their religion, but there are others who are moving on in God, or want to move on, beyond 
the commonplace.  It is particularly to those that I am speaking this morning. 
 
We are using Psalm 8 now.  David was a great lover of God.  Those of you that were in 
Tauranga, in the Faith Bible College two years ago when I was there, might remember that I 
was speaking on sitting before the Lord.  That takes place during the night when we sit 
before the Lord. 
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“When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which 
thou hast ordained; What is man, that thou art mindful of him?  And the son of man, that 
thou visitest him?”  Psalm 8:3-4 
 
Here I put on my brief little note: The wonder of it!  What a wonder that the Lord should 
dain to visit His people.  Think of it!  The Lord visits His people.  I’ve spoken here in years 
back on the visits of the Lord. 
David gives the reason: “When I consider thy heavens (the stars of course), the work of thy 
fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained. What a wonder it is that such a 
great and omnipotent God should dain to visit people on earth.” 
When I was a young schoolboy, I believed neither in God or in the devil.  I just wouldn’t 
believe, but I loved astronomy and had studied the stars.  One night I went out on a hill in 
very cold weather during the winter - real cold.  I went out there in the wee hours.  Oh, say 
about 2:00-3:00 o’clock.  I went up on a hill outside the town and looked at the stars.  It was 
a bright, cold night, and I don’t think I had ever seen so many stars, before then or 
now.  My, there were stars. 
I looked at those stars, and remember saying out loud, “I don’t know if there is a God, and I 
don’t know if there is a devil, but one thing I know: some supernatural being must have 
made all these stars.”  That was the beginning of the Lord’s dealing with me.  I recognized 
the existence of a supernatural being by the things that are made.  So when David 
considered the stars, he said in amazement, “What is man; What is the son of man, that 
thou visiteth him?”  So the Lord does visit. 
 
Notice Psalm 18:28, “For thou wilt light my candle; the Lord my God will enlighten my 
darkness.”  I’m talking here of the need for light on this subject when God gives us the 
experience of visiting us by night. 
Now by the grace of the Lord this morning, and apparently tonight because of time, I want 
to light your candle, and give you a little candlelight in the dark.  When the Lord visits you 
during the night and awakens you from your sleep by a touch of His hand, by a Presence 
that wakes you up, or finds some other means, some of the questions I’ve had here, “What 
am I to do?”  Well, you need a candle.  We’re going to go to the Word to light our candle so 
we can see and understand the Lord’s visits in the night, and particularly what to do - how 
to respond. 
 
So we have this remarkable assurance, “Thou wilt light my candle; the Lord my God will 
enlighten my darkness.”  This now is a candle-lighting service.  I hope you brought your 
candle, an open heart, an uncritical spirit, a desire that reaches out after God, a desire for 
light on the subject.  The desire is your candle.  The Word will be the light.  May the Lord 
lighten our candle by His visit in the dark. 
Briefly in Psalm 119:105: This has to do with the source of that light.  I’ve already mentioned 
it, but I like to give you scripture for we’re basing these things on the Word, not on personal 
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experience.  Personal experience sees how it works, how it can be applied, that it is real, but 
the Word ever has to remain the basis and not the experience.  “Thy word is a lamp unto my 
feet, and a light unto my path.” 
We’re going to light this candle from the light of the Word of God.  The Word is God’s 
candle.  We’ll take our candle and touch His candle and take a little light from His Word so 
we can see and know what it is all about in the seasons of the night when the Lord visits His 
people. 
Now to the question, “What am I supposed to do?” 
Somebody said, “Brother Beuttler, I know the Lord awakened me, but I didn’t know what to 
do.”  Well now, let’s see.  King David said: 
 
