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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Can you believe 2018 is here? We ask these kinds of questions as
though we’re shocked that the same passage of time that takes us
from day to day also moves us from year to year. In addition to these
questions we often feel an urgent (yet short-lived) need to hurry and
get certain things completed while we make commitments about
tomorrow that are usually motivated by little more than the changing
of calendars.
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If we are not motivated by Spirit-led conviction, we

won’t make significant changes. How many times have you started
the new year by exercising regularly, eating better, and/or reading
your Bible daily only to crash and burn before March arrives?
Don’t feel like the Lone Ranger; I’ve been there, too. However, I take
comfort in knowing that the Gospel isn’t summarized as, “Try harder!”
The gospel teaches us that no degree of human effort will save us or
keep us. Just as we are saved by grace, we are also matured by grace.
Consider Paul’s words to the Thessalonians:
But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by
the Lord, because God has chosen you from the beginning for
salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth.
2 Thessalonians 2:13
Our salvation, conforming to the image of Christ, and continued
belief in the Word of God are made possible by God’s work, from
beginning to end! You may ask, “Where does obedience come into
play?’ Good question!
Continued on page 2...
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Upcoming Events
January 2018
15 WMU Leadership Team 7pm
16 Pastors Brunch 10-11am
18 Executive Board Mtg 4:30pm
February 2018
10 MAD Training 8am-1pm
15 Executive Board Mtg 4:30pm
20 Pastors Brunch 10-11am
27 Disciple-Making Conf

Birthdays &
Anniversaries
January
1 Luke Long, Lea Bethel
4 Ben & Betsy Durand, N Roxboro
5 Ashley Long, Lea Bethel
12 Clyde Everett, Milton
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...continued from page 1
Obedience to God’s will takes place when we live according to the Holy
Spirit’s leading. God did not save us and fill us with His Spirit so we
could figure things out on our own! Spiritual fruit only comes through
us by the Spirit who possesses us. If we don’t walk by the Spirit, we’ll
walk by the flesh and disobey God by choosing our fleshly preferences
over His divine leading. This does not mean that we “let go and let
God.” We are not called to passivity but to active obedience according
to the Spirit’s leadership. Whether He speaks from the Bible or guides
us through the detailed decisions of our daily discipleship, the Holy
Spirit will never speak or act contrary to the Word. God calls us not to
mystically try to figure out what He’s up to, but to daily plodding
(being slow but sure) through a life of obedience according to His
Word and His Spirit.
So before you start loading your “to do” calendar for 2018, seek the Holy
Spirit’s leadership for your life and ministry. You just may be surprised
what does and doesn’t make the list!
Happy New Year!

14 Brett & Kelly Carver, East Rock
18 Richard Rorrer, Old Lea Bethel
23 Karey Sanders, Roxboro

Troy

P.S. – Plan now to join us on February 10 for our
MAD evangelism event (see newsletter ad).
Also, for security reasons our financial
statement will now be sent via email to
pastors/church leaders instead of printing it in
the newsletter. Thank you!

24 Ernie Moore, Clement
31 Vivian Murray, Blanch
31 Mitzi McDonald, Providence P
February
7 Britt Groom, Yanceyville FB
9 Betsy Durand, N Roxboro
18 David & Joyce Bunch, Ephesus
21 Joyce Bunch, Ephesus
27 Marcia Lancaster, Beulah

Tuesday, February 27
Center Grove Baptist Church
Rev. Jeremy Quist & wife, Tiffany have
accepted the call to Bethany as pastor.
Luke & Ashley Long on their
recent marriage on October 28.
Luke serves as the youth pastor
at Lea Bethel.
Please be in prayer for the congregations
of Bethel Hill, CaVel, Clement, Florence
Ave, and Theresa as they seek God's
guidance in their search for pastors.

This year's disciple-making
conference will focus on
making disciples in the home,
church and world. #disciplenc
Learn more and register at
disciplenc.org. A $10 per
person registration fee
includes registration, program
materials and lunch. Bring
your entire staff to this event!

