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MAIN POINT

We are God’s children, and He promises that He will never abandon His family.

INTRODUCTION

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

Have you ever imagined what it might be like to be a part of a royal family? How must it feel to be the heir to a
throne?

What responsibilities might make you feel inadequate for the task?

Being a king would be a frightening responsibility. Every decision you made would affect the lives of thousands of people.
The scrutiny of your every action would be over-whelming. You would be judged on everything—from who you marry, to what
you wear, to how your kids behave. Sure, there would be amazing privileges, but the position comes with a tremendous
amount of responsibility. We are the sons and daughters of God through Jesus Christ. Sometimes, the fear of not measuring
up to God’s standards, and even the reality of not measuring up, can be overwhelming. However, God gives us His Holy Spirit
to help us, and He promises that His love will never fail us. We are His children forever, and God promises that He will never
abandon His family.

UNDERSTANDING

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ROMANS 8:1-8.

Why might it be hard to believe that there is “no condemnation” for those in Christ Jesus?

What does it mean for Jesus to have been a sin offering?

How do we live according to the Spirit?

Believing that there is no more condemnation for those in Christ Jesus sounds like one of those offers that is too good to be
true. In fact, there are those who simply cannot believe it. After all, if we are really free from the condemnation that sin
brings, what is to stop us from sinning like crazy? It seems as though this teaching would allow people to live however they
want to and still go to heaven when they die.
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This is actually not far from the truth. The beauty of salvation is that when we are born again, the Spirit of God gives us a new
heart, and He takes up residence within us to convict and encourage us. Instead of wanting to do the things that displeased
God, we now want to do the things that please Him. The ones who love to please the Lord God in all they do are the ones
who “live according to the Spirit.”

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ROMANS 8:14-17.

When Paul wrote that we “did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear,” to what fear is he referring?

What do you think Paul meant when he said we have received a spirit of adoption? What does it mean to be a
coheir with Christ?

What is the requirement for being glorified with Christ?

Just before Jesus was given over to be crucified, He comforted the disciples by telling them that He would send the Holy
Spirit. He said, “I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Counselor to be with you forever…I will not leave you as
orphans; I am coming to you” (John 14:16,18). God gives us His Holy Spirit so that we will not have to fear condemnation or
separation from God. The Holy Spirit lets us know that God the Father loves us and calls us His beloved sons and daughters.

Amazingly, God promises us that we are full heirs with Jesus Christ. We aren’t second-class children at all. In Revelation Jesus
promised to the one who overcomes, “I will give him the right to sit with Me on My throne, just as I also won the victory and
sat down with My Father on His throne” (Revelation 3:21). Though we will suffer in this world, it does not change that fact
that we are part of a royal family. We have God for a Father, and this adoption can never be revoked because God has
promised He will never leave or forsake us (Hebrews 13:5).

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ROMANS 8:35-39.

When Paul asks who can separate us from the love of God, what answer does he assume? Why can’t anyone
separate us from God’s love?

Why do you think Paul mentions the terrible things we might suffer in this life right after he points out that
nothing can separate us from God’s love?

Why might someone feel forsaken by God during times of intense suffering? How is this belief not reflective of the
character of God?

There are teachers out there who teach that the sign of God’s blessing on the life of a Christian is seen in monetary and
physical prosperity. If it is true that the sign of God’s blessing is monetary and physical blessing, then Paul’s argument here
makes no sense. How does physical prosperity line up with being put to death as sheep to a slaughter? Why would he
mention nakedness and famine if we are going to prosper monetarily?

Teaching that promises economic prosperity contradicts Paul’s point here in Romans. Sometimes when we suffer, we think
that it is because God has forsaken us. If we believe that prosperity is the sign of God’s blessing, then we would surely despair
in difficult times. However, Paul says that no matter what we suffer in this life, God will not forsake us. God’s love for us
through Jesus Christ makes us very precious in His sight, and He will surely never forsake us because of the circumstances
that would befall us in this world. As Christians, we will suffer because of our faith (2 Tim. 3:12). However, we can be certain
that when we do feel pain and undergo hardship, the Lord will be with us (Matthew 5:11-12). God will not leave us alone,
because we are His precious children!

APPLICATION
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Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

How might we encourage one another in the truth that God loves us as beloved children?

How might we press on toward holiness by thinking about the promises we have as coheirs of Jesus Christ? What
things will we inherit?

How might we comfort those who mourn with the truth of our status as God’s children?

PRAY

Ask the Father to remind us each day that we are His precious children. Pray for those that suffer. Pray
that the Spirit will especially remind them each that that they are children of God.

COMMENTARY

ROMANS 8:1-8

8:1-2. Therefore is always a marker in Paul’s writings that points back to a previous argument and sets the stage for the
results about to be described. In this case Paul wrote about the benefits of a Christian being freed from sin and death. In the
book of Romans Paul sought to answer a basic question: How can people be righteous before God? In Christ we have no
condemnation. We do not need to fear rejection from God. No condemnation means we have no reason to live with guilt in
the present. Paul added a new dimension to the definition of life in Christ Jesus with the Spirit’s law. The law of the Spirit is
responsible for breaking the hold of the law of sin and of death. This law enslaved and led to death. The Spirit is freeing and
life-giving.

