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$29.99-$99.99

Embroidered Bath Robes
*Price includes free in-house 

monogramming in about an hour.

Gifts under $20

CUSTOM SCENTS
bath bombs,  soy candles, lotions, bath salts, 

soaps, room sprays and much more

123 North Broadway     859.402.2081     www.ScentYourLife.com

401 West Main Street          401 West Main Street           859.475.1408 859.475.1408                      www.EverythingKY.comwww.EverythingKY.com

C reate something special
for someone special.

The NEW Kentucky Store in The NEW Kentucky Store in 

Victorian SquareVictorian Square  
across from Rupp Arena and the Triangle Park Fountains

The Downtown Kentucky
Fan Headquarters

The source for unique Equine, 
Lexington, and Kentucky Gifts

SM

Woodland is a welcoming congregation 
that celebrates God's love for all people. We 
seek to boldly live out the Gospel by loving 

our neighbors, embracing diversity, and 
promoting peace and justice for all God's 

children. We seek to engage both our hearts 
and minds in a progressive faith that enli-
vens our worship and empowers our ser-

vice to the community.  
 

Sunday morning worship at 10:45am.


Woodland Christian Church 
530 East High Street, Lexington, 40503 

www.woodlandchristianchurch.org

MINISTERING TO

ALL GOD’S CHILDREN
By Kendal Butler

We all have a personal path of enlighten-
ment, spirituality or faith, and I talked with 
a native Kentuckian and a new resident 
willing to share their journeys. They aren’t 
traveling alone, though. They are bringing 
gays and lesbians along – to heal, to rejoice 
and to worship.

A catalyst for change

The Rev. Marsha Charles, 48, was ordained 
into Christian ministry in June at Woodland 
Christian Church in Lexington. She was 
ordained through the Christian Church – 
Disciples of Christ, Northern  
California-Nevada region.

Marsha’s family knew from an early age 
that she was bound for the pulpit. As a 
young girl in Pikeville, she would set up 
a dozen stuffed animals, gather her Bible 
and a TV tray and “play church” in her 
room after the Sunday service.

But her path to the ministry wasn’t as 
direct as she would have imagined. Her 
sexual orientation eventually distanced 
her from her home church in Pikeville. She 
experienced hurtful discrimination because 
of who she was – and ultimately left the 
church.

 “I was in a spiritual wilderness for about 
seven years. I was sort of like ‘screw 
church’ if that’s the way it is – I don’t  
want to be a part of it,” Marsha said of 
that difficult time.

In 1999 she found Woodland Christian 
Church after hearing the Rev. Bill Kincaid 
speak during the Lexington Fairness  
Ordinance debates. 

In a Bible Belt state like Kentucky, organized  
religion can be a blessed salvation or an  
oppressor for LGBT believers and seekers.
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Fine Gifts • Bridal Registry • Interior Design • Corporate • Trophies

531 WesT shoRT sTReeT, LexInGTon     866-225-7474     www.lvharkness.com

Official Provider of Trophies for the 2010 Alltech FEI World Equestrian Games

Bavarian Gothic

nymphenburg cross pendant 
$459 

glazed porcelain & sterling silver
length 1.8 "

We were delighted to learn Swiss symbolist and jewelry designer Patrick Muff had been 
commissioned to create this ‘essential’ line of jewelry for the porcelain masters of Nymphenburg. As inspiration, the 
artist researched forms and motifs used since the manufactory’s beginning in 1745. The result are these innovative, 
iconic designs incorporating porcelain and fine metals. Sure to intrigue.

 “I’d never heard a minister speak like that,” 
she said. “I’d never heard a minister speak of 
not just tolerance but affirmation – which to 
me is very different.” 

At Woodland, Marsha found a new,  
accepting church home and became very 
involved in church activities.

The loss of a beloved nephew to a drug over-
dose in 2005 prompted her to question her 
life’s mission and ultimately led her to enter 
seminary. She attended classes while still  
running her family business.

