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December 2018

VISION STATEMENT:
Bethlehem UMC is excited and
joyful about being alive in Christ!

CORE VALUES:
Share the Love of Christ
Live and Relate with Integrity
Strive to Glorify God
Act in Faith and Love
Encourage Spiritual Growth

MISSION STATEMENT: We are
here to ignite the light of Christ! We
exist to be and make disciples so that
we will transform our community and
world for Christ.

MEMORIALS

FROM THE PASTOR

A NEW CHRISTIAN
YEAR BEGINS …
I treasure the way we Christians progress through a year besides the calendar year
– the Christian year. A new Christian year begins on Sunday, December 2, with Advent.
I esteem the way we anticipate the coming of
Christ in Advent – the season of waiting for the Messiah.
I enjoy celebrating the birth of Christ, the Savior of the world,
for 12 full days during the Christmas season.
I cherish the way His light shines into the world on Epiphany
as the Magi visit Jesus and His light gets brighter and brighter in the
weeks that follow.
Then comes Lent. Admittedly, it is difficult to walk beside Jesus on His journey to the Cross during Lent, but it is a necessary experience for all Christians. During this season, we’re called to repentance and prayer as we recall the suffering of Christ. This painful journey makes our experience of the most important day of the Christian
year so much more joyful.
I revere Easter – 50 days filled with “Alleluias” as we celebrate the greatest event in human history – the resurrection of
Christ!
Then comes Pentecost when we rejoice in the coming of the
Holy Spirit – the One Jesus promised to send to us – along with the
birth of the Christian Church.
All of this is followed by the many Sundays after Pentecost
where we reflect on how we will live out our faith in following Jesus
Christ. We hear Him preach and teach. We watch Him help and heal.
And for the rest of the Christian year, we become more convicted
that He really is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords.
A fruitful new Christian to all,
~ Chuck
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Helen Lanier
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Peggy Brown

Carl & Sharon Moser

Good Neighbor Fund

Lydia Laird

Brodis & Alice Clontz

Primary Ministry Fund

HONORARIUMS
In Honor Of:
J Roy & Mitzi
Foster

Given by:
Sam & Lynda Gilley

Fund:
Cemetery Fund

SPECIAL ADDRESSES
Kevin Allen: Autumn Care Nursing Home, 1007 Howard Street,
Room 214, Mocksville, 27028
Barbara Boger: Trinity Elms, 3750 Harper Road, Room 603 A, Clemmons, 27012
Maxine Boger: The Crest of Clemmons, 6010 Meadowbrook Mall
Court, Clemmons, 27012
Marie Fesperman: Trinity Elms, 3750 Harper Road, Room 912, Clemmons, 27012
Marian Funderburk: 1351 Suzanna Wesley Drive #134, WinstonSalem, 27104
Shirley Griffin: Trinity Elms, 3750 Harper Road, Room 504, Clemmons, 27012
Peggy Frances Smith: Somerset Court, 1635 East 5th Street, Room
120, Winston-Salem, 27101
Ruby Smith: Trinity Elms, 3750 Harper Road, Room 403, Clemmons,
27012

FINANCIAL INFO

FROM THE PASTOR (continued)

PLEASE NOTE... In order for the Church to be in compliance
with IRS regulations regarding donations of cash or checks at year
end, please follow the IRS rules below:
· Checks and cash donations must be postmarked on or before December 31, 2018 or be delivered to the church office on or before that
date in order to be credited to your 2018 giving.
· Checks dated in 2018 but delivered in 2019, even on the first Sunday
of the new year, cannot be credited to your 2018 giving according to
the regulations
· Please pay close attention to the requirements for stock certificate
gifts, also.

CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES... The contribution envelopes for 2019 will be available for pick-up in the FLC lobby on Sunday, December 16. You may begin using these in January. Please do
not use your old envelopes in 2019. If you are not presently using
envelopes and would like to receive a box, please e-mail
peggy.i@bethlehem-umc.org

DONATIONS: When fundraising events are held at our church,
donations that include a meal or a service are NOT tax deductible. In
order to receive a tax deduction, a separate check should be made
out to the church that does not include the cost of the meal or service. That donation can be mailed to the church or put in the offering plate on Sunday morning. Donations at the site of the fundraising event will not be tax deductible. If you have any questions,
please contact Peggy Isenhour at peggy.i@bethlehem-umc.org.
This is a law mandated by the IRS and if not followed, our church can
lose the tax-exempt status.

CONTRIBUTING STOCKS/BONDS: BUMC has a brokerage
account at Wells Fargo. If you have negotiable instruments that you
would like to donate to Bethlehem, have your broker transfer directly to Wells Fargo, using account number 17083592; our DTC number
is 0141. If you have any questions, please call Ken Lard (336-4077718)

CHUCK’S CHUCKLES: “A cheerful heart is
good medicine.” (Prov. 17:22a)
Two young boys were spending the night at their
grandparents' house the week before Christmas.
At bedtime, the two boys knelt beside their beds
to say their prayers. The younger one began praying at the top of his
lungs:
"I PRAY FOR A NEW BICYCLE ..."
"I PRAY FOR A NEW iPad ..."
His older brother leaned over, nudged him and said, "Why are
you shouting? God isn't deaf."
The little brother replied, "No, but Grandma is!"
Keep smiling,
Chuck

YOUTH
December
Sunday School: From Bethlehem to Bethlehem
2nd 12-2pm Lunch/Shop/Trees
8th. 12-2pm Community Invite
2-5pm Serve at Senior Event
9th Cantata
16th. 12-4pm Lunch/Christmas Party
23rd Community Christmas Party
Last weekend...Dec 28 or 29, mark your calendar for a day event
leading into lock in. Depending on availability of Venue in Charlotte.
January
18-21 Annual Youth Beach Retreat—Does It Really Matter?
Cost $175. $75 deposit 12/28

BETHLEHEM ANGELS PRESCHOOL
November was a busy month preparing for Thanksgiving
and the upcoming holiday season. This season of giving
truly began with the children learning about Operation
Christmas Child. We are blessed to have wonderful families in our Preschool who are always ready and excited to
spread their blessings! Our preschool was able to fill 32
boxes to send to needy children around the world!
In keeping with our Thanksgiving theme, we celebrated with our
own Thanksgiving feast at Preschool. It was a beautiful sight to see
our little Pilgrims, Indians, and Turkeys sitting down to the feast! We
are so thankful for all the many blessings we enjoy at our Preschool!
We are also blessed through our fundraising efforts. Right now we
are working with Dewey’s to raise funds for the Preschool. Dewey’s
generously gives 50% of the profits back to our school. Order forms
are in the sanctuary and FLC lobby and are due by Sunday, December
9 to the church or Preschool office. You can pick up your Dewey’s
goodies on Wednesday, December 12 and Thursday, Dec. 13 from
11:45-12 noon. Thank you for your wonderful support of our Preschool program!
This month our teachers and children are spending a lot of time in
class, chapel, and music talking about God’s gift of His Son, Jesus,
and about the joy we experience by giving to others. The children
are also busy creating their own special gifts to give for Christmas!
We will have a Christmas Family Night on Tuesday, Dec. 11 to invite
our families to enjoy some Preschool fun together, and then before
leaving for the Christmas break, we will celebrate the Holiday season
with a Christmas Program on Thursday, Dec. 20 at 11 am.
We will be back at Preschool on Wednesday, January 2, 2019 to begin
the New Year!

MISSIONS (continued)
CELL PHONE DONATIONS… Do you have old, unused cell
phones lying around the house? Put them to good use by donating
them to Davie Domestic Violence Services & Rape Crisis Center. Donated phones are either refurbished for reimbursement for client
services or reactivated for client use. Safety is a key issue for victims
of domestic violence and sexual assault; a cell phone activated with
911 telephone service can be extremely necessary and even lifesaving. Please place your old cell phones (with charger if you have
it) in the designated box in the Missions Room. For questions,
please contact Virginia Burnette (336-409-8721)

THANK YOU
Thank you for the rose while I was in the hospital.
~Frances Smith
Thank you to all who participated in the Operation Christmas Child
shoebox collection. There have been a total of 215 shoeboxes sent
to a child to share the love of Jesus with them this Christmas season!

