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On one of the local stations, the announcers make a practice of referring to Thursday as “Friday Eve”, since Friday is the beginning of the
much-anticipated weekend (TGIF and all that). There is a tendency
for us to do much the same with the month of November; to view it as
little more than “December eve” in our excitement and anticipation of
Christmas. But November can be much more than that. It provides
us with an opportunity to pause and give thanks; to remember with
gratitude.
This has been a year unlike any we have experienced before. The
pandemic has affected nearly every aspect of our lives. The changes
go far beyond sanitizing, wearing masks and frequent handwashing.
How and where we worship, going out to lunch or dinner with friends,
going to the movies or just to the grocery store have been impacted.
We celebrated Easter without access to the church. Even in church
we can’t sing (or sit) together. The fellowship we have looked forward
to and cherished is no longer an option until the coronavirus is “under
control”.
Family gatherings—like Thanksgiving—are not going to be the same
this year either. And what about “Black Friday” shopping? It might be
more difficult to “count our blessings” this year. (At least the election—and political ads and fliers—will be over!)
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“Blessed to be a blessing” has always been a defining characteristic
of God’s Chosen People and it continues to be the hallmark of Christians today. “Don’t just count your blessings; share them” is a more
contemporary expression of the same mind-set. Our Big Beaver
Church Family is quite intentional about blessing others and giving
others reason to be thankful (to God). Still, there are always more
opportunities.
By the time this newsletter arrives, this year’s annual stewardship
campaign (“Live a God-Pleasing Life!”) will have been completed.
Most of us will have prayerfully considered, filled out and turned in our
Commitment Cards. Beyond that, we will have opportunities to reach
out (virtually) to others in need, offer a word or encouragement or random act of kindness. Hopefully we won’t adopt the “I gave at the
church” mindset. Our goal is to be as faithful in blessing others as
God has been in blessing us.
This Thanksgiving, as we are finding new ways to count our blessings
and give thanks, let’s also consider new ways to share our blessings.

Pastor Gregg Mayberry

I Appreciate your Expressions of Appreciation!
Thank you so much for the cards, calls and gifts
during Pastor Appreciation Month.
Your kind words and generous expressions of thoughtfulness
will bless me long after October is over.
You helped me feel appreciated,
supported and loved.
God bless you!
Pastor Gregg

HEALTH UPDATE

While I don’t want to be one of “those people” who list all of their health complaints when you simply ask,
“How are you?”, I do want to keep you in the loop as my doctors continue to diagnose and care for me. (If
you don’t want to hear the gory details, just skip this article…)
I am feeling much better!
My third endoscopy showed no new “varices” (spots where the blood vessels are so close to the surface of the
esophagus that they are (or are likely to become) ulcerated). Spots that had been banded off during the first
two endoscopies were healed, as well. Three months before my next endoscopy.
Changes in my medication (some additions and some subtractions) are addressing the various side-affects of
having a fatty liver (non-alcoholic cirrhosis). One surprise was that drinking two cups of black coffee per day
can help reverse the liver damage! I am now a coffee drinker (no more Diet Coke…).

I’ve had my flu shot and “part one” of a three-part hepatitis vaccination.
Blood tests indicate that my hemoglobin is still lower than it should be. I have made dietary changes and I’m
taking a low dose of iron supplement, but I am also scheduled to meet with a hematologist about the possibility of having an iron infusion. (Anemia has been an issue in the past.)
I am scheduled for a liver ultrasound in early January and various blood workups and doctor visits between
now and then.
Thank you for your expressions of concern and your patience during this time of diagnosis and healing.
Please keep praying.
Pastor Gregg

Advent devotionals for adults
and children will be available in
the Narthex beginning
Sunday, November 29th.
(Advent begins on Nov. 29th)

Get your change ready! November 29 is Noisy
Sunday. The money collected will go to Pastor’s Discretionary Fund.
There will be a bucket in the Narthex that you
can place your Noisy Sunday offering into.

Have you started packing your shoebox yet? Completed shoeboxes are due on Sunday, November 8. Boxes and a list of suggested items are available in the vestibule.

On Sunday, November 8th, the
nursery and children’s Sunday
school classes will resume during
the 10:00 am worship service.
For complete guidelines and expectations, please contact Becky Lorenz
at blorenz@bbumchurch.org.

Adult Sunday school and Bible studies may
resume in person classes at BBUMC.
Contact your leader to see how and when
your class will be resuming.
Interested in attending a class and not
sure of what is being offered? Contact
Becky Lorenz at blorenz@bbumchurch.org
for more information.

