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“Why Do We Give?” is the theme for our stewardship emphasis this year. This is a really good question and the
writings of Martin Luther are going to provide answers to that question. We are finding lots of wisdom and
insight into the lives of Christians through his writings as part of our remembrance of the 500 th Anniversary of the
Reformation.
When we give, we give to God. We don’t give to the church, but we give to God through the church,
because the church is the people of God who are dedicated to the proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ and to serving our neighbors in Jesus’ name. It is this unique combination of witness to God through
serving, speaking, and living as followers of Jesus that make our gifts to God through the church have the
impact that no other organization has.
We give in response to the acts of God through Jesus Christ which mean forgiveness and salvation for us. We
give in response to the acts of God in creation which provide us with what we need for a full and abundant
life. We give in response to the presence of the Holy Spirit which encourages us in faith, and brings peace
even in the midst of troubled times. Our response is love for God, thankfulness to God, trust that God will
continue to provide grace and what we need for daily life, and faithfulness to the generous hearts that God
has put in us. That’s why we give.
Over the years your generosity has come to the attention of people throughout the ELCA and many see you
as a model for other congregations. We are grateful for all you have done. It shows that the ministries to which
God has called us are important and high priorities for you.
While our giving began well last spring, we have begun to run behind where we were last year. It is beginning
to have an effect on the ministries of the congregation and on the ministry planning that we are doing for
2018. I invite you to see where you are at in your giving this year, and if you have gotten behind, to let your
thankfulness to God and your generous natures
empower your giving through the end of the year. Those
are why we give. God has called us to ministries that
“Share the Bread of Life with a Hungry World” and has
given us all we need to accomplish those ministries.
October 1, is the last Sunday of the emphasis, and you
will have an opportunity to make an estimate of giving
for 2018. It doesn’t lock you in to anything, but helps our
leadership be confident of what we will do in the
coming year.

LET’S BE AN A++ CONGREGATION!
Pastor Gary and Robin continue to encourage
Bethlehem to be a Youth Gathering “A++
congregation”. You may recall we included some
ideas from Pastor Mark Anderson, assistant to the
Bishop, of how to be an A++ congregation in our
August 2017 newsletter. One of Pastor Mark’s
suggestions encourages congregations to participate
together in Bible studies relating to the Gathering
theme – Ephesians 2:8. You may find the complete
Youth Gathering monthly Bible studies at elca.org/
Resources/ELCA-Youth-Gathering#GettingReady An
abbreviated edition is printed on the Vibrant Faith
page 5 of this newsletter. The Congregational
Council, other mission councils, and small groups plan
to participate by using parts of the
Gathering Bible Study at monthly
meetings, too. Robin plans to
have abbreviated copies to take
and use on the Youth and Family
Ministry Mission Council bulletin
board in the Fellowship Hall.

BETHLEHEM’S MUSIC MINISTRY
Bethlehem choirs bring joy and form faith in two
important ways. They bring the power of music to our
worship which lifts our hearts to God and helps form
faith. We are grateful for their gifts of music. These
choirs are also small group experiences where
members grow through Christian fellowship, and by
rehearsing songs of faith.
Choirs gather Wednesdays at the following times:
5:15pm-Contemporary Worship Rehearsal
6:15pm-Celestial Choir Rehearsal
6:30pm-Cherub Choir Rehearsal
7:00pm-Chancel Choir Rehearsal
You are invited to join us for a meal each
Wednesday, 5:45pm.
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF WEEK We will be
tying quilts October 9-11, 9:00-11:00am.
Everyone is welcome to come help tie
quilts and/or pin the edges. ??? Contact
Barb
Davison,
277-6602
or
sbdavison@cfu.net

QUILT ’N CRAFT Thursday, October 26,
7:00pm, at the home of Barb Davison
Bring your own craft or learn a new one.
All are welcome.

ONE-NIGHT MOVIE EVENT
Don’t miss this special event!
A one-time showing of the new Martin Luther film.

Marcus Theater College Square
Monday, October 23, 6:30pm
This special screening is the perfect outreach
opportunity… a chance to invite friends and neighbors
to an event in a community setting. This entertaining
new film follows the great adventure story of Martin
Luther’s life, packed with political intrigue,
kidnappings, and life-or-death showdowns. At the
same time, it’s a story about the most important
questions of life, including “Who am I?” “What is my
purpose” and “how do I get right with God?”
It’s a must-see for any lifelong Lutheran, and a chance
to share the message of your Lutheran heritage with
others. The only place you can see the film is in the
theater on the night of our church’s special event.
This is the first time in more than 60 years that Lutherans
have made a feature-length film about Martin Luther
and the Reformation. Filmed in historic locations across
Europe, this movie brings Luther’s story to life with
exquisite attention to detail. It’s a chance to
strengthen your faith by revisiting the birth of Protestant
Reformation, and to share that experience with others.
IMPORTANT: All tickets must be purchased in advance.
We need 73 tickets pre-purchased to have the
screening. Tickets are $10 and can be purchased at a
special website set up for the screening,
http://luthermovie.link/iowa A portion of ticket sales
are returned to the congregations for our mission
and ministry. If you would rather not purchase
tickets online, you can purchase tickets through
our congregation. Sign up on the Welcome Table
in the Church Lobby or contact Rachel,
rachel@bethlehemcf.net
Sponsored by St. John, Nazareth, and Bethlehem
Lutheran Churches.

