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CHANGING SEASONS
I love living in a place that has four seasons. I can’t say I have a
favorite season because each season offers something new and
holds its own unique beauty. Spring brings forth new life. Summer
offers time for opportunities to play in creation. Fall provides
breathless beauty of new color. Winter, even filled with gentle
snow, brings a peacefulness and sometimes forces us to slow
down. Whether it is spring, summer, fall, or winter, change happens
in every season. Some changes we like, other changes we may
not like. Finding an acceptance to change takes time, energy,
and patience. We can resist change or welcome the opportunity
of new possibilities. We are beginning a new season here at
Bethlehem as well. This past Sunday, the Youth and Family KickOff, marked the beginning of a new program year. This coming Sunday, Rally Day, marks the beginning of new
opportunities to grow in our faith for people of all ages. The choirs begin their rehearsals to enhance our
worship experience and confirmation classes resume as our young people prepare to affirm their baptismal
promises made by their parents. In addition, the ministry councils are faithfully planning to ensure the ministry
here at Bethlehem continues to be vibrant during this time of pastoral transition. What a gift to have so many
people sharing in the ministry of this place.
In this season of transition in pastoral leadership, please continue to pray for the ministry here at Bethlehem
Lutheran Church. Pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance as together we discern what God is calling us to be as we
serve God’s people here in Cedar Falls and throughout the world. Pray that Bethlehem’s congregational
councils, staff, and members faithfully follow our mission to “share the bread of life with a hungry world”. In this
season of transition and change, pray that we continue to be faithful and loving servants as we build up the
Body of Christ. I look forward to continuing to be your
interim pastor in the seasons ahead. See you in worship
(and please remind me your name when I see you!).

We welcome assistant to the bishop Rev. Mark
Anderson, Sunday, September 30, as he will preach
at both services. He also will lead adult forum and
offer some reflections on current church trends in
North America and how the ELCA is addressing these
changes.

CALL PROCESS UPDATE Congregational Council met August 16. At this time, we
committed to meeting twice monthly, with one meeting dedicated to our regular
business and one dedicated to call process work. This will continue until we have a call
committee in place. After consultation with materials provided from the Synod and a
presentation from a Synod representative, we have decided to proceed with
selecting six church members plus two alternates to serve on our Call
Committee. These members will need to be diverse and represent our church
demographics given age, gender, vocation, and church involvement. Our next
meeting will more fully flesh out a process for nomination and selection. We also will
seek to populate a team to create our Ministry Site Profile; this team will likely have some membership overlap
with our Call Committee. We are continually reminded that this is a lengthy and time-consuming process, one
synod estimating approximately three months to establish a call committee, and six months to prepare a
ministry site profile. Congregational Council is committed to encouraging and establishing a call process that
is widely inclusive of BLC members. Please feel free to contact any Congregational Council member with
questions and look for updates in the newsletter, bulletin, and at congregational meetings.

Sunday, September
2, following 11:00am
worship.
Ovens available at
10:00am.
Everyone is
welcome!

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF KIT ASSEMBLY We will be
assembling kits for Lutheran World Relief Saturday,
September 29 , 9:00am. All ages are welcome. We will
put together school kits, health kits, and baby care kits.
We hope to assemble over 300 kits. Many hands will
make this quick work. Supply lists are available on the
website or on the welcome table. Please have supplies
at the church no later than
Sunday, September 16. Cash
donations are welcome
payable to BLC with “LWR Kits”
clearly marked. ??? Contact
Barb Davison, 277-6602 or
sbdavison@cfu.net

COUNCIL ON SERVICE will be collecting
donations for Crop Walk September, 30.
Information on the walk will be available
in the narthex.

BACKPACK SUPPLIES Thank you to
everyone who donated school
supplies and money to purchase
school supplies. 14 bags with supplies
were delivered to Lincoln School,
Cedar Falls. - Council on Service.

BREAD
PASTOR

BAKING
WITH
AUDREY Anyone

who might like to bake
communion bread with Pastor
Audrey is invited to join her on
September 8, 10:00am-12:00pm. We will make and
sample 2-3 types of bread for communion.
Individuals and families will be invited to sign up to
make or bring communion bread for Sunday
morning worship starting October 1.

