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RAINBOWS: A REMINDER OF GOD’S LOVE AND PROMISES

Recently a neighbor greeted me in the parking lot as she was taking her
morning walk. Joan introduced herself to me and shared how much she
enjoyed walking around our church through the parking lot. Not only did she
appreciate having “no dogs” coming up to bite her and walking in a place
with few mosquitoes, she liked the mission statement on our sign, “Sharing the
Bread of Life with a Hungry World.” These words reminded her of God’s daily
blessings in her life.
As we continued our visit, she said she wanted to share a photo taken at the
time of VBS. Wednesday night at VBS, rain watered the earth but it did not dampen the spirit of the
kids. Once it stopped, the kids were able to go outside for their games and God blessed them with
a vibrant rainbow. More than that, a double rainbow! The neighbor saw the kids playing and heard
the adults explaining how rainbows were formed. Later that evening, Joan shared the photo with a
Lutheran pastor friend. He said to her, “Rainbows are a reminder of God’s love and promises to us.”
The timing of my visit with Joan blessed the beginning of my day. How easy it is to get busy in life,
thinking of all the things that need to be done in the day ahead, recalling a difficult conversation
with someone; praying for a loved one, a friend or a member in the hospital; worrying about
someone going through a difficult time; or nearing the end of their life. Just when one may feel the
weight of the world, here comes a messenger of God like Joan, who reminds us of God’s love and
promise to be with us every day in life.
May this image of a double rainbow overlooking Bethlehem Lutheran Church, with a flag reminding
us of the gift living in a country where we can worship God freely, carry us forward. As we prepare
to start up our fall ministries and the call committee begins to interview pastoral candidates, may we
not forget God’s love for us in this time of transition. May we look up, see the good things that are
around us, and thank God for being there with us every day of life.
PRAYER FOR CONGREGATIONS IN TRANSITION
Loving God, be with us and guide us during this time of discernment. Fill our leaders with your wisdom. Keep
us mindful of the work you would have us do. Lead us and guide us, O Lord, to be about the work of your
kingdom even as the search for a new pastor continues. Bless all who have taken on extra
responsibility and fill them with a sense of your love and presence. We pray in your Son’s
name, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

WEDNEDSAY NIGHT MINISTRIES

Contemporary Worship
Rehearsal

RESUME SEPTEMBER 4

5:15-6:00pm

Supper, 5:45pm
Cherub Choir

Confirmation

(Grades K-3)

(Grades 8-10)

6:15-6:45pm

6:30pm-7:30pm

Celestial Choir

Chancel Choir

(Grades 4-7)

(10th GradeAdult)

6:15-7:00pm

7:00-8:00pm

FEEDBACK WELCOMED
The Bethlehem Church Council
and Ministry Partnership
Committee are always available to hear from
the congregation. At any time, please don’t
hesitate to reach out to any Council or Ministry
Partnership member with concerns or general
feedback. Call the church office or stop at the
council bulletin board in fellowship hall to
receive phone numbers or email addresses of
the following people:
Council:Mark Halvorsen-President, Kurt LeistikowVice President, Nick Newgard-Treasurer, Kent
Anderson-Secretary, Roberta Bodensteiner,
Mindy Fisher, Connie Johnson, Sam Lubs, Glen
Nelson, Jill Schulte.

Before we know it, Wednesday night
ministries will be occurring again.
Part of the programming is a weekly
meal. We are in need of people who
would be willing to prepare and serve a meal or
two during the fall. If you would be interested in
helping with the meals, please contact Heather
at 266-3541, or heather@bethlehemcf.net.
The schedule for Wednesday Night Meals for
September:
11- Maid Rites
18- Pizza
25- Sloppy Joes

JOYFUL TIMES This group for BLC members and
friends of the BLC, AARP or “empty nester”
ages meets 9:30am the 3rd Wednesday of each
month for coffee fellowship and to plan
activities for future months. The next meeting is
Wednesday, September 18, 9:30am.
Joyful Times Tour: Amish
Lunch
September
25 ???Contact Jerry
Mohling, 240-7571
JOYFUL TIME TOUR OF
PIONEER SEED.

