
“Bethel …God’s Beach House, where the Son always Shines” 

FEBRUARY 2014 NEWSLETTER 

God’s Lighthouse at the Beach 

Stained Glass Windows 

 
The ‘Good Shepherd Window’ and the panel of 

windows around it will be removed about the time 

you receive this newsletter.   

 

The windows will be taken to 

the studios of Shenandoah 

Glass Co in Front Royal, VA 

where the windows will be 

photographed, completely 

taken apart, cleaned, and 

repaired.  Where there is art 

damage, it will also be 

restored to its original 1910 

appearance.  While the windows are out, repairs 

will be made here to the woodwork around the 

windows.  The holes left by the vacant windows 

will be temporarily covered with plywood. 

 

In Virginia the windows will be reassembled, and 

returned to Lewes in 6-8 weeks.  Once installed, 

they will be covered on the outside by a clear glass 

laminate that is similar to automobile glass.  It will 

not shatter or yellow. 

 

This window is being repaired first, because it is 

the most damaged, and the most likely to fail if we 

do not act soon 

 

This phase of Stained Glass Window Repair is 

being paid for with funds already on hand.   The 

Capital Improvement Committee is recommending 

that all 22 windows be repaired and restored.    

From Horror to Hope 
 

Not far from us in Princess Anne, Maryland;  

Africans were brought by boat in shackles to 

the slave auction along the Manokin River.  On 

that site their bondage became unending as 

they were sold into slavery.    
 

Shortly after the Civil War, a group of African 

American Methodists in Princess Anne  

purchased the land where the slave auction 

had been; the very place where many of their 

ancestors had been sold into bondage. 
 

What did they do with it?  On that site they 

built a church—the Metropolitan Methodist 

Church.  They bought that place of pain and 

horror to reclaim and redeem it from its  

former evil use, and to transform it into a 

place of hope and new life.   
 

Interestingly they did not destroy the slave 

block that was there.   Rather they built over it 

so that today, it is beneath the church’s pulpit 

from which freedom in Jesus Christ is  

proclaimed every Sunday.  Those brave former 

slaves transformed that place from horror to 

hope. 
 

At the core of the Christian message is good 

news of hope and new life.  Jesus exceled at 

taking broken people and making them whole.  

He took a former enemy like Saul of Tarsus and 

made him the great missionary, Paul the  

Apostle.  Jesus took a cross, an instrument of 

torture and death; and transformed it into a 

symbol of new life and never-ending hope. 
 

Recently Bethel Church was approached with a 

similar opportunity to turn horror into hope.    

 

A New Year’s Prayer 
 

May God make your year a happy one! 
Not by shielding you from all sorrows and pain, 
But by strengthening you to bear it, as it 
comes; 
Not by making your path easy, 
But by making you sturdy to travel any path; 
Not by taking hardships from you, 
But by taking fear from your heart; 
Not by granting you unbroken sunshine, 
But by keeping your face bright, even in the 
shadows; 
Not by making your life always pleasant, 
But by showing you when people and their 
causes need you most,  
and by making you anxious to be there to 
help. 
God’s love, peace, hope and joy to you for the 
year ahead. 
*shared by Cindy in PAUMCS “Linking Hands” 
 
 
 

The Coming Year 
 

As we look ahead to 2014, please save the 
date for these opportunities, experiences, and  
ministries. 
 Grief Share begins February 16th  
 Capital Fund Raising Campaign, March 2- 

April 20th  
 Financial Peace University begins, March 5 
 Lent begins Ash Wednesday on March 5 and 

Continues through Holy Week. 
 Bethel Christian School Fun Fair, April 5 
 Holy Week: Palm Sunday, April 13; through 

Easter, April 20. 
 Confirmation; Pentecost Sunday, June 8. 
 Vacation Bible School, June 23rd through 

the 26th. 
 Adult Mission Trip, Colorado June 22-29. 
 Children’s Choir Trip, June 28-29. 
 Youth Mission Trip, Vermont, July 6-12. 
 Antique Show and Sale, July 10-12. Continued on Page 3 
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Bethel’s Directory 
 

Addresses, phone numbers and email info 

are updated as often as possible.  Photos are 

added as new members join or a request to 

update is received.  You can print the  

directory, or any part of it, from your  

personal printer.  If you don’t use a  

computer, a copy can be provided by the 

office.  If you have any questions, please 

contact Debbie Dawson at 

debrajhd2@comcast.net or  

302-827-2152. 

Thank You from the Staff 
 

Please accept our  
sincere thanks for the 
generous Christmas  
bonus we received from 
you at Christmas.  We 
are all blessed to be 
part of the Bethel family.  Thank you for  
making our Christmas brighter.   
 

Sincerely; 
Cindi, Donna, Joyce, Keri, Laura K, Laura P, 
Ray, Richard, Tamara, Tammy, & Pastor Earle  

 

 

Bethel’s Women’s Circles 
 

The Elizabeth Circle 

The Elizabeth Circle will meet at Annabella's 

Restaurant on Tuesday, February 4th at 12:30 

p.m. for a nice lunch and good Christian  

fellowship.  All ladies of the Church may join 

us.  We will order from the menu and will  

have individual checks.   

You may call Ginny Mitchell at 645-8810 for 

transportation if needed.   

  

 

The Mary Martha Circle 

The M&Ms will meet Wednesday, February 5, 

at Noon at the Green Turtle Restaurant at 

Five Points in Lewes.  If you would like to join 

us, please call Debbie at 745-5101 or email 

her (debrajhd2@comcast.net). 
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It was totally unexpected, but God knew that 

Bethel could rise to the challenge.  A house and 

lot on Savannah Road that backs up to our 

Chestnut Street parking lot was offered to us as 

a gift by an anonymous donor.   
 

In addition another anonymous donor offered 

Bethel $100,000 cash so that we can make  

improvements to the property.  A Charge  

Conference was called, and by unanimous vote 

it was agreed to accept this gift. 
 

The gift comes, however, with substantial  

baggage.  Before it went into foreclosure, the 

344 Savannah Road property was owned by  

Lewes Pediatrician Earl Bradley.  It was not his 

residence, and to our knowledge he never lived 

there, but he was the owner.   
 

Mr. Bradley’s crimes were reprehensible and 

heinous.  The mention of his name still puts 

knots in people’s stomachs; it dredges up untold 

bad feelings regarding the worst serial criminal 

in Lewes history, and his helpless innocent  

victims.  Just reading this, in fact may be  

upsetting some people.  Those crimes against 

young children took place at his office.  He was 

convicted for them and will be punished with 

incarceration for the rest of his life.  Another 

part of that punishment is the loss of this and 

other property he once owned. 
 