Wednesday night meals will
continue this fall, starting
September 5, but with a new
twist. Pizza will be served each
week
from
5:45-6:30pm.
Individuals are invited to
supplement the meal if you so choose or even
bring their own food. The purpose of providing a
Wednesday evening meal is to simplify your life
when participating in Wednesday evening church
programs while enjoying the fellowship of our faith
community. Serving pizza will also ease the burden
of volunteers. Assistance will be needed to set up
drinks and clean up will be a community event.
Donations ($1/slice) are encouraged to sustain the
meal. Occasionally there may be a “surprise” meal
and pizza will be replaced with something else!

JOYFUL TIMES OUTING Come
enjoy a leisurely luncheon cruise on
the Iowa River at Iowa Falls
Monday, September 17. Cost is $27
for
the
lunch
and
the
cruise. Please sign up on the Welcome Table by
September 5. ??? Contact Jerry Mohling, 240-7571.

A++ CONGREGATION - 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering
THIS CHANGES EVERYTHING!
You may have read about the Youth Gathering group’s ‘#changeiseverything’
campaign in the August newsletter or possibly have now seen it in action at the
Youth & Family Fall Kickoff. This stemmed from an idea Austin & Jill had when we were
at the Youth Gathering in June, where they challenged the rest of us to save our
change and donate it to the Global Farm Challenge on our Interactive Learning Day
in Houston. So, now our Gathering group is challenging all of you to save your change from now until
mid-December and bring it to church, deposit it in our food trough, and we will donate it to ELCA World
Hunger’s Global Farm Challenge. We are challenging you to donate enough money for AT LEAST one family
farm, which is $715 – but we hope for more! Watch our progress grow on our corn stalk thermometer.
Of course, we don’t only accept change, “noisy offering.” We gladly accept “quiet money,” as well. Checks
can be made payable to the Bethlehem with “Global Farm Challenge” clearly marked on the memo line.
Our youth have been inspired by the Gathering to make a difference in our church, our community, and our
world. We hope you will walk beside us in this journey!

This changes everything!
A bit more about ELCA World Hunger’s yearlong youth-driven Global Farm Challenge: Almost 80% of the
world’s food is produced on small farms, where family members often work side by side. Yet, half of the
world’s 815 million undernourished people live on farms. Access to livestock, seeds, tools, and training can
change everything. Our efforts will support the agriculture-related
programs of ELCA World Hunger. The goal is to raise $500,000 or more
(matched dollar for dollar up to $515,000) to equip communities around
the world and in the USA with livestock, seeds, tools, training, and other
agriculture-related activities to turn a hungry season into a hopeful season.
Let’s share the bread of life with a hungry world to help create healthier
families, stronger economies, and a future filled with hope.
You can find more information about the Challenge at ELCA.org/globalfarmchallenge

MEET OUR NEW MUSIC MINISTRY DIRECTORS!
I am so thankful and excited for the opportunity to direct our Chancel Choir! The
choirs at Bethlehem have been a part of my life for as long as I can remember, and I
feel honored and privileged to now be responsible for this important part of the
music ministry here. As we enter into this new chapter of Chancel Choir at
Bethlehem, I would like to extend an invitation to all members of the congregation
to come and sing with us. We rehearse Wednesdays at 7:00pm and prepare for
worship on Sundays at 8:10am before singing at the 8:30am Worship Service. Our first
rehearsal will be Wednesday, September 5 and we will begin singing in worship
September 9. We welcome all confirmed members of the congregation to join us,
whether it’s for the full year or just a couple weeks that work with your schedule! If you have any questions, I
would be happy to answer them for you! I can be reached at zacharysouhradarogers@gmail.com or
415-9019. - Zachary Souhrada-Rogers
Please welcome Amber Halvorsen as the new Cherub Choir Director!
Amber has been a member of Bethlehem Lutheran since 2012 and has
been actively involved in Sunday school, VBS, and the Faith and
Learning Mission Council. She has always had a love of music and
can’t wait to work with the younger choir kids. She looks forward to
inspiring a love of music and giving the youth an opportunity to serve
at Bethlehem. The Cherub Choir will meet Wednesdays from 6:156:45pm, beginning September 5. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Amber, 610-7301.

