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The Advent Wreath helps us live out our relationship with Jesus as we prepare to celebrate
his birth and anticipate the time when he will claim all the earth for his own.
The first candle is the Prophecy Candle. Prophecy speaks of what is to come and what is
right now. Texts in the Old Testament called people to expect the Messiah. Texts from the
New Testament call us to expect God to apply the death and resurrection to the whole
earth in its final redemption. These texts also urge us to live our lives right now in the power of
the Holy Spirit. The witness of lives lived with grace and mercy makes God’s presence now
real to the world.
The second candle is the Bethlehem Candle. Bethlehem speaks of a real place, in a real
time, in which Jesus was born. This candle moves us to see Jesus in his humanness as well as
his Godliness. Our faith is not in a set of beliefs as much as it is in God made flesh in Jesus,
born in Bethlehem.
The third candle is the Shepherds Candle. The shepherds were not the cream of the crop in
the society during Jesus’ birth. They became the first believers of Jesus. They became the
first witnesses to God’s presence on earth in this baby. They are us, full of joy because God
walks with us through faith.
The fourth candle is the Angels Candle. The angels are God’s messengers. As Bethlehem
highlights the human Jesus, the heavenly host proclaims Jesus’ godly nature. They also
make clear the purposes of Jesus’ presence in our lives
– glorifying God in heaven and bringing peace on
earth.
We hope these candles will help make Jesus real to
each of you, and that your life of love and peace will
make Jesus real to everyone you meet.

DON’T

FORGET...EARLY

NEWSLETTER

DEADLINE

Because of the Christmas holiday, the BLC newsletter
deadline is Monday, December 4. The
January newsletter will be mailed
Tuesday, December 12.
Annual reports are due December 15.
Please email them to Rachel,
rachel@bethlehemcf.net.

Sunday, December
3, following 11:00am
worship.
Ovens
available
at
10:00am. Everyone is
welcome!

ADVENT WORSHIP
We will worship with
Holden Evening Prayer
on
Wednesdays,
D e c e mb e r
6,
13
and 20, at 5:30pm.
A soup supper and our regular Wednesday night
ministries will follow.

ADVENT SOUP SUPPERS
Following Advent worship
service, soup suppers will be
served by the youth going to
the ELCA Youth Gathering. Supper will be served
6:00pm, Wednesday, December 6, 13, and 20. All
profits will go toward their trip.

BETHLEHEM
LUTHERAN
CHURCH
HAS
GREAT
KNITTING MINISTRIES.
We have some wonderful
people who enjoy knitting
and who follow Jesus and
love all people. They have
found great ways of making
these three callings work
together in significant ways.
The knitters create beautiful, soft shawls that are
designed to comfort people with the color and feel of
the shawls. These also bring comfort because the
recipients know that the knitters have prayed that
God’s presence will come with the shawls and God’s
presence brings peace and hope. Many of the shawls
are given to people who are sick or injured or going
through a tough time or who are watching a family
member go through that. The baptismal shawls are
white, a symbol of the forgiveness that comes to us in
baptism and which continues to cleanse us
throughout our lives.
The knitters have other ministries as well that are less
well-known. For many years, each third-grade student
in the Cedar Falls School District has received a handknitted scarf. The scarves are beautiful and functional
as the weather becomes colder. The thank you cards
the students make are marvelous and show how
meaningful this ministry is to them.
If you would be interested in learning more about
these knitting ministries, or would like to try your hand
at knitting with some excellent, experienced mentors,
you can contact Jean Sackett. It just might connect
your love of God and people to an interest you have.

STAFF GIFT
CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE
EVERYONE is invited to the Hedding’s,
2812
Abraham
Dr.,
Cedar
Falls,
on Sunday, December 10, 2:00-6:00pm, for
refreshments (snacks, cider, punch and
coffee) and visiting. We will have our front
room set up with toys and videos for
children, and a couple of our young folks
will be assigned to watch over the little
ones and serve as greeters. So please,
parents, feel free to bring your young ones.
They are welcome!

The Congregational Council
invites you to join us in expressing
our thanks to Pastor Gary and the
entire paid staff with a bonus gift.
Monetary gifts, clearly marked as
“Staff Gift,” may be placed in the offering plate
or dropped off in the office by December 31.
- Stephen Becker - Congregational President

QUILT ’N CRAFT
Thursday, December 14, 7:00pm, at the
home of Wendy Reilly and December
28 7:00pm at the home of Wendy Reilly.
Bring your own craft or learn a new one.
All are welcome.