BLESSING OF QUILTS AND KITS
We are blessed with quilters who
use their passion and skills to
make quilts during the year. They
call it Do Day and it happens the
second Tuesday of the month.
Sunday, October 22, they will display some of their
quilts on the pews. The congregation will bless these
and the kits which will be sent throughout the world.
Thank you to all who helped.

Sunday, October 1
following
11:00am
worship.
Ovens
available at 10:00am.
Everyone is welcome!

OCTOBER
4-Sloppy Joes, 11-Hot Dogs, 18-TBA, 25-Pizza

COUNCIL ON SERVICE
Bethlehem has been a partner
with Crop Walk for decades.
Please give to support the
Northeast Iowa Food Bank and
hunger around the world. The walk will be Sunday,
Oct. 1, starting at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in Cedar
Falls. For those wishing to walk that day, registration will
be at 1:30 and the walk begins at 2:00. Walkers are also
asked to bring a food item for the food bank that
Sunday. All donations of any size are appreciated.
The Joyful Times group meets on the 3rd
Wednesday of each month for coffee
fellowship and to plan activities for future
months. Our next planned trip is an
Amish Luncheon, Thursday, October 19.
Watch for an announcement for this outing, and other
up-coming activities. Come for some “joyful times.”
The Council on Nurture was looking to find a new
adventure for all ages of the congregation to enjoy.
On Sunday, August 20, almost 100 BLC members
ventured out to Hick’s Place in rural Cedar Falls. The
morning started gray and rainy, but by noon the sky
was a beautiful blue. The owners, Troy (Hick) and Jenni
Stephenson, greeted us with a lunch of smoked meat
sandwiches, smoked by Troy.
Afterward, there were tough
choices of what activity to
do first. Some chose to sit in
the shade of the trees to
enjoy fellowship time and
the gifts of nature. Others
went to the paddle boats and canoes enjoying some
quiet time on the pond, while others went to the other
side of the pond to fish. Still others started with an
archery lesson and then refined
their skill with the arrow. A big
attraction was laser tag. After an
hour those who joined in came
back with sweat rolling down their
faces, laughing about who they hit
or who hit them, and who was the first one out. It was
an exciting afternoon with new things to do, good
friends to share it with, and
maybe even new friends in the
congregation. It was a fun day
of fellowship. Everyone left with
smiles on their faces and stories
to tell.

NO VOLUNTEERS MEANS NO MEALS….We are in
desperate need of volunteers to prepare and
serve Wednesday night meals. Please check the
bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall for available
dates. If we do not have people sign up to help
with meals, we may not have a meal every
Wednesday night. Dates we need volunteers;
October 18 and November 15. If you can help,
please sign up in the Fellowship Hall or contact
Heather, heather@bethlehemcf.net

HARVEST DINNER LUTHER-STYLE
Bethlehem’s annual Harvest
Dinner will
be
Sunday,
November 5. Tired of hearing
about Martin Luther? We get to
listen to Patty Den Beste talk
about his better half, Katy Luther.
Bethlehem “Shares the Bread of Life with a Hungry
World” by hosting the Community Meal
Tuesday, October 17, 4:30-6:00pm. We
can use your help. Please sign up on
the Welcome Table in the Church
Lobby to volunteer.

FOOD BANK DONATION
Bethlehem donated 38
pounds of food to the
Northeast Iowa Food Bank in
September.

CALENDAR CLEARING
Saturday,
October 21, 9:00am.
We will be planning the calendar
for 2018. A representative from
every Mission Council must be
present.

FALL CLEANUP AT BETHLEHEM
Saturday, October 14, 9:00am-Noon
All ages are invited to help!
Any amount of time you can
give to get YOUR church home
ready for fall/winter would be
appreciated. At Noon, lunch
will be provided. ??? Contact
Butch Naber, 239-0286.

OCTOBER 2017
Young Adult
& Campus Ministry
Lutheran Student Center
2616 College St., CF
Pints of Grace
Tuesdays, 7:00pm
Pepper’s
620 East 18th, CF
Pints of Grace is a
ministry
with
young
adults, over 18
years
old, where fellowship
and conversations of
faith are enjoyed. Come
relax, enjoy a soda or
beer,
and
gather
together as brothers and
sisters in Christ.

LSC Worship
Wednesdays
8:30pm

LSC Coffee House
Enjoy
free
coffee,
smoothies,
cookies,
music, and fellowship
Tuesdays and Thursdays,
8:00pm at the LSC.
??? Contact Jon Fry, UNI
LSC
Campus
Minister,
lscuni@uni.edu, or visit
www.lutheranstudentcenter.org

Sunday Morning Bible Study takes place between
morning worship services. Meet at 10:00am in the
Church Library.
Friends in Faith meets Sunday, October 15, 6:30pm
in the Church Library.
Adult Bible Study meets Tuesday, October 24,
7:00pm in the Church’s Library.
Men’s Bible Study Breakfast meets Saturday,
October 28, 7:30am in the Church Fellowship Hall.

