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We made it to December! I have heard many people say they will be glad when 2020 is over.
This year is certainly going to be one for the history books. But before we reach 2021, we will
experience an Advent and Christmas unlike any other.
On the evening news, they showed workers placing the Swarovski crystal encrusted star atop
the Christmas tree in Rockefeller Center and Lester Holt referred to it as a symbol of hope;
noting that we are all in need of some hope right now. The next day, in a report about Bass
Pro Shops (or is it Pro Bass Shops? I can never remember) having Santa seated behind a
plexiglass shield and children sitting in front of it instead of on Santa’s lap, with elves sanitizing
the shield between each visit. A spokeswoman said, “We thought it was important for children
to be able to visit Santa. He is a symbol of hope in this difficult time.”
Even though the huge star is beautiful and Santa is synonymous with Christmas for many people, looking to them for the hope we need is misdirected. On the first Sunday in Advent, we
will light the Hope Candle in the Advent Wreath. It will be a tangible reminder of the Hope that
came into the world on that first Christmas, when Christ was born. He is the true source of the
Hope that our world needs so much—a need that has become more painfully obvious as the
pandemic rages on and racial and political tensions accentuate the deep divisions among us.
Due to the ever-rising numbers of coronavirus cases and deaths from the disease, Health Department regulations and the plea from our bishop “in the strongest possible” terms to refrain
from in person gatherings, our Advent and Christmas traditions will be different this year (just
as virtually everything else has).
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Lighting of the Advent Wreath will feature families and most weeks will be shared virtually.
The Service of Comfort and Hope (formerly referred to as the Blue Christmas Service) will be
offered virtually. The Christmas Cantata will be an encore presentation of a past performance.
Our Christmas Eve services will be virtual as well. The Family Service will feature either an
encore presentation of a Crusader Choir presentation or a virtual presentation prepared by our
Conference. The 7 pm service will be virtual as well; featuring recordings of the Christmas
carols we look forward to each year and the Scripture Readings associated with Christmas.
Both services will include virtual Communion and Candle lighting.
I hope you will take advantage of the Advent Devotions (featuring a video component) that
Becky Lorenz is working on and tune in to the Advent Blog that I hope to offer you daily, featuring a different nativity set from my collection.
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Please do all you can to keep this year’s Christmas celebrations with your family and with our
Church Family safe, so we can all stay healthy—and be around for the post-pandemic celebrations.
Keep your focus on Jesus Christ. After all, he is the source of the Hope, Joy, Peace and Love
we celebrate during Advent and Christmas and need every day.
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Pastor Gregg

DID I MISS CHURCH CONFERENCE?
Due to concerns about spreading the coronavirus, all church conferences in the Greater Detroit District are
being conducted via Zoom. The District Office is referring to them as “Charge Conferences” to distinguish
them from the usual Church Conferences and only members of the Administrative Council are invited to attend, having both voice and vote.
Our “Charge Conference” was conducted on November 15th. A booklet containing the various reports submitted are available in the bin outside the main entrance to the church and on the table outside the church office.
Our District Superintendent, the Reverend Dr. Charles Boayue, Jr., praised us for our financial faithfulness.
He pointed out (several times) that we are one of only two churches on our district who have already paid
100% of our Ministry Shares (formerly referred to as Apportionments) for 2020.
It is good to be recognized and appreciated!

Advent devotionals for adults and children
are available in the Narthex.
Advent begins Sunday, November 29th.

NOISY SUNDAY
Get your change ready! November 29 is Noisy Sunday. The money collected
will go to Pastor’s Discretionary Fund. There will be a bucket in the Narthex
and in the bin outside the main doors that you may put your Noisy Sunday offering. Thank You!

Please join us for a special virtual ‘Service of Comfort and Hope’
Is Christmas a time when loss weighs heavily upon your heart? Do you feel alone, or struggle to
experience the peace and presence of God in the midst of your grief? Would you like to celebrate
the memory of a friend, family member, or loved one during a special service of worship?
Please join us for a special virtual “Service of Comfort and Hope” on Tuesday, December 1st, beginning at 5:00 p.m. as we share with one another the Hope, Peace, and Love of God.
Let's support one another during this season when we celebrate Christ's birth.

SAMARITAS DONATION REQUEST
Please consider donating to Samaritas's Donation Pantry. They are in need of the following:
Personal Care Products
(Please buy non-gender so whole family can use, NO travel sizes)
Body Wash or Bar Soap
Toothpaste
Body Lotion
Deodorant
Hand Soap
Shampoo

Cleaning Products
Dish Soap
Dishwasher Soap
All Purpose Spray Cleaner
Toilet Cleaner
Bathroom Tile/Sink Cleaner
Laundry Detergent
Items can be dropped directly to Samaritas @ 2170 Big Beaver Rd. Troy, MI 48083 - minutes from BBUMC. You
can go to their lobby, where there is a closet for "New Americans Donations" You can just place the items on the
shelves marked "New Americans" inside the closet. There is paperwork just outside of the closet door if you'd like a
form for tax purposes, and ask the Receptionist to fill out the bottom area with their signature, and copy it for their
records.
If you are not comfortable with drop off, another way to get these products to Samaritas is to go to their Amazon
wish list: https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2WF1K4APR9HOK?&sort=default

Staff Gift
It has been a long-held tradition for our church family to give towards a
Love Offering for our staff at Christmas. This offering demonstrates our
appreciation for the fine work our staff does in leading and facilitating the
many ministries of our church. There are special envelopes in the black bin
located outside the main church doors, and on the offering table in the foyer
for your convenience, or you can simply mail your contribution to the
church before December 13. Checks should have 2020 Staff Gift on the
memo line.
Thank you in advance for your generous support of our staff.

ANNIVERSARIES
Jerry & Shirley Lamphere
Dick & Elaine Hildebrandt
Carl & Nancee Shelton

BIRTHDAY’S

December 12
December 17
December 24

Dec. 1
Dec. 2
Dec. 4
Dec. 5
Dec. 7
Dec. 13
Dec. 16
Dec. 17
Dec. 24
Dec. 25
Dec. 26
Dec. 27
Dec. 29

Hillary Vanidour
Jim Davis, Kelly Kerry
Gloria Jones, Bruce Fayerweather,
Phil Trapp
Fred Morrell
Melodie Conley, Richard Cummings
Joy Malone, Lois Miller
Maddie Lorenz
David Miller
Larry Keisling
Jeff Tschirhart
Lori Monacelli
Kevin Sutton
Addamae Akin, Anna Balas

Be sure to join us for our virtual worship services on Christmas Eve:
4:00pm—Family Worship Service (Virtual)
7:00pm—Candlelight & Communion Worship
Service (Virtual)

Stewardship Campaign Update
Our annual stewardship theme for this year was “Live a God-Pleasing Life!” which encouraged our growth as Christian
stewards. We were reminded of the grace of God extended to us through his Son, Jesus Christ, and presented us with the
opportunity to respond to that grace through the faithful and generous giving of our time, talents, and financial resources.

Thank you to all that have submitted your commitments for 2021. To date, we have received 50 pledges totaling
$203,192. In comparison, the final results from last year’s campaign were 87 pledges totaling $307,443. This reflects a
significant shortfall to our campaigns in recent years. If you have not yet made your commitment for 2021, please return
your pledge card to the Church office. Thank you!

Troy Children in Need
BBUMC has been contacted by a Troy elementary school about some of their students who are in need of
warm winter gear (coats, boots, hats & gloves). We are currently collecting sizes and will send an email
with a signup genius link for those who are interested in donating. Donations will need to be dropped off
at the church by Dec. 13. Thank you for your generosity.

