
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

TEACHING THE UNCHANGING TRUTH OF GOD’S SALVATION TO ALL PEOPLE 
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Pastor Alan W. Gumm Meeting Times 
Church Office:   239-995-0988 Sunday Worship             8:30 AM 
Pastor’s Cell Phone:   1-630-947-4317 Bible Study             9:45 AM 
Pastor’s Email:     revagumm@hotmail.com  
Church Website:   www.bethanynfm.com  
Church Email:   lutheranbethany@gmail.com  
Church Address:   264 Evergreen Road  

   North Fort Myers, FL 33903 
 
 
 
 

Welcome! If you are visiting with us, please take a moment to sign the “guest register” in                 

the back of the sanctuary so that we might better get to know and serve you.  
 

● Restrooms are located in the Fellowship Hall and a baby changing station is located in               
the Women’s bathroom in the Preschool wing.  

● Cry-room.  If you have a need for a cry-room, you may use the entryway couch area.  

 

PRELUDE:   “Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Sky”   Charles Callahan  (1992)   

                                             (Tune:  Ratisbon, Choral-Buch, 1815) 

   

OPENING HYMN:  #712 – “Jesus, Take Us to the Mountain” 
 

P:  O Lord, open my lips. 
C:  (sung) And my mouth shall declare your praise. 
 
P:  Hasten to save me, O God. 
C:  (sung) O Lord, come quickly to help me. 
 
  
P:  The glory of Christ is revealed:  let us worship him. 
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OH, COME, LET US SING TO THE LORD 

Oh, come, let us sing to the Lord,  let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. 

Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving,  let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of 

praise. 

For the Lord is a great God and a great king above all gods. 

The deep places of the earth are in his hand;  the heights of the hills are also his. 

The sea is his, for he made it,  and his hand formed the dry land. 

Oh, come, let us worship and bow down,  let us kneel before the Lord our maker. 

For he is our God,  and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. 

 

FIRST LESSON                Exodus 24:12, 15-18 

12 The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain.  Wait there, and I will give you the 

stone tablets with the law and the commands that I have written, so that you can teach them.” 

15 Moses went up onto the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain.  16 The Glory of 

the LORD settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered the mountain for six days.  On the 

seventh day the LORD called to Moses out of the middle of the cloud.  17 The appearance of the 

Glory of the LORD looked like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the 

people of Israel.  18 Moses entered into the middle of the cloud and climbed up the mountain. 

Moses was on the mountain forty days and forty nights. (EHV) 

PSALM 148 on page 121 in the front of your hymnal 

  

SECOND LESSON    II Peter 1:16-21 
16 To be sure, we were not following cunningly devised fables when we made known to you the 

powerful appearance of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.  17 For 

he received honor and glory from God the Father, when the voice came to him from within the 

Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”  18 We heard 

this voice, which came out of heaven when we were with him on the holy mountain. 

3 
 



19 We also have the completely reliable prophetic word.  You do well to pay attention to it, as to 

a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the Morning Star rises in your 

hearts, 20 since we know this above all else: No prophecy of Scripture comes about from 

someone’s own interpretation.  21 In fact, no prophecy ever came by the will of man, but men 

spoke from God as they were being carried along by the Holy Spirit. (EHV) 

 

Choir Anthem:   “Swiftly Pass the Clouds of Glory”   Amanda Husberg   (b. 1940)
(Tune:  Love’s Light) 

 

GOSPEL LESSON                      MATTHEW 17:1-9  

Six days later Jesus took with him Peter, James, and John the brother of James; and he led them 

up onto a high mountain by themselves. 2 There he was transfigured in front of them.  His face 

was shining like the sun.  His clothing became as white as the light.  3 Just then, Moses and Elijah 

appeared to them, talking with Jesus. 

4 Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here.  If you want, I will make three shelters 

here: one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 

5 While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them.  Just then, a voice 

came out of the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.  Listen 

to him.” 

6 When the disciples heard this, they fell face down and were terrified. 7 Jesus approached and as 

he touched them, he said, “Get up, and do not be afraid.”  8 When they opened their eyes, they 

saw no one except Jesus alone.  9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded 

them, “Do not tell anyone what you have seen until the Son of Man has been raised from the 

dead.” (EHV) 

 

SEASONAL RESPONSE: 
C:  We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full 
of grace and truth. 
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HYMN: #95 – “How Good, Lord, to Be Here”  

SERMON TEXT: II PETER 1:16-18 

SERMON THEME:   “An Eyewitness Report”  

C:  (Sung) Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me                 
not away from Your presence, and take not Your Holy Spirit from me. Restore              
unto me the joy of Your salvation, and uphold me with Your free Spirit.  Amen.  

OFFERING  

OFFERTOIRE:     “Recitative”     Kevin Norris     (1939 – 1991)  

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   

LORD, HAVE MERCY 

P:  In the morning, O Lord, I call to you:  be merciful to me and hear my prayer. 

C:  (sung) Lord, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.  