SEPTEMBER 2018

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES
Resumes September 9, 9:45am
??? Contact Lisa Newgard

SEEKING A SUNDAY SCHOOL
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM DIRECTOR
Yes, school just started and now we are already
talking about Christmas! Here is your chance to
volunteer and direct this year’s Sunday School
Christmas program (December 16). Invite a friend
to be a co-director with you and begin
dreaming/planning for a wonderful Christmas
program here at Bethlehem. Contact Pastor
Audrey or Robin if you are interested.

EQUIPPING WORSHIP LEADERS
It takes a village to lead worship, after all, worship is
the work of the people. Thanks to all who share
their gifts in worship leadership - acolytes, ushers,
assisting ministers, lectors, projectionist, choir
members, and altar guild. Current Acolytes and
Ushers, along with anyone else who might like to
serve in these areas, are invited to meet in the
sanctuary during worship services
Sunday,
September 16, 9:40am to review current practices.
Lectors, Assisting Ministers and Power Point
Projectionist, and others
interested in sharing in
this ministry, are invited to
meet
Sunday,
September 23, 9:40am to
review current practices.

We offer several opportunities for adults to engage in
the Bible and talk about God’s continuing work in our
lives.
Sunday Morning Bible Study resumes, September 9,
9:45am. Pastor Audrey will lead a forum/Bible Study on
“Finding Peace and Hope in Bethlehem: Managing
Transitions”. September 30, assistant to the bishop Rev.
Mark Anderson, will lead adult forum and offer some
reflections on current trends in North America and how
the ELCA is addressing these changes. Thanks to
everyone who completed the Adult Education Survey
these last few Sundays.
Friends in Faith will meet September 16, 6:30pm in the
Church Library. We will be watching and discussing
videos of the speakers at the Mass Gathering evening
sessions at the Youth Gathering in Houston. ??? Contact
Diane Kestner, 277-2469.
Men’s Bible Study Breakfast will meet September 22,
7:30am in the Church Fellowship Hall to study the gospel
reading appointed for worship the next Sunday. Join us
for bagels, orange juice, and coffee while we
study. ??? Contact Scott Davison, 486-6914.

September 2018…We are excited to tell
you about a fun addition to the library that
fits our 4 Key culture. NEW Story Bags! A
green Bethlehem Lutheran Church zipper
bag contains a book along with a Bible reference, a devotion, Spark activate faith page, and
a prayer square that you can use when praying. Coloring and activity pages and a felt story
also are included. These bags are for parents, grandparents, and other caring adults to use with
children ages preschool to 3rd grade. You can find the name of the story and the age
range recommended on the blue tag located on the handle of each bag. Look for them in the
kids’ corner of the library. There is no checkout process, just be sure to return bags to the
volunteer desk in the church office for resupplying. We hope you enjoy these new Story
Bags! ??? Contact Julie Alexander, 230-4742.

“Enhancing lives through a commitment to individualized care
in a home empowered by God’s love.”
This is the mission statement of NewAldaya Lifescapes, a place of Christian Caring with direct ties to
Bethlehem Lutheran Church. Ours was one of 7 Lutheran congregations that founded this place!
We continue to consider it an important part of our ministry to older adults.
This month, I’d like to highlight two ways our congregation contributes to the governance of NewAldaya.
Sounds dry perhaps, but it is actually very interesting to learn about the inner workings of such a dynamic
place and to be involved in strategic planning and visioning to continue to build on the strong foundation
that we have. The possibilities are exciting!
•

•

Board of Directors membership: Bethlehem holds 1-2 seats on the board; terms are 3 years in length; and
we meet quarterly. I’m in my 6th and final year on the board, and I’m surprised to say I’ll miss it when I’m
done. I’ve made new friends and gained a new appreciation for a field I knew little
about. I sincerely feel like board members make a positive difference.
As a founding church, Bethlehem appoints members to serve as delegates to the
annual meeting held in May. Delegates take part in the decision making and learn
about the financial health and strategic direction of the facility. While this may not
immediately come to mind when you think of “ministry,” it is a vital part of keeping NAL
a strong mission partner into the future.