CROP WALK this year will be Sunday Sept. 29. For
the first time, Bethlehem will be the host church.
Registration will be at 1:30 and the walk begins
at 2:00. The 3 mile walk will be in Cedar Falls
beginning at BLC. All proceeds will be used to
fight hunger in the Cedar Valley and around the
world. This is the 50th Anniversary of Crop Walk.
The Council on Service will be collecting
donations three Sundays in September. Thank
you for your help in the fund raiser that
Bethlehem has been part of for many years.

Sharing the Bread of Life with a Hungry World.
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF KITS
Lutheran World Relief Kit
Assembly
Saturday, September 28, 9-11am
All ages are needed to tie flannel
quilts and assemble school kits,
personal care kits and baby care
kits.

CONFIRMATION MINISTRY The confirmation
program for 8th and 9th graders begins Sunday,
September 15, at 5:00 p.m., with pizza and the
“Luther” movie. Thanks to the parents of our
confirmation youth who are helping create a
new and creative confirmation ministry here at
Bethlehem for busy youth and their families, while
keeping the promises made at the time of
baptism.

All donations need to be to the church by Sept.
18.
Questions: Barb Davison 319-277-6602 or
sbdavison@cfu.net For a complete list of what is
needed for school, baby care and personal
care kits, there is a list on the Welcome Table or
you can go to the church website and find
Lutheran World Relief under Ministries.
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SUNDAY MORNING FORUMS Sunday
morning adult education forums begin again
in September, starting at 9:45 a.m. in the
library.
September 1 Spiritual Practice Class with Ellen
Hermanson on Creative Arts.
September 8 Rally Sunday Come and share
your ideas about what you would like to see
for Bible Studies here at Bethlehem in the
coming year. Would you like to start a bible
study at your home, pick a specific book to
study over a time choose a topic? What times
for these studies works best for you?
September 15 Lutheran Worship 101 Join Lisa
and Glenn Nelson as they discuss why we do
what we do in worship. What makes Lutheran
worship different than worship in other
denominations?
September 22 Spiritual Dimensions of an
Illness Pastor Audrey will share how illness
impacts one’s spirituality.
September 29 Social Media, Faith, and the
Family –How to manage a dangerous
landscape safely.

Friends in Faith will meet on
Sunday, September 15, at 6:30 p.m.
in the library. We will review
chapters 1 thru 3 of the book
"Shepherd of Souls, Faith Formation
Through Trusted Relationships" by
David W. Anderson. Please bring a snack to
share and your own drink. If you have not
joined us before and are interested in this book,
please get your own book and come be part
of our fellowship and discussion. We love new
friends and insights. Questions to Vicki Newgard
at 319-240-3905 or vnewgard@cfu.net.

BACKPACKS Fourteen backpacks were filled
and delivered to Lincoln School due to the
generosity of the members at Bethlehem. These
backpacks will be appreciated by students at
the school in their new year. Thanks to everyone
that contributed school supplies. Council on
Service.

B.L.Y.M.P. & FM4000
NEWS!
Bethlehem Lutheran Youth Ministry Programs & Family Ministry at 4000 Hudson Road
PINTS OF GRACE is changing locations! In September, we will
meet on Tuesdays, 7:00pm, at Mulligans, 205 E. 18th Street, C.F.
We welcome people 18-30 years old, for a soda, beer, or food,
as we enjoy fellowship and conversations of faith. ??? Contact
Zachary Rogers, 319-415-9019.

Lutheran World Relief Kit Assembly Day
Saturday, Sept. 28, 9:00-11:00 am
The whole congregation and all Bethlehem
Youth Groups are encouraged to attend this
event!
Join Barb and friends in the Fellowship Hall to help
assemble school, baby care, and personal care
kits, and tie quilts for LWR. This cross-generational
activity, including devotions, snack, and fellowship, is
a favorite for many BLC members! Donations for the
kits should be brought to the church by Sept. 18.???
Contact Barb Davison, 277-6602.

September 2019

Rally Day

Sept. 8

UNI Tailgater

Sept. 21

Y&F Ministry Mtg.

Sept. 23

LWR Kit Assembly Day

Sept. 28

Youth Ministry Intensive
Event

Sept. 29

Pints of Grace 7:00pm

Tuesdays

Thanks for joining us for Youth & Family
Ministry Kickoff 2019: Go Big and Take
Faith Home!

