
 

 

Questions and Answers Regarding Bethany’s 

Relationship with the PC(USA) 
 

Background/History 

 

1. Q. The motivation behind recent statements and decisions by 

Session seems to be linked with changes in the ordination 

standards (Amendment 10-A). What has changed and why is it 

important?  

A. Formerly pastors, elders, and deacons were required by our 

constitution to "lead a life in obedience to Scripture and in 

conformity to ... historic confessional standards". Now officers 

are called merely to be "guided by" these same standards. Language 

calling officers to repent of self-acknowledged sin has also been 

removed; and specifically with regard to sexual morality, officers 

are no longer called to either faithfulness within the covenant of 

marriage between a man and a woman, or chastity in singleness. 

 

2. Q. So, is this just about homosexuality? 

A. No. While this change does indeed allow for the ordination of 

sexually active gay and lesbian people, and this seems to have 

garnered the most attention, it does this by eliminating all 

biblical sexual standards as requirements for pastors, elders, and 

deacons. So adultery and sex outside of marriage are also now 

acceptable. Amendment 10-A is primarily about not obeying Christ 

and the Scriptures, not solely the ordination standards. 

 

3. Q. What is at the heart of the issue with the PC(USA)? 

A. The heart of the issue is the persistent evidence that the PC(USA) 

continues to ignore the Authority of Scripture and the Lordship of 

Christ, or at best, subjugates them to the sensibilities of the 

current culture. This is the latest symptom in a century long 

drift of moving away from the Scriptures as our authority and 

obedience to Christ as Lord. 

 

4. Q. Do the new standards really reflect the thinking of many 

people within the PC(USA)? 

A. Yes. The change was made not only by the General Assembly (the 

national governing body), but was approved by a majority of the 

173 Presbyteries, which are the regional governing bodies 

throughout the nation. Presbyteries consist of pastors and elders 

from each local congregation. Only those who are elected to be commissioners 

(clergy and elders) from Presbyteries, Synods, and General Assembly councils and 
agencies within the PCUSA denomination can vote at a General Assembly.  

 

5. Q. How many churches and members have left the PC(USA)? What % of 

the total is this? 

A. Since 1967, membership in the PCUSA has declined nearly 50%, from 

4.5 to 2.3 million members. During this time period, more 



 

 

conservative denominations have seen an increase. While it is 

still too soon to determine the full effect of the implementation 

of 10-A (July, 2011), many churches have already disaffiliated, 

and hundreds more are in the process of examining this option. The 

exact numbers are hard to pin down since this is a very fluid 

situation. While a dismissal policy has only been in effect since 

November 15, 2011 for Shenango Presbytery, there have been 3 

churches that have been dismissed and 17 others that are in the 

process of requesting dismissal from the PCUSA.  

 

6. Q. Will Shenango Presbytery disaffiliate as a group? 

A. No, not at this time, although Shenango Presbytery did vote 

against the adoption of 

 Amendment 10-A. 

 

7. Q. What does the passage of this amendment mean for mission 

personnel and global relationships?  

A. “The answer to this question will vary by culture and region, but 

the simple fact is that the validation of same-gender attraction 

is a liberal, white, privileged, Eurocentric concern. The vast 

majority of Jesus’ followers around the globe are dismayed that 

the PC(USA) has now joined a handful of other denominations in 

under-mining biblical authority in matters of human sexuality. For 

many people serving on the mission field, this action will make 

life more difficult at best.” (From the Presbyterians for Renewal 

website) Dr. Ken Bailey said regarding the 385 million Christians 

in Africa, “African Christians, often at a high personal price, 

have set aside polygamy. They rigorously opposed their own culture 

in loyalty to the witness of the New Testament and historic 

Christian standards of sexual practice. How can we now face them?” 

He goes on to say, “But as regards the larger world beyond our 

borders, our world mission efforts and relationships have suffered 

a staggering, self inflicted blow.” Finally, since its passage, 

Mexico’s Presbyterian Church has ended its 139 year relationship 

by severing its ties to the PC(USA), as has Ghana and Brazil. Many 

other countries are likely to follow. 

Actions by Bethany Presbyterian Church 

 

8. Q. What has Bethany done in the past? 

A. Over the years Bethany has employed several strategies: 
 

1. In 1993 Bethany joined with other churches in our Presbytery in 

signing The Shenango Covenant, a response to the Re-Imagining 

Conference in Minneapolis to which PCUSA staff and funds were 

donated. This conference, among other things, encouraged ‘goddess 

worship’ and the rejection of the atonement of Jesus Christ.  

