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MAIN POINT

God’s faithfulness to His children means He can be trusted and always keeps His promises.

INTRODUCTION

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

Faithfulness is “the quality of being true, trustworthy, and reliable in all one’s dealings with others.” Is this a
quality our culture values? Think of some recent examples to support your answer.

Have you ever been disappointed in God because the circumstances you faced were not what you expected?
What did you think about Him during that time? How did it affect your faith in Him?

Another one of the characteristics of God for us to remember is His faithfulness. God’s faithfulness relates to His
trustworthiness and commitment to His children and the promises He has made them. Because God is faithful to us, we
are to be faithful to Him. True faithfulness, birthed in us by the Holy Spirit, is a perseverance with God through the
seasons of life, no matter what they bring.

UNDERSTANDING

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ PSALM 89:1-8.

What does the psalmist say he will sing and declare?

Why is faithfulness an important attribute for God to have?

How can we “declare” the Lord’s love and faithfulness, following the psalmist’s example?

Faithfulness emphasizes being true to one’s nature. The psalmist knew that because the Lord’s nature was truth itself,
He would not fail to make good on His promises to David. The particular promise mentioned in verses 3-4 was God’s
promise to make David’s throne last forever, which He accomplished through Jesus. The words love and faithfulness
occur seven times each in this psalm (see vv. 1,2,5,8,14,24,28,33,49). Because they accurately describe the Lord, God’s
people of every generation and every nation have reason to live hopefully, even when their circumstances are
discouraging and difficult. Like the psalmist, we can sing praises to the Lord and tell all who need a true word of hope
that the Lord’s love stands firm forever.
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How can the words of this psalm be a comfort during difficult and discouraging times?

The prophet Jeremiah knew something about facing difficulties in life. His prophetic messages from God were not well
received by the people of Jerusalem, which brought him much anxiety and sorrow. In Lamentations 3, Jeremiah
expressed his heartache in dealing with the burdens of being a prophet and his hope in the Lord’s faithfulness.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ LAMENTATIONS 3:21-33.

What does Jeremiah teach us about God’s faithfulness in this passage?

Describe a time of suffering when you learned that God’s mercy and faithfulness are as reliable as the sun
rising every morning (Lam. 3:23). How does this give you hope?

What “faithfulness” has the Lord shown you this week? How have you shown your love and gratitude to Him
in response?

This text teaches us that the only anchor for our soul is the nature and character of God. God is faithful to us. His
faithfulness does not always result in good things in our lives (which is our definition of faithfulness). Sometimes, things
just don’t make sense, but that doesn’t mean God isn’t faithful to us. The next passage from the apostle Paul gives us
additional promises that remind us of God’s faithfulness and how we are to respond to Him.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ 2 TIMOTHY 2:11-13.

Faithfulness is a perseverance in one’s relationship with God through the seasons of life. How is faithfulness
an active rather than a passive response to difficulties?

What were the incentives Paul focused on that allowed him to remain faithful to Christ regardless of
circumstance?

What does it mean to you that God remains faithful even when you are not faithful to Him?

How do the two promises (vv. 11-12) inspire you to endure in the Christian faith?

How is Jesus a reminder to us of God’s faithfulness?

In this trustworthy saying, Paul gives Timothy the incentive of enduring in faith to the end of life. We can endure
because God has proven His faithfulness to us through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. Through Jesus, we can
hold to the promise God has given us of eternal life with Him (2:12).

APPLICATION

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

Have you recently experienced discouraging or difficult times? What difference has the reality of God’s
faithfulness made in the way you faced this challenge?
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What are some verbs that describe your present level of faith? Why these?

How has your life changed as a result of your faith in God? What has your faith cost you?

This week, how can we use our personal experiences with God’s faithfulness to help those currently facing
hardship?

PRAY

Pray for a better understanding of God’s faithfulness. Thank God for the ultimate expression of His
faithful love—the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross. Also pray that once we understand God’s
faithfulness and trustworthiness, our lives will change.

COMMENTARY

PSALM 89

89:1. On faithful love, see note at 77:8.

89:2. The covenant significance of the verb built up is seen in 2 Samuel 7:5,13,27; 1Ch 17:4,10,12.

89:3. I have made a covenant implies obligation and binding responsibility. The Lord assumes responsibility while
imposing obligations on Israel as part of the covenant. My chosen one may refer to David, or collectively, to his
descendants.

89:4. As the Lord’s covenant loyalty is “built up” (v. 2), so the Lord will establish David’s throne. The longevity of David’s
dynasty is compared to the Lord’s faithfulness; both have been established forever.

89:5. Heavens could be a metonymy for “heavenly beings” (see note at 82:1).

89:6. Skies refers metaphorically to the heavenly realm (Job 37:18). The expression heavenly beings is part of a
formulaic expression typical of statements describing the incomparability of the Lord (18:31; 82:1; Ex 15:11; Isa 40:18;
44:7).

89:7. On council of the holy ones, see verse 5 and note at 82:1.

89:8. Hosts (Hb tseva’oth; “armies”) is military language describing the Lord as warrior.
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