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GROWING IN FAITH TOGETHER
“Spirit of the Living God, come now and grow our faith…” These words are part of the prayer I use at the
beginning of my sermons preached here at Bethlehem. Some of you may have memorized this prayer as you
have heard it a few times. The prayer, written by a friend of mine from South Africa, has used this prayer at the
beginning of his sermons for many years and has given me permission to use it. I have found the prayer uses
metaphors that capture the essence of what it means to be a worshiping faith community, especially for a
congregation who has a mission of “Sharing the bread of life with a hungry world.” Here is the full prayer….
Spirit of the Living God, come now and grow our faith, deepen our hope, come and strengthen our love,
water in each of us a desire to be your faithful friend forever. This we pray in Jesus name. Amen.
In the weeks ahead, you will be invited to participate in our fall stewardship program. The theme for this year’s
program is G.I.F.T.-Growing In Faith Together. The fall stewardship program offers us a time to reflect on the
many different gifts we receive from God and how we share our time, talents, and treasures. A Time and Talent
form has been created by the congregational leadership which highlights the many ministries opportunities for
you to grow in your faith and serve. Everyone will also be invited to prayerfully reflect on how God has blessed
you throughout life and how one might share your “treasures,” your financial gift, to support the ministries here
at Bethlehem Lutheran Church.
I continue to pray for all of you every day as we continue our journey together during this year of transition. I
give thanks for the many ways people have shared their gift of time to ensure the ministries at BLC continue. I
celebrate the energy and excitement that comes on
Wednesday evening and Sunday morning as our choirs sing
from their hearts and inspire us through music. I am honored
to be able to listen to your stories of faith, especially of our
young people preparing to affirm their baptism on October
28. I am grateful for the Congregational Council who has
developed a plan for the call process that will focus, not only
on what kind of pastor is needed here at BLC, but guide you
to look at the mission of this place and your future of serving
God’s church here in Cedar Falls and the world. Together,
may we continue to grow in our faith, be open to the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, and be faithful followers of Jesus.

Sunday, October
7,following 11:00am
worship
Ovens available
at 10:00am
Everyone is
welcome!

BLESSING OF QUILTS AND KITS
We are blessed with quilters who use their passion and
skills to make quilts during the year. They call it Do Day
and it happens the second Tuesday of the month.
Sunday, October 21, they will display some of their
quilts on the pews. The congregation will bless these
and the kits which will be sent throughout the world.
Thank you to all who helped!

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF
Have you ever wanted to
see what Do Day is like but
the second Tuesday of the
month doesn't work for
you? Come see what it is
all about 9:00-11:00am,
Monday,
October
8
or Wednesday, October 10.
(We also will meet Tuesday,
October 9). We can teach you how to tie quilts or pin
the edges of the quilt. The coffee is always on and the
conversations are always fun.
If you can't make it during the work week and would
still like to help with Lutheran World Relief, please
come and help the youth pack the quilts and kits
for shipment Sunday, October 21, following the
11:00am worship service. After everything is packed
we will eat pizza and reflect on our work. Come join
us! ??? Contact Barb Davison, 277-6602 or
sbdavison@cfu.net

JOYFUL TIMES OUTING The group will
visit the Amish community in Fairbank
for a delicious lunch Wednesday,
October 3. ??? Contact Jerry Mohling,
240-7571.

Wednesday night meals will
continue this fall. Pizza will be
served each week from
5:45-6:30pm. We are in need
of someone to help serve
pizza October 10. If you can
help, please contact Heather,
heather@bethlehemcf.net.
There will be no meal October 31 due to
Halloween. We hope you have a safe and fun
night trick or treating.

BREAD BAKERS, USHERS,
GREETERS,
&
OTHER
WORSHIP
LEADERS
Stop by the Welcome Table
and sign up for the month of
October to help bake or bring communion bread,
usher, be a greeter, or serve in other areas of
worship. We appreciate the many people who
assist. All are welcome to participate.

NEW CONFIRMANDS
BREAD BAKING
Those being confirmed on
Sunday, October 28, are
invited to join Pastor Audrey
on Saturday morning October 27, 11:00am, to
bake communion bread for Reformation Sunday.
Bethlehem “Shares the
Bread of Life with a Hungry
World” by hosting the
Community Meal Tuesday,
October 16, 4:30-6:00pm.
The 8th & 9th Grade
Confirmation classes will help this month and you
can too! Please sign up on the Welcome Table in
the Church Lobby if you are able to volunteer.

FALL CLEANUP AT BETHLEHEM
Saturday, October 13
8:30am-Noon
All ages are invited to help!
Any amount of time you can
give to get YOUR church home
ready for fall/winter would
be appreciated. Lunch will be
provided. ??? Contact Butch Naber, 239-0286.