As a Church, and as the followers of Jesus Christ 

we are uniquely qualified to redeem a place  

associated with a felon, by turning it over to 

God so it can be used for good.   If Jesus can 

take the cross He died upon and turn it into the  

symbol of the new life and hope our faith 

brings, then I am confident the Bethel Family 

can pray, dream, and develop a redemptive use 

for this property.  God has given us a rare  

opportunity to bring hope from horror. 
 

There are no restrictions from the donor of the 

property regarding what we do with it, except 

the normal zoning regulations that affect all 

property.  And the only restriction on the gift of 

cash is that it be used for that property. 
 

No decision has been made regarding how we 

will use it.  In fact it is widely felt by Bethel’s 

leadership that we should take time—a year at 

least—to pray, and inquire of God what He 

wants us to do.  As this unfolds we will seek 

wide input from the Bethel family for your 

thoughts and wishes.  In addition we will talk 

with area churches, the Lewes Rehoboth  

Association of Churches, as well as agencies that 

work with the poor, with victims of sexual  

assault, and with women and children to see if 

there are unmet needs in the community that 

could be addressed from this house. 
 

A lot of thought was given to announcing we had 

received this gift during Sunday worship, as that 

is when we see the most people in any week.  It 

was felt however, that because of the  

property’s association with Mr. Bradley, any  

announcement would be upsetting and  

disruptive to many worshippers, and likely do 

more harm than good.  Hence you are learning 

we have received the gift through our news-

letter. 
 

What is lacking with using the Newsletter to 

share this information is there isn’t an easy  

medium for dialog or communication.  I am not 

up to speed with facebook, and its broad reach 

may not be the best forum for this discussion.    
 

For that reason, I will be available to talk with 

anyone who has questions, concerns, or ideas 

for this property after the 9:15 service and the 

11:00 services on Sunday January 26th and from 

2:00-4:00  p.m. on Wednesday January 29th,  

both times in the Parsonage Meeting House.  

Whatever your questions or concerns, your  

wishes, ideas, and dreams, I would like to hear 

them as we begin to discern how to use this gift 

in a healing and redemptive way.   
 

In the book of Genesis ten of the sons of Israel, 

sold their next youngest brother, Joseph, into 

bondage.   

From Horror to Hope - Continued from Page 1 

Continued on Page 7 
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For those of you who have not visited 

the Thrift Shop recently, we invite you to 

come and see the changes put in place by the 

new manager.  The shop is roomier and goods 

are more easily accessible.  The warehouses 

are now open to the public and our Christmas 

Shop is open year ‘round. This is only the  

beginning!  We hope to make the shop more 

inviting by brightening the interior with new 

carpeting and other improvements.     

 

The Thrift Shop is still in need of men, 

women and teenagers to volunteer at the 

shop.  High School students will earn  

community service credits.  The Thrift Shop is 

a principle source of funding for the  

Community Resource Center and the Cape 

Henlopen Food Basket.  To a lesser extent 

funds are provided to Casa San Francisco,  

Lewes After-School Program, Westside  

New Beginnings, Young Life and many more  

organizations in our area that provide for those 

in our community who are in need of help.  

Call any weekday between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. 

and speak to our new manager, Maura Jenkins 

or a volunteer coordinator. The number to  

contact is 644-0171. 

 

 

 

 

For those who didn’t see my “thank you” in 

the Bulletin in December, let me again  

express my gratitude to all of you who  

participated in the Prison Ministry Cookie 

Walk.  With your help we were able to provide 

163 bags of cookies for the prisoners and  

prison workers at Sussex Correctional  

Institution.  I thank God for moving you to be 

part of this ministry. 

 

LAY SERVANT  

   ACADEMY 

 

 

A new semester of the Lay Servant Academy is 

being planned for March of 2014 at Ewell’s-St. 

Paul U.M.C. in Clayton, DE. 

These will be evening classes.  They are  

scheduled for March 18th, 20th,25th and 27th 

from 6:30 – 9:00 p.m. with registration  

starting at 6:00 p.m. Choose from the courses  

being offered which include: 

  Basic; 

  Living Our Beliefs; 

  Evangelism; and  

  Spiritual Gifts. 

To be considered for Lay Servant Credit for 

any of these courses, you must attend all four  

evenings in the course of your choice  

FLORENCE’S NEWS PAGE 
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Howdy Bethel! 

 Well, we all made it through the Fall semester of ministry 

and we are really looking forward to the Spring semester  

unfolding.  We just recently got back from the RANSOMED Youth 

Rally in Ocean City which was a blast for the 40 of us who went! 

The Adult Leaders and I hope the momentum from the Rally will 

carry into the Spring and can’t wait to see how God moves in the 

lives of our teenagers through our “Making the Most of Your  

Family Life” series that will take place over the next few weeks. 

 Speaking of Adult leaders, this month I want to take few 

moments and thank all of my AWESOME Adult Volunteer Leaders. 

I have 10 leaders who range in age from 20-72.  They are the life 

blood of our ministry and the relationships they build are what 

keeps our students engaged and growing spiritually. The Fuel 

leaders are Katie Wright, Tiffany Hale, Paul and Keri Faircloth, 

Ed and Trish Emmett, Jordan Blankenship, Dani Legates, Faye 

Kintz, and Debbie Dawson.  Thank you team, I couldn't do it 

without you!  Church, if you see them around please take a  

moment and thank them too! 

 This Summer there will be two more awesome Mission Trip 

opportunities.  The first one will be the Adult trip to Boulder, 

Colorado.  This will be a Volunteers in Missions (VIM) trip  

organized through the United Methodist Church.  In September of 

2013 there was massive flooding in Boulder County and we will 

be going to do some flood recovery in the region. Our second trip 

will be our regular Jr. and Sr. High mission trip.  It will be a 

YouthWorks Mission Trip experience in Rutland, Vermont.  It will 

be a community service and building trip, and being in Vermont 

it will give us opportunities to serve all types of cultures in the 

surrounding rural areas.  

 

Adult trip to Boulder, Colorado 

June 22nd-June 28th . We will have approximately   20 spots for 

this trip. 

Student YouthWorks trip to Rutland, Vermont 

July 6th-12th   30 pots total and registration is now open. 

 

Ray Davis  Director of Youth and Family Ministries  

ray@bethellewes.org 

And Family News   

Ray’s Ramblings  

 

Up Coming Events  
 

 

Fuel’s Super Bowl Party! 

Sunday, Feb. 2nd 

At Katie Wright’s house. 

Kick off time 6:00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Feb 16th 

Fuel Valentines Day Party!      

