
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TEACHING THE UNCHANGING TRUTH OF GOD’S SALVATION TO ALL PEOPLE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastor Alan W. Gumm Meeting Times 
Church Office:   239-995-0988 Sunday Worship             8:30 AM 
Pastor’s Cell Phone:   1-630-947-4317 Bible Study             9:45 AM 
Pastor’s Email:     revagumm@hotmail.com  
Church Website:   www.bethanynfm.com  
Church Email:   lutheranbethany@gmail.com  
Church Address:   264 Evergreen Road  

   North Fort Myers, FL 33903 
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Welcome! If you are visiting with us, please take a moment to sign the “guest register” in                 

the back of the sanctuary so that we might get to know you better.  
 

● Restrooms are located in the Fellowship Hall and a baby changing station is located in               
the Women’s bathroom in the Preschool wing.  

● Cry-room.  If you have need of a cry-room, you may use the entryway couch area.  

PRELUDE: “In the Stillness” Steven Scott  (2000) 

OPENING HYMN:  #454 – “Prayer Is the Soul’s Sincere Desire” 
From The Old Lutheran Hymnal (Please see insert) 

 
P:  O Lord, open my lips. 
C:  (sung) And my mouth shall declare your praise. 
 
P:  Hasten to save me, O God. 
C:  (sung) O Lord, come quickly to help me. 
  
P:  The Spirit of the Lord fills the world:  let us worship him. 

OH, COME, LET US SING TO THE LORD 

Oh, come, let us sing to the Lord,  let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. 

Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving,  let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of 

praise. 

For the Lord is a great God and a great king above all gods. 

The deep places of the earth are in his hand;  the heights of the hills are also his. 

The sea is his, for he made it,  and his hand formed the dry land. 

Oh, come, let us worship and bow down,  let us kneel before the Lord our maker. 

For he is our God,  and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. 
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FIRST LESSON                Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:18-26  

2 “Meaningless!  Meaningless!” 

    says the Teacher. 

“Utterly meaningless! 

    Everything is meaningless.” 

18 I hated all the things I had toiled for under the sun, because I must leave them to the one who 

comes after me.  19 And who knows whether he will be a wise man or a fool?  Yet he will have 

control over all the work into which I have poured my effort and skill under the sun.  This too is 

meaningless.  20 So my heart began to despair over all my toilsome labor under the sun.  21 For a 

man may do his work with wisdom, knowledge and skill, and then he must leave all he owns to 

someone who has not worked for it.  This too is meaningless and a great misfortune.  22 What 

does a man get for all the toil and anxious striving with which he labors under the sun?  23 All his 

days his work is pain and grief; even at night his mind does not rest.  This too is meaningless. 

24 A man can do nothing better than to eat and drink and find satisfaction in his work.  This too, I 

see, is from the hand of God, 25 for without him, who can eat or find enjoyment?  26 To the man 

who pleases him, God gives wisdom, knowledge and happiness, but to the sinner he gives the 

task of gathering and storing up wealth to hand it over to the one who pleases God.  This too is 

meaningless, a chasing after the wind. (NIV 1984) 

 

PSALM 34 on page 80 in the front of your hymnal 

    SECOND LESSON    Colossians 3:1-11 

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is 

seated at the right hand of God.  2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.  3 For 

you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.  4 When Christ, who is 

your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 

5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, 

lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry.  6 Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. 

 7 You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived.  8 But now you must rid yourselves of 

all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips.  9 Do not 

lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 10 and have put on the 
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new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator.  11 Here there is no 

Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is 

all, and is in all. (NIV 1984) 

  

GOSPEL LESSON  LUKE 13:22-30 

22 Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem. 

 23 Someone asked him, “Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?” 

He said to them, 24 “Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell 

you, will try to enter and will not be able to. 25 Once the owner of the house gets up and closes 

the door, you will stand outside knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for us.’ 

“But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from.’ 