 

2. In 2001 Bethany became part of a national movement within the 

PC(USA) called the Confessing Church Movement, which was a 



 

 

response to a denominational leader’s speech entitled, “What’s the 

big deal about Jesus?”. In this speech, the speaker expounded a 

universalist view of salvation. To combat this, the Confessing 

Church Movement made three simple, biblically orthodox 

affirmations that: 

  

 a. Jesus the Christ is the unique Savior; 

 b. Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are fully reliable as 

God's word and thus to be obeyed by Jesus' followers; and 

 c. Regarding sexual morality, obedience means faithfulness within 

the covenant of marriage between a man and a woman or chastity 

in singleness. 

 Only about 10% of the PC(USA) sessions chose to sign a document 

making these 

 three basic biblical affirmations. We have not wavered in our 

desire to see our denomination redirect its current course back to 

its biblical and historical roots. However, none of these attempts 

have resulted in a reversal of its current path. 

 

3. We have not given per capita to the PC(USA) since 2011. 

9. Q. Why don’t we just ignore General Assembly and continue to do 

our own thing? 

A. This has been our stance in the past, as we have stood by and 

watched the denomination further erode biblical authority. We have 

pretended that since we didn’t agree with the denomination on many 

crucial issues, we really weren’t part of these decisions, even 

though we knew we were part of the body making them. At some 

point, we need to realize that being silent, simply confirms 

agreement. The Session believes that they can no longer do this. 

 

10. Q. Why can’t we just fix the problems in the PC(USA)?  

A. This has been tried for nearly a century by numerous reforming 

groups. Focusing on this issue distracts us from fulfilling the 

Great Commission given to us by Christ Jesus. We believe that the 

full energy of Bethany should be directed to faithfully following 

Christ and advancing His Kingdom and not fighting denominational 

battles over the essential tenets of the faith. We are called to 

evangelize, spread the good news of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, as 

mandated in Matthew 28. “Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All 

authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore 

go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 

them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with 

you always, to the very end of the age.’” (Mt. 28:18-20) 

 

11. Q. What specifically is Bethany doing now regarding PCUSA 

denominational 

 issues? 

A. To keep our congregation informed: 



 

 

 

1. Elder Steve Amsler described our current status to the 

congregation in November of 2011 and on March11, 2012.  

 

2. In May of 2012 Session met in retreat and after deep discussion 
and prayer voted to pursue dismissal proceedings. We then informed 

the Presbytery of Shenango of our intent, they accepted our letter 

of intent and assigned a dismissal team, according to their 

“Gracious Dismissal Policy.”  

 

3. Then on June 7th Session sent out a letter describing “What We 

Believe” to all members. In that letter it stated: “Bethany and 

the other churches within the Confessing Church Movement are known 

as conservative because we don’t believe the meaning of scripture 

has changed since it was inspired by God through the writers 

thousands of years ago. Other churches within our denomination 

have vastly differing beliefs of how scripture should be 

interpreted. Many of these churches would say that the meaning of 

scripture changes over time and changes within society. These 

churches would be known as liberal or progressive.” “Formerly 

pastors, elders and deacons were required by our constitution to 

lead a life in obedience to scripture and in conformity to 

historic confessional standards. Now officers are called merely to 

be guided by these same standards. Language calling officers to 

repent of self acknowledged sin has also been removed; and 

specifically with regard to sexual morality, officers are no 

longer called to either faithfulness within the covenant of 

marriage between a man and a woman or chastity in singleness.” 

(See attached Bethany Mission Statement)  
 

4. Additionally we have had multiple discussions and presentations on denominational 
issues during the Sunday School hour in the Social Room from May through Sept.  

 
5. On Thursday August 23rd Session met with the dismissal team to discuss next steps and 

we set a date for the first congregational vote to withdraw from PCUSA on Sept. 30th. 
  

6. This is only the first of roughly a dozen steps in the withdrawal process. In order to 
complete the process in a timely manner, we need to get the ball rolling. This action by no 

means is a guarantee that Session has made a decision to change our denominational 
affiliation at this point, and you can be assured that Bethany 

cannot disaffiliate without two separate congregational votes. The 

congregational votes are final and cannot be overridden by the 

Session.  
 

12. Q. What are our options for the future? 

A. Do nothing or change our denominational affiliation.  

If we do change our denominational affiliation, there are numerous 

options, including joining another Presbyterian denomination, 

helping to form a new denomination, or becoming an independent 



 

 

church. Of all of these options, the two most likely are joining a 

newly formed denomination called the Evangelical Covenant Order of 

Presbyterians (ECO) or joining the Evangelical Presbyterian Church 

(EPC), a denomination that has doctrinal positions which are very 

similar to those of Bethany. 

 

13. Q. Have we searched out all possible alternative paths?  

A. The session has investigated numerous options including: doing 

nothing; becoming an independent church; or separating from the 

PC(USA) and changing our affiliation to another Reformed 

denomination such as the Evangelical Presbyterian Church (EPC) or 

the Evangelical Covenant Order of Presbyterians (ECO) This 

decision will not be made until after the initial vote on Sept. 

30th. 