Wear tons of pink and red 
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He became a slave in Egypt, and later found 

himself in Pharaoh’s prison.  Because God had 

given Joseph the ability to interpret dreams,  

he was released from prison to become an  

advisor to Pharaoh.  Eventually Joseph became 

Prime Minister of Egypt.  And in that office he 

stored up vast amounts of grain to sustain the 

Egyptians when years of famine came. 
 

Years later Joseph’s brothers stood before an 

Egyptian official to buy grain to take home to 

their family in Canaan to prevent their  

starvation.  They did not realize that the official 

they were talking with was their brother Jo-

seph—but he recognized them—and made them 

squirm a little before they could buy food.   
 

Eventually the whole family was reunited, and 

Joseph was able to look back across the years, 

and see past the pain and betrayal and say to 

his brothers, “You meant it for evil, but God 

meant it for good.”  (Genesis 50:20.)   Joseph 

had lived the journey from horror to hope.   

(You can read the fascinating story of Joseph  

in Genesis, chapters 37-50)    
 

My prayer for those who have been harmed by 

Mr. Bradley is first that this news has not hurt 

you, harmed you, or reopened old wounds.   

Second, I pray that you will become part of 

 the conversation that helps us develop a new 

use for this property so that God can use it for 

good. 
 

Likewise my prayer for the entire Bethel  

Family is that we would allow God to make us 

agents of change and bring from past horrors, 

hope for many hurting people in Lewes.   
 

Grace and peace, 
 

Earle Baker, 

Pastor  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Congregation: 

 I just wanted to 

say “Thank You” for my very generous Christmas 

gift.  It is always very useful this time of year 

and everyone likes to feel appreciated!  Thanks 

again, Keri Faircloth 

 

Dear Pastor Earle & the Congregation: 

 We would like to thank you for your  

prayers for our mother during the time she was 

in the hospital after her surgery.  We especially 

want to thank you for your cards, phone calls, 

and comforting words of love and sympathy up-

on her passing.  This is a very difficult time for 

our family, especially right here at the  

Christmas season.  Truly, your kindness to our 

family is what is helping us get through these 

difficult days.  Your love for our mother has 

been so evident in your messages, and means 

more than you can possibly know.  We would 

also like to say thank you to Donna Dickey for 

her help in planning the reception at the church 

after the funeral service.  A very special thank 

you goes out to Jennie Dull and her ladies in the 

kitchen who worked so hard to make it possible. 

 Sincerely, Doug Riniker & family and 

  Kay Riniker Peirce & family 

 

To All the Dear Members of Bethel Church: 

 I would like to extent my sincerest  

gratitude for the generous appreciation gift I 

recently received.  I enjoy my role in handling 

the Monday morning deposits and working along-

side so many dedicated people.  I look forward 

to my weekly duties and getting to know some 

of you even better. 

 Another year has come & gone and it’s 

time once again to offer my wish for a happy & 

healthy new year to each and every one of you.  

I hope you all were able to enjoy a peaceful and 

joyous Christmas. May the blessings of this  

season remain with you throughout 2014. 

 Warmest regards, Laura Petranto 

  Financial Secretary   

From Horror to Hope - Continued from Page 3 
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Bill & Carolyn Harper  2/21/1953 

Chubby & Caddie Joseph  2/27/1954 
 

Jose & Lorraine Cintron  2/24/1965 

Bill & Pauline Powell  2/14/1970 
 

Rodger & Donna Gooner  2/28/1992 

George & Merri Chiartas  2/11/1995 

Steven & Renee Thompson 2/25/1995 

Gary & Kathryn Kaier  2/05/2000 

Sean & Jennifer Costello  2/19/2000 

Tony & Jamie Mendez  2/02/2002 

Richard & Constance Wertz 2/26/2005 

Ashley Dickens    2/01 

Lance DePrisco    2/01 

Jennifer Chong    2/01 

G. Edward Wyatt Jr.   2/02 

Christopher Faircloth   2/02 

Elizabeth Bodio    2/02 

Ross Moshier    2/03 

Alexandra Best    2/03 

John Turansky    2/04 

Wendy Martin    2/04 

Shelby Malloy    2/04 

Dillon Mocci    2/04 

Robert Coleman    2/05 

James Bastian III    2/05 

Ethan Shuttleworth   2/05 

Marlyn Allfather    2/06 

Allison Hughes    2/06 

Nancy Ashby    2/07 

Nancy Ashby    2/07 

Susan Shea     2/07 

Shannon Fowler    2/07 

Kristina Porter    2/08 

William Kyle    2/08 

Eluria Downs    2/09 

Lois Snyder     2/09 

Ron Smith     2/09 

William Mason    2/09 

Anna Mayo     2/09 

Tyson Bohl     2/09 

Lynn Hickey    2/10 

Robert Hastings    2/11 

Alison Palmer    2/11 

Daniel Brown    2/11 

Cynthia Dickerson    2/12 

Of  Fifty Years or More 
Congratulations! 

To Those Celebrating 25 to 49 Years 
Congratulations! 

And Celebrating 1 to 24 
Years 

Congratulations! 

Celebrating Over 90 Birthday 
Congratulations! 

Eluria Downs 
February, 9 
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Brian Lee     2/12 

Lanelle Hearn    2/14 

Bob Wotring    2/14 

Frank Yoder    2/14 

Ashley Archer    2/14 

Patrick Watts    2/15 

James Fritz     2/16 

Ed Stroh     2/16 

Michael Anthony    2/16 

Kate Varell     2/17 

Olivia Recicar    2/17 

Greg Varell     2/17 

Brenda Archer    2/17 

Derek LeGates    2/18 

Emalie Anderson    2/18 

Robbie Kyle    2/18 

Bill Gibbons    2/20 

Bill Collick     2/20 

George Chiartas    2/20 

Rachel Hagan    2/20 

Thomas Carter    2/20 

Alaina Watts    2/20 

Joseph Pargoe    2/20 

Matthew Catalfamo   2/21 

Kathryn Costello    2/21 

Linda Gallup    2/23 

Rhonda Stroh    2/24 

Andrew Jones    2/24 

Doric Hamrick    2/25 

Randy Hoffpauir    2/25 

Joseph Calloahan    2/25 

Melissa Watts    2/25 

Carly Zych     2/25 

Dani McCoy     2/25 

Weston Bohl    2/25 

Irene Viola     2/26 

Austin Fountain    2/27 

Dave Gallup    2/28 

Steve Kremer    2/28 

Loretta Ostroski    2/28 

Daniel Montag    2/29 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

MISSIONS TEAM 3rd  SEW-A-THON 
 

February 22, 2014 - 9:30-4:00 at the 

Parsonage Meeting House. 
 