YOUNG AT HEART
CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION… The BUMC Young at Heart Christmas Celebration will be in the Family Life Center Saturday, December
8, 2018 beginning at 2:30 p.m. Each person attending should bring a
“covered dish”, small dessert, and an inexpensive gift suitable for
men and women. Meat, tea, coffee and paper products will be provided. There will be a program and church youth are helping us.
2018 has been busy and we’ve made new friends, so please take this
opportunity to invite a guest. Deadline for sign up is Sunday, December 2nd by calling Lois Steelman at (336) 712-9946.

MISSIONS (continued)

CHILDREN

Book Bags of Hope

Urgent need for teachers for Children's Sunday School

This school year Bethlehem is partnering with Smith Grove
UMC on the Book Bags of Hope project for Pinebrook Elementary
& North Davie Middle Schools. This project donates a bag of food
every Friday to a child for the weekend. These children would normally have very little, or no food to eat on the weekend. There are
about 75+ bags given out each Friday. All foods are individually
wrapped, single servings, and require minimal cooking.
Help us by donating food to this worthy cause. Some food
items are alternated throughout the year, but the items on this list
are collected all year long. Purchase items on the list below, and
donate items in the boxes provided around the church (Missions
Room, FLC, CAC).
<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <>< <><<>< <>< <><
*Oatmeal
*Chex Mix
*Grits
*Chef Boyardee Variety 7.5 oz. microwavable
*Nutri-Grain bars
*Raisins
*Pudding cups
*Del Monte Fruit Cups
*Cheez-It snack packs
*Campbell’s Chicken Noodle or Tomato soup
*Pop Tarts
*Rice Crispy Squares – 1.3 oz. (larger size)
*Cheese Nabs or Wheat and cheese (No peanut butter due to allergies)
Contact Christin Howard (336-978-9326) or Virginia Burnette (336409-8721) for more information, of if you would like to help pack
the bags! If you’d like to donate money, designate your check to
Book Bags of Hope.
Don’t forget this is a yearlong commitment – we need your help!

SALVATION ARMY BELL RINGING: Saturday, December 15 at Lowes Foods in Advance. Contact Virginia Burnette (336409-8721) to volunteer

SOCK & MITTEN TREE: Our tree will be up now through January. If you are able, please support Storehouse for Jesus with a pair
of socks, gloves, hats/ toboggans or scarves

December Children's Sunday School: The Meaning of Advent
December Children's Sermons: "What is it?" - Seeing God in Everything
December Children's Church: From Bethlehem to Bethlehem—What
Christmas Really Means
December 23rd
10am Pancake Breakfast
11am Birthday Party for Jesus

WORSHIP
TRANSPORTATION... If anyone who no longer drives would like to
come to Sunday school, worship, and/or any night events, you may
call the church office and someone from the men’s class will pick you
up in the church bus

COFFEE TIME... Join us in the Family Life Center at 9:30 am on
Sundays for coffee and a danish while we fellowship prior to the Sunday school hour

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
The HOPE circle will meet at 6 pm on Tuesday, December 4 at Wild
Mountain Designs and Art studio in Farmington for our holiday gathering. Food will be provided.
JOY Circle will meet Thursday, December 6 at 7 pm at Marcia Sexton’s. Everyone is asked to bring your favorite Christmas dish to
share. Everyone is welcome!