A++ CONGREGATION - 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering
1 farm, 2 farms, 3 farms, more!
Last month you learned about the youth-driven ELCA Youth Gathering Global Farm
Challenge the Bethlehem Gathering participants encouraged us to be a part of. Their
goal for Bethlehem members is to raise enough money to buy one farm ($715) and 2
oxen and a plow ($1,000) through ELCA World Hunger. This is the #changeiseverything
campaign. Bring your change (noisy offering) to the church and leave it in the trough.
Watch our corn stalk grow as we exceed our goal. “Quiet” money is also welcome! Make checks payable to
Bethlehem with “Global Farm Challenge” clearly marked. Envelopes may be found in the trough. Currently
our total is $436.91.
So, what does, “1 farm, 2 farms, 3 farms, more” have to do with our story? A member of Bethlehem was
deeply moved by the Gathering participants’ excitement to bring their faith forming experience home.
Feeling empowered by the Holy Spirit, encouraged by our youth, and caring deeply
about farming, a matching gift has been offered to give up to 4 farms ($1,660). Overall
with this matching gift, the congregation has the opportunity to donate $5,720 to the
Global Farm Challenge. To learn more, visit elca.org/globalfarmchallenge
We are so grateful for the way Bethlehem members support our youth prior to, during,
and even after the Gathering. This faith forming cross-generational culture is cultivated
through Bethlehem’s Vibrant Faith Ministry. #changeiseverything

CALL PROCESS UPDATE
Congregational Council met September 16, a meeting we
dedicated to work on next steps in our call process. We
have first decided to partner our work with the upcoming
Time and Talent Survey included with stewardship
materials; we choose to this this as it demonstrates our
desire to involve as many members of the congregation in
this process as possible. We spent some of our time
together putting this document together and working with each mission council/church organization to
represent its mission. Look for this survey in print and digital form very soon.
Our second decision was to decide that we will have two teams--one, the Mission Forward Team (MFT),
comprised of up to 12 members, will study our church as it is and as we want to be, conduct forums and lead
conversations, review our structure and protocols, and ultimately, with the help of all mission councils and the
approval of Congregational Council, compose a Ministry Site Profile (MSP). This profile is what we will share
with the Synod and those pastors interested in serving BLC; the MSP is part marketing tool, part definition, part
mission and vision plan, part look book. When this work is or is nearly complete, it will be time to assemble the
Call Committee, a team of 6-8 members (two alternates + representation from the Mission Forward Team).
We have decided to proceed with the MFT first because its work is integral to informing the Synod what we
seek in a pastor and also who will be best to serve on our Call Committee. In order to ensure the best
possible outcome, we are committed to forming teams that are as diverse as possible, in age,
gender identity, church experience/attendance/involvement, worldview, and other attributes. Finally,
Congregational Council determined a timeline for the work of this first phase.
October: Time and Talent Forms, Nominations for Mission Forward Team & Call Committee, Monthly Forums
November: Select and gather MFT, Harvest Dinner, Develop Timeline of Congregation History, Monthly Forums
January: Gather, commission, and train the MFT, Monthly Forums
February: Identify goals and approaches to reach goals, Monthly Forums
March-April: Set up small groups, plan other groups, survey congregation, Monthly Forums
May-June: Write ministry profile, Present to council and call committee, Town Hall Meeting with Congregation,
Monthly Forums
Summer/Fall: Call Committee meets with NE Iowa Synod, Interviews begin, Monthly Forums
If you want to talk more or have any questions, please speak to a Congregational Council member.
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OCTOBER 2018
MISSION PLAN
GIVING UPDATE
The
Congregational
Council
received
a
report from the Finance
Council at their recent
meeting. The council
reported at the quarterly meeting this past July
that the financial gifts received for the year were
below our expenses. We are currently $31,000
below the budget for 2018. The council continues
to look at ways to cut expenses for the remaining
year and review the ministry councils’ mission
plans for 2019. Plan to attend the quarterly
meeting October 21 as the 2019 budget will be
presented. Thank you for considering an
additional gift towards our current deficit.
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is blessed to have a
long history of generous giving as we support
many ministries both within the congregation, the
community, and throughout the world.

HARVEST

DINNER-SAVE

THE

DATE

Mark your calendar and plan to attend our annual
Harvest Dinner on Sunday, November 4. This dinner
is a way to say “thank you” to the many ways
every member shares their time, talents, and
treasures towards the mission here at Bethlehem
Lutheran Church. A concert by Michael Facciani,
a native of the Cedar Valley, will be singing prior
to the meal.

HARVEST DINNER PIES Calling all pie makers.
Please consider making or donating a pie for the
Harvest Dinner. Forty pies are needed. Sign up at
the Welcome Table.

We offer several opportunities for adults to engage in
the Bible and talk about God’s continuing work in our
lives.
Sunday Morning Bible Study 9:45am. Join Pastor Audrey
on Sunday, October 7, for adult forum between worship
services as we reflect on what scripture texts that are
central to our faith journey. Bring a list of 3-5 Bible verses
that have been key to your life. These verses will be
compiled and shared with the 8-9 grade confirmation
class as they study the bible this year.
Friends in Faith will meet October 21, 6:30pm in the
Church Library. We will be watching and discussing
videos of the speakers at the Mass Gathering evening
sessions at the Youth Gathering in Houston. ??? Contact
Diane Kestner, 277-2469.
Men’s Bible Study Breakfast will meet October 27,
7:30am in the Church Fellowship Hall to study the gospel
reading appointed for worship the next Sunday. Join us
for bagels, orange juice, and coffee while we
study. ??? Contact Scott Davison, 486-6914.