Your Mission Team is holding our 3rd  Sew-A-Thon 

on February 22, 2014.  We will be stitching up more 
shorts for little boys (elastic waists-no zippers  

involved) and bags for the materials for the school 
kits we collected last fall.  This is all simple sewing.  

a few hours of your time will go a long way to bene-
fit those in need.  We will have crockpots of soup to 

warm us up on a chilly February Saturday and lots 
of fun and conservation!  Pack up your sewing  

machine, come sew, enjoy the fun and show God’s 
love by helping others.  See you there! 

////////////////////////////////////////////// 

Food for Thought 

 Fixing Bicycles: 

I love stories.  One of my favorites is about a 

little girl who was late coming home for  

supper.  Her mother made the expected irate 

parent’s demand to know where she had been. 
 

The little girl replied that she stopped to help 

Janie, whose bicycle was broken in a fall. 
 

“But you don’t know anything about fixing  

bicycles,” her mother responded. 
 

“I know that,” the girl said.  “I just stopped to 

help her cry.” 
 

Not many of know anything about fixing  

bicycles, either.  And when our friends have 

fallen and broken, not their bicycles but their 

lives, NONE of us knows how to fix that.  We 

simply cannot “fix” someone else’s life, even 

though that’s what we would like most to do.  

But like the little girl, we can stop to help 

them cry.  That is the best we can do.  And 

that is a lot!  Murray Lancaster 
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The story of Bethel UMC is one of adaptation,  
innovation and change.  
 

In the beginning the Bethel congregation had no 
property and no building.  From 1777 to 1790, they 
were ‘homeless,’ meeting in the homes and barns of 
their members. 

 

In 1790, they erected a small 
chapel at 3rd and Market 
Streets. It was simple room, 
25 by 30 feet, a roof, doors 
and windows.  Built by local 
craftsmen, it lacked plumbing 

and many other amenities.  Later in 1828 the building 
was moved to Mulberry & Church Streets where it 
was expanded to 25 X 40 feet.   
 

By 1870 a larger church was 
needed.  And with a new 
building were opportunities 
for Sunday School space.  The 
Sanctuary was placed on the 
second floor, with a pipe  
organ to lead singing.  The 
first floor had a large meeting 
room and classrooms.  Now a 
variety of ministries could happen concurrently.   
 

As the 20th century dawned, the Bethel congregation 
was again in need of larger quarters.  The  
congregation built our imposing stone church in the 
gothic style with beautiful stained glass windows and 
woodwork.  This building incorporated new  
technology, including central heat, indoor plumbing, 
and electric lights!   
 

The Sanctuary was separated from the Sunday School 
area with great doors that could be pulled down from 
the ceiling to separate the spaces, or raised to make 
one large room.   Coal bins were built into the  

basement to supply the furnace; a room behind the 
pulpit was used for 
Sunday School, as 
was the current 
Historical Room 
and the ‘Upper 
Room’ above it.  
Extensive  
renovations were 
made to the stone 
Church in 1948, and a Moller Pipe Organ was  
added.  In the 20th Century Bethel would continue 
to grow.  Additional space was needed for an  
exploding Sunday School and for church fellowship.  
Several nearby houses were bought and torn down 
to make room for a large Fellowship Hall, with a 
modern kitchen, offices, and 11 Sunday School 
rooms were added.  The large hall included a stage 
for concerts and dramatic productions, and the hall 
floor was designed for recreational roller skating.  
The number of rest rooms in the building increased 
from 1 to 7!  The Fellowship Hall wing was  
consecrated on March 31, 1957.     
 

Across the years Fellowship Hall found other uses as 
well with Bethel Christian School, The Antique Show 
and Sale, Coastal Concerts, the wonderful programs 
our own children and youth present and  
contemporary worship.   
 

The Trustees, as faithful stewards of our property, 
continued to make improvements, including sound 
systems, video projection in Fellowship Hall, a 
wheel chair lift, an exterior ramp, air conditioning, 
the Historical Room, and a new Rogers Organ.   

 

This past 
November 
the Church 
Conference 
voteD to 
move  

forward with improvements, modernization, and 
new construction to our Church Building, under the  
banner, “Rebuilding Tradition – Building our Future” 
 

 

Rebuilding Tradition Continued on Page 11 
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We are preserving.  The ‘bones’ of our Sanctuary 
and Fellowship Hall buildings are good, and well 
worth preserving.     
    

At the top of the list is Stained 
Glass Window repair.  Bethel’s 
priceless windows are a gift 
from former generations.  They 
are a beautiful art form that 
still inspire all ages.   

 Approximately 1/5th of the  
 improvement costs will go to 

stained glass window repair and restoration. 
 Currently the sanctuary lighting is a  
 hodgepodge of original hanging lights, and a 

lot of added lights—spot lights, flood lights, 
florescent lightings, and several styles of wall 
sconces.  The original 1910 lights will be  

 preserved, and new lighting will be hidden, or 
replaced with lights in the 1910 style. 

 

We are improving.  Parts of our building look tired, 
and with good reason!  The Bethel family and the 
Lewes Community use Bethel Church 365 days a 
year.   

Exterior Ramp improved with an interior, out of 
the weather ramp. 

An elevator to replace the aging and worn out 
lift.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Improved lighting in the Sanctuary and  
Fellowship Hall. 
Clean, new handicap accessible restrooms on the 

upper and lower level. 
Improvements to the Stage in Fellowship Hall 

(curtains and lighting) for more effective 
stage productions and concerts.  

We will reduce our electric usage with new LED 
lighting, and with more efficient heating and 

air conditioning in Fellowship Hall.  
Curb appeal will be improved with less concrete 
along W. 4th Street, and more grass and  
landscaping. 
 

We are building.  As we preserve Tradition, we are 
building our Future.   While we aren’t adding a lot 
of square feet to the building, some new space will  
be making better use of the space we have.   The 
new entrance will make bethel safer and more 
welcoming.  
Currently the exterior ramp, the main entrance 
stairs, interior lighting, and the stone steps exiting 
the sanctuary are not compliant with the building 
code.  The changes we make will enhance safety by 
being code compliant. 
Elevators and full accessibility are the norms in  
today’s society.  When a building, no matter how 
beautiful, lacks them, it is off putting and  
unfriendly. 
The new lower level lobby, and the upper level  
lobby will make better use of space and create 
room for enhanced fellowship. 
 