2018 Christmas Cards for Special Members

MISSIONS

You can send postage-free Christmas cards to Bethlehem's
Special Members who are either "shut ins" or are at least
80 years old! Please place your cards in the individual gift
bags in the Mission Room by Sunday, December 9. Although you may not know some of these individuals, they
are a very important part of our Bethlehem Family. They
would appreciate getting a card from YOU! Join us in wishing the following Special Members a very Merry Christmas:

BIRTHDAY GIFT FOR JESUS... Each year during Advent season,

Cleo Bertini

Betty Harper

CHRISTMAS LAMBS AND STARS....All gifts are due

Barbara Boger

Helen Hill

Maxine Boger

James & Pauline Howard

Nita Bullard

Johnny & Ellon Howard

Bill & Jean Burden

JC & Theresa Huddleston

back to Bethlehem by Monday, December 3. Please consider helping
a Davie County child or senior this Christmas. If you are unable to
shop or can’t sponsor an entire person, but would like to contribute
cash toward the purchase of gifts, please see Donna Powell, and she
will shop for you!

Carroll & Carolyn Carpenter

Helen Lanier

Billie Collins

Christine Miller

Robert & Carolyn Cornelius

Bob Rescigno

Hal Davis

Dreama Rhodes

LeGrand & Faye Dunn

Alma Smith

WA Dunn

Frances Smith

J Roy & Mitzi Foster

Nathan & Peggy Smith

Joyce Foster

Ruby Smith

Bethlehem will travel to the Boone OCC Shoebox Processing Center.
We will meet at the church at 10:30 AM, and our volunteer shift is
1:00-5:00 PM. Our job will be to join many other volunteers as we
inspect shoeboxes to make sure there are no inappropriate items,
add items to minimally filled boxes, make sure boxes have a correct
label, securely tape boxes, and then pack the shoeboxes in large
shipping boxes. This has always been a meaningful experience for
volunteers. We have 15 slots reserved in Boone, so if you would like
to join this volunteer group, please contact Donna Powell. Also, let
us know if you would be willing to drive the church bus for this trip.

Ezra & Nancy Gough

Jack Walker

COAT AND SWEATER DRIVE… We are collecting used

Shirley Griffin

Arlene Walter

Patsy Hanes

Bill & Jean West

coats, jackets, sweaters, and sweatshirts in GOOD, CLEAN condition.
Please leave these in the Mission Room beside the sanctuary, and
they will be donated to Storehouse for Jesus.

Bethlehem selects three mission agencies to be the beneficiaries of a
special Christmas offering. The Salvation Army, Winston-Salem Rescue Mission and Mercy & Grace Ministries (a Christian based mission
founded in July 2007 whose purpose is to bring the message of hope
through Jesus Christ to the lost people in Honduras...their website is
www.mercyandgraceministries.org) are the designated agencies. Please use the blue envelopes for your gift. Extras can be
found in the Mission Room from Sunday, December 3 until Christmas

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOEBOX PROCESSING CENTER: On Friday, December 14 a group from

MISSIONS MOMENT

CHRISTMAS

I am thrilled to share that our final count of filled Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes was 215! That is amazing and way past our goal
of 172 from last year! Thank you to each of you who participated!
Every shoebox you packed represents an opportunity to share the
Gospel with boys and girls in more than 100 countries around the
world. A special thank you goes to Judy and Steve McDowell who
transported our shoeboxes to the drop-off site in Clemmons.

Church-Wide Outreach Christmas Party

Our “Feed the Hungry at Thanksgiving” program through A Storehouse for Jesus was extremely successful as well. Over 400 meals
(60 from Bethlehem UMC) were packed on Sunday afternoon, November 11, 2018 then distributed on Sunday afternoon, November 18,
2018. A big thank you goes to all those who donated money and/or
volunteered their time and abilities to pack and distribute these
meals to Davie County families in need. You are so appreciated!
Mark your calendar! We have another volunteer opportunity coming
up in December. Bethlehem UMC will be ringing the bell at the Red
Kettle for the Salvation Army on Saturday, December 15, 2018 (10:00
am-7:00 pm) at Lowes Foods in Advance. The Red Kettle is more
than Christmas. The donations collected help to feed hungry children, house homeless families, and comfort survivors of disaster
throughout the year. As a special treat, June and Buz Buzzard will be
singing and playing keyboard (12:00-3:00 pm), and Ezra and Nancy
Gough along with Steve McDowell will be joining with their own musical talents. I hope you will want to be a part of this joyous, worthwhile event to help the less fortunate – and join for a Christmas carol
or two. We still need more volunteers for additional time slots, so
please contact me (336-409-8721) if you are available.
With a grateful heart, Virginia Burnette, Missions Chair
Let us not become weary in doing good… Galatians 6:9