“When I remember thee upon my bed, and meditate on thee in the night watches, 
because thou hast been my help, therefore in the shadow of thy wings will I 
rejoice.”  Psalm 63:6-7 
One activity here is meditation.  You know as well as I do that we’re living in a very - in the 
age of electronics.  People are losing the art of meditation.  This is a universal thing, 
especially in the western world.  Somehow people don’t seem to like to think 
anymore.  That’s true.  People want to have their thoughts thought by others.  People like 
others to do their thinking for them.  You find that throughout the world, especially the 
western.  People are losing the art of meditation, contemplation. 
We have our television.  Now you are lucky in one respect.  Unless I’m mistaken, you get 
television only from one channel.  Is that correct?  Well, in the States in our metropolitan 
centres, you have a dozen or more stations from which you can select anything.  You can get 
almost any kind of program you want.  If you don’t like one, you turn to the other.  If you 
don’t like that, you turn again.  Like New York City, you get a basket full of stations.  The 
result is that people, instead of thinking and meditating, and reading the Word, and 
contemplating God; they’ll turn to television. 
In many churches our Sunday night services are all but abandoned.  Why?  People are at 
home watching television.  You take a trans-Pacific flight: I go on a 10-11 hour non-stop 
flight.  All right, you have your meals and after a while it’s movie time.  Pull down the 
shades, now comes the movies.  And people sit there by the hour watching a lot of 
junk.  They want to be entertained. 
 
What a God-given opportunity to read and think, to review your life, to contemplate 
things.  That’s where I use my time for meditation, for waiting on the Lord, for reading the 
Word or even magazine, for sitting there and doing some thinking.  People don’t want to 
think.  They want to be entertained.  So you are lucky.  You have only one station.  In the 
States, you can turn to a dozen stations.  Here if you don’t like one program, you have to 
turn the thing off.  The best part of a television set is the switch to turn it off, especially in 
light of the junk you get - at least we at home. 
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Now then in the night watches: “When I remember thee upon my bed:” contemplating the 
Lord, meditating on Him.  Look what he says, “Because thou hast been my help,” reviewing 
for instance, what God has done for us.  Reviewing His great works on our behalf, David 
meditated on the Lord in the night watches. 
He didn’t get up at 1:00 o’clock and say, “Well now, I’m awake. What shall I do?  I’ll go to 
the television set and watch the late show.”  I don’t know what you have, but we have the 
evening show; we have the late show; we have the late, late show; we have the late, late, 
late show.  And now halfway through the morning, programs are still going on.  Well, David 
did some meditating.  Notice Psalm 1:1-3: 
 
“Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the 
way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.  But his delight is in the law of the 
Lord; and in his law doth he meditate day and night.  And he shall be like a tree planted by 
the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; 
and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.”  Psalm 1:1-3 
 
Do you notice in passing, how people deteriorate in their relationship with God?  First, you 
have walking, then you have standing, then you have sitting.  First we walk with the 
sinners.  Then we stand with them, and finally we sit with them.  We’re one of them. 
“And in his law doth he meditate day and night.”  What better thing to do at night than to 
contemplate the Lord and to meditate in His Word?  David used the night season to 
meditate on the Lord and His Word.  Psalm 119:55 gives us another activity related to this: 
“I have remembered thy name, O Lord, in the night, and have kept thy law.” 
 
David remembered His name during the night.  Now to think upon the name of the Lord is 
to think upon what God is.  His name is what He is.  His name is His character.  In other 
words, if we could invent (which is impossible) one word, which in one word would embody 
the sum total of all that God is.  If all that God is could be put into one word, that’s His 
name.  In the Bible, the Lord has many names.  The reason the Lord has many names in the 
Bible is that the Lord is so much that there is not one name that could possibly be a 
descriptive name of what He is.  When we call upon His name, we call upon the 
characteristics and attributes of God.  I’d like to turn to Isaiah 50:10: 
“Who is among you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of his servant, that 
walketh in darkness, and hath no light?  Let him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay 
upon his God.”  Isaiah 50:10 
Look here: There is such a thing in our Christian experience as going through a period of 
darkness when misfortune has befallen us, sorrow has touched us, trouble has come our 
way, and we are unable to account for or find our way through it.  I have heard it preached, 
“Folks, if you are obeying the Lord and walk with God, you’ll never be in the dark.” 
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Folkses (that’s a Beuttlerism you know), that just is not so. Job was a choice saint of God, 
and God said so.  He was a man that feared God, stayed away from evil, was an outstanding 
and righteous man, and he was in thick darkness for over a year with the things that had 
befallen him. 
But look here, look at who these scriptures address, “Who is among you (you), that feareth 
the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of his servant, that walketh in darkness, and hath no 
light?”  Here you have a situation, a believer in God, who fears God, obeys God, and yet has 
trouble.  In fact, it is true (though I cannot develop this), that there are people who are 
going through severe trouble, not because they failed God, but because they had walked 
with God.  Job is an example. 
 