There are many reasons why Bethel Church is 
strong today.  Our heartfelt faith; deeply  
committed members, a great love for God and 
humanity, and the ever-flowing blessings of God 
upon us.   There is one more reason.  Bethel is 
strong because our people have always been  

Rebuilding Tradition Continued on Page 12 
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willing to sacrifice, adapt, innovate, and change for 
the cause of Christ.  It’s been in our DNA since our 
spiritual ancestors picked up the 1790 chapel in 
1828, moved it 3 blocks, and expanded it by 10 feet!  
Just think of all that God has brought about as a  
result of that heroic decision.  We stand on the 
shoulders of women and men of faith who believed a 
town like Lewes needed a church like Bethel.  How 
can we possibly do less? 
 
////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Many, many thank to all of you who con-

tributed to the success of this year’s Giving Tree 

through your donations of gifts and money.  The 

response was phenomenal...as usual!  This year, 

the project provided Christmas gifts to 121  

children and, working with Sussex Consortium, 

helped provide food and other necessities to 61 

additional families.   

 This project cannot be done without your 

generosity and the members of Bethel who pro-

vide labors of love:  Faye Kintz, Joan Stevenson, 

Mary Lou Warren, Paul Faircloth and his band of 

table movers, Carrie, Mary and Sharon from 

Zumba by Carrie, the “better than UPS” delivery 

team, Dale Buckwalter, Bill Powell, and Nancy 

and  Paul Stauffer; and, last but not least, the 

Women’s Ministry “Wrappers”, Lois Clark, Edith 

Cross, Patti Jackewicz and Pauline Powell. 

 Thank you all, and may God continue to 

smile on you every day. 

 

 Barb Shelton and Keri Faircloth  

Money Raised for the Homeless 
 

The Children in our Church 

raised a whopping $1,869 

this year for the homeless in 

our community!  This, in  

addition to the January  

Communion Offering, comes 

to a Total of $2,217!  Thank you so much to 

all the children and their Sunday School 

Teachers for participating in this mission, 

and thank you to all of you for supporting 

them.  It means so much to so many! 

 

Keri Faircloth and Laura Knutsen 

 

 

 

 

Good News form the Finance 

Committee 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Finance Committee wishes to thank the 

friends and members of Bethel Church for their 

financial support in 2013. 
 

Total income for all causes for the year was 

@758,955, which includes $99,990 for the sale of 

tax credits.  Total expenses  for the year were 

$701, 073, leaving a positive balance of $48,882, 

most of which was designated to the Building 

Fund. 
 

We thank you for your generous and faithful  

financial stewardship in 2013. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   
 

  1 

 

8:00 Bethel Band 

       of Brothers 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

2 
 

  8:00 Worship 
 

  9:15 C.A.T. 
 

  9:15 Sunday Sch. 
 

11:00 Worship 
 

6:00  Fuel “Big 

        Game Party” 

3 
 

1:00 SK Prayer Cir 

       & Prayer Shawl 

        Ministry 
 

5:30 L.E.A.P. 
 

6, 7 & 8:00 Pack 1C.S. 
 

 

4 
 

12:30 Eliz. Cir. Lunch 
 

6:00 “J” Crew Reh 
 

6, 7 & 8:00 Pack 1 

        C.S. 
 

6:30 SPRC Mtg. 
 

7:00 YM² Rehearsal 
 

8:00 1st Towne  

        Ringers 
 

 

5 

9:00 Pastors Bible 

       Study 
 

10:30 HHC Comm. 
 

12:00 MM Circle 

         Lunch 
 

 1:00 L.E.A.P  

        Tutoring 
 

 6:00 King’s Kids Reh 
 

 6, 7 & 8:00 Pack 1 

        C.S. 
   

 7:00 Chancel Choir 
 

7:00 Cemetery Mtg. 

6 

6:00 Miracle Singers  
 

7:00 B. S. Troop #1 
 

7:00 Stephen Min. Mtg 
 

7:00 Prayer & Healing 

       Service 
 

7 

9:30 Worship 

        Comm. Mtg. 
 

 

8 

Coastal 

Concerts 

2:00 p.m. 

Danish String 

Quartet 

9 
 

  8:00 Worship 
 

  9:15 C.A.T. 
 

  9:15 Sunday Sch 
 

11:00 Worship 
 

  5:00 Fuel Sm Gr 

         Bible Study 
 

  6:30 Fuel 

10 
 

6, 7 & 8:00 Pack 1C.S. 
 

7:00 B.S. Troop#1 

       Comm. Mtg. 
 

 

11 
 

6:00 “J” Crew Reh 
 

6, 7 & 8:00 Pack 1 

        C.S. 
 

7:00 Finance Mtg. 
 

7:00 YM2 Rehearsal 
 

8:00 1st Towne  

        Ringers 
 

 

12 
 

9:00 Pastors Bible  

       Study 
 

1:00 L.E.A.P  

        Tutoring 

6, 7 & 8:00 Pack 1 

        C.S. 
 

6:00 King’s Kids Reh. 
 

7:00 Chancel Choir 
 

 

13 
 

6:00 Miracle Singers  
 

6:30 Fuse 
 

6:30 Capital Camp. 

       Comm. Mtg. 
 

7:00 B. S. Troop #1 

 

14 
 

9:30 Worship 

       Comm. Mtg. 
 

4:00 Girl Scouts 
 

 
 
 

March 
Newsletter 
Submissions 

Deadline 

15 

 

16 
 

 7:00 UMM Break. 
 

 8:00 Worship 
 

 9:15 C.A.T. 
 

 9:15 Sunday Sch 
 

11:00 Worship 
 

2:00 GriefShare 
 

 5:00 Confirmation 
 

 6:30 Fuel 

Valentine Party 

 

17 

6, 7 & 8:00 Pack 1 C.S 
 

  

18 
 

6:00 “J” Crew Reh 
 

6, 7 & 8:00 Pack 1 

        C.S. 
 

7:00 Trustees Mtg 
 

7:00 YM2 Rehearsal 
 

8:00 1st Towne  

       Ringers 

19 
 

1:00 L.E.A.P  

        Tutoring 
 

 

5:30 Missions Mtg. 
 

6, 7 & 8:00 Pack 1 

        C.S. 
 

6:00 King’s Kids Reh. 
 

 

7:00 Chancel Choir 
 

 

20 
 

6:00 Miracle Singers   
 

6:30 Bldg., Comm. 

       Mtg. 
 

7:00 B. S Troop #1 
 

7:00 Stephen Min. Mtg 
 

21 
 

9:30 Worship 

        Comm. Mtg. 

  

22 

 

9:30  

Sew-A-Thon 
 

23 

  8:00 Worship 
 

  9:15 C.A.T. 
 

  9:15 Sunday Sch 
 

11:00 Worship 
 

  2:00 GriefShare 
 

  5:00 Fuel Sm Gr 

         Bible Study 
 

  6:30 Fuel 
 

7:00 Blue & Gold 

         Dinner 

24 

 

25 

6:00 “J” Crew Reh 
 

7:00 Church Council 

        Mtg. 
. 

