Volume 48, Issue 5· May 2019

possibilities for future growth. May we pastor with “the same mind as was in
EASTER-GOD’S
GIFT OF NEW LIFE not forget that every year no two Christ Jesus” (Philippians 2:5) as we
Spring is one of my
favorite seasons of
the year. Fortunately for us, our Easter
celebrations came late in April to
enjoy the beauty of warmer days,
green grass, and spring flowers
budding. These signs of spring also
remind us that Easter is God’s gift of
new life to all people for all times
when Jesus was raised from the
dead. What a gift of love, grace and
beauty.
As a gardener, I look forward to
spring. I enjoy a time when I can get
out into the garden, get on my
knees, cut back dead leaves, and
get my hands dirty. There is
something rewarding cultivating the
soil which helps promote more
growth for newly planted seeds and
ensure perennials have a healthy
new beginning.
One of the greatest challenges a
gardener faces, when cultivating the
soil and transplanting perennials in
spring, is discernment. One needs to
discern what is a “weed” or “plant.”
Gentle care is required when
weeding and uprooting plants. I am
mindful, during this time of transition,
that you as a congregation are like a
garden as you prepare to call and
welcome a new pastor. Time has
been spent reflecting on the past
ministry, where you have planted
seeds of faith, while looking at new

gardens are ever the same. The heard on Palm Sunday. The Council
reflected at their April meeting the
same is true when calling a pastor.
i m p o r ta n c e o f c o ng r e g a ti o n
The Mission Forward Team has been
members to come to the pastor and/
spending these last few months
or Council members if they have
preparing and cultivating the
concerns. May the joy and blessing
“soil” (the congregation) in this call
of Easter continue to shine on
process. They are preparing their final
Bethlehem as we continue to strive to
report to pass onto the
create beauty in God’s garden.
Congregational Council and Call
Committee. The Call Committee,
announced at the quarterly meeting,
The Gardener
will begin their work ahead of
As
we
move
from there and then
schedule (in May).
The Mission Forward Team’s report
has identified strengths and beauty
of this congregation. In addition, they
have identified ways to cultivate a
healthy and vibrant garden of faith
as we serve God’s people here in the
Cedar Valley and throughout the
world. Kindness, gen tleness,
patience, getting down on our knees
(humility), getting our hands dirty
(mutual respect), trust, and grace are
some of the values that I have
learned over the years in ministry that
help promote healthy growth for
congregational life.
The poem I have included with this
reflection captures for me how hard
change can be as a community of
faith. I encourage us all to be
reminded of the events that lead up
to the crucifixion of Jesus and his
resurrection. May we all continue to
walk this journey of calling a new

All the way to here and now
Things must move and we feel pain
From roots pulled from the ground.
We cannot see the roots we have
They lie deep within the ground
And when the Gardener uproots them
free
We feel lost and we look down.
The Gardener knows we are to grow in
beauty
And not to stay the same
We must be moved to someplace else
Or we will never change.
Then the Gardener plants us in a new
place
A diﬀerent me and space
The Gardener makes our roots to grow
again
‘Till we once again feel safe.
We would never choose to move
We’d stay rooted in one place
But the Gardener knows it’s pain from
change
That illuminates our grace.
-Dean Nasser: Grief in the Context of Faith

QUARTERLY MEETING

SPRING CLEANUP AT BETHLEHEM

Sunday, April 28, 9:45am. The Mission
Forward Team will provide an update on
their work as well.

Saturday, May 4, 8:30am-12:00pm
All ages are invited to help! Any amount of time you
can give to get YOUR church home ready for spring/
summer would be appreciated.

BETHLEHEM’S ANNUAL
ÆBLESKIVER DINNER
Sunday, April 28
5:00-7:00pm

CHURCH POTLUCK

(Seniors will be served at
4:30pm.)

Sunday, May 5
following 11:00am worship

Cost: $7 for adults, $3 for children (ages 5-10)
free for those younger than 5.
This event needs many volunteers to make it work.
Please consider sharing your gifts (we need cooks,
mixers, dining room help, and clean-up help),
donating a pan of dessert bars or Jell-O, or letting us
use your Æbleskiver pan. Sign-up sheets are in the
Fellowship Hall. Proceeds will go to the Youth Trip
Fund. ??? Contact Vicki Newgard, 240-3905 or
vnewgard@cfu.net.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED It is Bethlehem’s
month to help the residents of
NewAldaya Lifescapes each Sunday
morning pushing wheelchairs for
residents to attend the 10:30am worship.
Four or more people to help each
Sunday morning would be greatly appreciated! If
you are able to volunteer, plan to arrive outside the
Chaplain's office by 9:50am. A sign-up sheet is
available on the Welcome Table in the Church
Lobby. ??? Contact Marie Gregersen, 296-6875 or
June Belz, 859-4258.

Ovens available at 10:00am.

