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Most of the time epiphanies come from hard work. I know, it doesnõt seem like that in stories, or in 

the movies, but it is true. An epiphany is a sudden realization about something big ð life, love, the 

universe. It is something significant and often life -changing. An epiphany is when things fall into 

place and something starts to make sense, that never made sense before. To say, òthings fall into 

placeó doesnõt really sound like it is hard work, does it? It makes it seem effortless, like it happens to 

us without even trying.  

That was not true for the Magi, those astrologers from the East, who came to meet the newly born 

King of the Jews. Now, the astronomical event was not the hard part. The brilliant star, or position of 

the stars and planets ð all that was done without their action, but the effort to interpret what it might 

mean was significant. It involved math. It involved matching up astrological signs and symbols with 

the zodiac and other stuff like that. It meant determining just how big an event this sign in the sky 

might be announcing. When all the studying was done, they came up with the interpretation that a 

king had been born to the people of Israel; and that it wasnõt an ordinary king. After all, Judah was 

a pretty puny nation that was currently being administered under the rule of the Romans. So, how 

important could a child king like that be? And, yet, the signs in the sky made it seem so important, 

that it was worth taking a long and dangerous journey to pay their respects. All that study and math 

was necessary to reach the moment of, òOh Wow! This is big!ó 

Any moments of epiphany that I have experienced have come through wrestling with issues that 

catch my eye and seem to be important, even if I donõt know exactly why. The church season after 

January 6 (Epiphany Day, traditionally the day when the Magi saw Jesus) and before Lent is called 

the season of Epiphany. The Bible texts in worship and devotions show us who Jesus is. Jesus is the 

Epiphany of God, he shows us what God is like; who God is. When we pay attention to these texts, 

we just might have a sudden realization about something big ð the God who loves us and 

empowers us to live the best life we can. Have a great Epiphany season.  

ALL-COUNCIL/COMMITTEE/STAFF MINI-RETREAT 

An all -council/committee/staff mini -retreat will take 

place Sunday, January 7, 12:45pm -2:15pm. Find out 

how you and your committee or council can adopt the 

goals set by the Congregational Council and work with 

other councils. Learn more about forming faith and 

living our faith in daily life. We will begin with the 

monthly potluck meal.  

 

DONõT FORGETéBethlehemõs annual meeting will be 

Sunday, January 21, 9:50am. The annual meeting is a 

time to celebrate ministries of the past year and 

anticipate the ministries for 2018. You will be 

introduced to the goals for 

the coming year. You will 

hear a special report on 

the resources available for 

outreach ministries through 

our Endowment Fund. We 

need your participation for 

the coming year.  
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 QUILT õN CRAFT  
Thursday, January 11, 7:00pm, at 

the home of Becky Anderson, 1716 

Timberledge Dr  and Thursday, 

January 25, 7:00pm, at the home 

of Barb Davison, 1921 Continental 

Dr. Bring your own craft or learn a 

new one. All are welcome.  

JANUARY 

3-TBA,  10-TBA, 17-Chili Dogs,  

24-Pizza, 31-TBA 

Wednesday Night Meals return January 3, and                

we are in need of volunteers who would like                     

to help prepare, serve and/or cleanup one                      

meal during the months of January, February, April, 

or May. The schedule is flexible. If you are able                

to volunteer, contact Heather Schneider, 266 -3541              

or heather@bethlehemcf.net . 

Sunday, January 7,  

following 11:00am           

worsh ip .  Ov ens  

a v a i l a b l e  a t 

10:00am. Everyone is 

welcome!  
 

WEATHER ALERT Winter weather will 

be here soon.   As a reminder, if the 

Cedar Falls schools are closed or 

dismissed early on a Wednesday 

due to weather, all Wednesday 

night activities at the church will be 

cancelled.  

NORTHEAST IOWA FOOD 

BANK 

In November, 78 pounds of                       

non -perishable food items 

were collected and donated to the Northeast Iowa 

Food Bank. Thank you to everyone who donated to 

those in our community facing food insecurities.  

MANY THANKS to the  

N e w Al d a ya  S un d a y 

Chapel Volunteers! Extra 

appreciation goes to 

Mari lyn Bigelow for 

assisting residents to their 

dining areas, after Chapel, 

many Sundays throughout the years --not just during 

Bethlehem's assigned months!  

Also, kudos to June Belz and Jack Gregersen for 

helping every Sunday in November!  

The Sunday of November 12 brought lots of enthusiastic 

help from the Sunday School and Confirmation 

students and adults including: Kallista, Kaelyn, Jill, 

Dalton, Charlie, Rhea, Izzy, Madelyn, Emma, Isaak, 

Zoey, Nevaeh, Kade, Owyn, Jenna, Adam, Jerry, Mark, 

and Adam.   I hope I got everyone! - Marie Gregersen  

BOY SCOUT SUNDAY Service Participants are 

wanted Sunday, February 4. All Cub Scouts, Boy 

Scouts, and Adult Scout Leaders are encouraged to 

volunteer during services. We will need Door 

Greeters, Ushers, Lectors, Fellowship Hour Servers, 

and possible others. The Boy Scouts of America will 

also celebrate 108 years of service 

Monday, January 8, Scouting 

Anniversary Day. If you wish to 

volunteer on Boy Scout Sunday, 

contact Stephen Becker, 234 -2374 

by January 14. Wear your                 

uniform and òBe Preparedó to                           

òDo a Good Turn Daily.ó 

Please remember that 

print ready annual reports need to be in to Rachel in 

the office by December 15. Annual reports will be 

available to the congregation by January 14.  

MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM THE STAFF We  Wish you a 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! It is a joy for us 

to serve a congregation dedicated to òSharing the 

Bread of Life with a Hungry Worldó. The promise of 

Jesusõ birth fills all our hearts with grace and the fulness 

of Godõs great love. We anticipate ministry in the 

coming year that continues our commitment to 

proclaiming Jesus Christ 

and serving our neighbor 

in His Name. Merry 

Christmas and a Happy 

New Year to all.  

DONATIONS FOR THE 2018 TAX YEAR must be given 

to the church no later than noon Dec. 31, or mailed             

to the church in an envelope 

postmarked no later than 

December 31.  
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