Volume 51, Issue 5· May 2018

When I was young and in Sunday school, teachers would occasionally ask little kids to draw pictures
of God. They usually focused on the three Persons of the Trinity. Well, Jesus was pretty easy; we drew
a man with a beard wearing a robe. God, the Father, tended to be drawn as an older version of
Jesus which was the best we could do at an early age. The problem came when we tried to draw
the Holy Spirit. There is no one concrete image of the Holy Spirit that is used consistently in the Bible.
There are a variety of poetic images instead: fire, wind, a dove, or a counselor are used most
prominently. Most often we children would pick the dove because we liked drawing pictures of birds
(and weren’t sure what a counselor was). The Holy Spirit is still a little vague even for adults.
For our life of faith, the Holy Spirit is extremely important. Martin Luther writes in the Small Catechism
that “by my own understanding or strength I cannot believe in Jesus Christ my Lord or come to him,
but instead the Holy Spirit has called me through the gospel, enlightened me with his gifts, made me
holy, and kept me in the true faith”, just as the Holy Spirit does this for all the people of God. If we
have any trust in God, if we follow Jesus at all, it is because the Holy Spirit has been active in our lives.
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The Holy Spirit is also active when we struggle in
our faith. When we doubt or wonder or feel far
from God and are troubled by those, that
troubled spirit is evidence that the Holy Spirit is
holding on to us in a determined way. If the Holy
Spirit had given up on us, the struggle would be
over and we would not be troubled. The Holy Spirit
is evident in struggle as well as confident faith. The
Holy Spirit is active in conflict as well as peace. The
Holy Spirit is evident in wondering as well as
certainty. Come, Holy Spirit, hold on to us and
cause us to grow in our relationship with you, and
don’t let us expect that it will always be easy.

Sunday,
May
6,
following
11:00am
worship.
Ovens
available
at
10:00am. Everyone is
welcome!

MAY
2-Sloppy Joes, 9-Papa Johns Pizza

SPRING CLEANUP AT BETHLEHEM
Saturday, May 5, 8:30am-12:00pm
All ages are invited to help! Any amount of time you
can give to get YOUR church home ready for spring/
summer would be appreciated.

We are in need of someone to help serve a
Wednesday night meal on May 9. If you are
able to help, please contact Heather at
heather@bethlehemcf.net. The last night for
Wednesday night meals will be May 9. Thank you
so much to everyone who helped in any way
with the meals this year. Your help was greatly
appreciated.

GRADUATION PARTY All are
QUILT ’N CRAFT
Quilt n’ craft will meet the second
Thursday of the month May thru
August at 7:00pm. On May 10, we
will meet at Barb Davison’s, 1921
Continental Drive, Cedar Falls. Come join us for help
with a project, conversation while you work on a
project, or just to set a time to work on your project.

JOYFUL TIMES GROUP
What is Joyful Times? It is a social
get-together
for
members
of
Bethlehem Church who are of AARP
age or empty nesters. You don’t
have to be retired to join in the
social times, as some things are scheduled in the
evening or on weekends.
UPCOMING OUTING:
• Friday, May 4, Inge Schminke will serve a European
lunch and give a talk on the war, and occupation,
and modern-day Austria. The cost is $20 per
person. ??? Contact Kathy Timmer, 610-2241.
NEVER A DULL MOMENT FOR THE JOYFUL TIMES GANG!

KAI

PRAYER PACKAGES Are still
available in the coat area of the
Narthex. We may be seeing more people
in need now that the weather is getting
better. Members can take a bag and put
it in their car so it is available when they see someone in
a homeless situation. If you have one in your car,
please be sure to check the expiration dates on the
food items.

welcome to join in celebrating
with Kordell Walker, Saturday,
May 26, 3:00-7:00pm here at
Bethlehem Lutheran Church.

BLC ANNUAL GARAGE SALE
Please start saving clean,
gently used items for the
Church garage sale which will
be June 2. Note: We do not
take
holiday
items
or
exercise equipment. The
Service Council will be pricing
all sale items. Drop off schedule: May 29, 30, and
June 1, 8:00am-5:00pm. Thursday, May 31, 8:00am7:00pm. ??? Contact Becky Anderson, 830-7440.

NEWALDAYA LIFESCAPES ANNUAL MEETING
You are invited to join Bethlehem voting delegates,
June Belz and Dali Amend, Tuesday, May 8, 7:00pm,
for this informative meeting. It will also give you a
chance to see the newly remodeled Chapel, a
strong commitment to the Christian caregiving that
NewAldaya Lifescapes provides to its residents.