Youth Ministry Intensive Event : Sunday, Sept. 29
The NEIA Synod is hosting a Youth Ministry Intensive Event for adults at St. Paul’s Lutheran, Waverly. There will
be yummy goodies and many resources for us to take home! The event, from 1:30-4:30 pm, will consist of 4
different workshop sessions (8 workshops will be offered). See the list of the workshops on the Youth & Family
Ministry bulletin board in Fellowship Hall. There is a $5.00 cost, which Bethlehem will cover for our members. If
you are interested in attending, contact Karen Dowell, 230-9733, by Wed., Sept. 25.

20th Annual
LSC Middle School LockLock-In
Saturday
September 21
Noon

Oct. 1111-12
This year’s schedule includes prayer, worship,
large group activities, pizza, and free time in the
UNI Wellness Center .

(Latham Parking Lot) Cost: $40 (late fee $500). Register through
Bethlehem with a $20 campership for BLC
4:00pm Game
members before Friday, September 27, by
Sign up for group tickets, $20 each, by Sept. 15 on the Youth
contacting Sue Jorgensen, 404-3942, or Karen
& Family Ministry bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall.
Dowell, 230-9733.

VIBRANT FAITH
Milestone Ministry Bible Sunday

A time for remembering our Baptismal covenant by passing on the
faith through the stories of the Bible.
September 15, during both worship services, we will give Bibles to
our 3-year-olds and 3rd and 8th grade students. Not only will they get
one for themselves, but also one to give away as a way to connect
the word of God with the world of God.

Our denomination, the ELCA, holds a churchwide assembly triennially - to worship, vote on matters of governance and policy, and be church together for the sake of the world. This year’s churchwide assembly was full
of important votes and actions, including:

 Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton was reelected for a second six-year term on the first ballot.
 ● A declaration of apology to our siblings of African descent, which was received by the African Descent
Lutheran Association with thanks and a call for accountability and living into the words shared.

 ● Approved resolution declaring the ELCA is a “sanctuary church body,” encouraging participation in
the ELCA AMMPARO initiative for migrant children, discernment of care for our immigrant neighbors in
our context, and the promise of forthcoming resources for this work.

 ● Approved support for the World Council of Church’s Thursdays in Black, awareness movement for a
world without rape and violence.

 ● Voted to commemorate June 17 as a day of repentance, in honor and remembrance of the martyrdom of the Emanuel 9.

 Approved a declaration for inter-religious commitment, reaffirming ecumenical and interfaith partnerships.

 ● Approved the recommendations from a strategic taskforce which has been studying how to work toward authentic diversity in our church.

 ● Approved memorials: affirming but not “endorsing” the Poor People’s Campaign, care for immigrants
and refugees, and other statements.

 ● Adopted a new social statement, “Faith, Sexism, and Justice: a Lutheran Call to Action,” and its implementing resolutions.

 ● Deacon Sue Rothmeyer was elected Churchwide Secretary, a full-time position which acts as executive
administrator and leader on all constitutional matters and interpretation.

 ● Constitutional change for Deacons (rostered ministers of word and service) to be ordained, from the
previous practice of consecration.

 ● Celebrated the milestones of 50 years of women's ordination, 40 years since the first woman of color
was ordained, and 10 years since full inclusion of LGBTQIA+ clergy.

FUNERAL LUNCH HELPERS
We wish to thank all who help with funeral
lunches in various ways: baking cakes, setting
up, preparing and serving food, and/or doing
dishes and cleaning up. Especially in the winter
and fall seasons when some have gone south,
we could use more team members. If you
would like to be included in this very special
ministry please contact Judy Hill 319-266-0855,
or jmhill@cfu.net.
Thank you— Audrey Petersen, Judy Hill and
Kathy Green.

September 21 Noon Tailgater
(same parking lot as last
year) Bring a dish to share, your
own meat to grill, drinks and
lawn chair. Condiments, plates,
tableware provided.
Questions Barb & Scott Davison
4pm UNI Football game vs. Idaho State. Tickets
$20. Sign up on Youth board in Fellowship Hall by
Sept. 15. Questions Dave Rogers

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY BREAKFAST
September 28th 7:30am
At Bethlehem Lutheran Church.
All are welcome.

COLLEGE CLASSES have resumed. If
you would like the church to have
your college address, please
contact
Heather
at
heather@bethlehemcf.net

COMMUNITY MEALS
Serve 160 People in August

BETHLEHEM KNITTERS & FRIENDS

VOLUNTEER
The Altar Guild of BLC is in need
of more volunteers. This involves
setting up for Sunday
communion for the 2 services
plus the second service volunteers put away the
communion vessels after 2nd service. For 1st
service we have a team of 2. Usually the
volunteers do this for 1-2 months during the year.
If you would be interested, please contact
Kathy Timmer, gustimmer@cfu.net, or 610-2241.