Again, I’d love to visit further about these opportunities. Catch me at coffee fellowship, at
lisa.nelson111@gmail.com or 464-6143. - Lisa Nelson

DONATE NOW
Use your smartphone to scan the
QR code or go to bethlehemcf.org
and click on “Give Online” underneath
the Worship tab.

319-266-3541
office@bethlehemcf.net
CHURCH OFFICE STAFF
Pastor Audrey Lukasak
507-358-6924, pastor@bethlehemcf.net
Robin Souhrada - Director of Faith Formation
robin@bethlehemcf.net
Rachel Storm - Office Manager
rachel@bethlehemcf.net
Heather Schneider - Ministry Coordinator
heather@bethlehemcf.net
STAY CONNECTED
www.bethlehemcf.org
#blcsharing
www.facebook.com/pages/Bethlehem-Lutheran-ChurchELCA/45155212584266?ref=hl

Young Adult & Campus Ministry
Lutheran Student Center
2616 College St., CF
September Ministry Schedule
Pints of Grace: Tuesdays, 7:00pm
at Pepper’s, 620 East 18th, Cedar Falls
Pints of Grace is a ministry with young adults,
18-30 years old, where fellowship and
conversations of faith are enjoyed. Come
relax, enjoy a soda or beer, and gather
together as brothers and sisters in Christ.
LSC Worship: Wednesdays, 8:30pm
Dinner preceding, 7:30pm
LSC Coffee House: Tuesdays and Thursdays,
8:00pm. Enjoy free coffee, smoothies,
cookies, music, and fellowship at the LSC.
Bible Study: Tuesdays, 8:15 at the LSC. Join
Jon and others for a lectionary Bible Study
focusing on the texts used in church the
coming Sunday.
Fall Retreat: September 28-30 at the Riverview
Conference Center, Cedar Falls. More
information available through the LSC.
??? Contact Jon Fry , UNI LSC Campus
Minister, Jon.Fry14@gmail.com, or visit
www.lutheranstudentcenter.org
The Lutheran Student Center is an ELCA
partner in ministry with Bethlehem and St.
John Lutheran churches.

“BETHLEHEM” (USPS 565-290) is published monthly by the
BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH, 4000 Hudson Road, Cedar
Falls, Iowa 50613. Periodical Postage Paid at Cedar Falls,
Iowa 50613.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Bethlehem, 4000
Hudson Road, Cedar Falls, Iowa 50613

4000 Hudson Road, Cedar Falls, Iowa 50613

VOLUME 55 NUMBER 8 August 28, 2018

WEDNEDSAY NIGHT MINISTRIES
RESUME SEPTEMBER 12
Supper, 5:45pm
Contemporary Worship
Rehearsal
5:15-6:00pm
Cherub Choir
(Grades K-3)
6:15-6:45pm

Confirmation
(Grades 8-10)
6:30pm-7:30pm

Celestial Choir
(Grades 4-7)
6:15-7:00pm

Chancel Choir
(10th Grade-Adult)
7:00-8:00pm

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Resumes September 9, 9:45-10:45am
Preschool, age 3,-2nd Grade children begin
with Opening in the St. Peter Room off the
Fellowship Hall (beginning 9/16).
3rd-7th Grade Youth meet in their
classrooms.
8th-12th Grade Youth meet in the Youth
Room. *New Youth Forum this year.
Adult Forum meet in the Church Library.

RALLY SUNDAY
SEPTEMBER 9, 9:30am

REGULAR WORSHIP HOURS
RESUME SEPTEMBER 2, 2018

REGULAR OFFICE HOURS
RESUME SEPTEMBER 4, 2018

8:30am and 11:00am
Office Closed, Labor Day
Monday, September 3, 2018

Monday-Thursday
8:00am-3:00pm
Friday, 8:00am-Noon

EVERYONE is invited to
enjoy root beer floats in
the Fellowship Hall as we
celebrate the first day of
Sunday School. Come
and meet teachers and
catch up with friends!