Gathering For Purpose - May 2018
Living in community as God’s faithful people is a gift of
love and an invitation to serve in mission. We are
chosen not for position or privilege but to live as faithful
witnesses to the good news of Jesus Christ. In our
baptism, we were made children of God and
members of the body of Christ, the church. God’s
message of hope and reconciliation strengthens us in
our faith walk. Our life in Christian community supports
us as we experience the joys and struggles of life. In our
walk, we are encouraged to equally embrace all
differences and celebrate the diversity of gifts that can
strengthen us. So, what are we to do?
In this session, we will be focusing on understanding
what God wants us to do in this world, using the talents
God has given us. It’s not just the question, “What do
you want to be when you grow up?” It’s what does
God desire you to do in the world today, tomorrow
and for the future?
Beginning Prayer: Empowering God, In our baptism,
through the power of the Holy Spirit, you claim us as
yours, surround us with the community of your chosen
people, and encourage us to serve all. Help us
recognize your call so that we may fulfill your invitation
to the vocation you desire for us. Amen.
God’s Story – Scripture: We as Christians do hold “jobs”
where we “work,” but as Christians, we have a wider
understanding of “work.” In this session, we are going
to look at our “work.” But we don’t call it “work or job”
we call it “vocation.” We’ll look at this word “vocation”
as we move through this session. But to start, vocation is
more than a job, so keep an open mind as we learn
more.

Read Luke 2:21-24 Vocational themes: • Mary
and Joseph: abiding by God’s law, being
faithful to their beliefs, parents
Learn: Reflect upon and make a list of the gifts, talents
and passions you have.
• Gifts: a special ability or capacity; natural
endowment; talent
• Talents: a special natural ability or aptitude
• Passions: a strong or extravagant fondness,
enthusiasm or desire for anything
Listen: Vocation definition: Where gifts, talents and
passions collide is our vocation. Vocation – not to be
confused with vacation (taking a break from things) – is
the thing(s) you are called by God to do, with gifts and
talents God has given you, to which you commit your
passion and excitement and energy for the sake of
God’s creation. God calls more than just pastors. God
calls each of us, gives us many gifts, and gives us a lift
by means of the Spirit. We all have more than one
vocation. Our Christian vocations include our jobs, our
roles as family members, our roles as friends, as
neighbors, as citizen, and so on.
Connect: What do we see in Mary’s vocational journey
that can help us understand our own? How have you
experienced a change or growth in your own
vocation? Do you see the things you are passionate
about now being what you will do your whole life?
How might they change as you grow? Are there
changes that you are you looking forward to?
Engage: Vocation calling is a lifetime thing. This doesn’t
happen overnight. Be open to how God is calling you
today, tomorrow and in the future.

Sending Prayer: Blessed are you, O Lord our God. You
made the whole earth for your glory; all creation
The story of Mary from Luke’s Gospel, Luke 1:26- praises you. We lift our voices in thanksgiving for the
many blessings you have given us. Renew in us the
56; 2:1-24
Read Luke 1:26-38 Vocational themes: • Mary: commitment to use our vocations in the service of
others, especially of those in need. Through your son,
openness and willingness to accept God’s
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
purpose for her • Angel: messenger, doing
God’s work, teaching and interpreting,
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
proclamation of God’s promises
Read Luke 1: 39-56 Vocational themes: • Mary: St. Paul reminded the community of the Ephesians: “For
by grace you have been saved through faith, and this
impending motherhood, proclamation,
is not your own doing; it is the gift of God.” This changes
musician • Elizabeth: impending motherhood,
everything! Amen!
proclamation, musician, hospitality
Read Luke 2:1-7 Vocational themes: • Mary
Excerpts from the ELCA 2018 Youth Gathering Bible Study
and Joseph: faithfulness, travelers, obedient to
authority, relationship and engagement to one
another, parenthood
Read Luke 2:8-20 Vocational themes: •
Shepherds: working (being shepherds, caring
for the sheep), obedient, trusting, curious,
proclamation • Angels: proclamation,
reassuring, directors, musicians • Mary:
reflection

MAY 2018

DATES TO REMEMBER
Last day for Cherub Choir: Wednesday, May 9
Last day for Celestial Choir: Wednesday, May 9
Last day of Confirmation:
Wednesday, May 16
Last day of Sunday School:
Sunday, May 20

Get Powered-Up for VBS
at Hero Central! At VBS
Hero Central, our heroes
will experience God's
love,
explore
God's
mission for their lives, and
learn ways to be God's
Heroes by following a
call to action! Adult and
youth volunteers are needed. Please see Amber
Halvorsen or Lisa Newgard if interested in helping.
DATES AND TIMES
Sunday, July 8, 12:30-1:45pm
Monday, July 9 - Thursday, July 12, 6:00-7:30pm
Supper will be served at 5:30pm
Register now for PreK - 4th grade at:
https://tinyurl.com/BLCVBS18

We offer several opportunities for adults to engage the
Bible and talk about God’s continuing work in our lives.
Sunday Morning Bible Study takes place between
morning worship services. Meet at 10:00am in the
Church Library. We will be comparing the various
resurrection stories from the gospels. ??? Contact Pastor
Gary, 266-3541.
Friends in Faith meets Sunday, May 20, 6:30pm in the
Church Library. We will discuss “Fierce: Women of the
Bible and Their Stories of Violence, Mercy,
Bravery, Wisdom, Sex, and Salvation," by Alice Connor.
Bring a snack to share and a beverage. ??? Contact
Linda Hedding, 464-7279.
Adult Bible Study will meet, Tuesday, May 22, 7:00pm in
the Church Library. We will have conversations on a Rob
Bell Bible Study. ??? Contact Pastor Gary, 266-3541.
Men’s Bible Study Breakfast meets Saturday,
May 26, 7:30am in the Church Fellowship Hall to study
the gospel reading appointed for worship the next
Sunday. Join us for bagels, orange juice, and coffee
while we study. ??? Contact Scott Davison, 486-6914.