ACHATZ PIE TIME!
This year, we are offering Achatz coupons so that you can purchase their delicious items at your leisure. With over 20 different varieties of fruit, cream,
and pot pies there is sure to be something for everyone!
There will be order forms located in the bin outside the church doors, and in
the office.
We are offering two delivery dates for your convenience: November 5th and December 3rd*
*If you would like your coupons BEFORE Thanksgiving, please turn in your order form and payment
by November 5th. The final day for payment and order forms is December 3rd.
Please make checks payable to BBUMM.
You can drop off your order at the church during regular business hours (Mon.-Thurs. 9:00-3:00, Fri.
9:00-1:00), or mail it to the church.
If you have any questions, please speak with Clayton (Oz) Osburn or Bob Renshaw.
STEPHEN MINISTRY
Going through a tough time--emotionally or spiritually? Struggling with a
crisis in life? Or simply feeling down? A Stephen Minister would be willing to meet with you to listen and encourage you. It's confidential, free, and
very helpful. Meetings can be held in person (social distancing protocol in
place) or by phone.
Contact Pastor Gregg (989-545-2582) or Dianne Osburn (248-709-6075) for further details.

CASS COMMUNITY SOCIAL SERVICES
GOLF FUNDRAISER UPDATE...
On September 14th, the BBUMC Golf Team defended
their low score title of net 59 to keep the trophy.
BBUMC team: Clayton Osburn, Ron Dritlein, Mike
Roeder, Jim Halsey. Congratulations to all!

COFFEE HOUR NEWS...
If would like to continue to be on our
coffee hour rotation, or if you would
like to join our coffee hour team,
please speak with Reta Griffin by
November 15th.
Thank you!

Please Join Us for a Special Service of
Comfort and Hope:

SIGN UP TO BE A BELL RINGER!

Men! Women! Kids! All are welcome!
BBUMC will be ringing bells for Salvation Army on
Saturday, December 5th, with two locations for your
convenience (Kroger at 16 Mile &John R., and Kroger at
18 Mile & Dequindre)
There will be 2 hour shifts available during the hours of
10:00am and 8:00pm.
Please consider volunteering for this vital ministry.
THANK YOU!!

The Christmas season is just around the corner. This can be a difficult time for many who
have suffered loss or are alone...or for anyone
who wants to find comfort and peace at this busy
season. Please plan to virtually view this service
of Comfort and Hope, sponsored by Stephen
Ministry, via www.youtube.com/bbumchurch on
Tuesday, December 1st, beginning at 5:00 p.m.

BIRTHDAY’S

ANNIVERSARIES
Nov. 1
Nov. 5
Nov. 9
Nov. 11
Nov. 12
Nov. 17
Nov. 23
Nov. 26
Nov. 27
Nov. 30

Richard & Gladys Clippard
Ron & Sue Chick
Karan & Gene Wiklanski
Chris & Vicky Turner
Reid & Pam Vandekerkhove
Bob & Tammy Renshaw
David & Vicki King
Jim & Char Halsey
Keith & Julie Kohring
John & Cindy Gavin

Nov. 2
Nov. 4
Nov. 5
Nov. 6
Nov. 7
Nov. 10
Nov. 13
Nov. 14
Nov. 15
Nov. 17
Nov. 18
Nov. 19
Nov. 20
Nov. 24
Nov. 27

Ruth Jaynes
Dianne Osburn
Suzanne Bianchi
Diana Whitefoot
Carl Vanidour
Matthias Kapp
Betty Jo Gadzinski
Mindy Sporer
Alison Peck
Amy Purcilly, Diane Smith, Dave Thornton
Jill Howard
Dennis Italia, Becky Lorenz, Myrna Roiser
Judy Arthur, Rhoda Lafever
Ferrol Trapp
Greg Worgess

MEMORIAL GARDEN BEAUTIFICATION A SUCCESS!!
Have you noticed the new and improved Memorial Garden on your way into Church?
Scenic View Landscaping did an outstanding job transforming the weeds into beauty!
However, it takes ALL OF US to maintain our beautiful church property. Please consider picking up sticks,
papers, weeding the Memorial Garden and other areas, trimming bushes, or anything else you may see that
needs attention. Let’s keep our church home a beautiful place to gather. Thank you.

Voting Opportunity from First United Methodist Church of Troy’s
Community Action Team
Are you planning on casting an absentee ballot for the November 3, 2020 election? Are you unsure if you mail
your ballot, it will arrive in time to be counted? Would you like assistance to deliver your absentee ballot to
the election office drop-box? If you answered YES to all of these questions, then we have a solution for you.
The Community Action team of First United Methodist Church of Troy is happy to announce their new program, VOTE n DROP. They will match-up drivers with voters to drive them with their absentee ballot to deliver it to the drop-box at City Hall. Election rules require that the voter be in the vehicle to drop off their ballot. THEY ARE NOT ALLOWED TO PICKUP AND DELIVER ONLY YOUR BALLOT. YOU must
be in the car.
VOTE n DROP will be available from October 19-November 2 (not available on election day, 11/3). If you
want to take advantage of this program, simply call the Troy First church office and a driver will contact you
to make arrangements. They are hoping to offer this service to their members and other neighbors in the Troy
area. And if you know someone who could use their help, please have them contact the Troy First UMC office, 248-879-6363
If you want to help, they are looking for driver volunteers to drive voters from their home to the drop box and
then back home. Please call the Troy First UMC office if you want to be a VOTE n DROP driver. Troy First
wants to be sure that everyone has the opportunity to exercise their right to vote.