Gathering For Compassion

compassion as we learn about
St. Paul reminded the community of mental health. In your name, we
the Ephesians: “For by grace you pray. Amen.
have been saved through faith, and God’s Story – Scripture
this is not your own doing; it is the Mark 5:1-20
gift of God.” This changes • What does “legion” mean?
everything! Amen!
• How was the man treated for
his mental illness?
December can be a difficult month
for those suffering with a mental • How does that compare with
h ealt h disorder. T h e crazy
how we treat people today?
schedules of th e h ol idays, John 9:1-12
expectations to enjoy a variety of We see in this passage that Jesus
gatherings, changes in weather, did not blame people for getting
shorter days, the list goes on as to sick. Jesus clearly states that their
why this month can be particularly illness was not the result of
tough. We want to be aware and anything they did wrong or any
compassionate with those who sin they committed.
may not fully enjoy the “most • How did the disciples react to
wonderful time of the year.”
the man’s blindness?
Beginning Prayer:
• How can we help people
God of presence, you promise you
realize that their illness is not
are with us always. Let us feel your
their fault?
presence. When we struggle with • Jesus reached out to,
your promise, give us someone to
defended, and healed
be with us in that lost place. Let
people with mental and
each of us be someone who bears
physical disorders, even
your love to someone who is feeling
though the society he lived
darkness. We ask for strength and

Join us Sunday, December 17, 3:00-5:00pm, as we visit
Bethlehem members who have a hard time getting
out. Meet at the church to carpool. A soup potluck,
fellowship and more caroling will follow.

A NEW LITURGY SETTING FOR ADVENT:
Advent begins, Sunday, December 3, and we often
change the setting of the Evangelical Lutheran
Worship that we use at the 8:30 worship hour.
Beginning that Sunday, we will worship with Setting Two
in the “cranberry” hymnal. The composer is Marty
Haugen who is best known for “Holden Evening
Prayer”. In December, we will begin with the “Kyrie”,
the “Gospel Acclamation”, and “Lamb of God” during
Holy Communion.

in forbade him to do so.
How does our society treat those
with mental health disorders?

Sending Prayer:
God of comfort, relieve those who
are troubled in mind and spirit.
Bring them hope, peace and the
strength of a loving community.
Grant patience and courage to
the families and friends of those
who are ill. Increase their ability to
withstand as they face challenges
for their loved one. Protect and
defend those living with mental
health disorders from exploitation,
addictions and abuse. In your
name, we pray. Amen
National Suicide Prevention
Lifeline: Call 1-800-273-8255
The National Alliance on Mental
Health: nami.org
Excerpts from the December
ELCA 2018 Youth Gathering Bible
Study

We will be decorating the Sanctuary
with poinsettia plants on Christmas
Eve. If you would like to donate a
poinsettia plant they will be $12 again
this year. There will be a collection box
with envelopes on the Welcome Table. On the
envelope there is a place for your name and a line
for in memory or honor of. Please make checks out
to Bethlehem Lutheran Church with “poinsettias” in
the memo line. The last day for donations will be
December10.

PREPARING FOR ADVENT
The season of Advent, the beginning of the Church
Year, arrives on Sunday, December 3. Bethlehem
recognizes this season of expectation of Christ
coming at Christmas, and coming again at the
close of the age by having brief times of worship on
Wednesday evenings at 5:30pm followed by a soup
supper at 6:00pm. Wednesday evening music
ministries
and
confirmation follow the
supper at their regular
times.
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We offer several opportunities for adults to
engage the Bible and talk about God’s
continuing work in our lives.
Sunday Morning Bible Study takes place between
morning worship services. Meet at 10:00am in the
Church
Library.
We
are
studying
the
Reformation. ??? Contact Pastor Gary, 266-3541.
Friends in Faith will not meet in December
as everyone is busy enjoying the Christmas
season. We will commence on Sunday, January
15 with a new book: “Fierce: Women of the Bible
and Their Stories of Violence, Mercy, Bravery,
Wisdom, Sex, and Salvation," by Alice Connor. ???
Contact Linda Hedding, 464-7279.
Adult Bible Study will not meet in December. Next
meeting will be January 23. ??? Contact Pastor
Gary, 266-3541.
Men’s Bible Study Breakfast meets Saturday,
December 16, 7:30am in the Church Fellowship
Hall to study the gospel reading appointed for
worship the next Sunday. Join us for bagels,
orange juice, and coffee while we study. ???
Contact Scott Davison, 486-6914.

ANNUAL BETHLEHEM
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
will be December 10, at the 8:30am
worship service. Note the earlier date
and time for this year! Thank you to
Ruth and Karen for taking on this great
tradition.
Plan to DANCE AROUND THE CHRISTMAS TREE December
17, 9:45am. There will be no Sunday School Opening that
day so ALL members can participate!

SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFERING this year will
go to buy Bibles (and possibly books) for
congregations affected by Hurricane
Irma. Thank you to Ethan Rea for bringing
this idea to us!