All those able
or wishing to knit or
.
crochet prayer shawls and scarves
are welcome to join Bethlehem
members and friends in the Church Library,
Wednesdays, 1:00pm.

DO DAY
If you can tie a knot, you are
qualified to help at Do Day,
Tuesday, September 10, 9:00am. All are
welcome to meet in the Church Fellowship Hall
to tie quilts for Lutheran World Relief. ???
Contact Barb Davison, sbdavison@cfu.net.

LOVE INC DONATIONS NEEDED The Service

PET BLESSING
Do you have a pet? Then save the date,
October 6, at 2:00 p.m., for Pet Blessing here at
the BLC’s Soccer Fields. Invite your neighbors to
join us with their pets. A special certificate of
blessing will be given to each pet, including pet
rocks!
The Church Office will be closed
Labor Day Monday September 2
Have a wonderful Labor Day from
the Church Staff.

GIVING WITHOUT A CHECK

Council is in need of medical equipment for our
Love INC ministry. A list may be found and items
can be left in the coat area of the Narthex. ???
Contact Becky Anderson, 830-7440, or Theresa
Elverum, 277-3306. Love INC is also in need of
furniture donations: bed sets, dressers, dining
sets, couches (no hide-a-beds), loveseats,
washers/dryers, stoves, and refrigerators only. If
you have one of these items to donate, they
will pick it up from you. ??? Contact Love INC,
266-1264.

ALTAR FLOWERS
There are still openings for
donations of altar flowers. Please
sign up on the Flower Chart on the
bulletin board by the kitchen in the
Fellowship Hall. ??? Kathy Timmer,
610-2241.
STAY CONNECTED

Many members in recent years have discovered
how easy it is to transfer a one-time gift or make
recurring offerings from their bank account or
major credit card directly to Bethlehem Lutheran
Church.
Our partnership with Vanco Services, a secure
giving system, allows you to make your gift to
the church and ensures you do not incur fees
when you give online or set up an automatic
account. Check out our website to see how
easy it is to give to God’s church: http://
www.bethlehemcf.org/welcome/
online-giving/?view=mobile. Another
option is to scan the QR code with
your smart phone.

UNIFIED ACTIVITY JULY 2019
2019 Mission Plan Total: $363,893
July Income:
Expenses:

$25,734.56
$25,971.53
(-236.90)

Yearly Income $195,464.70
Yearly Expenses $199,877.31
(-4,412.61)

www.bethlehemcf.org
#blcsharing
LIKE us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/pages/
Bethlehem-Lutheran-ChurchELCA/451552121584266?ref=hl

319-226-3541
office@bethlehemcf.net
CHURCH OFFICE STAFF
Audrey Lukasak - Interim Pastor
507-358-6924, pastor@bethlehemcf.net
Robin Souhrada - Director of Faith Formation
robin@bethlehemcf.net
Tina Varney - Office Administrative Assistant
office@bethlehemcf.net
Heather Schneider - Ministry Coordinator
heather@bethlehemcf.net
Diane Bowman - Office Business Assistant
office@bethlehemcf.net
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SUNDAY SCHOOL

RALLY SUNDAY

9:45-10:45am

SEPTEMBER 8, 9:45am

Preschool Classes age 3-4th Grade
children begin September 15 with opening
in the St. Peter Room off the Fellowship Hall
(beginning 9/15).
5th-7th Grade
classrooms.

Youth

meet

in

their

8th-12th Grade Youth Forum meet in the
Youth Room.

CHURCH POTLUCK
Sunday, September 1
following 11:00am worship
Ovens available at
10:00am
Everyone is welcome!

Rally Sunday, September 8th
9:45-10:45
Enjoy a root beer float and
families of students in PK-4th
grade will learn about new
changes we’re making to
Sunday School this year.
Sunday School Opening for PK-4
will begin September 15th at 9:45.

REGULAR WORSHIP
HOURS RESUME
SEPTEMBER 1, 2019

8:30am and 11:00am

Office Closed, Labor
Day, September 2, 2019
REGULAR OFFICE HOURS
RESUME SEPTEMBER 3
2019