8:3. The law could not bring life because it was limited by the flesh. With the exception of Jesus Christ, no one has ever been
able to keep the law perfectly. Because of our sin the law only highlights the depth and breadth of our problem with
temptation. In this way it condemns us. Christ’s accomplishment is even more impressive because He submitted to sin’s
domain. Jesus took on Himself the same weakness we have in the flesh. He was subject to the full reality of temptation. God
condemned sin in that He broke its power by sending His own Son. Having perfectly fulfilled the law, Jesus was uniquely
qualified to serve as a sin offering. He could voluntarily take on Himself the penalty for sin and offer forgiveness to us.

8:4-5. This verse underscores the purpose of God’s condemning sin, or breaking its power. Jesus’ death fulfilled the law’s
requirement. The law outlines God’s expectations, but notice Paul wrote of a single requirement, which calls for God’s people
to be righteous, to live in obedience to the law. Having fulfilled perfectly the over arching requirement, Jesus imparts His
righteousness to believers. In this way the requirement of the law is accomplished in us. The Greek word for accomplished
means “fulfilled.” Paul often contrasted ideas in order to clarify the point he was making. Here he contrasted two opposing
ways of living: flesh and Spirit. The lower nature (flesh) is in constant rebellion against the higher nature (Spirit). To live
according to the flesh means to think about the things of the flesh. Thinking precedes action. A sinful mind-set inevitably
leads to sinful living.

8:6. The contrast continues in this verse as Paul noted the difference between the consequences of living in these two ways.
Death is the experience of someone who has the mind-set of the flesh. Notice Paul did not write death will come, but rather
death is the present experience of anyone apart from Christ. Separation from the source of life means death. The
consequence for those of us who adopt the mind-set of the Spirit is completely different. Life is precisely what we expect and
what we receive as a result of having the source of life within us. The second benefit for those of us guided by the Spirit is
peace. This refers primarily to the state of our relationship with God.

8:7-8. Additionally, the mind-set of the flesh is hostile toward God. It is not willing to submit to God but insists on its own
way. The original sin of Adam set a pattern for all sin. It is a basic mistrust of God and a selfish desire to resist God’s way. For
this reason this mind-set leads to the death described in the previous verse. Our sin creates a chasm that remains regardless
of how many times we may attempt self-renovation. This verse essentially repeats the substance of the previous verse but at
the same time gives an important conclusion. To be in the flesh describes a life that is determined by the flesh in the same
way the Spirit determines the lives of believers.
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ROMANS 8:14-17

8:14. The leading of God’s Spirit is His providential sanctification (Ps. 23:3). It is common to all sons, it is constant, and it will
bring the believer to glory (Rom. 8:17). The leading of the Spirit is not mystical direction or ecstasy. It is the Spirit’s
empowerment for mortification of fleshly desires (v. 13).

8:15-16. The Holy Spirit is not an agent of bondage but is instead the means of our adoption into God’s family. By the Spirit
we have a consciousness that God is our Father. It is the mark of a Christian to cry out to his Father in prayer. The Spirit also
gives us assurance of our status and therefore of our salvation.

8:17. All God’s children are His heirs and coheirs with Christ. We are joined to Him in suffering but also in our future destiny.
As He is in glory (1 Tim. 3:16; Heb. 1:3; 2:7,9-10) so we will be glorified with Him.

ROMANS 8:35-39

8:35-37. These last five verses begin and end with the idea of not being separated from God. Death is the great separator, but
for believers that separation is only physical and temporary. Each of the perils in verse 35 arise from official suppression of
Christianity. Verse 36 is a quote from Psalm 44:22. It shows God’s people have always faced great danger. Rather than being
extinguished, God’s people have survived, flourished, and witnessed a new chapter in God’s work amidst humanity. The verse
probably refers to all of the items listed in the previous verse but is especially tied to the mention of “sword.” For your sake is
a stark reminder our faith in God puts us in danger. Against the modern notion that faith means protection from all difficulty
is the biblical fact that faith places us in jeopardy. Paul responded to the Psalm with powerful confidence. Even in the face of
physical danger, we who are in Christ are more than victorious.

8:38. Paul put forth his experience as proof of the contention that nothing can ultimately defeat a Christian. The Greek word
for sure means “a firm and settled conviction.” Paul had no doubt about his confidence. Death nor life is the first pair of
challenges that could imperil a Christian’s standing before God. Death appears the ultimate separator, the final end. But as
Paul argued repeatedly, a Christian is raised with Christ and experiences life with Him. Life refers here to the travails of life.
Nothing we have to endure will sever our relationship with God. The second pair, angels nor rulers, could be classes of
angelic beings. In light of the contrast between life and death, however, Paul may have meant “rulers above as well as rulers
below.” The contrast continued between things present and things to come. Nothing in the present day can sever our
relationship with God, nor can any future circumstance.

8:39. Paul continued the contrasting pairs with height and depth (v. 39). Some ancient writers used these terms to indicate
things above the heavens and beneath the earth. Paul probably meant that nothing from any realm can alter a Christian’s
security. Nor anything else in all creation is a collective phrase to include anything Paul may have overlooked. In his
experience and in his imagination, nothing will separate us from the love of God. With this stunning certainty Paul concluded
this first section of Romans.
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