 

14. Q. Are we going to disaffiliate from the PC(USA)? 

A. The congregational vote September 30
th
 will decide this issue. If 

you have any opinions regarding this matter please make them known 

to an elder or the pastor. However, a final decision to change our 

affiliation is dependent on the outcome of the congregational 

vote. 

 

15. Q. Will we lose our building and property if we change our 

affiliation? 

A. No. Our Shenango Presbytery has passed a gracious dismissal policy for churches 

desiring to change affiliation to another Reformed body. This policy will permit churches to 
keep their property and assets, and not require them to pay a large fee. 

 
16. Q. What will happen to Pastor Rick if we leave the PCUSA? 
A. He can stay until we find a new pastor, even if we leave the denomination and join a 

another one. 
 
17. Q. If the EPC (Evangelical Presbyterian Church) uses the Westminster Confession, 

as their only Confession, how do they regard the others in the Book of 
Confessions? 

A. They only have the Westminster Confession of Faith in their constitution. The other creeds 
and confessions they recognize but they do not have the same authority as does the 
Westminster Confession of Faith.  

 
18. Q. Is there any guarantee that the EPC or ECO will not go down the same road as 

PCUSA at some future date? 
A. No, there is no guarantee, but both denominations are very thorough in screening the 

churches and pastors that they allow to join their denominations; and the vote to change 
major policies within their government is a 2/3 majority or higher which make significant 
change unlikely. 

 
19. Q. Is there any conflict within the EPC in regard to the ordination of  women? 
A. Not at the present time.  
 



 

 

20. Q. Is our present Form Of Government (F.O.G. = Book of Order) in conflict with the 
(B.O.C.) Book of Confessions? 

A. The present F.O.G. is not in direct conflict with the B.O.C. However it has been revised to 
allow Presbyteries and churches to make their own interpretations regarding many issues 
that were previously regulated in some way. ex: removing the ordination standards (10a) 

 
21. Q. If we change our denominational affiliation, will we still be able to use Camp 

Lambec and Westminster Highlands Camps? 
A. Yes, we and other denominations pay a fee to use the camps in the summer and it seems  

that they are willing to allow most groups access even if they are not PCUSA.  
 
22. Q. How would the missionaries we support be affected if we change or 
  denominational affiliation?  
A.  We believe we will still be able to support any missionary or mission agency we choose 
 regardless of our denominational affiliation. 
 
23. Q. Will an absentee vote be allowed when the congregational vote is taken on Sept. 

30th ? 
 A.  No, that is why it is important for you to be present. Only members on the active roll and 

in attendance may vote on this issue. It will be a vote by private ballot. 
 Active Member = a person who has made a profession of faith in Jesus Christ, has been 
 baptized, and has been received into the membership of the church by the Session. 

 F.O.G.  G-1.0402 

 
24. Q. What is Bethany Presbyterian Church’s Mission Statement? 
 Next page............. 
              

Mark your Calendar 

Sunday September 30, 2012 

9:00 a.m. (Sunday School Hour) Final Discussion and Questions before Vote 

10:15 a.m. Worship 

Immediately following worship - Congregational Meeting to vote on 

Dismissal from PCUSA (see Q&A # 11)  

Bethany Presbyterian Church 

Mission Statement of Faith 

 
“What We Believe” 

 

As Believers in Jesus Christ, we are called by God into a community of faith where it is our purpose 

 to:  Exalt the Lord Jesus 

Encourage one another 

Equip our membership for service 

Evangelize to the world 

 

We seek to be a transformational body of believers who submit to the following:  

 



 

 

 "Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world but be transformed by the renewing of 

your mind.  Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is - his good, pleasing and 

perfect will."  Romans 12:2  

 

 We receive and adopt the essential tenets of the Reformed faith as expressed in the Confessions of 

our church as authentic and reliable expositions of what Scripture leads us to believe and do. 

 

 We are dedicated to the sanctity of life and the preservation of the family, the preaching of the 

Word and the calling of all men and women to the Gospel. 

 

 We are a Confessing Church. As such, in August 2001 we adopted and now confess the following  

 resolution:  

 

$ That Jesus Christ alone is Lord of all and the only way to salvation.  

 

$ That Holy Scripture is the Triune God's revealed Word, the Church's only infallible rule of faith  

 and life. 

 

$ God's people are called to holiness in all aspects of life.  This includes honoring the sanctity of  

 marriage between a man and a woman, the only relationship within which sexual activity is 

appropriate. 

 

 We therefore announce our commitment as a Confessing Church and we encourage all 

Presbyterians who share these historic Christian convictions to: 

  

 Renew their individual commitments to the above confessions.  Urge their Session and Presbytery 

 to affirm these confessions and to declare that they will not ordain, install or employ in any 

ministry position any person who will not affirm them. Engage in fervent prayer for our 

Presbyterian Church USA and its leaders. 