7:00 YM2 Rehearsal 
 

7:00 Pack #1 C.S. 

       Mtg. 
 

8:00 1st Towne  

       Ringers 

26 
 

9:00 Pastors Bible  

       Study 
 

1:00 L.E.A.P  

        Tutoring 
 

6:00 King’s Kids Reh. 
 

7:00 Chancel Choir 
 

 

27 
 

6:00 Miracle Singers   
 

6:30 Fuse 
 

7:00 B. S. Troop # 
 

281 
 

9:30 Worship 

        Comm. Mtg. 
 

4:00 Girl Scouts 

 

 FEBRUARY 2014 
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Please if you are going to move across the 

street, across town, across the state or across 

the country, it would be appreciated to have 

your new address and phone number before 

you move.  Return postage cost the Church 

money that we do not budget for and it does 

add up.  More importantly, it would be nice if 

you received what is sent to you from your 

Church. 

 

Also, please keep in mind that the Church  

office needs all updates to your family  

circumstances, new family members, deaths, 

weddings, divorces, new email addresses, cell 

phone numbers as well as the above  

mentioned address and telephone number  

changes.  We appreciate you keeping us up-

dated so that we can keep our records current  

on all the important happenings with our 

Bethel Church Family. 
 

Anthony Michael 

33303 Chandler Street 

Lewes, DE 19958-7233 
   

A Service of Prayer and Healing will be held on Thursday,  

February 6th, at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  The ministry of healing is very 
important in the New Testament and was central to the ministry of Jesus.  
Each service will include prayers, scripture, a reflection on scripture, and  
prayers for healing. 
 

 
The Sacrament of Baptism 
 

To schedule a baptism, please contact Pastor Earle at 645-9426 or  
pastorbaker@bethellewes.org.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you or someone you know is grieving, Grief-

Share can be the path way for healing.  Grief-

Share is a 13-week Bible based, Christian  

support group for anyone suffering the loss of a 

loved one.  The next session of GriefShare  

begins on February 16th from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 

p.m. in the Parsonage Meeting House.  For more 

information or to register for GriefShare, call or 

email Terri Pierce-Gooch at 841-2868/

theresapierce14@comcast.net. 

mailto:pastorbaker@bethellewes.org
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MUSIC NEWS 
February 2014 

Ensembles 

“J” Crew 
Tuesdays 6:00-6:45 

3rd—6th grade youth 

YM² 
Tuesdays 7:00-7:45 

7th—12th grade youth 

First Towne 
Ringers 

 

Tuesdays 8:00-9:00 

Older youth—adults 

King’s Kids 

Wednesdays 6:00-6:45 

5 yrs.—2nd grade 

Chancel Choir 
Wednesdays 7:00-8:15 

(additional rehearsal on 

Fridays at noon) 

Older youth—adults 

Miracle Singers 
Thursdays 6:00-7:15 

Older youth—adults 

Afternoon Choir Rehearsal 

Have you been thinking about joining the Chancel Choir but have 

been hesitant to do so because you are uncomfortable driving at 

night or your job keeps you busy on Wednesday evenings?  Good 

news!...We are adding a Friday afternoon rehearsal just for folks 

like you!  Join us each Friday at 12:00 p.m. in the Music Room for 

a rehearsal of our upcoming 11:00 service anthems and a brief  

devotional.  Please contact Joyce Mentzer for more information. 

Musicians in Missions Project 
Bethel’s “J” Crew and YM² will be taking on a different service project 

each month.  Their January service project was taking down all of the 

Christmas decorations in our church - a laborious task!  February brings 

a different project, however:  a DVD drive!  Choir members will create 

“Redbox” donation boxes and place them in their schools, as well as in 

Bethel’s Fellowship Hall and Sanctuary, in order to collect used or new 

DVD’s (no VHS tapes, please) which will be donated to Kidflicks, an or-

ganization that creates and distrib-

utes video lending libraries to chil-

dren’s hospitals and pediatric 

wards throughout the United 

States.  DVD donations will help 

patients take their minds off of 

their troubles and give them a 

sense of normalcy.  Since the video 

libraries are intended for children 

ages 2-18, all G, PG, and PG-13 

DVDs are accepted.  Cash donations 

will also be accepted to defer ship-

ping costs.  So clean out those clos-

ets and place your DVD’s in the red 

donation boxes.  We’ll be collecting 

through February.  Help us make a 

child’s hospital stay just a bit 

brighter!  Thank you in advance for 

your support.   
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Bethel United Methodist Church 
129 West Fourth Street Lewes, Delaware 19958-1333 

Church Office Telephone: (302) 645-9426 Fax: (302) 645-0976 
email office@bethellewes.org web page: www.bethellewes.org 

 

Bethel Christian School: (302) 645-5132 
 

Church Telephone Directory: 
 

Rev. Earle Baker  Pastor Ext. 102 
Ray Davis  Youth & Family Ministry Director Ext. 103 
Joyce K. Mentzer  Music Director Ext. 105 
Cindi Cleaver  Treasurer Ext. 104 
Donna L.A. Dickey  Administrative Assistant Ext. 100 
Kathy Pepper  Bethel Christian School Super. 645-5132 
Keri Faircloth & Laura Knutsen Sunday School Super. Team Ext. 113 
Laura Petranto Financial Secretary Ext. 104 
Suzy Kremer PR Coordinator 542-3854 
Tamara Taylor Nursery Attendant 
 

Emergency Telephone Numbers: 
 

Donna L.A. Dickey  Home  (302) 947-0850 
  Cell  (302) 858-1031 
 

Sunday Worship Schedule: 
 

  8:00 AM  Traditional Service Sanctuary 
  9:15 AM Contemporary Service Fellowship Hall 
11:00 AM Traditional Service Sanctuary 
 

Prayer & Healing Service: First Thursday ea. Mo. at 7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 
 

Sunday School: 
 

  9:15 AM In various classrooms year round 
 

Monthly Newsletter Information: 
 

Deadline The third Friday of every month; except January  
Editor Donna L. A. Dickey 
Assemblers  Office Angels 
E-Mailer Todd Mentzer 
 

Web Page: Todd and Joyce Mentzer, Publishers 
 

Bulletin Deadline Information: Every Thursday by 12 noon 
 

Prayer List Deadline Every Thursday by 12 noon 
 

Office hours:  * 
 

*from Tuesday after Labor Day to Friday before Memorial Day 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 

from Tuesday after Memorial Day to Friday before Labor Day 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
 

Other Important Email Addresses 
Pastor Earle—pastorbaker@bethellewes.org  Ray Davis—ray@bethellewes.org 
Joyce Mentzer—tamjam913@gmail.com   Cindi Cleaver—cindi@bethellewes.org 
Donna Dickey—office@bethellewes.org  
 

mailto:office@bethellewes.org


Community   

Health 

FAIR 
Monday, February 24, 2014 

 

10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
 

First State Community Action Agency 
308 N. Railroad Avenue, Georgetown, DE 19947 

 

For more information, please call 302-856-7761 ext. 171 

 
 Glucose / Blood Pressure Screenings & more! 