NEW MEMBER CLASS
Classes for those interested in joining
the Bethlehem community of faith
are invited to attend Sunday classes
on May 5 and 12 with a reception on Sunday, May
19. The classes provide an opportunity to share stories
as we learn more about those who wish you be part
of the mission here at Bethlehem. Classes will take
place in the Church Library, 9:50-10:45am. Please call
Pastor Audrey, 266-3541, if you or someone you know
is interested.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT MEALS
Thank you so much to Vicki
Newgard, Joan Easton, and
Mary Jo Juel who were hosts for
the potluck meals during Lent. It
is because of your help that the
potlucks were a success!
Thank you so much to Deb Fulks, Glenn & Lisa Nelson,
Alex & Becky Chittenden, David & Joan Easton, and
Keith Graber for all of your help with Wednesday
night meals since January. The meals were enjoyed
by many because of everything you did!
Pizza will be served May 1 and 8. The last night for
Wednesday night meals is May 8.
- Heather Schneider

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER-LOVE ONE ANOTHER
May 2, 6:00-8:00pm, Bethlehem will be open as we
join other faith communities throughout our country
who are opening their doors for people to pray. This
year’s theme for National Day of Prayer is “Love One
Another.”

MEMORIAL DAY
The office will be closed Monday,
May 27, in observance of
Memorial Day.

FROM THE MISSION FORWARD TEAM: The Mission
Forward Team is wrapping up its work--a month
ahead of schedule! The MFT would like to thank the
entire congregation for their faithfulness and deep
conversations during this time of self-examination. On
April 28 we will be fielding the congregational
survey, which asks for your feedback on the
characteristics desired in a new pastor and other
issues. We will then complete our report for Council
the beginning of May. Our work will serve as the basis
for writing the ministry and site profile for calling a
new pastor. Some of our key findings include an
affirmation of our current mission statement with a
new schematic that organizes our current mission
work into four areas:
→ Meaningful Worship: theologically based
thanksgiving, praise, and prayer
→ Service and Fellowship: care for others, sharing
food and fun
→ Stewardship: generosity and care for our
community, places, and spaces
→ Lifelong Spiritual Growth: sharing and growing
faith
We will also identify potential areas for new or
expanded ministry. Still have dreams you want to
share with the MFT? There is still time! Please contact
Carissa Froyum Roise, cmfroyum@hotmail.com, or
919-523-2121.

CONGREGATIONAL SURVEY: The Mission Forward
Team is grateful for the feedback we have received through cottage meetings and individual
discussions. From this feedback, we've created a
short (5-10 minute) multiple-choice survey to gather
some final information. We will be distributing this
survey during worship Sunday, April 28, on paper
and electronically. If you know you won't be in worship next week, we invite you to pick up a paper
copy from the Welcome Table or complete the survey at this link: https://bit.ly/2Ukyu0g. Please have
your responses submitted by Sunday, May 5. We
would like responses from each member of our
congregation. Thank you for your help! - Erica Nelson, Mission Forward Team

MISSION FORWARD TEAM: Please contact any
member of the MFT at any time with questions, concerns, dreams, or ideas. You can provide us your
thoughts through the forums, cottage meetings,
surveys, in person, over email, via written documents available in the narthex, via the website, or
by phone. We are: Becky Chittenden, Theresa Elverum, Zach Engbrecht, Carissa Froyum Roise, Reg
Green, Jack Gregersen, Ellen Hermanson, Terry
Kestner, Linda Mixdorf, Erica Nelson, Adam Reilly.

WAVING THE PALMS: AN AGELESS TRADITION

BLC ANNUAL GARAGE SALE
Please start saving clean, gently used items for the
Church garage sale which will be June 8, 8:00am1:00pm. Help would be appreciated on Sunday,
June 2, to set up tables. BLC members can drop off
items after the 11:00am service on June 2. We will accept donations Monday-Thursday, 9:00am-5:00pm
and Friday, 9:00am-noon. Please put them in the St.
Peter Room. All proceeds will go to local charities.
Reminder: We do not accept holiday/Christmas
items, exercise equipment, or TVs. ??? Contact
Becky Anderson, 830-7440.

Palm Sunday rituals and traditions are ageless and
timeless. This past Sunday we saw the littles leading
the Palm Sunday procession. We had babe in arms
waving the palms as we watched Emma waving her
palm. This tradition continued later that Sunday when
the palms were brought to the NewAldaya afternoon
chapel service in the memory care unit and long
term care unit. Residents waved the palms and sang
All Glory Laud and Honor. The palms triggered
memories and residents like Catherine were able to
share their Palm Sunday memories. What a joy to
hear those memories. What a joyous day to
experience the Palm Sunday tradition with our
youngest members as well as our oldest member.

CHOIR NOTES
Cherub and Celestial Choirs will
have their end-of-year party
Wednesday, May 8.
Chancel Choir will rehearse
through Wednesday, May 15,
and end the year with a potluck
May 15, 6:00pm at the church.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

CONFIRMATION CLASS
The last two classes for Confirmation this year will be
Sunday, May 5 and 19, 5:30. ??? Contact Pastor
Audrey, pastor@bethlehemcf.net, or 266-3541.

The last day of Sunday
School is May 19. We thank
all our Sunday School staff
for a wonderful year!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
DO DAY
If you can tie a knot, you are qualified to help at Do
Day, Tuesday, May 14, 9:00am. All are welcome to
meet in the Church Fellowship Hall to tie quilts for
Lutheran World Relief. ??? Contact Barb Davison,
sbdavison@cfu.net.