October 2018…Young children will enjoy Are You
Sleeping, with the traditional song told one stanza per
page. A verse is included about how God is watching
over you. Early readers will enjoy Bible Reader, which includes three Bible stories such as the
prodigal son. Miss Fannie’s Hat is for proficient readers. It tells of the story of an old woman who
has fancy hats and they play a part in the church auction. Families will enjoy Tomorrow Begins at
Bedtime, a book about nighttime prayers, told with a story and a song at the end of each
prayer. Parents can read In Their Own Way, Accepting Your Children For Who They Are, which
helps us to realize there are no perfect children, but by God’s grace we will be able to pass this
grace onto our children. Shaped By the Story is for adults and is about ways to discover the art of
Bible storying and has questions for reflection and discussion included at the end of each
chapter. All of these books may be found in the library or on the bookshelves by the classrooms.

“Enhancing lives through a commitment to individualized care
in a home empowered by God’s love.”
This is the mission statement of NewAldaya Lifescapes, a place of Christian Caring with direct ties to
Bethlehem Lutheran Church. Ours was one of 7 Lutheran congregations that founded this place! And, we
continue to consider it an important part of our ministry to seniors and the community.
Social interaction and fun is important at every stage in life (every “Lifescape,” if you will). There are so many
ways residents engage with each other, and ways those who support this ministry have fun, too!
*Every month, NAL has a birthday party to honor those with birthdays. Bethlehem periodically hosts this
celebration by providing cookies and entertainment. Join in the fun!
*Often, Bethlehem members who provide flowers for the altar choose to donate the bouquets to NewAldaya
after second service. They are rearranged into small bouquets by residents in Memory Care and shared with
residents throughout the facility.
*Friends of NewAldaya is a dynamic group of volunteers who are committed to the
mission of NAL. They show their friendship by organizing annual fundraising events like the
Pancake Breakfast, Dueling Pianos, and Moonlight & Roses; decorating the facility for
holidays; staffing the General Store; and so much more! Whatever your skill set, Friends is
an ideal avenue for supporting NAL, and making new friends, too!
If any of these service opportunities intrigue you, I’d love to tell you more! Contact
me, Lisa Nelson, at lisa.nelson111@gmail.com, 319-464-6143, or catch me at fellowship
time Sunday!

Young Adult & Campus Ministry
DONATE NOW
Use your smartphone to scan the
QR code or go to bethlehemcf.org
and click on “Give Online” underneath
the Worship tab.

319-266-3541
office@bethlehemcf.net
CHURCH OFFICE STAFF
Pastor Audrey Lukasak
507-358-6924, pastor@bethlehemcf.net
Robin Souhrada - Director of Faith Formation
robin@bethlehemcf.net
Rachel Storm - Office Manager
rachel@bethlehemcf.net
Heather Schneider - Ministry Coordinator
heather@bethlehemcf.net
STAY CONNECTED
www.bethlehemcf.org
#blcsharing
www.facebook.com/pages/Bethlehem-Lutheran-ChurchELCA/45155212584266?ref=hl

Lutheran Student Center
2616 College St., CF
October Ministry Schedule
Pints of Grace: Tuesdays, 7:00pm
at Pepper’s, 620 East 18th, Cedar Falls
Pints of Grace is a ministry with young adults,
18-30 years old, where fellowship and
conversations of faith are enjoyed. Come
relax, enjoy a soda or beer, and gather
together as brothers and sisters in Christ.
LSC Worship: Wednesdays, 8:30pm
Dinner preceding, 7:30pm
LSC Coffee House: Tuesdays and Thursdays,
8:00pm. Enjoy free coffee, smoothies,
cookies, music, and fellowship at the LSC.
Bible Study: Tuesdays, 8:15 at the LSC. Join
Jon and others for a lectionary Bible study
focusing on the texts used in church the
coming Sunday.
??? Contact Jon Fry, UNI LSC Campus
Minister, Jon.Fry14@gmail.com, or visit
www.lutheranstudentcenter.org
The Lutheran Student Center is an ELCA
partner in ministry with Bethlehem and St.
John Lutheran churches.
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LWR Week
Monday-Wednesday
October 8-10
9:00am-11:00am
Meet in the BLC Fellowship Hall
to tie quilts. Everyone is
welcome! If you can tie a knot,
you’ll be able to help.

CONFIRMATION
MILESTONE
WORSHIP SERVICE
Sunday, October 28
11:00am

On Reformation Sunday our 10th grade youth
will be confirmed. A reception will be held to
honor these confirmands during coffee
fellowship at 9:30am.