Please make plans now to attend our Outreach Party on Sunday December 23rd. We had over 60 children at our Fall Festival. Our
schools and community are full of children who represent families
that need to know the love and grace of Jesus. If Bethlehem is going
to be all God has called us to be, we have to start thinking about
those who don't know Christ. Also for the many who may have
grown up in church but no longer attend. Christmas always softens
hearts and causes folks to think they should go to church. Flyers
were given out at Storehouse for Jesus, sent home in bookbags in
our local schools, put up around our town and will be handed out in
local neighborhoods on December 8th. Here are ways you can be
involved;
December 8th, meet the youth at church at 11am as we drive the bus
through several neighborhoods putting flyers in mailboxes. Invite
your neighbors. Co workers. Family. Plan to be at our pancake
breakfast at 10am on the 23rd. Plan to help set up and cook at
830am that morning. Plan to be at 11am as adults will gather to hear
the story of Christmas during the service. Or join the youth in the
FLC as we throw a birthday party for Jesus. Brothers and sisters this
IS our opportunity to reach out and be a light to visitors. Please respond to the great commission and call of Christ and make plans to
serve and love and reflect the one we celebrate this season. Questions, call Sherri Womble at 336-202-3553. Sign up at church for the
area you would like to participate in. THIS IS A CHURCH WIDE
EVENT.

Sunday, December 9 Christmas Cantata 11 AM: Come and
Behold Him is a beautiful Christmas collection designed to remind us
that although we can't see Him with our eyes, we can still see Him with
our hearts . . . and believe. The Chancel Choir invites you to Come and
Behold Him this Christmas!

TAKING DOWN CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS: We will
take down and put away Bethlehem’s Christmas decorations on
Wednesday, January 2 at 5 pm. Join us for a few minutes if you can.

CHRISTMAS (continued)

UNITED METHODIST MEN

POINSETTIA ORDERS: Flowers may be picked up after the

PINE NEEDLES... Only $5 per bale. Contact a member of UMM

Christmas Eve Candlelight service on Monday, December 24. A Memorial and Honorary Brochure will be available to note your special
designation for your poinsettia on Sunday, December 16. Please
note poinsettias must be picked up by Sunday, December 30.

or call the church office for pick-up or delivery

BREAKFAST: 2nd Sunday of the month. Join us on Sunday, December 9 at 7:30 am in the Family Life Center. Hope to see you
there!

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES: Join us on Monday, December 24—
Christmas Eve at 9 pm as we prepare our hearts and minds for the
coming of the Baby Jesus during our beautiful Christmas Eve Candlelight and Communion Service. Bring your family, neighbors, and
friends to this very meaningful service, and be blessed on this very
special day.

MEETINGS
FINANCE TEAM: The next meeting is scheduled for Sunday, December 9 at 5 pm in classroom 13

ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD: The next meeting is scheduled for Sunday, December 9 at 6 pm in classroom 14

MISCELLANEOUS
WEATHER CLOSINGS/ DELAYS... In case of possible inclement
weather, please stay tuned to WXII Channel 12 and look for
“Bethlehem United Methodist, Advance” delays or closings.

PRAYER CONCERNS
Judy Tucker, Frances Smith, Patsy Hanes, LeGrand Dunn, Ima Jean
Smith, Dennis Peterman, Billie Collins, Nonie Peterman, Casey Jones
(friend of Derek & Pam Harpe), Judy McDaniel (friend of Joe & Lois
Steelman), Paisley Speas (friend of Brittany Tugwell), Heather Egger
(daughter of Steve & Judy McDowell), Jimmy Pardue (nephew of
Joe & Lois Steelman), Christine Miller, Robert Cornelius, Judy Bailey
(friend of Barry & Susan Bowman), Parker Bailey (friend of Barry &
Susan Bowman), Theresa Huddleston, Charles Baker (father of Chuck
Baker), Stacey Fisher (friend of Bethlehem), Terri Lossman, Glenn
Ray Bryant (nephew of Dreama Rhodes), Joyce Foster, Tony Mullis
(brother of Terry Mullis), Wayne Ellis (brother of Alice Clontz),
Charles Howell, JC Huddleston, Ann Hash (friend of Barry & Susan
Bowman), Jimmy Myers, Jennifer Roberts (friend of Karen Powers)