 Representatives from health & wellness organizations 

 to provide information and answer your questions. 

 Light Refreshments and Prizes! 
 

 

All Are Welcome! 
Representatives include: 

Beebe Healthcare ~ Tunnell Cancer Center ~ LaRed ~ Delaware Breast Cancer Coalition ~  

Delaware Prostrate Cancer Coalition ~ Delaware Quilt Line ~ Community Legal Aid Society, 

Inc. ~ United Way of Delaware ~ Delaware 2-1-1 ~ Delaware Health ~ Division of Public 

Health, Office of Preparedness ~ DHSS-Division of Substance Abuse and Mental Health  

Services ~ CHEER ~ Alzheimer’s Association 

 

Page 18 



Highlights from Bethel Christian School for the Month of January 

Two Year Olds 
 

It’s a New Year!  We celebrated by 

making dot paint noisemaker shakers 

with colorful streamers.  We marched 

& danced with our noisemakers too!  

We read books about noises.  We continue the 

month’s discussion w/snow, mittens & snowmen.  

We’ll decorate paper dolls with coats & learn to put 

on our own coats too!  We’ll read lots of books  

about snow & where the animals outside go when it’s 

cold. 

Three Year Olds 
 

In the three year old class we are very 

busy learning about hibernation (and 

practicing, too).  We are continuing to 

practice spelling names, counting and we are 

beginning to learn the alphabet.  Toward the 

end of the month we will talk about snow  - how 

it is made and fun snow activities. 

Kindergarten 
 

We are beginning our unit on China.  We are learn-

ing about the history of China and their amazing  

inventions such as the water clock, Seismograph,  

paper, fireworks, silk, porcelain and block printing. 

Bible Class 
 

In Bible class the children learned about  

Jesus’ life as a child.  They acted out a day 

in Jesus’ life and learned that he was just 

like them except he never sinned.  They 

heard the stories of Jesus getting lost in the 

temple at age 12, his baptism and how he 

got his first disciples, Peter, Andrew, James 

and John.  We talked about how we can 

“catch” people with love as Jesus did.  The 

children put this into action by making 

cookies, cards and crosses for newly  

released prisoners.  We also began learning 

about Jesus’ miracles.  The children 

learned the story of blind Bartimaeus. 
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Four Year Olds 
 

We started the new year by talking about healthy 

foods and good nutrition.  We will also study the 

Five Senses this month and learn about an important 

leader in American history, Dr. Mr. Luther King.  We 

continue to practice our phonics with letter  

recognition paired with sounds.  We 

are starting to write words by put-

ting beginning/middle/ending 

sounds together. 

Enrichment 
 

In January the children studied Greece and the 

history of the Olympics.  They also learned 

about the different groups of instruments .  We 

had many guests come to play various instru-

ments and we ended the month with a trip to B 

& B Music.  We cooked lots of Greek food,  

practiced various Olympic events and ended the 

month with our own Olympics. 



In a large congregation 

like Bethel, many  

people help to make 

things run smoothly.  We 

wish to thank these  

people for their recent 

service to Christ and Church. 
 

1. Did you know that in the Fall session of  

 Financial Peace University, people in the 

class retired over $22,000 in debt, and 

were able to save $14,000?  The class will 

be offered again beginning in March. 

2. Did you know that the old shed adjacent to 

Bethel’s playground, was emptied,  

 disassembled and taken away by Jim 

Vandegrift? 

3. Did you know that the Giving Tree at 

Christmas allowed us to care for 121  

 children in 61 families?  On average, each 

child received 7 gifts valued at $90.  All 

together, $11,000 of Christmas gifts were 

given to children in our community by the 

Bethel Family.  Many thanks to Barb  

 Shelton who supplied this information, as 

well spearheads the Giving Tree. 

3. Did you know that Joan Stevenson assists  

 Joyce Mentzer as the Choir Librarian? 

5. Did you know that four year old students 

from Bethel Christian School visit and sing 

each month at one of the Jusst Sooup  

 Ministry luncheons? 

6. Did you know that Hannah Faircloth is a 

member of the Conference Youth Council 

that planned the Conference Youth Rally, 

and Hannah spoke to that gathering of 

4,000 people on Sunday, January 12th? 

7. Did you know that the Band of Brothers  

 recently built an accessibility ramp for a  

 member of Bethel? 

8. Did you know when registration for a work-

shop on Domestic Violence at Beebe 

Healthcare outgrew their meeting room 

space, they were able to have the event in  

 Bethel’s Fellowship Hall? 

Bethel Q & A: 
 

uestion: This year, 2014, marks the  

Anniversary of two important events for  

Methodists in Lewes.  What are they? 

 

nswer: 1.  275 years ago, in 1739, 

George Whitefield put ashore in Lewes 

on his way to Philadelphia.  He was  

already a celebrated preacher and  

evangelist both in England and  

America.  At Oxford University he had 

belonged to the Holy Club with John Wes-

ley and his brother Charles.  On  

 October 31, 1739, he delivered a sermon 

from the pulpit of St. Peter’s Episcopal 

Church to a gathering of people from  

 varying denominations.  In his journal he 

wrote, “The congregation was larger than 

might be expected in so small a place, and 

at so short a notice.”  The influence of 

Whitfield’s sermon and subsequent  

 preaching in Lewes led to the formation of 

the First Methodist Society in America. 

 2.  235 years ago this year, in 1779, the 

Methodist Society that is now  Bethel  

 United Methodist Church organized after 

the preaching of Freeborn Garrettson in 

Lewes.  One way we can celebrate 

Bethel’s 235th Birthday is to support the 

Building Committee’s efforts to ensure 

that our beloved Church remains strong in 

the 21st Century. 
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Bethel Band Of Brothers 
 

The Band of Brothers is a group of men that perform maintenance and minor 

repair projects for those in the church community that need assistance.  The 

group meets the first Saturday of the month at 8:00 a.m. at Bob Evans for 

breakfast and a short devotion.  Upon completion of breakfast we perform 

whatever “jobs” we have. 

