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MAIN POINT

Christ’s faithfulness to us redefines our faithfulness to one another.

INTRODUCTION

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

Have you ever experienced a time when you were disappointed in God because the circumstances you faced
were not what you expected? How was your faith  tested?

What did you learn from that experience?

Because we are sinners, we tend to let our circumstances dictate the level of our faithfulness. Christ, however, was
faithful to us at the cost of His own life. The reality of Christ’s persevering faithfulness should drive us to faithfully serve
Him and the people around us in all circumstances. Christ’s faithfulness to us ought to redefine our faithfulness to one
another.

UNDERSTANDING

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ RUTH 2:11-12.

What did Boaz recognize about Ruth? How did his actions provide for Ruth’s physical needs?

Boaz gave Ruth permission to take all she wanted from the field, and then he also took steps to preserve her health and
safety (see 2:8-9). His generosity was also motivated by what he saw in Ruth’s character. Boaz had heard the basic
account of Naomi and Ruth’s situation from his supervisor (see 2:6). Perhaps he also had used part of the day to make
further inquiries about them. It is clear, however, that Boaz was overwhelmed by Ruth’s courage, faithfulness, and
stamina. He knew how disconcerting it would have been for Ruth to come as an impoverished woman to a foreign land.
He also knew that she didn’t have to do this. Ruth could have gone back to her parents. Boaz recognized loyal love and
good character when he saw it.

What did Boaz ask the Lord to do for Ruth? Why is this significant, and what does it teach us about him?

How did Ruth’s faithfulness to Naomi (vv. 11-12,23) and Boaz’s faithfulness to Ruth (vv. 8-9,14-16) reflect
God’s faithfulness to His children?
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Boaz also desired that God show favor to Ruth. He pronounced a blessing on her. Boaz viewed Ruth’s turn to the Lord as
fully genuine, a faith demonstrated by her devotion to Naomi. Boaz understood that Ruth had cast herself into the hands
of One who was previously a foreign deity. Boaz affirmed that, in his view, Ruth was now part of the covenant people
and thus was under God’s protection. (Refer to the commentary for a brief description of 2:13–4:12.)

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ RUTH 4:13-17.

How is Ruth’s faithfulness celebrated? What is the point of this unusual birth announcement?

Although for 10 years in Moab, Ruth had been unable to bear a son for Mahlon, through the Lord’s direct intervention
she immediately conceived and bore a son for Boaz. The child would be a comfort for Naomi in her old age (literally,
“would sustain her grey hair”); he would be her family redeemer who would provide for her needs in her declining years.
He was named Obed, a short form of Obadiah, which means “servant of the Lord.” Though no one could bring back
Naomi’s husband or sons, now she had a daughter-in-law whom all recognized as “better to you than seven sons”—an
astonishing accolade in the ancient world.

Why do you think the story of Ruth concludes with a geneology of David?

Read Matthew 1:5. Ruth was one of only five women Matthew named in Jesus’ genealogy. Why is this
significant?

The story concludes with a linear genealogy linking the child, Obed, backward and forward. It traces his roots back to
Perez, the child born in Genesis 38 out of the dubious relationship between Judah and a foreign woman, Tamar. It also
traces his progeny on to King David, who is highlighted not simply because he was a great king but also because he was
the Lord’s answer for the anarchy of the days of the judges, in which this story took place (1:1). The genealogy thus
shows us that the Lord had been pursuing bigger plans than just bringing together two worthy individuals or restoring
the emptiness of a Judean widow. Their story formed part of the bigger plan to provide the Redeemer, Christ Jesus,
whom Israel needed.

Ruth stands out as an example of faithfulness, but her story ultimately points to a greater example—the faithfulness of
God. The events of Ruth’s life were a part of God’s bigger plan to provide the Redeemer, Christ Jesus, whom Israel
needed.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ RUTH 2 TIMOTHY 2:11-13.

As Ruth demonstrated, faithfulness is a perseverance in one’s relationship with God through the seasons of
life. How is faithfulness an active rather than a passive response to difficulties?