 LORD’S PRAYER  

         Our Father, who art in heaven, 
             hallowed be thy name, 
             thy kingdom come, 
             thy will be done 
                 on earth as it is in heaven. 
         Give us this day our daily bread; 
         and forgive us our trespasses, 
             as we forgive those 
             who trespass against us; 
         and lead us not into temptation, 
         but deliver us from evil. 
         For thine is the kingdom 
         and the power and the glory 
         forever and ever.  Amen. 
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PRAYER FOR GRACE  
   
P:  O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us safely to this 

new day.  Defend us with your mighty power, and grant that this day we neither fall into sin nor 

run into any kind of danger; and in all we do, direct us to what is right in your sight, through 

Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.  

C:  Amen.  

 

P:  Let us praise the Lord. 

C:  (sung) Thanks be to God.  

 

THE BLESSING 

P: The grace of our Lord † Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  

C:  (sung) Amen.   

CLOSING HYMN: #97 – “Down from the Mount of Glory”  

POSTLUDE:     “Praise Ascending”     David Paxton    (2000) 

 

 

WELS Connection for January 2020  Tap to view 
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Announcements:  
 
The flowers on the Altar this morning are given to the Glory of God by Marge Dettmann in 
celebration of her husband Richard’s birthday! 
  
WORSHIP ATTENDANCE FOR LAST SUNDAY: 54 COMMUNED:  52 
 
 
PRAYERS FOR OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS  
Chronic pain or illness – Carroll and Evelyn Lother, Carolynn Perkins; Lois Montesano; Tammie 
Mueller; David Schield; Manny Vega (brother-in-law of Allan Champlain); John Saylor; Rose 
Marie Lenz; Allan Champlain; Laura Reilly; Nancy Morgan-Keiser; Colleen Udakin; Ray Renner; 
Marian Schadler;  Linda Johnson; JoAnn Miller; and Pastor LeRoy Martin  
 
 
If you are planning to attend our 50th Anniversary Dinner, please see the sign-up sheet located 
on the table in the rear of the church.  We need to be able to let the caterers know how many 
people to plan on! 
  
 

THIS WEEK:  FEBRUARY 23RD
 – MARCH 1, 2020  

 
Sunday:                                         8:30 am – Worship Service  

            9:30 am - Fellowship 
                           9:45 am – Bible Class  

Wednesday: 10:30 am – Bible Class 
12:00 pm – Soup & Sandwich Lunch 
1:00 pm – Ash Wednesday Worship Service 

 
Saturday:                                     10:00 am – Choir Rehearsal  

 
Sunday:                                           8:30 am – Worship Service with Holy Communion 

9:30 am – Fellowship 

9:45 am – Bible Class 
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FELLOWSHIP AND SERVING 
Volunteers for this week:  Ushers: Jim Smith (C) & Cindy Smith  Counters: Cynthia Champlain & 
Marlys Stolt  Fellowship: Gianna Wachholz-Ehlert   
Volunteers for next week:  Ushers: Steve Mueller (C) & Sam Mueller  Counters: Cynthia Champlain 
& Marlys Stolt  Fellowship: Ruth Ladner  Communion Set-Up: Marge Dettmann  Communion 
Helper: Eric Roth  
  
 Please note that Wednesday Morning Bible Study will be moving to 10:30 am beginning this 
Wednesday, February 26th and will continue at that time through April 1st due to Ash Wednesday 
and our Lenten services!  
 
                                                                                                                           Thank you to all who donated 
supplies and cash to our Kitchen Shower.  We are fully stocked now. 
                                                                                                                                  Thank you, also, to all 
who donated to our LWMS collection.  $241.00 was collected and sent to our Circuit Treasurer. 
 
Thank you, 
Lois Zastrow 
 
 
Save the Date: 
Soup and Sandwich Lunches will begin this Wednesday, February 26th, at 12:00 pm.  Please join us 
and stay for our Ash Wednesday Service at 1:00 pm.  (There is a Sign-Up Sheet in the Narthex if 
you would like to provide one of these lunches!) 
 
The Martin Luther College Choir of New Ulm, MN will present a sacred concert titled, “When in 
Our Music God Is Glorified” at Abiding Love Lutheran Church, 3205 Chiquita Blvd S., Cape Coral, 
FL, on Friday, March 6, 2020, at 7:00pm.  The concert is one of several the choir is presenting as 
part of their spring touring schedule.  The program will include settings of familiar hymns, as 
well as selections by choral music composers representing a variety of musical styles.  The public 
is invited to attend.  A freewill offering will be gathered to assist with travel expenses for the 
choir.  Martin Luther College is owned and operated by the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod.  The mission of the school is preparing pastors, teachers, and staff ministers to serve the 
congregations of the synod.  
 
Cleaning Day will be on Saturday, March 7th at 9:00 am.  Please come help us clean and prepare 
for our 50th Anniversary celebration! 
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March 22nd will be our 50th Anniversary!  There will be a special Worship Service at 4:00 pm 
followed by a catered meal.  (If you would like to provide a dessert for this celebration, please see 
the sign-up sheet on the table in the back of the church!)  
 
 
"An opportunity to serve the Lord:  Volunteers are needed to set up and take down the 
Communion Ware. Those who would like to help with this will be trained.  Volunteers are needed 
to provide and serve refreshments after the worship service.  If you would be interested in both or 
just one of these opportunities, please contact Cynthia Champlain or Lois Zastrow." 
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