Sunday, October 29, five of our young people will
affirm their baptismal faith and take part in the
Confirmation Milestone. We call it a milestone
because it hasn’t been the beginning of their
baptismal faith, nor will be the end of their journey of
the formation of their faith. They will continue to grow
in grace, and need to grow in grace, so that the new
and increasingly adult experiences they encounter in
their lives will be integrated into their life of faith.
Leaving home in a few years, careers, relationships
which might include marriage and children, and
increased responsibilities in life will all require the
foundation of faith they have now as well as new
movements of the Holy Spirit into their lives.

Their time of learning, questioning, and growing in
faith has brought them to the place where they are
ready to publicly affirm all that God has done for
them and express their faith out loud. They are also
ready to be received by the congregation as mature
members. They receive the right to vote at quarterly
meetings, be elected to offices, and participate in the
adult groups in the congregation. It is a significant
milestone that we will celebrate Sunday, October 29,
at the 11:00am worship hour. We hope you will
celebrate with us.

BOOK BEAT…. Book beat…Focus on the book sale!
Just a reminder that your book sale orders need to be in by Sunday, October 1. For older
youth and teens, the graphic novel Papa Luther shares stories that Luther shared with his
children. It includes adapted Luther quotes throughout the story. Also for this age group
is When Lightning Struck! It is an historical novel full of emotion that is sure to engage.
Adults will enjoy The Wit of Martin Luther which shows how Luther uses humor in many
situations. From his interpretations of the Bible, to his encounters with death. Families will
like Martin Luther’s Christmas Book and Luther’s Prayers. The Christmas Book is a
collection of excerpts of Martin Luther’s Christmas sermons. In this book, Luther reminds us
that Christmas is a year-round mission of caring for those in need. Luther’s Prayers is a
collection of prayers on topics spanning all of life. The prayers show how we are dependent on grace and
mercy. All of these, and many others, are available to purchase and are on display in the Church Fellowship
Hall. Orders through the congregation receive 50% off and free shipping.

WHAT THE REFORMATION DID

2017 CONGREGATIONAL GOALS

Reformation Day is October 31, and
this year is the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation. We have spent some
time talking about Martin Luther and
his understanding of the faith by
looking at his Small Catechism. But
here are five of the major “reforms” that Luther
brought to the church and the world.

†

The Bible tells the truth about God and us. Luther
discovered the lies of the medieval church by
reading Scripture.

†

†
†

Support an ongoing system of formation of faith
for all ages through cross-generational
community building.
Engage members in finding their places in
congregational ministry.
Recognize and respond to community needs by
expanding current community outreach
involvement.
Commit to being inviting and hospitable.

God doesn’t despise us and is not eager to
condemn us. Rather, God loves us deeply,
wants us to be with God always and shows us
this in Jesus.
God saves us by grace (God’s loving attitude
that we don’t deserve) through faith (which
comes from the Holy Spirit) given to us
through Word and Sacrament
Christians express our faith through active love on
behalf of the neighbor. This is what following
Jesus looks like.
The Cross and its humility and suffering is where
God’s power is revealed and exercised as
opposed to moments of glory and greatness
as the medieval church believed.
These reforms drew the church back to the Biblical
core of faith and thought. We still need to remember
these key ideas as we live out lives of faith and
grace, because we still prefer glory to the cross and
still believe our relationship with God is about being
good more than being loved.

CONTACT INFORMATION If you are moving, or if
you have changed your phone number or email
address, please contact the church, 266-3541 or
office@bethlehemcf.net, so we can stay in touch
with you.

MINISTRY MISSION PLAN FORUM
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15, 10:00AM
319-226-3541
office@bethlehemcf.net
CHURCH OFFICE STAFF
Pastor Gary Hedding
319-464-7278, pastorgary@bethlehemcf.net
Robin Souhrada - Director of Faith Formation
robin@bethlehemcf.net
Rachel Storm - Office Manager
rachel@bethlehemcf.net
Heather Schneider - Ministry Coordinator
heather@bethlehemcf.net

BLC QUARTERLY MEETING
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22, 10:00AM

DONATE NOW
Use your smartphone to scan the
QR code or go to bethlehemcf.org
and click on “Give Online”
underneath the Worship tab.
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CONFIRMATION MILESTONE
WORSHIP SERVICE
LWR Week
Monday-Wednesday
October 9-11
9:00am-11:00am
Meet in the BLC Fellowship Hall to
tie
quilts.
Everyone
is
welcome! If you can tie a knot,
you’ll be able to help.

Sunday, October 29, 11:00am
On Reformation Sunday our 10th
grade youth will be confirmed.
A reception will be held to
honor these confirmands during
coffee fellowship at 9:30am.

Congratulations!
Jackson Barth
Lily Hermanson
Sabrina Leistikow
Sam Lubs
Lakin Sheeley