The devil gets their eyes on them.  Now what is such a person to do?  Let him trust in the 
name of the Lord, in what God is.  And when we go, as it were, through deep waters and the 
Lord visits us in the night, awakes us in the night in one way or another, what are we going 
to do?  Oh let him contemplate the name of the Lord - what He is: He’s good, He’s faithful, 
He’s righteous, He is a thousand and one things.  The night season is a good time for 
thinking upon His name. 
In Psalm 16:7, the night is also for instruction.  We learn things in the night that we don’t 
learn, or are likely to learn, at any other time. 
 
“I will bless the Lord, who hath given me counsel; my reins also instruct me in the night 
seasons.”  Psalm 16:7 
Now this word reins is a difficult word in the Hebrew.  It really means my kidneys, but in 
those earlier years, the kidneys were regarded as the seat of our personality.  We know 
better now.  What David is saying is that during the night, God gives me instruction, and I 
learn things from my own contemplation, from my own spirit.  My own spirit will teach me 
during the night.  I’ve received from the Lord many instructions during the night.  So did 
Jesus. 
Remember last Sunday?  “The Lord God hath given me the tongue of the learned. He 
wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth my ear as things that are taught.”  The Lord 
instructs us during the night. We learn from our own spirit. We see things more clearly often 
during the night when we can concentrate on one thing or another. I’m moving rapidly 
trying to cover as much as I can.  I’ll see what I can do.  In Psalm 42:8 we read, “Yet the Lord 
will command his lovingkindness in the daytime, and in the night his song shall be with me, 
and my prayer unto the God of my life.”  “His song shall be with me.”  Now we’ll turn to Job 
for a minute. 
 
“But none saith, where is God  my maker, who giveth songs in the night.”  Job 35:10 
Folkses, there are times when during the night God gives us a song.  Have you ever 
experienced this?  “Who giveth songs in the night.”  I had one the other night.  I can’t go 
into detail, I suppose, but I got a song from the Lord during the night that changed my 
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attitude toward the person.  I told Wife in the morning, “I have to take a different attitude 
toward that person. The Lord gave me a song.”  It was a strange song for the occasion and I 
wondered what to make of it.  Then I made the connection. 
I had an attitude toward a person, though not totally wrong, was nevertheless, tarnished by 
wrong.  I would say, at least contrary to Him.  That song taught me to modify my attitude, 
and consequently, my action. 
During the night He gives us songs of worship, songs of David.  I was up with the Lord one 
night while we were here, and I was sitting there and happened to think about my 
itinerary.  I had a question.  Should I, or should I not stop in a certain place.  At once, a song 
rose up, “Publish glad tidings, tidings of peace,” and I knew right away I was to stop.  The 
Lord will guide you many times with a song.  He gives songs in the night. 
 
I was up also while I was here for a little while with the Lord, and I had questions in my mind 
about visiting a certain place.  It was another one.  In regards to that place, I wanted to 
know whether I had made a mistake.  That’s more accurate.  As I wondered, a song came 
up, “It is well with my soul.”  Do you have that here?  “It is well with my soul.”  Then I knew 
everything was all right. Leave it alone.  He giveth songs in the night.  If you only note that, 
you will discover many times the song is not simply there for a song, but to give us 
instructions by means of a song. 
One night I was awakened out of a deep sleep in the States, and I’m a poor sleeper, but I 
was in deep sleep that time.  I was awakened by a song that sang so, shall I say, loud.  I 
heard it sing in my spirit, and there it was.  The song woke me and the song was, “Up from 
the grave He arose.”  I knew what it meant: It’s time to get up.  That’s the school of the 
Spirit.  “Who giveth songs in the night.”  You watch that thing.  Many times I get these songs 
- by day too.  I get one very often.  Oh can I think of it?  I’m trying to hurry, and I’m not 
made for hurry. 
 