26 “Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.’ 

27 “But he will reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from. Away from me, all you 

evildoers!’ 

28 “There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 

and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown out.  29 People will come 

from east and west and north and south, and will take their places at the feast in the kingdom of 

God.  30 Indeed there are those who are last who will be first, and first who will be last.”  

(NIV 1984) 

 

SEASONAL RESPONSE: 
C:  Come, Holy Spirit!  Fill the hearts of your faithful people, and kindle in us the fire of your 
love.  Alleluia! 

 
HYMN: #385 – “Chief of Sinners Though I Be”  
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SERMON TEXT: EPHESIANS 4:32  

32 BE KIND AND COMPASSIONATE TO ONE ANOTHER, FORGIVING EACH OTHER, JUST AS IN CHRIST GOD FORGAVE YOU. 

(NIV 1984)  

SERMON THEME:   “Forgive Us Our Trespasses”  

HYMN:  #401 – “Your Works, Not Mine, O Christ”   

OFFERING  

OFFERTOIRE: “Andante”  William Hine  (1687-1730) 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   

LORD, HAVE MERCY 

P:  In the morning, O Lord, I call to you:  be merciful to me and hear my prayer. 

C:  (sung) Lord, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.  

  

LORD’S PRAYER – Responsive Reading (Please see insert) 

PRAYER FOR GRACE  
P:  O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us safely to this 

new day.  Defend us with your mighty power, and grant that this day we neither fall into sin nor 

run into any kind of danger; and in all we do, direct us to what is right in your sight, through 

Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.   

C:  Amen.  

 

P:  Let us praise the Lord. 

C:  (sung) Thanks be to God. 
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THE BLESSING 

P: The grace of our Lord † Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.  

C:  (sung) Amen.  

 

CLOSING HYMN: #388 – “Redeemed, Restored, Forgiven”  

 

POSTLUDE: “The Power And The Glory” Chester Nordman  (1980)  

 

WELS Connection for August 

Announcements:  
 

The flowers on the Altar this morning are given to the Glory of God by Allan Champlain in 
celebration of his wife Cynthia’s birthday! 
 
WORSHIP ATTENDANCE FOR LAST SUNDAY:  20 COMMUNED:  17 
 
 
PRAYERS FOR OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS  
 
Chronic pain or illness – Evelyn Lother, David Champlain (brother of Allan Champlain); Carolynn 
Perkins; Lois Montesano; Tammie Mueller; David Schield; Manny Vega (brother-in-law of Allan 
Champlain); John Saylor; Rose Marie Lenz; Allan Champlain; Laura Reilly; Nancy Morgan-Keiser; 
Renoda Dogs; Colleen Udakin and her son Brad; Ray Renner; Marian Schadler; Linda Johnson; 
Don Bublitz; Carolyn Gumm; and Pastor LeRoy Martin 
In Rehab:  Carroll Lother  
In the Hospital:  Jim Francis 
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FELLOWSHIP AND SERVING 
 
Volunteers for this week:  Ushers: Eric Roth (C)  Counters: Cynthia Champlain & Marlys Stolt 
Fellowship: Cynthia Champlain  
   
Volunteers for next week:  Ushers: Richard Dettmann (C)  Counters: Cynthia Champlain & Marlys 
Stolt  Fellowship: JoAnn Miller  Communion Set-Up: Lois Zastrow  Communion Helper: Jim Francis  

The new Meditations are now available on the table in the rear of the church! 

Forward In Christ magazine for August is available on the table in the rear of the church! 

THIS WEEK:  AUGUST 25TH – SEPTEMBER 1ST  
 

Sunday: 8:30 am – Worship Service 
9:30 am - Fellowship  
9:45 am – Bible Class  

 
Wednesday: 9:30 am – Bible Class 

 
Sunday: 8:30 am – Worship Service with Holy Communion 

9:30 am – Fellowship 

9:45 am – Bible Class 
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