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Why
Ad o p t a Mi s s i o n a r y ?
Much of the effectiveness of adopting a
missionary truly depends on you taking
the time to get to know the family or
individual you are adopting. 

Taking the time to understand the 
missionaries that we adopt and are partnering 
with is paramount. First, we need to 
remember that missionaries are human 
beings just like each of us; they aren't "super" 
Christians. 

Missionaries struggle as we do with weak 
faith, limitations of the body, loneliness, and 
other longings of the heart. Often their family 
is far away and communication with friends 
and family is infrequent. The missionary life is 
often difficult. Our missionaries need to vitally  
experience God's nearness and His grace. 
This is not something that happens 
automatically when someone becomes a 
missionary any more than it happens 
automatically in your life. 

We need to expect that our
missionaries will have struggles in their
lives and regularly respond with 
understanding and encouragement.

Pray
Prayer is the single most important 
element in any missionary's work. 
Missions is more than missionaries
serving God. Missions is God
at work! If God isn't at the heart of the 
work, then nothing eternal is
accomplished. 

Prayer is therefore the life blood of 
missions. By praying for our 
missionaries, their work, and
the people they are serving, as well 
as their personal needs and 
struggles, we recognize that God is at 
the center of the work. Missionaries 
covet your prayers more than 
anything else you can do for them.

Enc o u r age a n dC o m m u n i c a t e
We wouldn’t speak to our close friends every
year or two, or wait to hear an update from
the pulpit on how they were doing. For the same 
reason, we need to personally communicate and
encourage our adopted missionaries. 1Thess. 
5:11 exhorts us to “Encourage one another and 
build each other up.” 

Our missionaries often feel completely 
disconnected from the life, churches, people, and 
the community they left. A lot can change at home 
while missionaries are on the field so 
communicating with them reduces the feeling of 
being homesick or being left out. 

Personal communication helps the missionary feel
This can be done by e-mail, letters, or even the 
telephone. We encourage you to maintain regular 
contact with your adopted missionary.

I ’ d L i k e t o Ad o p t !
✓Pray about the Missionary God would 
have you adopt!
✓Contact pastor Ryan to get your 
packet
✓ Read through the recommendations 
in the packet, prayerfully commit to 
adopting the family
✓Start getting to know your missionary!

Phone: 692-2858
Email: pastorryan@brookings.net

He said to them,"Go into all theworld andpreach the
good news toall creation.Mark 16:15
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