Marsha decided to be open about her sexual-
ity and her relationship with her wife, Cindy. 
Lexington Theological Seminary accepts LGBT 
students, but she knew her “home”  
region of Disciples of Christ had a policy  
specifically prohibiting the ordination of 
openly gay clergy.

 “I decided I could not be a minister and 
not own who I was fully,” Marsha said. “I 
thought that was part of my calling –  
to accept and affirm people openly.”

Five years later, after some truly blessed  
alliances, lots of hard work and twists of fate, 
Marsha was ordained in front of family  
and friends. 

During the summer of 2008, she was a 
student minister for eight weeks at the First 
Congregational Church of San Jose, Calif. 
That church co-sponsored her ordination 
(along with Woodland Christian), creating 
a much-needed loophole. At the time, only 
two regions would accept an openly gay  
ministerial candidate – Northern California/
Nevada and Washington state. The encour-
aging news is that other regions are now 
changing their policies or at least opening a 
dialogue about the discriminatory policies. 

I decided I 
could not be 
a minister and 
not own who I 
was fully… 
I thought that 
was part of 
my calling – 
to accept and 
affirm people 
openly. ”

“

~ Rev. Marsha Charles
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God made you who you are. 

Why would you want to be anybody else?  
 

S T.  M A RT H A’ S  E P I S C O PA L C H U RC H 
1 3 9 3  T R E N T  B O U L E V A R D ,  L E X I N G T O N  

( 8 5 9 ) 9 6 3 - 8 9 5 6  +  W W W . S T M A R T H A S L E X . O R G  
S U N D A Y S  1 0 : 0 0  A M  +  W E D N E S D A Y S  6 : 3 0  P M  

                               inclusion  ~  diversity  ~  mission

           180 E. Maxwell Street

                                       255-1074

                                     maxpres.org

                                 Dr. Woody Berry
        Rev. Diane M. Baldwin        Rev. Kyle Brown

Marsha, who sees herself as a catalyst 
for change, is searching for a congrega-
tion that will share her vision of a church 
that offers a safe place for everyone to 
experience a sacred space where the 
gifts of all are welcome, included and  
affirmed – a congregation diverse in 
every way: culture, race, sexual  
orientation, socioeconomic status and 
physical ability. 

 “The Scriptures show us that people have 
really messed (church) up over the years 
with rules, laws, power and greed,” she 
said. “When churches get real and be-
come sincere about inclusion across the 
board, offering one another grace and 
love, we’ll get it right. Then we’ll see 
God’s vision – because it is not in  
our division.” 

A calling to Kentucky

The Rev. Timothy Fleck, 46, was  
ordained in 2009 as an Episcopal  
priest and became the minister of St. 
Martha’s Episcopal Church in Lexington 
last September.

Timothy had a successful career as an 
architect in Indiana, but grew more and 
more dissatisfied with his everyday life. 
The bright spot was his church, and  
he often imagined himself behind  
the pulpit.

He took seminary classes part-time 
in Indianapolis for seven years before 
quitting architecture, taking the plunge 
and finishing his degree at Bexley Hall 
Seminary in Columbus, Ohio.

Through a program matching priests 
with smaller-market churches in  
Kentucky, Timothy found his way to  
St. Martha’s. He felt he was always 
called to a smaller church, so it was a 
good fit from the beginning.

 “I would not have guessed that  
Kentucky would be a place that my part-
ner and I would have been welcomed,” 
he said. “As it turned out, St. Martha’s 
was very interested in finding an  
LGBT priest.”

St. Martha’s had a booth at the 2010 
Lexington Pride Festival, and Timothy

was amazed at the openness and  
eagerness of the local LGBT community.

 “It was almost like people were  
coming up to the booth and saying 
‘Please evangelize me,’” he said. “I was 
so gratified and glad we were there to 
fill that need.”