July 7-11, 2019
PreK - 5th grade
Adults and/or youth interested in helping, please
contact Amber Halvorsen, 610-7301, or Lisa
Newgard, 415-4204 .

BETHLEHEM KNITTERS & FRIENDS
All those able or wishing to knit or crochet prayer
shawls and scarves are welcome to join Bethlehem
members and friends in the Church Library,
Wednesdays, 1:00pm.
Yarn welcome! Those wishing to contribute yarn for
our prayer shawl ministry may contact
Judy Hill, 226-0855, or Nancy Tibbetts,
277-5432, to find out more about how
to contribute.
The Joyful Times group for BLC
members and friends of the AARP or
“empty nester” ages, meets 9:30am
on the 3rd Wednesday of each month
for coffee fellowship and to plan
activities for future months. The next
meeting is Wednesday, May 15, 9:30am. ???’s
Contact Jerry Mohling, 240-7571.

We offer several opportunities for adults to engage
the Bible and talk about God’s continuing work in
our lives.
Friends in Faith meets Sunday, May 19, 6:30pm. All
women are welcome! We still are at the beginning of
the book, so feel free to join us. We are reading
through chapters 2-4 of the book Shepherds of Souls:
Faith Formation Through Trusted Relationships by
David W. Anderson. Bring a snack to share and a
beverage. ??? Contact Diane Kestner, 277-2469, or
tdk325@hotmail.com.
Men’s Bible Study Breakfast meets Saturday, May 25,
7:30am, in the Church Fellowship Hall to study the
gospel reading appointed for worship the next
Sunday. Join us for bagels, orange juice, and coffee
while we study. ??? Contact Scott Davison, 486-6914.

NEW NURSERY STAFF
We’re pleased to announce
that Anna Rogers is our new
Nursery Attendant. Anna is a
Preschool Special Education
Paraeducator and will begin graduate studies at UNI
this fall. Stop by and say ‘hi’ to her in the nursery!

STAY CONNECTED
www.bethlehemcf.org
#blcsharing
www.facebook.com/pages/
Bethlehem-Lutheran-Church-ELCA/
451552121584266?ref=hl

CONTACT INFORMATION If you are moving, or if
you have changed your phone number or email
address, please contact the church, 266-3541, or
office@bethlehemcf.net, so we can stay in touch
with you.

MID-WEEK LENTEN OFFERING

YOUNG ADULT & CAMPUS MINISTRY
Lutheran Student Center
2616 College Street, Cedar Falls
Pints of Grace
Tuesdays, 7:00pm
Pepper’s, 620 East 18th, CF
Pints of Grace is a ministry with young adults, over 18
years old, where fellowship and conversations of faith
are enjoyed. You’re welcome to have dinner, an
appetizer, a drink, or just hang out.
LSC Worship
Wednesday, May 1, 8:30pm
Sending service for graduating seniors and Jon Fry
Finals treats from Bethlehem Lutheran Church
Supper preceding, 7:30pm
LSC Coffee House
Thursday, May 2, and Tuesday, May 7, 8:00pm
Enjoy free coffee, smoothies, cookies, music, and
fellowship at the LSC.
Finals Week Opportunities
Free meals May 6-9, 8:00am-Noon at Threehouse
Wesley Foundation, 2422 College Street, Cedar Falls
Labyrinth Worship Wednesday, May 8, 8:30pm
The LSC is a partner in ministry with Bethlehem and St.
John Lutheran churches. ??? Contact Jon Fry, UNI
LSC
Campus
Minister,
lscuni@uni.edu
or
www.lutheranstudentcenter.org.

We received over $1,500 from our Lenten
services offering. It has been designated to
the UNI food bank. Thank you for your generosity and
sharing the bread of life with a hungry world.

319-226-3541
office@bethlehemcf.net

UNIFIED ACTIVITY MARCH 2019
Income:
Expenses:

$92,304 YTD
$90,775 YTD
$1,529 YTD
2019 Mission Plan Total: $363,893

CHURCH OFFICE STAFF
Audrey Lukasak - Interim Pastor
507-358-6924, pastor@bethlehemcf.net
Robin Souhrada - Director of Faith Formation
robin@bethlehemcf.net
Tina Varney - Office Administrative Assistant
office@bethlehemcf.net

GIVING MADE EASY

Heather Schneider - Ministry Coordinator
heather@bethlehemcf.net

Scan the QR code or go to
bethlehemcf.org and click on “Give
Online” underneath the Worship tab.

Diane Bowman - Office Business Assistant
office@bethlehemcf.net
Anna Rogers - Nursery Attendant
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ÆBLESKIVER DINNER
Sunday, April 28
5:00-7:00pm
(Seniors will be served at 4:30pm)

Adults $7, Children $3, Under 5-Free

JUNE, JULY, AUGUST
OFFICE:
Monday-Thursday
8:00am-3:00pm
Friday - Closed

WORSHIP:
8:30am
Traditional Service
10:30am
Contemporary Service