 

If you have a need contact the church office as it is the collection center for requests.  If you 

would like assistance leave your name, your preferred method of contact and what  

assistance is needed.  Someone from the BBB will be in contact with you. 

 

Anyone interested in being a part of this group is welcome.  Special talents not required but you 

should have a desire to help others.   

 
Bethel United Methodist Church has been a Stephen Ministry church for several years and  

Christian laypeople are always available to be of assistance to anyone in our church or the 

greater Lewes community.  Stephen Ministry is the one-to-one lay caring providing care to one 

person at a time, meeting with that person once a week for about an hour.  Stephen Ministers 

gather a couple times a month for supervision and continuing education. 
 

What Is a Stephen Minister? 

Stephen Ministers are laypeople—Christian men and women—trained to provide one-to-one care 

to people experiencing a difficult time in life, such as grief, divorce, job loss, chronic or  

terminal illness, relocation, or separation due to military deployment. 
 

The Blessings of Serving as a Stephen Minister 

Please consider using your gifts of compassion and caring to serve as a Stephen Minister.  For 

more information about opportunities for service, please talk with Pastor Baker or mention your 

interest to our Stephen Leader at Bethel, Fred Bunch, at (302) 645-4546. 

 Stephen Ministry at Bethel           

 
New Members 

 
Members will be received at all services on Sunday, February 9th.  Three types of membership 
are available at Bethel:  Full Membership, Associate Membership (allows you to maintain your 
membership in another United Methodist Church) and Affiliate Membership (allows you to retain 
membership in a church of another denomination).   
 
If you would like to know more about membership at Bethel, please contact Pastor Baker at  
645-9426 or pastorbaker@bethellewes.org  
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Financial Q & A   

 
Question:   What happens to money that is placed in the offering plate each Sunday? 

 

Answer:     It is collected and put into the safe.  Each Monday we have counters go 

through it, count it, and verify amounts in preparation for the bank deposit.  It is  

important that any “other income” has a note describing what the money is  

specifically for. 

 

Question:  Who can I give my money to during the week? 

 

Answer:     All money during the week should be turned into the church office.  The  

Administrative Assistant, Donna Dickey, will assist in filling out an income voucher so 

proper credit can be given to the intended purpose/mission/program.  NO MONEY is to 

be given to anyone else. 

 

Question:  Who prepares the quarterly statements and year-end giving statements? 

 

Answer:    Our Financial Secretary, Laura Petranto, is responsible for posting deposits each 

Monday and crediting each parishioner’s giving account accordingly, e-giving is posted 

monthly by deposit date.  She prepares the quarterly statements with a financial report 

provided by the Treasurer, Cindi Cleaver. 

 

Question:  What if I have an address or name change? 

 

Answer:    Any changes to your account should be turned into the church office.  Donna 

will make the updates so the giving statements are prepared accurately. 

 

 

As always, if you have any financial questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to  

contact Cindi Cleaver or anyone on the Financial Committee. 

  



Missions Minutes 

A Potpourri of Mission News and Opportunity 

written by Elizabeth Fields, Missions Chair 
January 16, 2014 
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**The Missions' Team wishes all of you a prosperous and blessed New Year.  2013 was certainly a 
prosperous year for the generous giving you shared for Mission projects close to home and around 
the world.  Here is a brief summary of our Love Offerings from last year: 
Jan., 2013~ Nothing but Nets ~ $600.36,  Feb., 2013~Camp Pecometh Adult Retreat Center ~ 
$812.00,   March, 2013 ~Muscular Dystrophy "Aly's Cats" ~$877.00,  April 2013~ West Side New  
Beginnings~$649.07,   May 2013~Nanticoke Indians~$608.42,  June 2013~UMCOR (Oklahoma  
Disaster Relief) ~ $2,700.00,   July 2013~Meals on Wheels~$622.00,   Aug. 2013~Sussex Hospice ~ 
$703.00,   Sept. 2013~Camp Pecometh for Children's Campership~ $726.55,   Oct. 2013~UMC World 
Communion Sunday~$516.00,   Nov. 2013~United Methodist Student Day for Scholarships within 
our conference ~ $542.00, Dec. 2013~Sussex County Homeless Children's Fund~ $814.50.   In  
addition the Love Offering for the month of January, 2014 was for The Board of Child Care 
~ $348.00.  This important Board oversees the homes for orphaned children.  The largest such 
"home" is located in Baltimore, Md.  I apologize for that not being more advertised to you.   Please 
know that each of these Love Offerings are reviewed by your Missions' Team in a most discerning 
and thoughtful manner.  We are most appreciative to you for your support to these organizations 
and all they do to improve conditions for other human beings.   
 

*Some of you are aware by now that the Missions' Team is hosting its 3rd Sew-a-thon on Saturday, 
February 22, 2014 in the Parsonage Meeting House.  Please note the change in location from the 
Fellowship Hall to the Meeting House.  We'll begin sewing at 9:30 a.m.- until 4:00 p.m. so, please 
come and join us for however long you can.  We'll be working on the shorts for boys and also cloth 
bags for school supplies.  These bags will be taken up to UMCOR and then filled by volunteers with 
school supplies for children in areas of relief. 
This time, we'll be offering a nice selection of soups for your pleasure so don't bother packing a 
lunch.  It will be yet another opportunity to share your talents of sewing, cutting, ironing and  
fellowship with other wonderful ladies of our church.  Thanks to Pam Monti of the Missions' Team 
for spearheading this event!! 
 

*Speaking of UMCOR did you know that there is a UMCOR Depot right up the road from us?  It's 
true!  This Depot is located at Christiana and we've been invited to go up and join other groups in 
packing kits for areas affected by disasters.  We're hoping to go up as a Team in April and it would 
be even nicer to have your company as well.  We would carpool up and back.  The times for  
volunteering are from 10:a.m. until 1:00 p.m..  If you'd like to join us for this event, please give 
me (Elizabeth 644-9337) a call.  We want to take our helping hands on the "road" and be apart of 
the packing process for UMCOR.   A specific April date will soon be set.  Come along, it will be a 
grand time for fellowship! 
 

*Our next 2 Love Offerings are as follows: February will be for "Aly's Cats" for Muscular Dystrophy. 
Our very own Aly Fisher has this particular disease and will be participating in a "Walk-a-thon" in 
Pennsylvania to benefit research and healing opportunities for those who are afflicted. This year, 
Aly is hoping to collect $10,000.00!!  Let's get behind Aly and give it our all.  
 

The Love Offering for March will go to the United Methodist Church; "One Great Hour of Sharing" . 
Gifts to this Churchwide special lay the foundation of all U.M. committees on Relief work and  
specifically UMCOR. 
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