Youth outreach is one of his passions, 
and he wants LGBT young people to 
know they are accepted and welcomed 
in the Episcopal Church. Many of St. 
Martha’s visitors and new members are 
LGBT men and women in their 20s and 
30s who might have fallen away from 
church and are looking for support.

 “Lexington is a bright light in the  
Episcopal Church as far as being 
progressive. There’s a lot of work to be 
done. But the leadership, like Bishop 
Sauls, is moving in the right direction,” 
Timothy said.

St. Martha’s congregation is estimated 
to be one-third LGBT, with the rest very 
accepting and open. The church has 
even hosted several blessings of unions 
between same-sex partners.

 “It’s the church’s job to bless things,” 
Timothy said. “We can bless motor-
boats, pets and all sorts of things. Why 
wouldn’t we bless a life-long committed 
relationship?”

Out of the shadows

LGBT Kentuckians have long been 
involved in the church. Organists, choir 
directors, celebrated soloists and even 
clergy have often suffered in silence – 
afraid to let the rest of the congregation 
know their true selves. 

Brave, out-and-proud spiritual leaders 
like the Rev. Marsha Charles and the Rev. 
Timothy Fleck are not only helping the 
LGBT community, they also are building 
bridges to people who might otherwise 
persecute them.

MINISTERING TO ALL GOD’S CHILDREN (CONT’D)

MORE INFORMATION:

Woodland Christian Church,  
Lexington 
www.woodlandchristianchurch.org

St. Martha’s Episcopal Church,  
Lexington 
www.stmarthaslex.org

Maxwell Street Presbyterian Church 
(PCUSA), Lexington 
www.maxpres.org

Integrity (chapters at St. Martha’s  
and for Lexington) 
www.integrityusa.org

Unitarian Universalist Church  
of Lexington 
www.uucl.org

Metropolitan Community Church  
of Paducah 
www.mccpaducah.org

Metropolitan Community Church  
of Elizabethtown 
www.mccetown.com

Douglass Boulevard Christian Church, 
Louisville 
www.douglassblvdcc.com

Whosoever, an online magazine  
for LGBT Christians 
www.whosoever.org

First Christian Church,Morehead 
www.fccmorehead.org

St. Alban the Martyr Episcopal 
Church, Morehead 
www.stalbansmorehead.webs.com
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God’s vision – because it is not in  
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more dissatisfied with his everyday life. 
The bright spot was his church, and  
he often imagined himself behind  
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with smaller-market churches in  
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called to a smaller church, so it was a 
good fit from the beginning.

 “I would not have guessed that  
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was very interested in finding an  
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St. Martha’s had a booth at the 2010 
Lexington Pride Festival, and Timothy

was amazed at the openness and  
eagerness of the local LGBT community.

 “It was almost like people were  
coming up to the booth and saying 
‘Please evangelize me,’” he said. “I was 
so gratified and glad we were there to 
fill that need.”

Youth outreach is one of his passions, 
and he wants LGBT young people to 
know they are accepted and welcomed 
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Martha’s visitors and new members are 
LGBT men and women in their 20s and 
30s who might have fallen away from 
church and are looking for support.

 “Lexington is a bright light in the  
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progressive. There’s a lot of work to be 
done. But the leadership, like Bishop 
Sauls, is moving in the right direction,” 
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to be one-third LGBT, with the rest very 
accepting and open. The church has 
even hosted several blessings of unions 
between same-sex partners.

 “It’s the church’s job to bless things,” 
Timothy said. “We can bless motor-
boats, pets and all sorts of things. Why 
wouldn’t we bless a life-long committed 
relationship?”

Out of the shadows

LGBT Kentuckians have long been 
involved in the church. Organists, choir 
directors, celebrated soloists and even 
clergy have often suffered in silence – 
afraid to let the rest of the congregation 
know their true selves. 

Brave, out-and-proud spiritual leaders 
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