Sympathy extended to: Lee & Penny Kye and family in the passing
of her sister, Peggy Brown, on Wednesday, October 31.

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES… January articles are due to the
church office by Monday, December 10

ATTENDANCE PADS… Please be sure you print your name
on the attendance pads weekly. We track attendance for multiple
purposes one of which will impact your ability to use the facilities for
personal uses. Even if you are in volunteer positions, please take a
moment to print your name.

COMMUNITY
AL-ANON GROUP… An AL-ANON family group is meeting at Macedonia Moravian Church, Advance on Sunday nights at 8 pm. The
meetings will be downstairs in the fellowship hall. AL-ANON is a
group to help families and friends of alcoholics. We welcome and
share hope for those who are in need of help

FINANCIAL INFO
GIFTS:
Primary
Ministry
Youth
Fund
Cemetery
Fund
Good
Neighbor
Missions
Fund
Book Bags
of Hope
UMCOR
Children’s
Fund

Volunteers for December

10-21

10-28

11-4

11-11

11-18

$5,495.00

$7,384.00

$7,704.00

$5,115.00

$9,273.00

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

400.00

-

-

25.00

-

20.00

25.00

-

-

-

100.00

-

-

-

200.00

-

25.00

100.00
-

-

10.00

10.00

10.00

11:00 am Acolyte
11:00 am Slideshow
2 Richard Nuckolls
2 Lance White
9 Jonathan Gunter
9 Karen Willard
16 Lilly Pfaff
16 Walt Myers
23 Clara Phelps
23 Jack Newman
30 CJ Phelps
30 Lance White
Rotational Greeters
Nursery
2 Debbie Crutchfield
2 Linda Dorsett
9 Susan Long
9 Debbie Vogler
16 Virginia Burnette
16 Pat Newman
23 Carl Moser
23 Marcia Sexton
30 Susan Sidden
30 Sue Riddle
Weekly Greeters
Church Sign
William Clontz & Larry Riddle
Barry Bowman & Lance White
8:45 am Ushers
8:45 am Slideshow
Hal Davis, Don Hanes, Joe Myers
Kyle Laird
11:00 am Ushers
2 David Powell, Jon Gunter, Ken Lard, Walt Myers
9 Jack Newman, David Darby, Steve Sexton, Gary Holt
16 James & Pauline Howard, Carl & Sharon Moser
23 Larry & Sue Riddle, Tim & Michelle Hoffman
30 Youth

NEWSLETTER TEAM: Team members Pat Sprouse, Jean West,

STAFF INFO
Pastor: Dr. Chuck Baker
pastor@bethlehem-umc.org
Youth Director: Sherri Womble
youth@bethlehem-umc.org
Administrative Assistant: Shannon Wombaugh
office@bethlehem-umc.org
Director of Preschool: Ashley Everett
preschool@bethlehem-umc.org
Director of Music Ministries: Peggy Nuckolls
peggy@bethlehem-umc.org
Financial Secretary: Peggy Isenhour peggy.i@bethlehem-umc.org
Finance Office: Jean Harpe & Sandra Sofley
finance@bethlehem-umc.org

Jean Harpe, Helen Lanier, Sharon Moser and Ima Jean Smith will assemble the January newsletter on Tuesday, December 18 at 9:30 am
in the Christian Activity Center. Please feel free to join us!

ATTENDANCE:

10-21 10-28 11-4

11-11 11-18

8:45 Worship

44

35

39

38

50

Sunday School

71

65

65

58

54

11:00 Worship

91

90

98

90

102

Total Worship

135

125

137

128

152