Would
you
like
to
share
your
musical
talents in December? We would love to have kids
(or adults) play before services on December 17. We
are also looking for people to play on December 31,
at the 8:30am service, either before or during
offering! Contact Lisa Newgard, 415-4204 you are
interested.

BOOK BEAT…As we head into Advent and Christmas, there are many books offered for you to take home and
read. For very young children the board book The Story of Christmas is a brightly colored rhyming verse book
they are sure to enjoy. Also for this age group is Go Tell It On the Mountain which
sets the song to beautiful artwork with just a few words on a page. These two
books will be on display in the corner of the church. For older children, The
Christmas Candle tells of a young man who learns about giving by the light of a
candle. The Very First Christmas is a story that is set as a conversation between
a mother and a son and features facts that you may not have paid attention
to before. For families, Celebrate Jesus at Christmas is an advent book with
devotions and activities you can do as you light your advent candle each day.
The Family Christmas Cookbook contains recipes from varying traditions around
the world. These last four books can be found in the library. Please feel free to
take them home! Look for advent devotionals in the narthex including a fun
paper tree building devotion for children.

2017 CONGREGATIONAL GOALS

Young Adult & Campus Ministry
Lutheran Student Center
2616 College St., CF
December Ministry Schedule
Pints of Grace
Tuesdays, 7:00pm
Pepper’s, 620 East 18th, CF
Pints of Grace is a ministry with young adults, over 18
years old, where fellowship and conversations of
faith are enjoyed. Come relax, enjoy a soda or beer,
and gather together as brothers and sisters in Christ.
*We will not be meeting December 26.
LSC Worship
Wednesday, December 6, 8:30pm
Wednesday, December 13, 8:30pm, Labyrinth
*Worship at the LSC will resume in January.
LSC Christmas Party
Wednesday, December 6, 7:30pm
Finals Week at the LSC
Join us for lunch, 11:00am-1:00pm, Monday, Tuesday,
and Wednesday, December 11-13. All are welcome!
LSC Coffee House
Enjoy free coffee, smoothies, cookies, music, and
fellowship Tuesdays and Thursdays, 8:00pm at the
LSC. *The Coffee House will be closed after
December 12, and will reopen in January.
??? Contact Jon Fry, UNI LSC Campus Minister,
lscuni@uni.edu or www.lutheranstudentcenter.org

†

†
†

†

Support an ongoing system of formation of faith
for all ages through cross-generational
community building.
Engage members in finding their places in
congregational ministry.
Recognize and respond to community needs by
expanding current community outreach
involvement.
Commit to being inviting and hospitable.

What does it mean to be an A++ Congregation?
An A++ congregation is one that is strongly engaged
with young people and adults who will be attending
the 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering. Every congregation
supports its Gathering participants by contributing to
the cost of attending the trip to Houston and all the
necessities around that. An A++ congregation is curious about the faith forming experience that has already begun with the young people and adults who
are going. In this newsletter you will find a Bible study
that is shortened from the one the participants use as
they prepare for the Gathering. It will be used by
councils and committees and other groups throughout the congregation. This study not only helps participants grow in faith, but is available for everyone to
encourage that same growth. An A++ congregation
knows the Gathering text from Ephesians 2:8, “For by
grace you have been saved through faith, and this is
not your own doing; it is a gift from God.” An A++
congregation knows that “This changes everything!”,
the Gathering theme. Let’s be an A++ congregation.

WEATHER ALERT Winter weather
319-226-3541
office@bethlehemcf.net
CHURCH OFFICE STAFF
Pastor Gary Hedding
319-464-7278, pastorgary@bethlehemcf.net
Robin Souhrada - Director of Faith Formation
robin@bethlehemcf.net
Rachel Storm - Office Manager
rachel@bethlehemcf.net
Heather Schneider - Ministry Coordinator
heather@bethlehemcf.net
STAY CONNECTED
www.bethlehemcf.org
#blcsharing
www.facebook.com/pages/Bethlehem-LutheranChurch-ELCA/45155212584266?ref=hl

will be here soon. As a reminder, if
the Cedar Falls schools are closed
or dismissed early on a Wednesday
due to weather, all Wednesday
night activities at the church will be
cancelled.

DONATE NOW
Use your smartphone to scan the
QR code or go to bethlehemcf.org
and click on “Give Online”
underneath the Worship tab.
UNIFIED GIVING THROUGH OCTOBER
Income:
$283,427.00
Mission Plan: $303,502.00
($20,075)
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ADVENT WORKSHOP:
“LUTHER-STYLE”
Cross-generational Event

Sunday
December 3
12:30pm
Following
the church potluck

WORSHIP WITH US
Sunday, December 24
Advent Service
10:00am
Christmas Candlelight
Service
4:00, 7:00, & 11:00pm