May 2018…In the Season of Easter…
Young children will enjoy The Story of
Easter, which tells the Easter story in
rhyming form. Love One Another, The Last
Days of Jesus is for older children, and tells how easily it is to choose fear over trust. Jesus’
story then goes on to show the understanding of the full meaning of Jesus’ teachings of love
and forgiveness. For teens, Who’s Who and Where’s Where in the Bible, is a book where you
can learn more about the weird, wild, and wonderful people of the Bible. Unveiled tells the
story of Tamar, a woman God chose who was faced with extraordinary challenges and took
great personal risk to fulfill her calling. Adults will also enjoy Finding God in Unexpected
Places, which helps us see signs of God’s presence in all the overlooked and
even ordinary times of life. Family Time Story Devotions gives families a devotional story with
questions and a prayer. Find all of these books and many others in the library or on the
bookshelves by the classrooms.
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A++ CONGREGATION – Bethlehem has a tradition of tithing the expected cost
for our group to go to the Gathering. We currently
GENEROSITY
Bethlehem’s congregation
continues
to
be
a
congregation
of
generosity. “Sharing the
Bread of Life with a Hungry
World” isn’t just a “nice”
mission statement that we
happen to have adopted. It is a mission statement that
has become a distinct part of our faith forming culture
emboldening passionate serving and giving. The
passionate response of generosity is alive in Bethlehem
members, from the youngest to the oldest members of
our congregation. It also is present in the response from
our youth going to the ELCA 2018 Youth Gathering in
Houston the end of June.
The Youth Gathering will lift up offering in three ways,
In-kind Offering, Sunday Morning Offering, and Special
Offering. Each will support unique missions and values
of the ELCA and the Gathering.

estimate our cost to be near $22,500. Our 10% tithe for
the Sunday Morning Offering will be nearly $2,250.
Sunday Morning Offering will be collected during
closing worship and will go toward three ministries,
local, domestic, and global.
Texas Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod in
thanksgiving for the hospitality and
partnership as the hosting synod for the
Gathering.
Prison Congregations of America through
which Christian congregations are
established in prisons around the
country.
Global Ministries for raising up global newstart congregations.
The Special Offering will focus on a partnership with the
ELCA World Hunger Global Farm Challenge. Our
Bethlehem youth will have the opportunity during the
Gathering to participate in an experience designed to
immerse them in what it may be like to be a
smallholder farmer around the world. We’ll have to
wait and see how their experience will impact a
response to this yearlong, youth-driven fundraising
challenge. Given the faith forming culture of generosity
they’ve grown and participated in, we have an
exciting opportunity to learn and share more coming
soon.

Bethlehem is reaching for the stars in our response to
the In-Kind Offering, “Blast Off for Books.” Many have
already ordered books to help reach our goal of at
least one copy of each book listed. More information,
a book list, and how to order books is available on
Bethlehem’s website, www.bethlehemcf.org (click on Learn more about Youth Gathering Offering at: http://
the “Youth Gathering” tab) or on the Youth and Family elca.org/YouthGathering/details/offerings
Ministry bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall.

Young Adult & Campus Ministry
Lutheran Student Center
2616 College St., CF
May Ministry Schedule

Pints of Grace: Pints of Grace will continue through the summer, Tuesdays, 7:00pm at Pepper’s, 620 East 18th,
Cedar Falls. Pints of Grace is a ministry with young adults, 18-30 years old, where fellowship and conversations of
faith are enjoyed. Come relax, enjoy a soda or beer, and gather together as brothers and sisters in Christ.
LSC Worship: The last worship service at the LSC will be Wednesday, April 25, 8:30pm. Campus Ministry Summer
Worship begins May 16 through August 1, 8:30pm across from UNI’s campus at Threehouse Wesley Foundation,
2422 College Street.
A Labyrinth will be set up at the Lutheran Student Center and available for people to use
during UNI finals week, April 28-May 4. As a meditation practice used for centuries, many
find a Labyrinth meaningful. This opportunity at the LSC is open to the public.
LSC Finals Week
11:00am-1:00pm

Lunches:

Monday,

Tuesday,

Wednesday,

April

30-May

2,

LSC Coffee House: The last LSC Coffeehouse for the semester will be Tuesday, May 1,
8:00pm and will resume in August. Enjoy free coffee, smoothies, cookies, music, and
fellowship at the LSC.
??? Contact Jon Fry, UNI LSC Campus Minister, lscuni@uni.edu, or visit
www.lutheranstudentcenter.org. The Lutheran Student Center is an ELCA partner in ministry
with Bethlehem and St. John Lutheran churches.
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Holy Trinity Sunday
May 27

Sunday, May 20