I can’t think of it.  It will probably come to me.  It’s a chorus the Lord often uses with me to 
alert me that’s He’s going to call on me with something later on.  Very often, it’s prayer or 
intercession.  The Lord uses songs by day.  He gives songs by night.  If it comes to me, I’ll 
weave it in. 
Turn to Ephesians 5:18-19 because the songs are not always a special message or for 
guidance.  Here is another purpose: 
“And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; Speaking to 
yourselves in Psalm and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your 
heart to the Lord.”  Ephesians 5:18-19 
The Lord, by His Spirit, puts into our hearts a melody by day or by night, and when you get it 
by night: Well, what will you do with this melody?  It doesn’t seem to be for guidance or 
anything.  What do you do with it?  Oh, (I’m trying to make up a word) melody it unto the 
Lord.  It doesn’t have to be loud, just let this thing sing aloud, and let it sing unto the Lord 
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like, “How Great Thou Art,” or whatever it is.  Just let this thing go around and around, and 
around and around, and around and around, “making melody in your heart to the Lord.” 
 
You don’t have to wake the family up and shout all over the place.  It doesn’t say make 
melody with your voice, although there’s a place for that, but “make melody in your heart to 
the Lord.”  So the Lord gives those songs.  Job knew it, “Who giveth songs in the night.” 
“With my soul have I desired thee in the night; yea, with my spirit within me will I seek 
thee early.”  Isaiah 26:9 
Now in the night, we let our desire go out toward the Lord, and you can sit that way.  Sitting 
is better than lying because with lying you’re very likely to go to sleep.  I have been up and 
knew I had to be up, and was so sleepy that I got out of my chair and stood against the wall 
keeping my head against the wall.  Even standing up like this, I fell asleep and fell forward 
and just caught myself at the last fraction of a second, but that was unusual.  The Lord kept 
me all night.  I went to bed at 11:00.  He awakened me at 11:45, and I had to stay up with 
Him all night.  During the night I said, “Lord, I’m so sleepy. Why do I have to stay up?” 
And He gave me an answer, “Because this is more necessary for you just now than your 
ordinary sleep.”  
 
Now God had a reason for that.  There is a connection with it, I cannot take time with, but 
you might just sit there and let your desire go out after Him, directing the desire of your 
heart toward Him.  Believe you me, God responds to that desire.  He may not do it 
immediately, but you just sit there desiring Him, seeking Him.  It speaks here of seeking Him, 
letting the heart go out after Him in the expectation of some kind of a response from the 
Lord at some time. 
These are some of the activities I want to continue this evening.  I’m breaking it off because 
I would ruin the next point for lack of time. 
 
So as far as we are concerned this morning, we just go back to Psalm 17:3: “Thou hast 
proved mine heart; thou hast visited me in the night.”  What is that proving?  The night 
proves how much we want Him. 
If we say, “Oh brother, 1:45, nix, not me,” and go back to sleep.  He’s proving us.  Proving 
what?  Proving whether He means more to us than our sleep, or whether our sleep means 
more to us than He, whether we are so interested in Him that we would not miss Him for 
anything. That’s right.  “Thou hast proved mine heart; thou hast visited me in the night.” 
Now I have tried hard to go as far as I could to light your candle.  I don’t know how many 
candles I have lit, but there is another opportunity this evening to light your candle, and 
light it again in case it goes out during the day. 
In the meantime, “What is man that thou art mindful of him; and the son of man that thou 
visiteth him. 
 
THE END 