What were the incentives Paul focused on that allowed him to remain faithful to Christ regardless of
circumstance?

What does it mean to you that God remains faithful to you even when you are not faithful to Him?

The notion of perseverance presumes an active Christian life. No perseverance is necessary if we seclude ourselves from
the world and don’t spread the gospel. However, the calling to follow Jesus requires activity, thus endurance. In this final
trustworthy saying, Paul gives Timothy the incentive of enduring in faith to the end of our lives as he had modeled. We
can endure because the grace of Jesus (2:1) allows us to hold to this promise of eternal life with Him (2:12).

Verse 12 is a clear statement on the necessity of perseverance. As Jesus said, only the person who endures will be saved
(see Matt. 10:22). Verse 13 is a reminder of God’s preserving power and faithfulness. In this context, to deny Him
envisions a more serious offense than being faithless. To deny Him envisions apostasy, whereas “faithless” refers to a
lapse in trust, which is something every believer feels at some point.
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Why is dying to self an ongoing commitment we must make, rather than a one-time decision? How often do
you find yourself needing to die to self?

How do the two promises (vv. 11-12) inspire you to endure in the Christian faith?

APPLICATION

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

Read Hebrews 4:23. What does God’s faithfulness enable us to do?

How is your story like Naomi’s and Ruth’s story of how God cares?

The Book of Ruth is a wonderful story of God’s faithfulness. Where have you seen God faithfully at work in
your life in the past? Where do you need to trust His faithfulness now?

Faithfulness might not come with ease, but it does come with promises. What are some practical ways to
remember God’s promises when persevering in faith is difficult?

PRAY

Close in prayer for your group members to grow in experiencing and living in faithful love. Thank
God for the promises of His Word and the opportunity to study it together as the body of Christ.

 

COMMENTARY

RUTH 2:11-12

The death of a husband exhausted a daughter-in-law’s obligations, as Naomi herself had made clear (1:11). Yet Ruth had
remained with Naomi, leaving her own land and people, which meant entrusting her future to the favor of the deity of
the new land. Boaz asked the Lord, the God of Israel, to reward Ruth’s faithfulness to Naomi and to shelter her under His
protecting wings, as a mother bird shelters her young. Ruth responded with an expression of thanks for Boaz’s kind and
encouraging words to her, even though she had no claim on him, not even that of a maidservant in his employment.

RUTH 4:13-17

4:13-17. Although for 10 years in Moab, Ruth had been unable to bear a son for Mahlon, through the Lord’s direct
intervention she immediately conceived and bore a son for Boaz. The child would be a comfort for Naomi in her old age
(lit “would sustain her grey hair”); he would be her family redeemer who would provide for her needs in her declining
years. He was named Obed, a short form of Obadiah, which means “servant of the Lord.” Though no one could bring back
Naomi’s husband or sons, now she had a daughter-in-law whom all recognized as “better to you than seven sons”—an
astonishing accolade in the ancient world.

4:18-22. The story of Ruth ends on a surprising but climactic interpretive note. In the mind of the narrator, the historical
significance of the birth of Obed does not lie in the resolution he brings to the personal crises of the characters in this
book. Nor does he derive his significance from valorous deeds either of mercy or power. Neither the present narrator nor
any other Old Testament author writes any stories about him. On the contrary, the birth of Obed has historical
significance because he lives on and achieves his significance through the lives of his son Jesse and particularly his
grandson David.
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Through David the blessing of the male witnesses to the court proceedings (4:11) is fulfilled; Boaz’s name is “called out”
in Bethlehem. And through David the prayer of the female witnesses to the birth of Obed is fulfilled; Obed’s name is
“called out” in Israel. Indeed, to this day their names and the names of Naomi and Ruth are “called out” all over the
world as their story is read. In the providence of God the genuine piety of all the major characters is rewarded, and the
divine plan for Israel and her kings is fulfilled.

4 of 4


